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Misti Turbeville: I thought Lirst of all, you could
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tell me whatever you know about the history of the

family.

Jean Mann: Well, cur family has lived on this place for
about six gensraticomna. We go back a long way. Probably the
most interestling perseon, who did not actuslly live here but
he owned the land, was Bichard Stanford, who was a
tongresaman from this district for many years. Actually nmy
grandfather iz the one who built the homeplace and has lived
on the Stanford land.

MT: Whe i= Richard?

Mann: He would have been great-great-great, probably.

HT: A sbtate Congresaman?

Mann: No, he was in Washingbton. I underztand there
have only been twg who have served fram this area, Carl
Durham and Richard Stanford. Let's zee, he searved--well, he
died in 181&6. So I think that is probably one of ths mast
interesting things from a history standpcint.

MT: And then your grandfather was the one whe built the
homeplace.

Mann: That’s right. WMy grandfather did sope small
farming, but actually ny father is the one who began the
farm cperation. Like in the =sarly 19900s.

MT: Do you remember your grandparents?
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Mann: No. Well, my grandfather died before I was born.
My grandmother--I was only about five when she died, =so 1
don’t really remember thenm.

NT: &nd he just had a small farm--your grandfather?

Mann: Well I guess [just] the land. He owned all the
land.

MT: So yeur father ithen decided Lo start dalrying?

When was that?

Hann: Probably 1913 or 14, somewhere in thalt area. g .
started as a cream operaticn--he would =ell the cream. Then
it went from the dairy to--he so0ld eggs to Watts Hespital,
which was in Durham, when they were just beginning. I was a
vary young child. ©One of his brothers was a doctor gver
there. The interesting thirng aboult Ehi=s family, I think, is
that being in the country, mosast of them woere educated.

Daddy had a degree from State College in agriculture. In
fact, hi= roomate was Governor Eerr Seostt. Ian't £hat
intereskting? And mother waz a teacher, and went t& school
at East Catoclina. The aunts on my father’s side were
teachers, one attended Peace College and taught at a small
little school called Mitchell Hill, which was s ohe-roaom
school that many people in this area Femember goipng to. It
actually was across Cane Creek. And then the other two
sisters taught at--gne taught at White Cross, which is 2
community =school, for probably thirty years or so.

Everybody remembers Aunt Margaret. And then there was
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another aunt wha taught in Burllington. So the family was
able Lo educate.

MT: Where did the money come from for the edugatieon?

Mann: Probably the hard way. I"m just net re=al sure,
you know.

MT: The hardware?

Mann: Just the hard way--you know, from working. T
don*t know exactly where the mponev. . .« but they were able
to educate. It wae a big family. And then on my mother’s
aide, she lived 1n thi=s area, and she was a2 Mclver. Her
home is where the Bingham Inn i= now. And a lot. of them
were Leachers. o2 I think it*"s interesting that that
generation was as educated, being from a farm community.
Daddy had one brother, and he went to school at Chapel Hill,
and did his internship in Pennslvania, and then came back to
Watts Hospital and wags chief of =staff. And many, many of
the people of this coemmunity went to him as thelr doctor,
ever though he waz in Durham. His wife alszo was a doctor.

MT: Your first haomeplace waa what you call the
homeplace now? And you grew up on it?

Mann: That*s right.

MT: What do you remember about that?

Mann: Well, I had a Ebwin sister, we were the yocungest.
I had three clder brothers=s. Daddy often teold the story, he
had three and then suddenly he had five. This was during
the Depreasion?! {laughter?) To I had three clder brothers.

I guess we helped with the farm. I can remember as a young
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girl, Daddy had the egg coperation,; and we would help with
that. We would help gather them, and then pack them, and
get them ready to go. At one stage we were responeible for
some of the young cows. At this time he started into the
dairy operation. We were responsible for those I[choresl,
and I can remember having the jab of what we call pulling
hay up into the barn. You would get st the end of the Lbarn
with a2 tractor; and the repe was hooled to you, and yeu back
up and pull forward, back up and pull forward. You know;
very exciting?! t(laughter? But that was one of the chores
a&nd then occoccasicnally we would drive the truchks in the field
when the men would load the hay. These are Lhe Lhings 1 can
remenber as far as helping with the animals and this sort of
thing.
MT: All eof the children, or you and your sister?
Mann: 0f course the hoys did more of the heavy work.

It was a family operation.

MT: Did yeou and your sister de more woark in the house?

Mann: Probably did. Until we were inte school, and inte
colleges. They did a lot of cocking for the hired hands.

You know that was a big ordeal, that mid-day lunch.

I

Dccasicnaly when we were young they would have these peopl
who went ;;Dm farm to farm, what they call threshing wheat,
and they would bring in their eguipment and use 1it, and you
would have all these pecple to fged. T can remember the

bkig, big lunches. Not only would Mother help, but there

would be, usually, hired help, and Lhere was also & coupls
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of aunts who lived there part of the time when we were
growing up.

MT: So who all did live on the homplace?

Mann: My daddy and mother, and th;’five of us, and
there were two of ny daddy”s sisters who lived there for
pert of this time. Then they [the auntsl built this house,
actually, that I'm in, back in the fiftieas.

MT: Were they married or unmarried?

Mann: One was unmarried, one was. . « had besn married
and divorced. She came back, actually, to take care of her
mother. Thi= more or less=s, I gusss, probably broke up their
marriage. She lived in Ralesigh.

MT: ¥You must have had a pretty big farm to have hired
help . «

Mann: Well actually, Daddy had close o nine hundred
acres, and he farmed Mother®s farm, which 2he owned along
with some of her sisters, which was two hundred. So it was
a big, big farming operation. And it grew. It grew from
the milking of the cows by hand to the sophiaticated
egquipment that they have now.

MT:! So you remember milking the cows by hand?

Mann: I naver was goad at doing that, (laughter) And I
never really milked. I dlway= was a little kit afraid of
the cows, in a way. But if they would get out or something,
everybody would get busy and do thelr part. We also had
horses at thet time, I can remember having ten, thirteen or

5o, fourteen. And they finally dwindled away. Because, see
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at that point, 4in cur early childhoed thers weren't that
many tractocrs and Lthat sori of thing. There were wagons;
and the horses pulled them. When they cut the corn, they
cut it and brought it in on wagons; with horses pulling it.
Then the horses phased ocut.

NT: When do you remembsr that?

Mann: It would have been before I was high school.
Let*= see, T gradusted from high school in 1950; =so it would
have been pricor to that. In the forlies.

MT: That you started getting tractors? And trucks, are
you talking aboutbt trucks?

Mann: Well, and then that came in a little later. OfF
course, we had cars, but not. . . . Dad would have a car,
or probably a pickup, this scort of thing. It eventially got
te the peint where my brother now is farming, you know they
have the enormous tractors, everything is enpormous. Yeou
have the big combine=, . .. . Butr that wa=s a growing
Process.

MT: Did you have more hired hands before you had the
machinery?

Mann: I weould think probably so, yes.

MT: I'm trying to plicture your mom cooking for all
these., . .

Mann: Mom was a very interesting person. Both daddy
and mother were very active in the cemmunity. Mother was
active in the DAR, the Paughters of the Cclonial Damea, you

know--that sdrt of thing. That waz Kind of the thing that
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she was really interested Iln. And she was Interested in
politicesx. She served like a chairman for the Demccratic
Party, Lhie =ort of thing. One of the interesting Ehings
she did was that she was the state vomnan cappaign manager
for Rerr Scott. In othetr words she coordisnated all the
women arcound the state. And that was a big thing. 3She
served on the board of brustees for CThapel HiIll for about
fifteen years. She was on the committes that searched for
Gordon Gray, when tliey needed a president. She zalsoc was on
the steering committee that began MNemorial Hospital, which I
think’s very interesting. She was a very active in her own
right.
MT: At the =mame time, what scrt of workh was she deing
on the farm?
Mann: Well generally justi anything that needed Lo bhe

| done. A lot of the coching. Then ahe would get out and do

| things that néedasd to be done.

i HT: Like what?

Mann: I think if 2he neesded Lo she would millk, and this
soert of thing. At that time men zupposedly did that Job,

. s

vyou know. But I can remember her doing that. And she alwaya
had a very big garden. That was one of the things Lthat
women did. We did the canning, we did the fraezing. They
would always have pigs and they would do the hams--I can
remamber when I was a young child they canned the sauv=age.
Df course then we cang into the freezer-locker things and

all, you know-—-more nmodern ideas. But ahe always had flower
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gardens. These were the things she was interested in. She
was a very active person, into a lot of things. ohe worhed
on the county council, of course the P.T.#A.s; and all those
things. Now Daddy was on the beginning of the Long Meadow
Dairy, on the beginning of FCX. He was interested in
bringing electricity out to this area. He was instrumental
in meeting with pecple and trying to get Lthe sleciricity cutb
to this area. He was on the Orange County s=chocl board for
twenty-five or thirlily years; and served as chairman probably
ten or twelve years. Once he geot en il geened he stayed one.
But they were bolth very active In their community.

MT: And at the same time rean a very large farm. You
had crops, too?

Mann: Uh-huh, yes--hay,cein, wheakt.

MT: Did you mom ever help with Lthose if she waz needed? £
You =aid zhe did whatever ahe npneaded to do, and I wa=z Jjust
wondering. . .

Mann: I can't ever ramember her getting cut and being
aon a tractor or something, baling hay, this =ort of thing.
I remember ‘the old way that they got the hay was they put it
en a wagon and then they had Lthis big 1ift that forked inte
it and it took a big thing up and went Ifnto the barn. And
then they came with the little square bales, you know, that
they eventually brought in. But you know, whatever she
needed to do, mom wasz there. 0f course she had five

children.

MT: Did =he run the house?
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Hann: More or less, with the help of her sisters. They
did s lot of the coocking. It was kind ef understcod that if
these pecple worked there; then you fed them. There was =
black family that lived on the farm, and there was--oh,
there must have been four or five of those; sls of them.
The girls would help there Tin the housel and the men would
help in the fields. They lived on Lthe farm.

MT: As temants?

Mann: Well, just. . . they just lived there, you EKnow,
I don’t know whether they were leftovers of the slave
movement, but you Konow. . .

MT: So your mom had some help in the house and your
father had help in the fislds

Mann: And ino the meantime, I had three brethesrs who
wers growlng up. They were of course in schosgl, going to
Carolina and to State, this sort of thing. You know,
educating them through college., Dad had a3 cerebral
hemorrhage back in the =sarly--before the fifties, 1t would
have baen about "forty-five, and he wvas ocut of work for
dbout four or flve months, and the boys fiilled in then Lo
kaep things going, untll he was ahle o get hack., He never
wa=s quite as strong. And of course I”n sure Mother helped.
I can't specifiically say what she did, bHut you kanow during
an illnezs things had to go on because when you have cows
they have to be milked three times. a day seven days a week,
and you know they zcan’t wait. They have to be taken care

of
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MT: Did your older bLrcthers- whatl part did they play on
the farm?

Mann: They all helped. Some =f Lthem were in school
duringﬂfimes. And T guess they probably worked on weekends r
and everything. 0OCOne went te Carclina; one went to
Princeton,. one stacted out at State and finished up at
Carclina. The twe boys Iin the middle did come back to the
farm, to run the farm. As Daddy got older they becane
partners with Daddy.

MTi Biut oobt the ocldest?

Mann: The eldest cne, no. HBe went to Princeton and was
interested in the artsa, and he was the director of the North
Carclina Museum of Arts in Paleigh for many years. He
actually didno®t like the farm as well azs the other bBoys.

MT: Was there any proeblem-—-did anyone sver expect the
oldest son. . -

Mann:! Probably, yezs. Bul you knew it just worked out
that way, and people have Lo take what’s their own interest,
I think, for it ta work out.

MT: So you don't remember any fanily arguments?

Mannt No. I think probsbly two [son=s farmingl wes
enough. And when Lthey began really working very hard with
Daddy for several years, then the middle brother had cancer
and died, so it left Lhe farm run by the younger brother.

So his wife and Bill have run the farm, and had had a dairy
cperation until a year or two ago when the Cans Creek thing

bought the land and bBought the bBarns. So he was really
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actually feorced to sell Lthe cows. Now he does have probably
fifty ‘head of small cowsa on the farm and he actually farme
the rest of tlie land Iin crops--soybeans, wheat,; corn,;, and
hay.

MT: Did you ever have any interest in the farm? Did
you ever thinpk you might come back to it7

Mann: Not really. = = I wanted to come: back and live
on the farm, which we have done, afier living in Chapel Hill

-

for eleven gr twelve years--we've been put here fifteon
years, And 1t"s part of me,; you know, the land and Just the
feel of being here is real impperctant to my piece of mind, I

gusss,

¥T: Do you enjoy farm life?

Mann: Uh-huh, the wide ocpen space=--there’sa nothing
like it.

MT: This takez me Fack to a2 little kit more about your
growing up on a fdarm, and the things that you rememher that
you especially enjoyed doing. I guess where we can start
is with what sort of work you did. You told me acme of the
chores that you were responasible for. Was there anything
elge--like household chores?

Mann: Oh, I*m =ure that we helped in the house, with
the dishes and all. A&nd we helped with the garden, this
sort of thing. We did s lot of playing (laughter).

MT: Tell me what you did.

Mann: Well, one of the thingzs we did, we swam in Cane

Track. I remember that we did this up until the polig
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scare,; and then you know they recommended that you not be

-

getiting In the waker and everything. But we would play on
the creek; you know--oh, build little dame with rochks: across
it. And one of my aunts, ABunt Margaret, would take us down
and we learned the wild flowers. This is one of the things
that we learned about. T can go down there right now, and
just feel this. « = It takes me bhack, and T take my kids
and I say now that“s an anemone, those are dogltooth viclets,
and we look for the albkeautis;, and that was just one of the
fun things we did.

MT: And an aunt taught you these?

Mann: Well, & 1lot of the family. . . FTubt she is the
one that I really remember as being the one that taught me
that. Of course, I learned a lot from my mother because she
liked plants and everything about npature. And 1it"s in me.
You know 1 love the Ltrees, and I really love the creek, the
creek i= just real important te me. The idea of it going
upgder water i=s a very hard thing. It really huria. But,
you know, it"s change, and we have to recognize change and
somehow adapkt.,

MT: VYour mother scunds like a fascinating perscon.

Mann: Oh she Teally waz, she was really amazing.

MT: How would you describe Ler?

Mann: Oh she was a very happy person, and very--right
much of a leader, I think. She was active in--I didn”"t
mention the church work Lthat Mom and Dad [didl. (Theyl both

belonged to a Presbyterian church--Bethlehen Presbyterian
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Church. They of course were leaders, Sunday School
teacheras,; in choir work,; Dad was an elder; and you know that
was & part of thelr lives. Eddie and T are mnembers cutb
there; and we do some of the same things that they did,; both
of us.

NT: What sort pof things in khe church are y all
involyed in?

Mann: Well, I*m a Sunday School teacher, I’ve served as
an elder—-there've cocnly been two women elders cut there. I
was ashed tfinmh and I felt it was important. I thinlk =
women can do things as well as men, vyou know. I felt like
it was my Christian duty actually. I served as <lerlk of the
sessicon, Eddie served several years and Lhen I was ashed Lo,
and I guess there’= not been 3 woman who's been clerk of the
session prior te that. They thought men wers the only ones
who could take mlinutes <‘laughter). Which is kind of
interesting in a way.

MT: So you’re following Iin your mother®s footsteps?

Mann: And then I did some choir work, I*m one of the
alto velces flaughter) ——-probably the tape tells that.

MT: What about decizions on Lthe Farm? Poth of your
parents sound like very strong people. When there were
decisiona ta be made, how did they g5 abouft making those
decizions?

Mann: I gel the fesling that they worlied fairly clesely
together., T wasn't really aware of anything. . « Tt Just

Hind of <clichked along.
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MT: For examplie, If your family declded to lancrease the

[ B

se thal, how do you Lthink

L

number of cows, or something 11

3 -
Bion.

=

they would have come to that dec

Mann: That prohably was done by Daddy and the boye.
They probably would let the wives and mother in on it--I
ind of got the feeling 1t was all working together.

MT: And then if something concerning the house--lihke
adding an appliance or something--would thast be the same?

Manni Uh-huh, that was Just usually Mama and Daddy. I
think we were very fortunate teo live in the country and have
the things that we did. Now Daddy and Mother =ent their
five children to schoocl, and four of us graduated--and four
cout of five ain’t bad. And you did not seese that happening
in 81l of the areas, buf this seemed to be momething that we
grew Up with--we grew up with the ldea that we were cupected
te get a college degree. I did it because I thought thst T
should.

MT: Where did you go?

Mann: My asister and I went to = amall =school! in
Virginia called Sullins, then we went to UNC-Greensboro for
one year, and then wve =same o Caroclina. At that time
Carclina--unless you actually lived in Chapel Hill tand we
probably could have .gene’, they did not take girl students
until their =menicr year. We both gok degrsesa In education.

MT: You went to high schoel in Chapel HII1? Twelve

grades?
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Mann: Bctually, we went to White
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and then we did the final four in Chapel! Hi
lived It ssemed like & long warys. Everybody thought you
ware really from the country. MNow it's different. It"s a
totally different ocutlook.

MT: So do yvou think your own pareants--as far as
education was concerned--dc ycu think they expected you to
do any differently from your brothers, or did they axpect
the same thing from all of thelr children?

Mann: The same thing, I think. But we had nice
advantages. My sister and I belonged to a seorerity; and you
know they were financially able to give us things. I think

I alwaya felt funny growing up, being from a farm, thalt”s

|+

Jjust a little bit of a complex Lthat you get. And I don”

know what it is, Now I dan*t [have that complexl. But

| 4

think that’=s part of maturizng. And I don*t think my
children do either. My children don®t fesl funny living ouk
in the country.

MT: Were any of you children restricted as far as what
you did by things that you had Lo do on the farm?

Mann: Not really, not when we reached high school. It
was more or less do what you needed to do. We went to the

football games, my siszter was chesrleader and I was a

£

majorette, ws participated in all the activitiea., At that
stage I doubt we= did a 1ot at home,

MT: Who did the milking?
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Mann: Well, 1t would be my dad, and brethers, and hired
MET -

MT: S0 if there was a foothall game or something and
yv'mall were all there would the hired men do it by
themselves?

Mare: Uh-huh. more or le=ss.

MT: So the boys werent held on the farm either.

Mann: No, no, not really. It was pretty flexible. I
think they probably :sef up a schedule, and tried to go by a
schedule, for the early morning shifts and this sort of

thing.

MT: & « « talls aboul & day, a3 typical day?

Mann: A typical day probabkly during the schogl year
would be, you hnow, getting up and golng te 'scheol and
coming in and at one peoint we did have Lthe afternoon chere
of tending some of the small animals, up at what we called
the horse barn. And that would be feeding them and walbtering
them and this sort of thing. During the summners T guess we
did more with helping with the gardening, canning, popping
beans and shelling bhutter beans, cutting off corn, and
freezing. You Bnow we did put up a lot of vegetsbles, which
I still do here. We have a garden, and the things I learned
I"m still using. and teaching my daughter, becauze she

cones ouk and we still werk in the garden. It seems Lo Lbe
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the things we like to dos The fun thing is to eat the
veggles that you've pubt up all winter f(flaughter).

MT: ¥You ate them all winter pretty much?

Mann: Yez,; many of the same things. Bubt a Lypical day
would be this sort of thing, and probably helping if there
were people in for lupche = rphone ripngs)

MT: I was golng to ashk, after you talked sbhout your

LB

. ¥
aeHD 4

regular routine of going Lo = and then coming home in
the afterncons--what about in the evenings, getiing dinner?

Mann: I guess we probably helped with that, and we
probably had Lhomewcrk, this =ort of thing.

MT: One guesticn I forgot to ask esarller, dild yous
father do anything in the house?

Mann: No, well. . . no. He actually lets the octher
pecple do the housework. It’s not like it is now. Most
everythlng was--when he came In His lunch was there, you
know, this sort of thing. They had Hig lunches in the
micdle of the day, teoo, which we don't do now so much. It
was a lot of cocking. I can remembker we cochked by wood, and
then we went of course to the elecirical stove. RBut I gan
remember the wood. We never really were involwved, but
getting the wood up was a big production, which usually the
hired people did.

MT: Did Nired pecple do some of the cooking, or Jdid

your mother. . .

=

Mann: Well, usually there was people In the house—-T

think they did some of the cochking and mostly the
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housekesping, this sorbt of thing. But I
help in the house.
NT+ And your Erogtheras--did Ehey do any wozlh
house?
Mann: Probably nobt. I can"t remenber them
MT: But you and your sister did help out?
Hanni Yes; some.
MT: When did you mest your Husbhand?
Manns I melt Eddie in higlh school, when I wa
and he was a seniocr. I guess we dated Lthat yesr
that year, like May or so. But he was the three

athlete, president of the student body--he wa= t

catch, I Think (laughterl. Then when I was a =&
=chool, he was a freshman at Carclina, We dated
or seven yearz= before we were married because he
school and T was in schoel.

MT: Was dating different then than it is no
think?

Manrii Well, we did somne of the same things.
movies, athletic events=. Praobably the szame, buot
geing, I guess. There just wasn*t as much to do
fifties.

MT: Were your parents very strict? WYere th
abhout when You were suppos=ed to be fn. . .

Mann: We had cerktain btimes to come Ln, but
pretty free--to go to &chopl, and Lthen tLthere wer

after schoel that we would particip

can remember having
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MT: And then you went

belng away?

Mann: Well, Iin the meantime he went to the Naval
Acadeny, then to West Point, 20 we were all going in
different directions. Yeah,; 1t was hard, a hard time. But
we would date whenever he could f£fly ipn on the holidays. And
we wrote continuously, you Hnow, to see each other during
that time. When we were at Greensboro, of course, we cane

z

in almost every weekend, and then he was in Carolina and I

was too; s0 we were there together.

L]

MNT: What did Lhe get ‘his degree:. iIn?
Nann: His degree is in business sdmninlstrsticn.
MT: And when did y"all decide to get marcied?

Mann: Well, when he cape cut in 1956 or 1955, h

i

needed
to gerve two years in the army, that was expected. So we
T

walted until he was toc finlsh baesie training, because T

couldn®t go =nd live witl a0 'we planned the wedding for

a
v
T
]
-

that February, so that he could Finish this. Meantime, he
got orders to go to Alasha flsughter?, but those got changed
right before the wedding. We thought ve were going to have
te eall the wedding off, but we finally did L[have the
wadding.d ‘Apd we spent two years in Fort Jackson, in
Colunbia, South Careclinas, when we were first marrctied. T
warked as a secretary to the Dean of ¥en on campus at the
University of South Caroline, and then we came bachk to
Chapel Hill, after those two years.

MT: And lived in Lfown?®
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Mann: Th-huh, lived ino Ltown.
MT: And what did you do, beth of you?
Mann: I worlked at the med schocl Deparimsnt of Bioclogy
until I had Jennyy mny flrst child. He was in the ifnsurance
business; then ln the bullding busliness, and then he went
inteo the savipngs and locan busine=zs. We built s triplex when
we: first came bach to Chapsl HI1I, and we lived in sne of
the apartments, and we rentsd out Lthe lother) iws, and then
from there we sald that and went intc a heouse, = that wase
kind of cur start, and where cur first daughter was Sorn.

{during the next few minutes, the tape malfunctioned
several timeg)

And I've had 5 degree in education. . . {Lape
unintelligibled. . . somewhere in April or February, or
sonething, anpd T Just really didn't want. . . (Lfage

vnittelligiblel. . . which is why T went and did

Bis
L
"
o
™
n
-
[ s
-
11
=

1]

I would get inteo a jab and Iike it, =0 thiz is heow, . .

=

HT: Did you enjoy working in the pat

o
o
]
5¥ ]
e
L
i
i
Il
H
+
g
I
=
i+
]

Mann: Uh-huk.
MNT: What did you de?

Lo

Hanpn: I transcribed the doctor®

a comments on specimends
that were sent in from all over the state. Sconetimes we'd
hava the job of picking up the mail, taking them all sui, and
labeling them and sverything, which was kind of exciting in
a way f(laughter?.

fLape malfuncticnd
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Manni Then as Jenny was born; and then Edward and
Charles-—-T1 have not worhked since that time. We lived in
Chapel Hill twelve y=ars angd we'wve been out here for
eixtesn.

NT: Did vou miss the farm?

Mann: Yesz, we always thought that we wouald come put
hare., And in the meantime, MNother died,; and we reslly camne

ocuf with
moved inte the £
the cpportunity

the idea of taki

and actua

Mann? Weall,

children, and fo
this. I now hav
hecause
another
Jeintly
in the farm. Th

my brother Bill.

acres that are o
MT: So the
Mann: Among

Interview number K-0019 in the Southern

the ides

e

of working with Dad; whose sister had

mhouss, to talke cars of him. Then we had

Lo come oukt mand live in her house, And with

ng care of Dad--but Dad lived almost three

2]

liy he died befare we sver got moved out

Irind

wae of our plana. Se we remcodeled this
have any involvement with the farm? Othey
nesayr it?

actually the land was lefi ta the £ive

r about twelve year=s T kept the boocks for

2 a brother-in-law who iz deing it, mainly

e land that belongs to us ia heing rented by

We’re paid so much for the rental of fthe

urs.,
farm was lIeft egually divided. -
the five children.
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MT: But there onded

actiial Iy going to farm 347

=

one hrother wheo wae

Mannt That'®s right.

MT: Was there a preblem with., . .

Manrn: It has not besen a real eazy working situstion.
We are now in the process of trying to divide the land into

five equal poritionz, and have been fror

Wetre still working, Several

their particular portion. Tt*m

MT: Doe=s the farm uvae all of it?

Mann: Uh<Huk, it*e ‘been using all of
itfe wonded. FPrabably about thres hundr=4
Tand that are bFeing farmed.

MNT: What do your brothers and sisters

pleces-~-what do they want tao do with 1+7?

Mann: Actually, thepy will probably

and go akesad and rent {* o him. Buk +this

zevayral

rREE-

manth=,

neanbers: of the family do want

vary hard fo divide it.

i+, A 1ot of

acCires

of open

that want their

t Rhava this

piece

ie Jjust A matter

of trying to simplify something before sormething happens fe

any of us, you know, and it’=s divided ints

I don*t know,

<
property,

1t This

an Intereat. . . fEin felling.]

served in the legislature--state

deathk. And then his wifeo went

served for, tHres aéssions

oh, probably

there may be one that may =aall

But T thinl must of the others will probsably keep

He was wvary
-

in to #4111 hi=

SVEn more pisces.

somre of the

is my brother's wife--the one that died--that haas

intereating,

legislatore--before his

moat,

and she

o now she i= a

I
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judge in CThapel Hill. Bne of the few--there are nof =

[
)
-

of women Jjudges. She's been veEry succeseful.

MT: Something that T thought of when we were talking
about your brother Fenting the land--is that a probBlem for
him to come up with the meoney, to .pay rent out of the farn?

Mann: ITn some of the earlisr years it was. Se far,
now, it’s been ohkay.,

MT: Were there ever any hard fealipngsa?

Harmnt Well, =cmetimes= it hasn*t been real sa=y. His
wife does 3 lot af the farm work with him. She drives the
combinés, drives the bing heavy tractor, helps with the

milking, This mort of thing. But s2he wvas a

"y

harpacist, and
when Daddy died and Bill was left to run the farm she
decided +5 help da fhi=. One of my boys worksd on the farnm,
I auess when he was ahsut twaelve yvears ﬁl;;héaflﬁUEd it, he
jus¥ abaclutely thought that ererything waes wonderfunl. So
he did this a2 a young bay=—has would get up at Four o clock
and go dawn to millk. I uead teo get up and give him a piece
of toast and a glage of milk. He 4did this for =sversl
summers. He milked, and he"d d5 the work idin the fields, and
the hay, and =11 of these thisnga. And there are also two

nepheyws, ©r Ethree nephews that did & let-—-that 1iked the

farm and came back and worked during th

]

=ummers.
MT: Bid any ©f them want ta come back and actually work

for a living?
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Mann: I*n npnot Teal sure. One Is still talking about
doing some work on the farm when his mother gets her share,
but I"m not real sure what hiszs decision is going tgo be.

¥T: And each generation will divide 4%t up more, and if
You have mors. « =

Mann: Uh-hubk, it just gelts mote conplicated. I don®t
know right now where it all--Bill hess=s three desughiters, so
there’s ot really--poe of them worked with the £farm, buot

mozstly bookkeeping, this sort of thing, for about a year.
S5c we don’t know where we are going. 1 had cone s=con who
thought there for a while that he might like o farm, but

now he has graduated £fron

MO -Charlokte

with a degree in

accounting, and is vorking at the 'Savings and Loan with his
dad. ‘So that pretty well-—wedll Ju=t have “to wait and ==e.

HT: Your brother®s girfls don't . . .

Mann: Well, ecne iE living in Memphi=s, and two of them
are close by, but I don't Know that their husbands, you
know, and I den®t know that they could do it without the
suppeort af thaiyr hHusbande. Se I don”t know what the futurs
is going to bring.

MT: And like vwou were saving, L1t really 1= a family
busipnes=s, it*=s pot like anybody zould Fust. . .

Mann: It"s & big, big project Lo Fur = f£aTn

HT: Can you think new, leooking back, of any easier way
to effect the transfer of the farm over without. . .

Mann: I don't bknow, I think it"s the changing timnes.
I"ve seen this all across the country. We have a farm nent
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door that theref=s a w56 that probably will continuse the
aperation. Buat right now The whale farily is warking-—the
wife, her daughters, the 2on and his wife--they’rte doing the
milikking, and a leot of keeping it geing., I don®*t lnow what
it*= going to bring. T hop=s we®ll be ahle to continue to
keep the fields in production. Scome of it’s in forest land,
s this i= something that =cmebody will have devn the rToad
twenty years as income. Taszes are high on the land--you
know, you have te get soemething to have some hind of income
to offset ‘the costs.

MT: What do you think it fe sbaut the changing times
that*s harder to. . .

Marn: Farm warl ia hard, ¥You koow, it's twenty four
heir a day work-—-there's always zormsthing going wrong. You
know Lif you have a cow delivering a salf in the middle of
the night, or there's--3it's just canstant. Thay are hapd-
woarking pespla. And T don”t think people have that
dadication. I think there are ather things that are easier,

and that they can maske more money. “Tause the farmers

really are not making the lkind of noney. . . . The weather,
for example [refarence to the drought that sumnerl. It"a
really devaststed these pescple sut here. I'm sure they're

going to have trodble With having encugh foad £s5r their
animals. And it'"= hard Wwerk, vou know. You ara your own
bosa, 'buat pevertheless, it%s ao demanding. They have very
faw wacatione ‘and very feow times that they can get away and

laave 1+t sll.
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HT: Do vyou thinlk all this matters more id theese times-—-
in the elightien--than it woald®ve, say, in the tventies ox

to go. . .

Mann: Right. That probsbly <contributes a2 lot to it.
And Bill will continue to faznm, 28 far as--he's had soms
health problems--but as long ‘a= hes
the next step s I den®t krow.

MT: Do you think the project of bullding the dam--did
that saort of meet thase chsangesz that yeonr Family i= goeing
threugh, trying to decide who s going to have the farm and
evarything-——did these intertwina?

Marpm: Well actually' e osuldn "t de snything teward
melling the aastate until we knew that svantually, probably--
this thing was hanging over oaur head, you krow, for @Zaven or
eight yeara. To until that land wvas Hcld, Wwe didn®t know
Uhat waa golhg to be left. So that Razm hald gp what weve

dacided t& do. And of ecurse cur family fought this

]

project. We did n&t want to give up the land. T gquess

perhapese 1 worked as hard as any of then, doing erafte and
coocking barbecus and doing all theose money rail=ing things,
and T served on that svesntive sopnittes for a while, whiesh
was very difficult, becauss T was on that and théen Eddie was
appointed on the DWASA board. And that made us sktrangers to!

a2 lot of people. And the Stanforde were sctually the first
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wera 5t the point vhore woe felt lilke we had o5, ‘you know,

It was either that or o o sourt

__________ e af-31 . And evervbody advised usa

not to do that.

NT: Not te'gs teo court?

Mann: No, because you just cen’t--you will neot get =ae
nuch money. - you'tre golfig to have to give It ap, you
night a= well Lty to do the bes=t you ==,

MTL So ware you pretty convinged that in the end you
were going to lome 4t7

Mann: Oh yea, that’s right. We would naver have given

I3

up, had we not really realizad that the end was right arcund
the sorner,., And I*m still not Happy about it--T guess I
fought as hard as any of us in the farily. But you hknow
fthare's & point whére you have rto work within a family, you
know--five pesple.

MT: But 4f there had never been Tane Oreelk reservoir,
vour Ffamily wouldn*t have had preblems dividing 4p the land?

Mann: Well, I thinlk it might be Hard anyway, frying Lo
take a parcel of land and people get what they want, and
satisficd that they are getting a Fifeh.

MT: So you think it would be hard sither way?

Mann: EHither way, sither way.

MNT: So your position in the compunity wae =s=trained for
g8 whila?

Mann! Th-huh, I don't lhsd--T just felt likse I ‘had done

the bagt that T could, apd pesple want &5 think what they
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can. . . I don’t fesl this, you %now, T don’t let myself
feel 1f.

MT: Has that szort of mmazsd mver?

Mann: It’s passed over, Wa have ane fFamily here--the
Taers--they're the only pecple that have net sold. ‘And 1
don’t know whether that’s yorse or. . . . But 4t was a
little strained having Eddie on the OWASA khoard--i+ =+111

iz, vou know. But he i=s good, and he represents a point of
view that we wounld neot have wera he not om 1¥,

NT: How do you deal with that struggle betwean Cane
Creek and DWASA?

Mann! In a way I'm bitter a litéle Bit, But T still—-
T'we gone past that. I“m thrown with the DWASE people, you
know, and I just have to go shead, . .

MT: De you agres with thedir poasition?

Mann? Well, I =still hate to give up the land. T
remlize that the =ompunity needs water. But thHe idea of the
bulldozers coming in and doing =sway with the treea =+ill is
going te hurt. ¥Yeu knew the land bask there bahind the
farmbouse-—-you know I%w going to have & hard time, thersa's
just no doubt about that. It*'= going to bo a very Bad time.

MT: Do you think senething different could have been
dore?

Mann: Well, Ineotl] sther than going to the Jordan. But
with the community growing as fact a= it’%sz growing they’ve
Just gobt te hHave water, and perhbaps thig s the best source,

but it®s a shame for the land t4 g0 dnder water. Onees it's
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under ‘vater it* s gone forever. And T kate for us te do away

with &0 mamy pretiy Spots.. With the toads and developments

. = oe And IVmw mentimantal aboutr the ereek, abhout playing
thers, about what it loohke like--it"s like a picture in my
mind. I gquess 1411 alwayrs have that,

MT: Are there timee when vyou'd just like tn go, "Chapel
Hill, your growth is your problem, leave us slone?™

Mann: Uh-huh, but T “think that seven or =ight years
taught usg that we can®™ always have cur own way.

HT: So you fa=lt a =ense of inevitability?

Mann! At one point I thought we hkhad a Thance, at some
of the hearings that we went to. I thought we were going to
be able te gave it.  Then it kepk getting to be one @ourt
battle aftery ancther, and we realized that we were getting
slapped Houn. I doan®t Tesnk fouard te +them building the dam.

be
T think thkat"s rveally going te hard &n all ef us. The trées et
and the animsls--svervthing gone. We went suar to uhere
they were building the other one--tobtal destruction.
MT: Hae the Stanford familly rositicon in the community

changed any becaise of thizs? O 1= it fust something thai

=3

az blown over?
Mann: I thinlk it’'= more or leas bhlown over. It was
real hard that fir=t several wsalz or maybe a month, bit veou

ivat Rave Lo go on. You realizs vai 4did the bBest vou could
- g - & L

and you can’'t suit sverybody, yaou know. We resched the
point wheres we felt like wa had to make the =sle.

MT: And your farm will Fe gshlae ke contimie opevation.
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Will it be smelles?

Mann: Well, we leot like two hupdred scorese. The dadry
operation i=s £losed down, but he [brother Willism]l dosea have
some animals, zome amaller cows. . .

NT: And the crope?

Mann: And the crops,

MT: And ma you say, you?ll Hlist wait and zees az to what

happeng after [the five family merbers make a settlementl.

#

L]
-

h=

i

Manmt

fa

right.

MT:2 Just on

M

cther gquastion. Are youtr best friends out
here in this commondity?
Marn: Well T gues=s probably the peaple that--we're part

of the church, =nd T gquess that*

g pur compunity, too. I
Juess my beat friends sre my children and my hushand,

really., My daughter ia a nurse--ghe*s an R.N. in Memorial

Hozpital, gradusted from Chapel Hill and it going beack for
the master’s program. She’s done some courses--shs”’ll be
pichking uUup a couple of courses in Spring and then she hopes
to go ‘back full times in the Fall., And the shildrsn would
evantually like to builld aut hove, I think they want t&
come back here to live., They'tre in the Chapel Hill ‘aras
now. Thia i what they say,

MT: All three of them?

Marm: Uh-huh.

MT: And one of them may be interssted in farming?

Mann! Probably net now, T don’t think., I think at one

ztage he was,
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MT: o hgve real olnas o

you

I= it s2imil=sr to the

children?

mrne
parente?

Hann: Probably =o But 1 neve

mainly because T fe2lt needed at hon

interesta, and T’"ve done volunteer

this sort of thing. And there was

country. I wanted the children to

If they wanted

to belong to

or dancing, or hor

something, wanted to be availasble

groups——to be able to let them 4o ¢

came a good point where T f2l1t like

now I guesa I could laanch =omethiin

ares doing some travelinag, s I°m co

contented,

MT: And whet all activities ar
make sure T get. .

Mann: Well, the churelh really.
Sehoel 2laza there, and wy cheir wo
craftas, and bBeleng 1o a3 craft group
have ny garden--nct only nmy floyer
garden that keeps me buay in the si
plenty to do, and we have had 2 cou
were working I would not be able to
business tripe, which I lihke,

HT: Well, wyou are working?

21

elationship with vour

had with your

},l ~SrE

r went back to worlk

L=
worl
Slwaysa

do the things they wante=d

band, or to the Drama

seback Tiding or

-t Scouts, to church

2
E

y

£. Fo it Teally never

T wasn’'t necdad. And

-

but my husband and

Te

rntented, know-—3I"m

you

e youi involved
I
5.

out

1
ple

travel
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gives us a sort of
freedom. Thie 1o the firsht vear we've been without anybody
wouess, and it's been nice. Arntd I didn*t have the

enpty nest syridrom=, T den®t think! (dsughterY But Jenny

will <com

if

out 4n oh aftarnoon usually & day guring the
L L There Sust seams to bBe lIct= o do T may find = Ltime
that a' I don’*t have a lot to do. . « . Eut I do a lot of

reading, and just find that there are plenty of thingse that
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