
The Chapel Hill Town 
Council is poised to pass 
a temporary moratorium 

on development in two neighbor-
hoods near campus.

The ban is supposed to buy 
the planning board time to 
develop a strategy to protect 
the historically low-income and 
black Northside and Pine Knolls 
communities from further gen-
trification. The goal is noble, 
but the proposed moratorium is 
based on incorrect assumptions 
and would hurt those it seeks to 
protect.

Chapel Hill must first admit 
students are not the problem. 

Students, in fact, have more 
in common with the Sustaining 
OurSelves Coalition, which 
petitioned for the freeze in 
March, than either group seems 
to realize. Families hate noise 
and college students hate noise 
complaints. And no one likes 
increased traffic or watching his 
or her rent go up.

The town needs to actively 
engage students rather than 
avoid them. The proposal is open 
to public debate Monday, June 
20, at 7 p.m., and the council is 
expected to enact the ban a week 
later. Railroading into law a regu-
lation that affects students over 
summer break is a categorically 
bad start.

Chapel Hill must next admit 
developers aren’t the problem.

BOGged down

Kvetching board™
kvetch: 

v.1 (Yiddish) to complain

Of all departments faced 
with budget cuts, Econ is hit 
the hardest. Oh the irony.

To the guy who wrote to the 
entire listserv about an “ab-
normal growth” on his “sensi-
tive part,” next time please 
make up a less embarrassing 
excuse to get an extension 
on your schoolwork.

I’d like to commend the Of-
fice of Diversity and Multi-
cultural Affairs. For once, I’m 
a racial minority at Carolina. 
Sincerely, your friendly WASP.

As soon as I graduate, the 
kvetch board falls to pieces.  
Sadly, this also mimics my 
ability to find drunken girls 
at bar close.

To the girl who kvetched last 
week that females at UNC 
ask themselves “where are all 
the babes” in reverse all year:  
what does that even mean? 
You ask yourself “babes the 
all are where?”

Why does the RHRC change 
from a paradise of young 
beauties to a dungeon of 
meatheads during the sum-
mer term?

To the student who used 
‘freshman’ in a kvetch last 
week: forget gender neutral 
language, use ‘first year’ for 
the sake of Harry Potter.

To the douche freshman in 
last week’s kvetch: you’ll fit 
right in with the rest of the 
Greek system. Good job.

To the guy who works at the 
gym: When would be the 
appropriate time to advance 
this relationship from eye 
flirting to having an actual 
conversation?

Can you please ride the bus 
on days that I actually look 
nice?!

To the little boy visiting UNC 
on a class trip: If I ever saw 
LeBron James on campus I 
would kiss him and marry 
him too.

To all those complaining 
about your lack of options 
in Chapel Hill, try spending 
your summer stuck in my 
hometown.

To the birds that attacked me 
outside of Woollen, my work-
out is not an Alfred Hitchcock 
movie.

To the guy who buys snacks 
for Campus Rec, thanks for 
stockpiling enough raisins 
for the next 50 years. We’re 
out of Oreos.

Dear orientation kid, don’t 
call me “sweetie.” I have TWO 
degrees thanks!

Send your one-to-two sen-
tence entries to  
opinion@dailytarheel.com, 
subject line ‘kvetch.’

Election season 2012 kicked 
off with a bang 
Monday night in 
New Hampshire. 
Michele Bachmann 
announced her 

candidacy, Mitt defended 
Romneycare and Herman Cain 
apparently distrusts Muslims.

Weekly QuickHits
This is like one of those car 

crashes that you 
can’t turn away 
from. First we find 
out his wife is preg-
nant, next we get 

to see semi-nude photos of 
the stud congressman taken 
in the House gym! #Jack3d

Weiner-Gate

The King is dead! Lebron’s 
South Beach 
talents couldn’t 
overtake the team-
oriented Maver-
icks. As for the MJ 

comparison? Scottie is eating 
his words and Lebron’s got a 
long summer ahead of him. 

NBA Finals

We aren’t the problem

John Hamlin
Editorial Board Member

Senior journalism major from Raleigh
Email: johnhamlin@gmail.com

GOP debate
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GOP budget irrespon-
sible and reckless
TO THE EDITOR

The DTH would be hard-
pressed to find a worse defend-
er of the state GOP’s efforts to 
dismantle public education in 
our state than Nate Harrison. 

Mr. Harrison’s column from 
June 9 displays a dishearten-
ing deficit of knowledge and 
understanding concerning 
state politics and basic eco-
nomic concepts.

While a simple letter to the 
editor does not provide near-
ly enough space to respond 
to each individual fallacy and 
delusion, a response of some 
sort is certainly necessary. 
Mr. Harrison’s letter echoes 
the same tired GOP talking 
points about the Laffer Curve 
and austerity, only in a less 
articulate and convincing 
manner.

Someone should inform 
Mr. Harrison that Governor 
Perdue’s veto is not merely 
symbolic, as there is a sig-
nificant chance that the 
Democratic caucus in the state 
House could sustain a veto. 

Budgeting is not in fact a 
zero-sum game. Investing now 
in education reaps multiplied 
benefits for years to come.

Mr. Harrison claims that 
this budget should be passed 
for the sake of future genera-
tions, but he forgets that these 
are precisely the people that 
this budget hurts the most.

Nathan Westmoreland
President

UNC Young Democrats

Students represented at 
Chapel Hill Town Council
TO THE EDITOR

I am pleased to report that, 
at Monday’s Chapel Hill Town 
Council meeting, the Council 
members voted to have a UNC 
student sit on the Town of 
Chapel Hill’s Transportation 
Board. 

This is a significant step 
forward in a long-term col-
laboration with the town. The 
executive branch of student 
government is excited to con-
tinue working with the town 
on this and many other issues 
that affect UNC students on 
a daily basis. Transportation 
around campus and the Town 
of Chapel Hill is an incredibly 
important issue for all of us. 
Now, having a student repre-
sentative means that our voice 
will be heard! Check out www.
unc.edu/studgov for more 
information. 

Mary Cooper
Student Body President

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL CARTOON  By Daniela Madriz, madriz@email.unc.edu

Think 
outside
of the 

Triangle

On Monday afternoon, 
President Obama 
addressed employees of 

Cree Inc. as part of his visit bent 
on boosting the fledgling eco-
nomic recovery.

Now that candidate Obama is 
President Obama, winning my 
vote and others like mine will 
require more than just a reitera-
tion of 2008 tactics.

Needless to say, North 
Carolina is a key swing state in 
2012. While the motives behind 
Obama’s visit might be obvi-
ous, visits with an emphasis on 
the economy will be vital to his 
success in our state. N.C. is fac-
ing the 10th highest unemploy-
ment rate in the country. North 
Carolinians are suffering, despite 
the president’s constant reassur-
ances that the economy will get 
better. As a rising senior, I’d like 
to see some “hope” for employ-
ment for a graduate in political 
science who has no desire to 
work in technology, the focus of 
Obama’s jobs initiative.

The belief in “hope and 
change” worked for Obama in 
2008, but the economy has cre-
ated the need for more concrete 
results in 2012. If Democrats 
hope to keep N.C. blue, Obama 
must show that he can bring real 
economic growth home to voters. 

While the meeting on Monday 
looked great, Obama should 
focus not only on the state’s suc-
cesses, but also those who might 
feel left behind.

Perhaps the president’s best 
route is to ease off on the plati-
tudes, recognize reality and take 
the political risk to visit with 
those who are not doing so 
well. With the recent influx of 
Democratic-leaning voters to 
the Research Triangle Park area, 
Obama has the Park locked up. 
Visiting unemployed textile fac-
tory workers who missed the boat 
on retraining will do more to win 
liberal voters, as well as inde-
pendents than talking with those 
spared by the recession.

While Obama courts the rest 
of North Carolina, he cannot 
afford to take those who have 
stood with him since the begin-
ning for granted. This means the 
Obamaholics who inhabit the 
University. While I was a gung-
ho Obama supporter three years 
ago, I have grown a bit jaded. I 
am still a Democrat, but I crave 
real solutions to the problems 
students face — tuition hikes 
and crowded classrooms. Just 
because college students are 
Obama’s bread and butter does 
not mean he can forget us.

Incumbency has its advantag-
es and disadvantages. While the 
“lack-of-experience” claim won’t 
stick this time around, his record 
gives substance to what he has 
always been best at: speeches. 
And a good speech won’t spark 
magic like it did last time. In 
2008, I was a freshman with no 
immediate concern about the job 
market. But now, I’m playing for 
keeps.

So far, Obama has been polling 
more favorably than any poten-
tial GOP candidate in the Old 
North State. Choosing Charlotte 
as the site of the 2012 convention 
is a good first step toward keep-
ing this lead. But to secure the 
state and my vote, Obama needs 
to put aside the manual and take 
unusual steps if he hopes to win 
in these unusual times. 

EDITORIAL

UNC students should get housing preference near campus

Ellen Locke
Editorial Board Member

Senior political science and global 
studies major from Raleigh
Email: elocke@email.unc.edu

Members of the UNC-
system Board of 
Governors convened 

last week to discuss the state 
legislature’s proposal of a $407 
million reduction in funding 
for the UNC system.

But the BOG is overstep-
ping its boundaries by dis-
couraging any possibility 
of a supplemental tuition 
increase in order to mitigate 
a decrease in state funding.

North Carolina’s established 
commitment to higher educa-
tion has been almost certainly 
undercut by the proposed bud-
get that is poised to become 
law. Tuition hikes are the next 
logical step for larger universi-
ties to fill the void caused by 
the cuts.

Board Chairwoman 
Hannah Gage has pub-
licly stated that the Board of 
Governors is unwilling to con-
sider the possibility of supple-
mental tuition increases at 
state schools because it could 
encourage the legislature to 
make deeper reductions in 

education spending.
The message that the BOG 

ought to be sending is one of 
cooperation during tough eco-
nomic times.

Tuition hikes are anything 
but ideal, but desperate times 
call for desperate measures.

Jay Schalin of the John 
W. Pope Center for Higher 
Education Policy, based in 
North Carolina, has advised 
the system to analyze each 
campus individually when 
determining supplemental 
tuition increases. Indeed, some 
schools could be better-suited 
for tuition increases than oth-
ers.

UNC, for instance, is cur-
rently ranked in the bottom 
quartile for tuition rates 
among peer institutions, 
which include the University 
of Michigan, the University of 
Virginia and the University of 
Texas.

Although it is a difficult 
pill to swallow, UNC would 
be a very viable candidate for 
tuition increases in our state.

Pinpointing the schools 
where tuition increases are 
viable is the strategy that 
the BOG needs to be taking, 
rather than simply wagging 

its fingers at the proposed 
Republican budget.

It is of the utmost impor-
tance for our state to place a 
premium on higher education 
because it indicates a commit-
ment to investing in our chil-
dren and our future.

Tuition is not and should 
not be the primary source of 
funding for higher education 
in our state. But tuition hikes 
at certain state schools that 
can afford it will not change 
this ideology.

In the years to come, a high-
er percentage of the burden 
to attend school will befall the 
students and families who use 
them, rather than the already 
beleaguered taxpayers.

While our legislators need 
to recognize the premium that 
has historically been placed 
on higher education, the BOG 
needs to open itself up to the 
possibility of supplemental 
tuition increases and recog-
nize the dire financial straits 
that our state faces.

The BOG is right to fight for 
everyday students to ensure 
that the UNC system remains 
the ultimate meritocracy, but 
not at the expense of financial 
solvency.

UNC should be able to 
raise tuition without 

BOG roadblocks.

COLumN

The Tar Heels beat back the 
Stanford Cardi-
nal as well as a 
thunderstorm to 
advance to the Col-
lege World Series in 

Omaha next week. This marks 
the first CWS appearance for 
the Heels since...2009. 

Men’s baseball

QuOTE OF THE DAY  
“We didn’t get where we are here in the 
Triangle by being overly dependent on govern-
ment. But neither did we get here by demoniz-
ing government.”
U.S. Rep. David Price, D-N.C., at Cree Inc. on Monday

SPEAK OuT
WriTiNG GuideliNeS
• Please type: Handwritten letters 

will not be accepted.
• Sign and date: No more than two 

people should sign letters.
• Students: Include your year, 

major and phone number. 
• Faculty/staff: Include your 

department and phone num-
ber. 

• Edit: The DTH edits for space, clar-
ity, accuracy and vulgarity. Limit 
letters to 250 words. 

SuBMiSSiON
• Drop-off: at our office at 151 E. 

Rosemary Street.
• Email: opinion@dailytarheel.com
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The council members need 
to take a long, sobering gaze at 
the nation of dying downtowns 
and four years of housing market 
declines that surround it. Maybe 
then, the council will recognize 
how extravagant and arrogant it 
would be to gamble its economic 
growth on a social engineering 
experiment.

The moratorium will fail to 
curb housing prices because it 
falsely assumes location means 
nothing in real estate. In other 
words, that students only want to 
live in Northside and Pine Knolls 
because developers built high-
occupancy houses there.

But that’s exactly backward.
College students in a college 

town expect to live within walk-
ing distance of their campus. 
Many parents are willing and 
able and agree to bankroll the 
Carolina experience for their 
children, no matter the price.

That well-moneyed student 
demand for downtown hous-
ing bred gentrification, not 
developers. Developers simply 
listened to the market, and the 
council has to recognize it can’t 
legislate away the principles of 
economics.

Against the best of intentions, 
the moratorium would raise 
rent and home prices by freez-
ing development but not sales. 
Because it caps the space avail-
able, the price of existing homes 
would increase. And investors 
would know the ban expires Jan. 
31, 2012, so they could snatch up 
homes now and remodel them 
later.

Until fewer students want to 
live in these communities, the 
gentrification will never end.

Chapel Hill must finally admit 
that’s the problem. 

It may be unfair and it’s cer-
tainly challenging, but it’s the 
way our world works.

The town also needs to sup-
port areas that already have 
mixed gentrification. It should 
expand programs like the Good 
Neighbor Initiative, which con-
nects students already in these 
neighborhoods to the local com-
munity. 

Gentrification is urgent. It hits 
people’s homes and tears apart 
communities.

Chapel Hill deserves a swift fix 
based not just on pity but reality. 

COLumN


