
8	 Thursday, february 4, 2010	 Almanac	 The Carrboro Citizen

FLORA
from page 1

Tim was animated in 
describing the chang-
ing seasonal wonders 
of the woods path 
where he discovered 
the locked-in-ice sweet 
gum ball. I asked to 
see more images of 
his woods path. Tim’s 
close-to-the-ground 
perspective of the for-
est f loor in summer is 
now implanted in my 
head. The awesomeness 
of that view makes me 
realize that I don’t need 
to travel to a tropi-
cal rain forest to have 
Avatar-like experiences. 
As Yoon suggests, we 

merely need “to tap 
into our inner taxono-
mist to really see.”

I challenge us all to 
explore our local woods 
with new energy, taking 
time to really see. Take 
an Avatar walk.

Carrboro’s Adams 
Tract is so close to 
town that one would 
not expect to have 
an Avatar experience. 
But you can. Stand 
quietly in that stately 
pine forest and con-
template how the trees 
are all connected and 
related to other living 
components. Fur ther 
along the trail, stop and 
consider those giant 
oaks and hickories and 

maples; ponder how 
the skyward mingling 
limbs are descriptive 
of interactions. Settle 
yourself on the ground 
for a few minutes at the 
edge of one of those 
patches of evergreen 
ferns. What is their role 
on the forest f loor and 
how many other differ-
ent plants can you f ind 
with them? Down along 
Bolin Creek, sit with li-
chen and moss-covered 
boulders with wildf low-
ers and tree seedlings 
clinging to crevices. 

All around, look up 
and down and “take in 
the heart-stopping won-
der of really seeing the 
living world.”

An Avatar view of a local swamp forest. 	 Photo by Tim Stambaugh

A thousand words
by Jock Lauterer
Do you have an important old photo that you value? Send your 300 dpi scan 
to jock@email.unc.edu and include the story behind the picture. Because 
every picture tells a story. And its worth? A thousand words.

A
nne Edwin got a pleasant surprise on the morning of Jan. 28, when a couple 
of family members, friends and neighbors at Chapel Hill’s Adelaide Walters 
Apartments gathered to celebrate her 99th bir thday. Carrboro Citizen photo-
journalist Ava Barlow also dropped by to snap the festivities and catch Roy 
Carlton wishing her a happy bir thday. Mrs. Edwin moved to Chapel Hill in 

2002 from Largo, Fla. to live near a niece, and has made many friends here. They describe 
her as a “fashion plate” who loves shopping and wearing beautiful clothing. As 84-year-old 
party organizer Claudia Cannady put it, “Her appearance doesn’t indicate her age, and 
neither does her involvement with her neighbors.” Another well-wisher at the party said, 
“Anne, you give us all something to live up to.” 

Surprise Party at 99

Eco Green CleanEco Green Clean
Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669

Green cleaning 
for your home! 
Local, independent, reliable, 
references upon request. 
10 years experience, all green 
cleaning products. 

919-208-6669
New Clients Get 25% Off - Call For Details

1101 Dawson Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 • www.doggiespa.com
phone: 919.932.4738     fax: 919.932.4736

Redefining the Entire Boarding Experience.®

From Bean to Cup
Handcrafted  

Coffee Roasting  
with Experience  

and Passion

• Coffee Delivery 
• Equipment  
• Training
•  Consulting  
& More

www.carrborocoffee.com • 919-968-4760 • carrborocoffee@hotmail.com
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Miel Bon Bons
Mulberry Silks
The Painted Bird
Panzanella
Rita’s Italian Ices
Sofia’s
Stephen White Gallery
Townsend, Bertram & Co.
Weaver St. Market & Café
Wootini

200 North Greensboro Street in Carrboro  
at the corner of Weaver Street  carrmillmall.com

Carr Mill Mall

Discover  
the Heart of Carrboro

Rr

Ali Cat
The Bead Shop

Carrboro Yoga Co.
CvS

DSI Comedy Theater
Elmo’s Diner

Fedora
Fleet Feet

Harris Teeter
Head Over Heels

Jewelworks

 

buy local.
support your local advertiser.
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from page 1

The university released a Cli-
mate Action Plan in September 
of last year. It’s near-term strat-
egy called for replacing 20 per-
cent of coal with torrefied wood 
or another coal substitute.

And while the plan, and the 
fact that the school had devel-
oped a strategy, drew praise, en-
vironmentalists raised concerns 
that it did not go far enough.

Hansen said the focus on coal 
makes sense because of how dirty 
a fuel it is and the degradation 
that’s been caused by mining 
practices — especially moun-
taintop removal in Appalachia 
— and because much cleaner 
alternatives are available.

“Global climate change,” he 
said, “”is an issue of intergenera-
tional injustice.”

The United States, he said, 
must be a leader among devel-
oped countries in ending coal 
use.

“We really need to take the 
lead in phasing out coal, and our 
universities should be taking the 
lead in that,” Hansen said.

Hansen was on campus as 
part of a speaking tour on cli-
mate change.

Prior to his visit, UNC Chan-
cellor Holden Thorp announced 
a new 35-member energy task 
force headed up by Tim Toben, 
who is developing the Green-
bridge project and is chair of the 
state’s Energy Policy Council.

The task force has been 

charged with evaluating UNC’s 
carbon-reduction plans and 
learning what other universities 
are doing.

Hansen said he was encour-
aged by the new task force.

“I am heartened that the uni-
versity is responding in a positive 
way,” he said.

 Photo by KIRK ROSS

José Rial from UNC’s Department of Geosciences talks about the effect 
of climate change on the arctic glaciers he’s studying.

Photo by AVA BARLOW


