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INTERVIEWER INFORMATION SHEET

Interviewer: John Egerton
Occupation: author; journalist
Series: Southern Politics

Interviews in this series contain discussions with political
leaders, journalists, newspaper editors, party officials, and
civil rights activists, from the southern states. The series was
originally set up to house interviews done by Jack Bass and
Walter DeVries for their study of southern politics. This
interview is in a subseries on Southern Liberalism, which
includes conversations between author John Egerton and
individuals involved in aspects of the civil rights struggle
between the 1930s and 1950s.

Purpose of interview:

This interview was conducted by Egerton for his book on southern
liberals. The SOHP worked with Egerton in processing and
depositing the interviews.

Comments:

The researcher should be aware that the interviewer’s style was
to go from question to question rather quickly. Topics mentioned
in the abstract are sometimes only touched on briefly. Often the
interviewer listed names and elicited brief comments from his
interviewee. Also, there are sections of long comment by the
interviewer about his thesis.
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JOHN BEGERTOMN: . . . . 1IN A gen&ral way The background: you
wars born In about 1916, 1n Gresnvilie, You wantT To ClEmson i

the mid 30 3. Yyou went To ths ursenvills papsrs from ‘37 70 "4

HARKY AZHMORE weli, I went, 1n The Tall oTF ‘41, up ToO
Howard.

JE® you went To the Nisman rFelliowship.

HA: 1 never came back To the Gresnvills papsr

JE 3 Thein you went 1n the

[t
i
B
<
o 3
O
It 1]
=3
[t
413

you 1n The Army o
the Marines?

s Ay . I went and [ had a r FPYeE commission out OfT

st
7
@

Ciemson as a second LisuTtenant oT InTantry. AT

1
&

Fearl Haroor |
was at Cambridge as a WMisman Feliow and znortiy Tthereafter, I gort
callsd up. 1 T&Tt Cambridgs 1n apout FsEbruary.

JE 3 Yyou realiy went Trom The Nisman program sTraight 1nTo

HA 2 I want stralght down To Fort Benning where
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d reserve oTfTicers. We TOOK  The  sams  Dasic officer

TrEININg courss, Than [ went from B£nning To AUSTIN, [(&X&3, with

the Ninety-TiTth IinTantry Livision, which had JUsT Desin TOPmed.
I stayved with the Nipety-7Ti7th InTantry 0ivizion untii ths end of

the war 1n Buropes, Trom beginning To &nd. We  werE 10 The Tnird

1

Army, Fatton's Army.

JE S YOu wers in oa 1ot of combat and all or thart




Ha s d about
wa had 71

v~F Day 1 =zuddeniy got
time I was Lisutenant Colons

tThe DTVISTon.

and L

as 1 could get out I went
of Jhe Charliotis News.

ordsr

T WO

JE and then at [hes Gazeiis
Ha e

TeEn or &leven months and at ons

T

B, I saw a jot of that and attep
i

back to

and I was the AS5135TA

C osent back to ths [

unti i

S DaEy . @&
to Chariotte whsrse 1 becams edit

YEADS

unti i

No, until

HA The Tall of 59,

JE 2 That!

5 The

general out
stop 1n May 'S4, But, going back
o ask you

neral

¢4l

collsagquas

W

oT yours
W B

virginius UDabney. 1 was
L went To

Chariotie.
Amarican socisty of Newspapser Edito

tTherse, vV was very, wsai] ne

wWHE A
Did Cougias Southall Freseman
coling Tor an editor

Tor

T he
in Richmond. Vo,

i
retirad

=dlitorial

adountil o tery

Tine. My TnTers

51

st 1s going to

pEop e wWho
ress at that tTime. Une of them

srtartsd going to T
FE o oannual meeting and I met

ovaiy, Kind T=1iow.

n ‘ai and 30

page Tor The News leadsr

maring g paEpeEr. e Times




Lispatoh. Yoo sUggesTed me, ANd 1 went up To Richnmond to e

ITnteryviawed Dy Tennant Bryan., who was The ownsr,

Srred QUESTIONTNG mMe. A Guy

il

I was Taksn To Tunch and thsy =

Eger, STarted qUEsTION1Ng

T

namad Jack w

i$4)
i
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o
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32, whNo was The Jen:s

—y

me &bout general pelicy. ATt about The Tourthn question 1 Kihew

damn well this was & casze of uUTtter Tncompatibiliity anad I never
could concslvabiv. + « . 2001 went DACK noms and JAEckK Kiipatiick

is the one they hired 1nstead o me. He pbecame tThes father of

intarposition and so Torth.

i
O
=.

ihatis the connsction, and Tthen L remainsd, | wouid 3

Nad & graat sympathy Tor v and 1 wrote &bout

o} pou

atter that, and 1

this in Hzarts and Minds. You will ses 10 Thers whneire V was JUsT

OUS DUSITRESs That

Q
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A
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muzzl=d. Kilpatrick was doing aill this

55 the Years, That

he =said 1n hi1s own meEmoir, ACRoss

oUtrag=d v and

had to stay silent, he coulidn’t criticize.

]

[§E

MIinds- &35 s3ay1ng

Yo owas--1 characterized nim 1n HEArTs  &and

that hes was as 11besral as you could 9T 10 THat day. P wWou

not accept the =snd of ssgr=gation but wiThin The QATTErn NE wWas

probably more advancsd than everybody

25,

in the war ysars, Tor @xample, N2 WAS SUPROPTING rEFC, FalP

. He came ouT Tor ThneE endging oF 3sgredgait

Ui
[§4

cmplioyment Fracitics
on o pubiic Transportation way back there wen  aamn  Tew 0T

VEN DEINgIng That SUbjlect up. But W

it

peoplae 1n The Zouth were
would stop short. Mis goss Lo h1s @xpeEriencs witn The
Keglional Council, whers he wouldn't

Jot To b= a rsal cleavags beTtwesn hamo and

soms oT the blacks, Lillard [Lent .



JE: Albert Lent.

Ha ihat was & real

&

not go The whols way. Hs

put o within that JTimi

1
-

book called Liberallsm. 1n

showdown ,

wouldn'

regl conTronTtation. Yoowou i d

T go Tonr

2nd O

@

d

—

TO se& what was =z

TO

53

CoOn:

JE 1t hardiy mentions ¢

A He hardly mentions

GIven. Lt 15 understandable

WEE NO pressurs on at that

North--yvou would

Longr BUT nobody =

Z53 .

JE § I donit want

Think 1 would b= 1nciined 10

Supreme Court

Ssouthern Conterancs Tor HUMan

books had coms out 1n That psr

Hoas connsction

ool macds &

reEsction To thart.,

I would T i

pramary, you don't nesd the

POoll tax disentTranchises poor

put 1 South O

maks any ditTrerance.

south Caroiina and 11t

T,
LS OMmE

e

winaT

poll

wouldn'

SOUTD T 1832, whioh 1F ITNTErEsTIng

& southern 1iberal .

Tl He Just accsptsd thnat as 3
bacauss 17 Was POt an 183U, e e

and very [1ttis on the

= |

oT that pro Torma Dusi

AnyTthing to coma o7 1T,

OTT on this and 1ingsr on 1% but 1

say THhat atisr about ‘36, when T

The  MIss0OUrl CE AN

&

welTare had coms #1ong., &nd SevErs]

fod « & &

(e Zouthern Contsi

thing out of that and [ ¢

HJOoT To Charlotts

whole damn pol | SAY TG

Theay ' 'va preally 15 ThEe wihlTe

TEX . MO DIiack can vote Dul Ths

TEX | WASH'T &nougn money

repes)ed The poil o Tax g

have changsd & damin thing. ih
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Ccourt knocked out The white primary and Then DIiacks

anTranc

ihat was what 1 remember about That s

ToTal white pprimary and They di1d Througnout  The  South.

Sl
]
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O

an'tt oy the [1944] [T=xas Ccase wnhen The Supr

18

finmi]y
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2
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hi1sed.

>, the poll tax was a symbolic irrelevance. 1t was Kind of

I Tke the death pesnalty--1t didn't have a h=iil of a 10T To Go with

1Ty =-=1T wWas important as a symbol .

Ths othsr

i
3
o+
o

thing that. . . . I s=said 1in chariotte that I couid gs&t

ishment support Tor any plsa Tor Justice inCiuding sven tne

roblacks, 17 it didnit--17T 11t stopp=sd short OT what Thsy

the =zocial questi fhat meant 1T 1T SToppsed snort  in

the schoois. gut, otherwise, [ could crusade Tor opening up tThe

we e D

LI had dons tThat study [of in=squaliity 1in =

F AL

o The blacks, =squalizing teachsrs pay, and &li that Kind

3 With places whers physical InTtermingiing Decame  an

H ihat's right. fhat was the one., when the 3cihiool caszes

Tore ths court 1 knew how 1T was golng TO COmeE oUl Decauss

al
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4‘!
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the Browh decision: tThsy Come 1TNTO YOulr Kaeity Ths Nefross

3 L s=e that study A% being art tha 2nd oT my DOOK. it

T the day The Brown decision . .« .
The concluding paragrapnh 1n 117 was. . . . I owas uncsr
wir1ting that becauss 1T WAs PEally a summary of what

lars had known. ey were Delng 50 ODJecTive Thney waie




Taliing
what I
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chang
what psopls
schools.

JE §

would in T

A i3

W e

ey

much of &

Drouaht
nave bagun
S &
FAE
JE
A
whan the

OO

Tudging

OvEP
than

attirtudes

act pr

They

the schools

Faith,

Those

A 1 58174

'y

backwards and esvarybody WwWas sympatheti.

pejisvaed that Tthis was not Q0Ing TO MakKe

GE TN

M

of 1ts=1T butr 1T would i

Supreams Ccourt knocksd out sep

Did you Iin point of Tact beliseve at that timse That 1%

oToundly affect arttitudes?

WHS Cconvinced, Tthers was no other way., LT

1T Besmed E

¢4
M

wemss] around but

could

2CUAT WAS S0 DI&TAEN UnEgquaE |l .

They might deciars, might reguires

5T could artord.

i§i

T

18

sqUAaTIzZartion, whilch no

goddamn unsqual . That would nave DE&n & 1InosT &3

e

blow, And 1n soms ways 1T miIght nave o DEeEtTer AT
done that, 1T fThey nad actualiy 171 THe  5CHo0005

Approveacd,  gensrally  Tthey approved, and

up To standard Ton could

on & mors egual basis.

But. They didn't have tne resources To pay Tor That.

They didn't.

white schools were 50 damn pooi .

lhey wers =o poor and furthsrmors,

suprsms court TeTtt it

nevar had been, Iving and

Thara

goddamn  Tigurss syvearp BCOO]



L odon't know whesther you ramsmbsar,

the governor of rFlorida when They T11

thay argusd Tor Implamentation.

7 i pefors Colliin

but 1

wiroTe & DirieT Tor

second LILOow. wWhen

Dy ThE gOovelrnor

L'm not 3sur

¢l

put

oy

Anywav, L had to deal witTh The artornsy gensral, &8 veiry coulrtly
Tl low.

JE 3 L believe it might have besen coliins, he Took over in
"84 .

A fhat's right. I went down Tthers &nd The &3518Tant

the young man who dealt

this Jong memorandum 1n which [ suggests

should put In the brisafr. ey didn't

wsnT  The other way, They had a

suprems Ccourt.  Actualliy, This memorandum d

Ha sat1d he saw 17 and he also saltd ne'd ssen

Ttold that Ja&

e

fhat didn't have much to do with Brown

desl to do wiith Birown 1wo. Inat s why
g iiberate spead,’ bescauss Tthey wantead

ineludge

PUrEpOSTErous

TO makKe

Wi Th I owirote

i

d  tni WET  They

53]

sny of 1%, tingy

brisT DaTOrs tThe

TG 9eT TO Earil Warrai.

Hearts and Minds--hne

3

PDUT 1T had a good

une

they put 1n tne

AN UNCOMProml S1ng

stand on principlse but avoid having The courts have TO ©nToirce
1t 20, TO that 2xtent 1T had soms intiusncs.  CaErtainly 1T 1N
Hearts. and Minds. in Tact., 1 guote Trom Th1s mMmEmorandum. Y Ou
may b= interssted 1n taking a JTook at that becauses ThH1s was at

The Time. . . . It was donge 1n the interva
down That ysar beTors LLown [wo cams dow

NappEnI N .

nothing much was

Timea,

UNE Nag coms

135, Lrown

That was & gquist

[
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identifty,
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O
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34}

Loms  other peopls 1

Lim not r=aliy guite

gefore that he worked

Lhe Atlanta Georgian.

&

dd

HA S

S 3
Ha e

R

HA G

HEPET TYD

Phatis right 17T was & HEArST papsn

wWhat the hell was that?

1T was & Hearst papsr,

@
o

4]

pap

e was whiTting Tor that

14

I think 1t ran aftt
He wrote a pisgcs about

Right. ihen he went to

P L don't

Pt

WaNT TO I

FUrea

TMoATIanta

W

o

JURT

i

1T wAas an aTLernoohn p

kKnow whan

paper in o

| &

war .

Loutneirn

Louisviiie,

vyes, to Ihe courier Jdournaj. st

I never knew him Too weail.,

DO vou Know whers e was

1 donit. Frobably wsorgia.

and then & quy namsd Hapnry

Hapry Lesssns was at _he

LGl ump

K1 mid

)
3

lrari=ton

1T exXpired.

conter

6 pECcauss

o
e

didnit ney

& rIgRt .

LI ATE or _1he ik

O dumin 1S

fhe =stutt that L T1in

WEAS e & corrsipondsnt o

a4 1% In Jhe

T

NEew YO

K




JE

Lhe New York Heirsld

Jribune .

H

on

HA G

around

Je

the old
AE
HA
about Ti
touch wi

Jrd

Qe

AL i

think he was a stringer and L think Henry LesSesng was

ine kecolrd or

T have besn & sTringer Tor _Lhe Hekald.
B 1Y717 be damned.

I didn’t know him Too

we

d=ad, do you supposs’

L think when [ was covaring The Legisliatur

[34)

e was

would ne be dead now? Oider Than vou by a lotu/

Frobabiy. 1777 inquire, somebody might know nim.

g Ask when vou go, would vyou? It by some accident ns
be alive--These wsre soms really Jong, Thouahttul pisces

,,,,, ons  of thoss old =sacred

Itis on old Hugu=snot, French names.

oiood.

It 15 very much & oid

COUNTIMY Chariesston nams.

ihomas sancton, 1 mentionsd

Fom |

ancton |

[y

T

may be st al e way to Tind out

ST 15 TOo call M1l LDavis. He would know. He stTayed in

th Tom sort of heipsd him dry out.

Y Ou Ne was Trom New Orl ans.

Trom Loulsia and he wound up Dack 1N MNEw

mairrisd while we o [N EmaEn

Fellows,

was  The daugnter The Chiel Justice of

T
0
—
=+

47



IRy

Lo, Tom, L'm surs, grew up In Louilsiana. 1L aon’'t Know

T om.

i3

wihetTher 71 was New Orieans but that's whers he!
JE wWho =1se WS 1N your NI1=man Ciass  Trom ©the  Louth
besides Nell UDavis and sancton?

Ha:  wall, Neil Davis, Sanctoh., and 1 and tThers was & Tel)ow

namsd Henning Heldt, who was the editor oTf the Milaml Hersid

5 He s dead, he's been dead a long Tims, He was the Tiirst one
of our contemporariss To di=. L Tthink we weprs The  onily
southerners,  we wers The designarsed provincials.

JE: Hodding carter.

Ha: Hodding was a very closs Trisnd of mins,

S vou were good Triends Tor a jong time., you write i

Hearts and Minds about the occcasion 1n The summer and Tall o 4o

«

tour through tThe 2ast ToO

i
~
O
=
3
33

whisn vou and he went on a barn
kKind oT debate the . . .

Ha: wWell, I was just one app=arance.

HA S VEE, wWe wWere for a Torum onh The air. 1T was &

1

=
T
—~+
=i
I§4]
4

fown Hall Mesting. Teilevizsion was In 1Ts InTancy Thaen, DUt that

was A& bilg program on radio. It was & debate on S£g3regation.

i

-
b
i
53
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A one shot, and we had walter whits and a man namsd Hay
sprigie, who had purt & black Tacs on, nhe was & PlITTabuiran
PEDOrTEr, and Travel l=d in T h e south. They W e for

dessgregation and Hodding and L wers deTsnding The honor of the

South. I have & transcript of that. would vou 11ke that?
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1 wouid

IRREE

to i1sten To 1t.

(]
Jero Ghy wes, 1 owould detfinitely 11ke To read 17, H%Fifaal.
L think 1 have several., ihey put these Tthings out and sent tham
around. It was ABC, 1 gusss, and Jown Hall on The A1 1T wWas

in Town Hail

3
i

3%

D1g audisncs.,

JE In ‘4aw?

131

Has e T

The NAALE.,

story about the

up on. They nad Tighten

8]

JE 3 Pink cihe

MA S Hodd 1 ng

MoGT T He was very amotional.

Hi1s approach was about Tikes rFaulkn

S didn

knew this was coming, but he

white Tolks. H e

1

corrupted by tThe

n

.i

.7 M=

Hodding and

Tnterssting

Hodding was an

il

MaEw YO K. pgctual iy, we Phad

H

=

i1

m= 1 met Walter white, W

[+

They PUTTING The make-

2

garken down walter .,

feliow. He kind of 1iks

Tnterastin

5

L

C

¥}
H

P

i
(R

Justics and

I

WENT The bilack Tolks

WAR VEPrY PAatrict 1 think e

came Trom Hammond, Loulsiana,. L Think Thart's hi1s homs Town. AT
a matter of Tact, he had a newspapsr Thers DeTOre ne went 1o
Gresnviile.

JE 3 ihat's right.

MA S aANnd Betty, n1s wits=s . . .

dEr o she’s sT117 Tiving.  L'mogoing To talk To nEr.

HA vou should talk to her, her mind 13 wondertuli. She
reslly  ran  the business, Hodding was  ii1ke McGi1l, he was
gquixotic, he was emotional., but he was on the pright 31d=. e



would always do ths right thing. FOr o example, whein The Doyoott
was deTending 1he Gazelte Trom

he wfzetts, h=

he didn't entirely agres editorisily

The pivear, Although
with our position, ths JTaw and ordsr position, he was Jood. When
acked by the Citizens council he wantT a1l OUuUl TOr US.

We walre artrTs

W 2 He was & very honorabis man.

ry honorabls and &n INTeresting guy. He was vy
5 hell of a 1ot oT Dooks.
Jeroo Oh, God, he wrote a Jot.

A Me over-wrots, Hodding the Third said about nim

he saitd, Pihey reTasr To my Tathser as a moderate.’ ™ Me zatd, Ths s
the most immoderats moderate I sver knew.'  [Taughter ]
a5 & grsat drinking man. e

great cocksman and ne was & Q

Tost the sight of one syes and the other eve was Tailing.

JE:  How did he Tose 11:

HA It was 1n the ssrvics, It wasn't a war wound but he

Was  On mansuvers somewhers down In Florida and heooran Into &

i

ke that sye

%

i

balil. Phey nad to Ti

i

tto and punctursd one «

3

p S1m
out bescausze 1T bsgan To InT&ct The other one which Tragquentiy

happens. 0, he was Totaliy biind 1n one =aye.

JIE Like PiftechTork Een 11

jass aye, H1s

HA : yas, that's right. Hell, he

syesight was always worrying him and 11 was Tading and toward tThe

end he was damned near blind., He really n=eded a seeing-eye dod,

| ravaelasd and hes would sT171 drink & Jor. It aian't

st1T1

h

sut h

make much dittersnce 1T vouires biind anyway. [laugnter |



He was a cocksman, just a hell of a Teliow. He was realiily

sort of The Loulsiana patrician tyvpes, hunting, Tishing. .« . .

JE: He and McGi1iil really Tascinate me becaus

3t
D
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{51
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{

them &3 being much more admirablie attsr Brown Tthan basTors.

Ha: wWell, that's Trus. But They aiso had a rsaction that 1
didn’t have., L was much more detached, I guess., Mayine becauss
Lim an upcountry man. wall, McG11l was too, he graew up in The

s oemotional Teeling about 1t. ey got

i

i

h1717s. Brut they had thi

3%

&G

detensive about the South, They knew 1T was wrong and They say

That, but by God, thoss p=opis can't teil us what to do up there.

i kept smaying tThat hasn't got anything Tto do with iT. It this

3

1% going to be deait with 11 has to jeait with nere.

et
&

I

i
{

JET They knew that the day of reckoning was coming.

Ha s Yesn, they knew 11T, They accepted 11T, Tihe

3

y @l did, but

{

they just couldn't stand 1. It didn't bother me, I didn't have
that reaction. MciE11li, as [ once describsd him, nhe was &
political Tixer and he was troubadour, &8s weail &5 &vsryLiing
2ise, and Mciaill was deTansive, He reaiiy nad this thing about
some symboil of the South.

JE 3 was 1t somshow desp down Inside oTf tham =sssentially

racial in the T1in

o

analysis, That really they could not 1m&

thamselives making an accommodation of this magnitude?
HA No, 1 don't think so. 1 think they could Tmagina. i
think that wouldnit bother them at aii, but again, 1t would havs

tradition, as 1T 1t Just invoivea your
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JET It owas still going Tto be on Tthetir terms.



HA in & ssnse, but 1 think more tThan anytining 1358 with
them was this defensive attitude. "lt's them outsiders, goddamn,

vy aren't going te Tell us what Tto do.”

$1]

1 h

{

JE 3 God knows, the outside gave Tham plsenty tTo bs pilssed

5

about .

HA fhe outside didn't g9ive a damn.

JE 3 inatis right, tee, the Thing 1 see jooking &t 1T Tiom
my prospective 135 that through This time, through the jlate 30°s
and tThrough the war years, and &11 The way To BIOown, Thsprse wsie
Fome T&Irly COUrageous Journalilsts, preachers, SCadsEmMics., peopise
here and there and by the Time BErown came they had Tallen s1lent.
whaereas, Mcuwlll and Carter and a Tew OTher p=opls who 30rt oOF
wers deTeanzive Through That rtims, Thay were 30 goddamned outragsd

by the absojute deTiance of the JTaw That Tthev waent out there &and
took the Tightening out.

Ha: 1 think thatis trus,

JET And wvou did too.

the Tragedy o

P
)

it

Ha I kept saying over and over again thna

311

this 13 the detault of the goddamn =stabiishment. And 1 was

s, 1IN Hearts &snd. Minds saying it

[+

IR Svntoal ., as you would s

was  going To changs because once they o0 bR pad Tor
buziness they are going to coms around, but not beTors That. ¥ Oou

can't arague with tThem on morality, vyou c&n't arguse with Them on

tradition, you can't argus with tThem

basTards are just going To 1T therse

then, o©T course, they ars Jgoing to coms around. ey wili coms

around Just as Tar as they have To and no Turther.




Ihere was & brisef time, 71 3=&ems TO me, Whisin THers

of goodwill aftser they Tinaliily

!

Ihat began to diminisn whan

the biacks began, . . .
ffiere’s anpother aspsct of this that L1 have Thoudn

TOo. But, pOoTh HoddTng and

fot of peopie was standard

That were addressed To me--what Thess soUTHErn people

To have the Tie

Funning it

totally untrus. Lowas

s, and L think McG1ll was Too.

Do oyou Think McGeill and Carter would have

W T

i

1t

. MG

up

T apourt

SET 0. @

CHUmMNT &S

realiy

MovEmEnT ,

il
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HA I think tThey ascceptsd This. L eIt 11T was reEaily the
white man's burden., 1 mean, Thers was no way Tnat & DIAack in The

H had to have i 1ke me

[

Zouth could protest,

speaking out  Tor 1

or v Dabnesy & s
delighted when they began to taks 11 over, L had besen
ses This all along. Lelightsed to be relisved o7 the

L think tThat trus OoT Mcalll. Ne  cams  ar

W a

certainly accepted. « . . I Think 1T 1% very signiTicant Thnat he
digd at & black man's home when he had his heart attack.

Jb:  where was he?

HA w=11, There was some child who had done somstining,

graduated Trom high school, and he and NI1sS wiTe- - you

ar
Wa 3

wWaEnt g

A0

MoET i

T

AV

O

Durdens.

TOUnNd

Uia taik



to her about it--had gons out to have ainner with this bDiack

it
i51

m

family becausse McGl1l]l was 5o Impressed by The child--and he was
thers when he had the hsart attack.

imMis 15 interesting. Mcaill would do that, too.
thought That Kind of Thing was important, but 1T was TO Moad |1,

He would @o =at with black p=sople.

(531
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L told the story somewhsre about being on Adlal &
pilans with McGill. Do vou recall that?

Jer L think I do recall that story.

MA Thatis & typical mMcuill STOry. Ld been  wWilTh

VvEnson, This was in 'H2, McGilll was Traveling with

Hy

s

{

and L had bessn up In SpringTielid writing SOome Spesechss, I got on
the press plane, The: callisd 1T The SOUTHErn  Swing, &
We  went To

started off. we picked them up in S5t. Louls.

Okiahoma City and then New Orisans, then To Miami and then Dack

1

to MNashville. I had written the Nasnvilies spesch.

i

T. LOUls, MCGII 1 wWas Thels.

o

whzi 1 j1oined up with Tham 1n

hotel whers all the press was staying. There were

=
=3
¥
133}
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two Dblack corraspondents, Mew YOrK COPPespondents., and they nad

Just Qotten word That night that when they got To New O i=ans
they were not going Tto be able 1o stay 1n the hotsl with the rest
of the prass. New Orleans was segregatsd and we werse going TO

stay at The Rooszsvelt HoOT=s1.

ihat word had circulated and thess Two QUYS Were Saying,
fwe e going To maks a goddamn 1ssue OT THh1s wihen wWe get ThsEre
Tomorrow night.h MCGT1] was S50 upssT about Thils. I went and

told them Harvey schiesingsr [7], who was going 1o

—
]
=
O
z
+



the candidate, That This was

—

roub e coming Up  &nd That they

baetter know about T,

=
B
fid

ot on Th plane to go to Okiahoma City and these Two

1

1 i up Tront, MCET 11 &nd me - hie Took me

—+
<l

1
23]
~F¢

biack men o e

{

giong-~went up to plsad with them not to maks ths 1ssus which was

34

Joing To hurt Stevenson. fhey wers adamant and They Alcdy o,

53]

1
}

1T we can't stay at that hotsel Then we are g9oing TO NEve & pres

371

2!

conterence and blow The roof ofT.% McG1ll salrd. “wsii, 00K, . .
. L ocan hear him now. . . They wers going To 3tay witin, [ guess,

Uuent, ihey wares going To be put up In some placse wWith tihe Diack

university prasident. Mca111 saitd, “well, 1T vou can't g&t into

the hotel how would 11t be 17 ashmors and 1 camse OUT &nd 3TS8YEd

h

[§4)
i
o

17d, no, that woulidn't do sithner.,’

—t

with vou?" [Taughter y
50 we Dt The ground 1n Oklahoma City, and Dy that Tims L

reglized that the shi1t was really going To hit ThRe TaEN wWhen we

and 1 got off the piane and 1

—t

got to New Orisans. 50, MGGl

trying to Tind & teisphons. L thought [ would cali asorgs

Chapiain, who was Than the =sditor of The SIem, &nd 388 17 LGeorge

can't do something to t&il the goddamn hotei To 1ust §ook Th

3t

other way. Thers werse going to be Two bhiack msn TUrning Up with
about threes hundred peopls and no one would =Svelr Kiow WwWieT e
They stavaed 1n The hotsl or not.

1 was trying To Tind & T&iephons and 1 10 a1 i1 ana 1

i34
—
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couidnit Tind him. I was Jooking all around Tor him and waiting

Tor the cars 1o go into CGkilahoms City. Finally, i 3saw nim way

oyver by the Tancs. iheare wepre & bunch of Indian chiidren who

£33

warae on the other side of cycions Tence that had coms out To

73
#
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the candidats. MCcG111  was over There Just Taiking To The:

Tittie Indian children. He was just amused by children.

L got him and we& ot into Oklahoma city. L ogot & telsphons
and callsed Ge=ordgs Chaplain and =saild, “"J=ssus Cchrist, wsorge, (14

told him what was happsening; can't you T&iKk witih Thne guy tnat
runs the damn Roosasvelt HoTsl and Tal1 nNim THat nobody 15 J9010g
to know whether They a&rs 1n Thers o noty’ He zaid, “"on, No, No,
That son of & bitch 13 The hesad of The =tate’'s rRights Movemsnt
down here and all hs needs i3 an excuss to maks an 13sus out of
T ™

0, they got down there, they callsd & press CcontTsrsEnce and

by that Time 1T was aboul ning o'clock at nignt, 1 Jusss. We
ware  &all about  To Taks ofT  Tor  a  spesech with  LTEVENSO0N.

STEvenson's pra: man took tThes rap and said e was Ttotaiiy

5
1

1ibie, of courss, Ihey 1ssusd a statement and we a1l went

O
3]

SPON:

33
1571

down to tThe Franch Guarter and got drunk. I guess 11 [The s3T00Y |

was T1l=d, and Ihg New vyork f(imes ran about & paragrapn, and a
coupis OT other New York papsrs, otherwise, The whole THing was

1GnNored.

BUt Mcalil-~this was typical of McGill, this was the kind of

thing ha was willing to do--he would sTick hi13 Own NS8ck OUT &nd
zay, “yeah, L'7T1 9o out therese and stay with you.” It's hard to

t=11 about him.

s everybody's complicated. | mean, snit, nothing's

T
.
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i

simpie. WK, somg academics--Howard udum, Frank aranam, snd W.l.
couch wers a&ll togesther at the University oOF Northn Caroiina.

what L'm beginning fto Tind out 1% That They G114 not 1ikse one



another. They were yvepry compaTiTive, fney did & joft of work

behind one anotheris back.

Ha e Odum, 1 got to know him atter 1 got To Chariotte. I

hadn®t known him beTors, Then whaen | was doing Lhe Nedlo 1n. tis

ded adum as  The P

B

2chools, by that time Alex Heard had sucoes

titute. I =aw & Jjot of TtThem down theirs,. =

i3

o Tthat In

University of North Carolina Fress boudght The DOOK.

117 Thare

i
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couch, L Think, was

tarion when 1 at 1hs CLECiQile Mews

Chicago. couch had this repu

oT bseing somewhat of & JTib=ral. BUut, L Tound that most o7 peopls
down Thers at Chapel H117 didn't buy tniz,
couch got into soms kind of hassie witin Hutchens. e  wE s

apparsntiy a very diTticult son of & pitch. I never met him.

pasicaliy one OT These CoONTEntious

_,,
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makes an 1ssus out of @verything. CAUm wWaS ey
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a
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grEgation beEcauss he wrote That thing

it talksed apout the

¢
L.

Tor L1t and 11 became a boo

oT southern p=oplie, Th2ir arttitudss, GBUT, ne cams
around, oT coursse. He was probabliy, 11T S5&&ms TO me 10 THET

pariod, the most IinTlusnTial acadsmic 10 The r&gq10n. He was

=4

pragching regionalism and all that kKind o THING wWhich resily
didnit have 3 Jot tTo do with racs, but 1T put a more Droader

visw, 1T really attacked the old southern myti.

The way To g2t to eventual
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aves put

=OUTh. it
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academic that had

Frank G

was one hundr

tThese goddamn Bourbons

2 He

AL He

DEing what 1T 15.

JE 3 Wou

HAZ Lo

but 1 think

cams alondg. But he prot

Frank was out

with an old =t

have got tTo be

. He mads a gr

1t probabiy had

ol
He kspt Dringing out charts and

5% Tarm &

f§ ]

meEnt 1N The S0UTh

to that in New Bngland. 1T might have had ong o

thess wares the people that really

wasn't The planters, Too damn TEw: [HESs WeP s

not  the
the pilantation ECONOMY , they W 1N TihE

¥
31
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D
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TNt outr of Tnis. I Think he was
al as any acadsmic. . . . 1L can't think of any othner

reslly much Influsncs 1n this areas

raham did. He had this country preacher

acadsemic Tresdom. & Could Tignt oTT

TN North Caroiina.

managed some how To r=ally hold Hi1s Oown with Thsm,

waS responsible for the

bpivaersity of nNorth Carolins
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23y whnat 1T was?  One of the points

5 That 1T you MEASUrSE T om
these social 15:

nink Tna

-
i3
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L'm not surs
2 pretty good reput:
oduring the period
ked by all kinds, the

thers ons e

nundred percent. Me could

qo down and
hose manner and he T&ll The country peopls That we
Treed,

1



JEr Do vou thinik UNTVErs1t Ty i

any

WAS T remots

any

.
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HA NoT &t only uUniversity

Trom The That you o couid

Lt

attract Loutherners

VRS goddami

2Chool . Frivate UnRIVErsiTi=ss, Theirs

Emory, Duke and they wsrs notning 1o

They whateyer

@

G
thing.

Tak

3

; ot

JE

iH

Y Ou ortT

§

universities 1 Tabama, Georgia,

the

T

TnTius

this

el

o om
rre

SOUT

Louti

rEsily Ccail

15T Ingul shed

.,

1

noNorth

nce 1

that wers 10
gentismsn' s

Tulane ,

VLR

THOSE GAYS.

5 Fegiregation

53
]

they wars undsar = thumb of ail tThese poll1TI1Ccal deEmMagolUESs.
Mg And South Carolina, Tor God's szsske, CiEmaon,  aod
knows, was hardly a distinguished school. I went to zchnool thers

but 1t had ths g Tortune of having 1871

calhoun's son-in~-law, Clemson, i1£ave tns plantation
His w11l provided, which The state acceptad, nairv

WE S 1Te  trusite=s, e other haiT wsrs &)
T=gislature. o They had thess Independsnt Trustess

served until They Thelr succ

[$8
£33
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or

[

s

91

1 tThink 1t gave Them a degr OoT  ITNdepeEndaencs

University of =outh Carolina, ri1ght next door 1o

didnit Ihey waere Just T=2ansd on.

Gld Jonn

on thers wihao

and =Tt1711

S
ez

+

IWRele] )

House ,



JE 2 Even 50, 1T didniz

.

eniightenad social prosp=zctive 1ike Chapsl ®i11 |

Ha s NoT at &i11. As & matter of Tact, CISm30n, TNat Wasn' T
55 It was & technical school much i11ke Georgia iech.
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1T was Turning out @nginesrs,

JIE 3 LT we took the Tims To ook ws couid probabpiy idsntity

[ oTher  protessional

SOme | &wy i &nd FOMm= praac hers ASnd H5OMmE

peoplie who were progressive, southsrn, @niightened Toiks of Thnat

time who at T=ast would give Tip s&rvics To. .« . .

Ha well, Tor axampls, when Ths FUNd Tor ©hs AVancemsnt oOfF

Educartion put tTogether the aAshmors FroJscT, wWe &5

(]
33
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campus=s, EvaEry ons oT the

cholars ofT the southern

the Tact that changse was coming. ihaey weren'Tt out crusading burt
they weps  columnist and  =ducationist  and  whatever. ihey

the Tact that we would be DeTTer OFT 11 we
SYSsTEm.

got rid oT the dual school

tIT wasn 't o exactiy a 11Tmus T

Tt
23
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O
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HA They recogniz=ad . . .

N
14

JE you couldn't have gottan ThHelr COOpEration Unisss thsy

had that view of things.

A Fhatis right. L the Tirst place, The Tund went TO
ayspry damn university., privarte and public, 1n The Louth

aasembled Tthis thing and ofTered them a bDilank check.

g1l we want you To do 135 Use your

out what's the case,

w1 T,

Tet your pams bes associatead

JET How's this, and




Right, and not a damn univErsiTy woluld Touch 1% witihh &

Ha e

TEn TooL pole.
HIT T

JEr o Anciuding Chaps]
[ ihey went to ail of them,

—_

= &
Y

FA S Inciuding Chapel
y they sard . . . e & n 1 me
T o Go 1T &S

who wantead

Tulans, emory, and Tinall
Around

Tound that & wepre
individual s, 26
couldn't get an =sducator To gqoddamn su
BysEPyY campus, 1 think #ven the smail

vary Ttalling point. BUT on
rew distinguilshed 11ttlis schools, TO 30mMe =ATent
Wi oh R e

ners are fte
Tike CLavidson and Tike Hendricks 10 ArKansas,
R

W ik nad snougn

religious-orients
hell of & lot, and

1ndepandencs

They pr

S0Ome

—
Al
=
3
it
et}
=%
iy

g Tew Jood peop
S0 you wouid Tind

< Treadonm.

ihaey really be
Torun OuT

zople there who would even speak out on thi1s and weren'
i i AT &

431

P
OT TOW . But That's ths only place you would
state university L don't think yvou Tind them
And yet, you Know, 1

—

T 1

@

JE ¢ You can Just Torg
soUthern Auburn  UniversiTy anda the
Adabama proudiy announced that they had deisgations

Tive people Thers
WESN T AN It was

i do that bscause race

poverty and . . .
oon they wouldn't have darsed

)

JE2  and a 1ittie whilse Jats

{

HA:  Evarybody ran 1iks heil.
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‘s Ttalk about zome DIACKS TOr & minute. 7

_1
]
51
8]
-
-
o
—t
-
=
B

wants. It was pubiished

LDSED Lo you remember that names?

Ha: 1 don't remember 1
JE 2 RKayford Logan was an academic. IGE
sple Trom all over The Countiy,

D

8t}

ays in 1t by black p

Ne asKed Tor

tH
i

f

14

southerners. 1he book was 1nvited by W.l. COUCH,
This book, and when hs saw the manuscript
rod 188 1T was way Too

Wwas no way he could pubiish 1

[ RayTord Logan said, "1 vou don't pubiish
i couch thought this over and saild, “Air 1

Tace, L'm 9oing

it

pubiish 1t but 1'm going to writes a pr

an introductory pisce,’

HA:  Dilsavowing 11, [Taughter ]

) hat's exactly what he did. It s an
1T not only has LCouch's Pposition, wihich

Tmportant book becauss
dogs not stand up w=11 in the face of nistory, but 1t has &iso
TEENTITIEd a5 Deing

writers' positions. They wers

@ TtThirtean

radical to . .

group Trom

Ha e you don't have their namss;’

- ihatis what L'm Tooking Tor.

and L wanted To ask you 1T wou Knew some

vou That L wouldn't



JIE R NO, Youirs going To know soms of them. Soms  of  them

wars Jdentified as radicals and soms were JdantiTised a5 moderatss
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But they &11 cams

down The sames damn way. ey all said, “The evil here 918

]
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3

and 1T we don't Tacse up To THAT &vii  TiEn we &

1
b

£

neveaer going to be able to solve This other probism.’

Ha s ihe reason 1 say that is 1l've been struck by the Tact

i

that I knsw so0 Tew native biack Jeadsrs as such, =ven The
gcadamics, 1 knew & Tew University . . . L knew Charies

Johnson, for =sxample. L knsw Oillard, Lvent down at vililard, and

-

I knew Thurgood Marshalil and walter wWnite, DUT 17T ¥YOU THink about

imchk no occasion whnere I would
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EVED HSE ONE BVEN &% & SYMPatheTic =d11ob. ihese pEople WEere
under the table.
JE 1 [tis going To be interasting TheEn TO read this 113t 1o

YyOu . ihese arse the thirtzen people: RayTord Logan, w. L. L.

I 1

WA ADSEIMAN T Om
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wesiey, & 0
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Houston, Roy wWilkins, Fhiliip Randoiph, Wiliard 5. Townsend, inead

oT th

Q

b

@

d Ccap Quarters, Loxie wilkerson, Gordon Hancock, e was

Trom Norfolk and he turned out to be a Tairly signiTicant person,

Mary  McCloud Bethune, Fraederick 0. FPETTEr 30N, Firesident  of

Juskeges College, Georges Shuyi=sr, Langston Hugnes and Steriing

Brown, & novaiist,

A I didn't know any of thos

i1}
34}

o] I =0
white and DuBois, 1 met him oncs. They werse pational names, thsy

wera pot bilack Southernsrs,




JIE § ihey publiished this book and 1 Think oT 1T &3 & 30T

& benchmark book.
TN Lt sure 13, Not to mention the Tact that Couch would

not pubiish 11.

JE: He just said, "Hell, 1 can't do this.

Ha:  what they werse saying and this 13 signiticant. L would
@/ 1 chariotte, [ would say

when 1 was aditor

cdavs

i
-{
T
xt
O
=
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svarybody, '"Look, There's no bilack any londger wino 15 going Lo

support segregation. Now, you can deail o with Ttham on I=3sei
quasTions but you can't expsct any of These psopie, 1T They are
ihis 13 wnat happensd

t

Taks & public position.

D

worth a damn, To
southern Kegional Counctl. Thaey KepT Ttrying Lo
craddie the damn thing and Tinalily the bilacks wouldnit

R ar-
cven Charles Johnson, who was The MOST COMPromising. 58713, MO,
Thers 15 N0  Way. separate but  egual 1% nOoT  ACCEPTEDIE  TO
Dlacks .
JE: 1t took zmeven vears.
Ha: L used the Tine 1n ggitaph and used 1T OVEr &Nd OwEr
s Wit T

I recognized and kspt Ttrying to say to ot
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tabiishment, "vou have got

15 a situation 1n which segr

TO the blacks and dessgregation 15 not fe To o whilTEs.
ctically where we ars and how the heiil ar
fes]l with Thizs.l Evan 10 L1TT1e FOock They TiroTted out

kKind of damn Unclis Tom.




wanted to crsate Th1s sort of mythology that ©n

were plenty of biack pesopls who wers nepTactiy happy with the way
things were.
HA S fhatis right. A Jot of them wouldn't speak out but vyou

Knew damn well. . . . How could anybody sxpsct Th

ey

moto acd

segregation? I =aid, inobody  In his right mind would have

accepted segregation wiilingly.' It was asccepted before that

because They couldn't do anything about iT.

JE § Chariss Johnson and HEenny Mays and Albert Dent and &

handtui of those psoplie Jook now, sort of with ths hind
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airiy prophetic Tigurs
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HA Eight. Johnson 15 The only one I knew. L knew nim
Tairiy well. 1 was in a number of meaTings with him and once 1
was on & platform with him at & Nationsl Urban Leagus COnvention
in o kansas CiTy. 1 was very Tond of him. He was an eldser
statesman, an old man and sort of meiiow. He kept saying, “L'm
The s

not  concarned about mixing
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justice. That's what ['m atter. I don'tT cars
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mix or not, That s incidental . b

He was really the eslder statesman. He was & pretty §9o0d

schoiar, He had writien several books. e

there, L think, actualiy the key figure 1n putting The Soutnern
Regional Council together,

JE 2 He abzolutely was. A5 @ martrter oT TECT, TH&rsE was &
1tTie bit of Intrigus tThalt wenT with TRAat wihole THing.

A 2 ihat's right.

JES O That Durham mesting wherse The blacks and . . .



One
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Ha:  sure, and there’s this old woman down neie

who set the wholis thing up.

JE yeEs, Jessie Uaniel Amss, she 2T 1T Up, and 1 Think

she was Trying to cult odum oTT.

JE 3 She saw Odum taking 1T In & daifterant direction. But

F T i D s

ANYWAY Charles Johnson Wi OT That dOCUme
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It tried to maks to room without accspTing SE4redation

HMA

To make room Tor 2vaerybody. McGI1 1) was wavering DEck &nda Torih
around that time period. L wasn't invoived with any o that. I

guass [ owas sti111 1n the Army.
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JE 3 ihis was 1n ‘44, YOu  weap s

was instrumental in that mseting and The 3UDSeqUEnt mesTIing 10

Atlanta and the mesting 1n Richmond but Then ns d1SSPPEsred and

never darkened the door of The =Sk,

HA S ihat's pight, 1 know 11,

Je:  what do you Tthink thart was apourny

§

f31]
31
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was That, L gu

i

HA L w211, apparsentiy what happsned

i

% the Southsrn Regional Councii, chsirman .

L

—

O

0
jxil

Dabney was Then he

JE & Mo, They asksed him to bs and he nesver would do 11t.

Dabney never would do 11,

A Flaming would know The detalis about This. DUt my

TE LANTe ] Ames  wWOoman Saw what  wss

1]
1%

Tmprassion 13 that this oes

H
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promotad Johnson and These pEopis To N
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211 bilack mesting and coms ©OUT WITH & Pelatively modsratsly



program, and  she wanted To pur  Them Ttogether with  The Oid

commission on Interracial Coopsrartion.

BN OF TARE 1, SllE A



3

START OF TAFE 1, Slbe &

John Egerton: e e e e 1t was alrsady gqones

Hairry Ashmors: L think he [Meaill] dilsappsared somswhere 1n

thers, L don't know wny and 1T may D& DeCaUs2 ns

WaE ouT OT The

country. He got a traveling T=110wWwship. He Spent aADoOUT & yeal

@

N

. . 1 know during the war he traveisd a Jjot. I don't Know. I

never taiked to him about 1T, but I know the Tact was That Mcodiiil

i1 out Tairiy =ariy [with the Southsrn Hegilon

T - @l Councii], and

I
4]

odum sard at ons point when They wers putting all Thiz togethsr,

he said, “"where are all of tThose spilendid 1Mbaral Journalists who
whars supporting us 0 The beginning? They &l

disappearsd.’ why he did 1t 1 don't know.

JE & Jonathan Daniels never had much To GO witi SRO.

HA NO, Jonathan was again, ong of

These weiird KIindg of

people. JOnATNAN Was mainly & 11TErary man. 1 tikec

#11 of his instincts were good. BEUT, he didn't work hard. i =
was & rich man's son and he drank & 10T oT wilskey. e had the

newspaper. He was undsr the shadow oT oid Jos tesTord [¢]. Lt

was  such a lTong shadow. He  wrote  The D00k, A Soulhsrinsr

plscovers The -outh. Jonathan would

WAy S COme Oout on TH

3
t

[s4]
_
LX)

side on these 1s5sues, but, he was no crusadsrs

JE2 carter didn't have anything To do with

SHO during that
HA L don't Think so. L don't Know wi
Larter was out of Hammond and he was & vepry

JE§ He was 1n areenviiie, L guess, by THEn.
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Har  Gresnviiie and Then he was 10 The Army Tor & long time.

JE ¥ I'm thinking about Trom ‘gb 1o ‘oHu, L don't Tind

i

Mca111. or G

i

rter, or you or Jonathan Danit@is reslly 8ng

P MO, what wes wsre trying to do was tell them 1T°

i

coming. 1 =said in Chariotte and later in LITTI& Rock That you

T1Cs TRAT

i

couid support--anything that support The nams oT U

53

i

didnit involive race mixing vou could gs&T away with. You couian't

i
O

T support but you wouldn't get dirummed out oTF The cCommMUNiITy.

JE you wouldn't get shot.

MA IT vou went ovar that Tine then you wers Joing To CaETch
11, ihe prowpn decision bisw that out oTf The watsir and Trom Lihen

o it was on The tablisez, vou couldn’'t avold 11T anymors onceE 1T

$

got to the school thing. ihat was reaily the situation. 1 think
there was nobody 1n politics or in publiic 1iTs, mMinister oF
whatayer  was  preaching Tol desegregation UNTT the Biown

decizion. iherse were a fTew radicals but they ha8d no AUdiIEnCE

.

ihat's when the Southesrn contersnce Tor Human welTars

Jbr 1t took them, hell, 11T Took Them 111 ‘46,
MA Then they weren't talking to anybody except sach othesr.,

JE G yas o and nobody

Lidlian Smithn dian't

=

B

<

O

it}

=
=

.

.

®

ST LidTddan smith was out Therse bsating her Dreasts withn &

Tew biacks. 1 wrote about her. L had great sympathy Tc

C
%
¥

3h

0

had the artist approach, that!is very smotional ., vary d=

seated Teeling oT right and wrong. 1 nave the same gensrsl




conciusion but my probkism was how The nsii do  you Hold &
community togsther so you can begin
Jer 2o, really when you coms down To 1T 1T E pretty Nard

imaEglne ven in retrospect, thi1s south coming voluntariiy To

CourTts and tThe

social retorm without tThe pr=

WO . Lt took

e
it

A Nevar would have dons 1T without Thnos

both of Tthem.

JE 2 It Ttook both of Ttham.
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Brown decision, To Tibsrate Tthe Dlack
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and over again That vyou could Take tThe
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mave |

N Montgomery only arter Brown. EBeTorse That Ths goddasaEmn

£
4
[$2]
3
-
i1

troopsrs and police would . . .

3
—
el
i
o

JE:  would kill you de=ad.

Ha:  No black man in his right mind would nave Tiriea to o 3

3

buz bovcott until artter that. What that did,

i

Fadaral aovernment, which didn't want to be Thners, on Tne 37148 Of

T oTime. That meant That &il the powsr i

i3

the biacks Tor the Tir:

the =2outh, political, JTaw enforcemant 1n The whits hands, was Tor

not & r=actionary Torcs.
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T

LOrassure Tie

MESPTIN LUTHEr KIing's whol& movemsnt was
Kaennedys in wWashington to comg in. hatis what 1T was &1 1 &bout.

Upport in The

i3

without them therse was certainiy no indigenous

[

SOUTh., Lo would zay, weass]indg, =sven arter Brown, THat my deTense

Tighting Tor this was that The guestion 15 §$oT

o
=
—
—
~
4
(T’

desegregation 1T's law and ordesr.




Jero o owe s3t117 had to squivocats on that.

M2 Actually, T was & trus atateamant. e gquesTion 15,

you'lre going to have rioeting 1n The HTtresets or you' e nol.
knew damn well that the Zouth wasn't going To put up with FPi1oTing
in the strests. JThey had put up with desegregation Fratnsr Dad.

JiE 50, aven 1T peopis Knsw 10 their minds 1 1850 That

sEgregatTion was doomad, they couldn’'t Khow 1n Thailr hearts. e

H

PDArAETEd UNTIl reEailty  gotn

E
-t
=
&1
i
i3t
=5
ol
=
f$4]
Gt
ot
31
i
31
&
i
<

Wit e

131
4]

drummsed 1nto theam.

to Jook art aili o us &S5

1

i

W

i)

HAa ihey wera, You &1s50 N
growing up faving REAVEC Known  anytning EXRCEDT & tortally

socTety . Mmis 1% askI1ng Tor & social changs ot a

3}

gqregated

i
i
B

$

magnitude that's JT=aving out all jJustice. EVEryDOody had grown up
azsuming  that this was the way The worid was and That we ' ve Desn
through this very bad sexperisncs getting rid of siavery. ihe
question, 1 would say, =ven ths most eniightensed best sducated

white peraon at that Time, The question OT JUSTICE wWasn ' © resily

s is very important, 1 Thnink, Trying To =sxplaln That.

AlT of these books of mine, with a&ll The examining, 1'm Trying to
axaming my own attituds. How did I get to This point Trom whers

I started? wWhat changed my minds 1 Think 10 my OwWn Cas

h
-4
1
3

Targseiy a rational rathsr than amotional rasponse, it wasn't &
response to Injustice, which 1 could =s=e, but 1T was The T&CT

That none of This made any sense what we wara Trying T do.
But, 1T Y Ou Think about T most S0 1T EnTENEd Wil T e

southerners at That time, who would movae Oout and 3Ttand up with



tThe question oF really InJustics whlch yoUu COUld 588 &

TN

admitting them TnNTo N13S

Tively, The notion of simply

Forelgn To fim he would

was something that was 50 Tors

Iis

1

oW BOQTETY

i

173
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H1'm pot going te objaet,®

pEop e who had tihs
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ihe truth of the mattser
attitude-~-this 13 realily TtTrus, 1T'3 AIWays Desn &

e

resily tolsrant
Focliche wherse tThe uppsr class people wWio Khsw Jdamn well

s=d InTErmingiing 1t

1
t
i
ot

iy That i1 the blacks ail star

i

b

instinctiy

wasn't going to atfect them much anyway--They might accspt & Tew

biacks. fhey were 10 charge of Tthe community &nd ThHat wasn'

could T&t those TolIK:s qown Thers g&t

iy
-
')
o
=

going to chang

fardly a nobls attituds.

-t
Al
aH
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5 nOT1On. e of the

ca3ingly obsessed with a

L put to myself & long Time &g90 was sayindg, 1 Know 3¢

the Civil war was a terrible mistake., Wwe were on The wrong $1de
=, Itis pregrettabls That we couldn't win The

Srmy . 1 don't know what 1 would have thougnt Then but 1

damn we17 the strong f=2eling 1 nave now would not nave De&ei
atftectad,

you can't go back and project DACKWANdS &Nd WhaT pEople

- done on a moral i1ssus. I think ©That's Tne probiemn

should have

you Tacs To soms extent tryindg to Tigurs ouT wnhy THE SoUuth never

tice that a 1ot of Southerners

U1

voluntarily movaed to end The 1nju

recogni zed.
1T was Just 1mpossibis.
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HA 1tis exp
Africa. I read a review The other day, thers's a new
Lhe Mind of Zouth Afric¢s and the author says his
He s5ays

TOC much . You seé 1T

cashis book,

ara2at.

1Ty dif

bazically

18 50 D
Hers we wapa
are with about a

surrounded by

judg=mant

going To

50me

changesd

JE 2 SO

outh Carolina

Ty they

and mostiy

tThe

Shakedown

I donit

Bates |

Commun 1 Ty or
JES (RN

i

Mind of the =“Oouth. &

Well, 1

and Tor

i Columbia.

ramaembar

About

i

Think That 18

L.

1)

TT I

@

with about & ons Third minority
Than tThat ofT

| 285

thi rd

1l

I always said.

5 white South ATrican

now created 1T, 1T

The =2outhn's

south.

31}

e chnandsd mucn.

nadn 't

the g
there was &

black press
becams rather noted.

I
WaEs no

Iharea

ANY S1gNITICANCE .

wars shaksdown =51

whitTe Tolks Tor soms r2ason and T

anybody and ons oT Tthe

3

how Tnfiuential Lvailsy

luentT

=13
=
=ty

pape WS noT
gl s5e,

anywhers =
= oQquUy ., JOhn MCUray, wrote & week|
naging . LT you read that column

Y

Now

HNd

Wil T

wouid

ain'r

LYy

DiaEck

i
WA

R o
MASLE

AT ON

Cy TOWD

P SOUEn

call

it

W R

parat s

peopis
T pass

I S
LR IE I R L

8Ty WAS
It has Desn
nEmed  John
2110

NEWspap
t=

E

tiey would

his whnols=

o e 1ot e fob e ]
PED TR PRSI B
TNE DI&ACK

O

column

cHlled



talking to nobody. wnNobody h=ard nim. 1T they

~<
=3
bt
<
o
B
(14
=

been wondering how 1n Tthe nal |

gquy bhecause hae really was 1ooK1ng
and the signiTic he did in soutn Caroiina 15 That he was

5]

the Tounder of the Frogressive LDemocratic Farty. it was a biack
group that was formed atter ths white primary thing. He remained
the tituiar h=ad of 11t right on Throughn. Ihey sventually put Hiim
on

fvi)

chain gang Tor & Jlib=1 conviction. nEsas

gl Nesqs TO i

recogntzed, 1 tThink,

Ma:  He should be, of course, you Tind, L Think, 1in

sald Th

W

Y had no Intiusnce -

44

Ihey had

AQICA] Yiews &nNd were
urging biack rights. ey had 3o 11TTle InTiusnce The wiilte

paid no atrtention TO Them. e Dlacks waren't

ITnTlusnced by them,

=

individuailiv, JT1ks Uaisy's puspand, old L.o.

BATes, was
absolutely outspoksan, He was Tor hils DEopies FIgnTE &na Uan sy

was Too. She was & ver Y DEEYE WOmaN . BT,
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SON:

3
(4]

quaEnce, THat's a1 L'm 3aying, Ti

&, 11ke& Mclray, no doubt.

I couldnit think of a biack saderr Time  in Soutn

overall white
community was concernsd,. Ine only ones TNat you &velr hes

¢
<
4]

whneTher They wers

basically

T

nna|e loms  or

=
O
1
-
-3
@
t1]
&3
b
M
 §

preachers or the black colls=c

i
4]

pPrasidents.

une of the things that always amazed me wep

s3]

TiveE Couirtesy
; 1 think only 1in The =0UTh, &

WEHE S WaY5

DISCK artorney




addressed as Jawyer, Lawysr asmitn. vou'd give nimo& titis, he
dicdn’t have one really, DUT Lawysr Smith oF ATTOMNEY Smith.

JE Lo you remsmbsr the Ccase whers The DIAack S&rviCosman

i

i3

passing through South Carolina on & bus rignht arter Ths War Jot

into a fracas in zoms 11tTtle town and The cops punched his syes
out and he was biind and bescams a bi1g national

Hae vaqualy 1 remember 11, I Think 1 was gone Dy Tha

time . IT was atter the war and 1 nevar QoT bhack There attsr the

. 2 hat's right, vou o wers In North Carolina.

Hoa e 1L was 1n Charjott=.

HA S Thers was another Tamous case That came &iong iatsir
but this was a matter o Trying to bury & Diack veaTeran in &
vETErans cemsetary. wWhears was thaty

A 3 L can't ramember now,

HAa: 1T was somewhers 1n The 20Uuth.  That was a Hig 153us

AE 3 ihen there was soms black journaii1sts Trom The NoOrtTh

wito Toward Tthe Tartter part of this period camse LSouth. Card

i

Foil ottley and fed roston and Jamss LBooksr
Ha ¢ 1 knew Jim booksr.
JE. 2 who was he with?

'

HA:  He was with the _Amsterdam Mews, 1 think. Ted Foston

was the only one, 1L think, Trom a white nNewipaper. e wirote for

Lhe New York FPast.

JEI ihatis riant. Me was & Southerner, ne was Trom

Kentucky .



MA S carl Rowan was . . .

He was with Jhe MIDN2apolls STarr.

e
T
.w

5 oT our

HA Carl has bscoms one OT The Pea|

5

Tims and he's ..
JdEr o D1d you have any conTacT wiTh any Those JuUys DAECK Theny
By e yes, 1o omet aimost &ali of  Them,

“pe They moved around  Los

JE O Up o until LitTtle Kook you probably dldn’T s8€ THEmS

HA L 1 think 1 saw Cari ROowan once when ne cams Throu i

doing somsthing. any of them that got down Tthere hs ususily

1

ToTime 1 owas out 10

i3
i

would come around The newspapsp, By T
Littie Rock. L don't remsmbsar. Mavie when I

Hw Zom=z.

1

i

Yo oweEre 91vaen TNE usual cour

34

I must say That th

nouse as you would any ouT-OoT-Town FEportaEr, L

ayary Nnewspapei. Evan 10 ‘fai"e@ﬁ'v‘iﬂlllt?, L'm 3Uurs we waei'e COUrT£0oUus -

~probabiy couldn't Take them to Tunch.

m ocoms 1h to visiT. e UDiki1crat

14

JEE But vou would T=t Th

TO BIrmiIngnamy

44

convention 1n ‘48, did you 4o over Thar

i Democratic Convention when

HA I didnit go, I was at ths

®

e e

{6

&

135

thay walked out. 1 had & lTot of Tamiiitarity with 11T Dhsc

d

i)

d

(3]

was the Tirst head of 11T and then Strom ThUurmond succe

fim. He was slscted at the convention 1n MIs331531ppl which Tihe

adjournsd and saild they
have to walk out. Ihen They came back anda actually ss&t up T

states ' Rights Democratic P

il
i

¥

weres going to Fhiladeiphia and they might

M
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1t oup but he couldn't walk out on
i Biii

Ben would ha:
jocked

;\
[l

Fuibrignt nad nim
1 L was

convention beacause BI11]
as deisgation.

55

The
Fuibright Torced a unit ruls 1n the Arkan

up thers with them.

41}

JE ihey wouldn't let nim vots,
i=t nim go and he couldn'T ¢ i
iy would have

te

HA NO, They wouldn't
with him. But, normally,
deiegation

contTrois th e

Tegation
DuT

1
1]

[«
I

ArKENS&ES

uzsually

controiisd. lhe governor
Fulbright, who didn't want To do bolting, §otT started =akily
to Toad the delsgation with & bunch of his p=oplie.
5 role in oall o thisy

2rough
JE s owihnat did vou think of rFulbrignt's
I think,

Fulbright was an ornamsnt,
Thing as 1've 5371d.

3
Ft

well, Bi111

21

FA L
qregation

rtas and Minds,

anates,
. . "~

i

]
-
31

=
{1

thaty L told them they migh

guilte candid &pout tih1s in hi13 own Dook

Well, Fulbright was
apout tThisz jater. He =331d Tthat he conciuded That thers
' The southern

writing
way That he could be ctad and not S140n
actual ly

D

He did mors tThan That, n

that was Tnexcusable.
Lhwe slways saitd, 1 don't know wnether that's Trus of i
but 1 point out That @ Stes kefauyer madse 1T 10 Tennessss &ndg 1'm
not & damn bit sure That rulbright couidn'r ns SOV TYET T
Ne was noT Sod T P

CONFCTOUS d=CcT 310N,



and Th
and th

ANy

dipiomars,

wasn 't

wWearEn T

way, but

b did.

ANNoyanc

[ think the

for

PEA
supported

s

JE

HA It was

during the
tributes  to
deteated 1n

I mesE i & e

ractal

LONgress,

Wihat

g because he

acks up theares and that's wa
g whole damn Thing was an annoyancs

prajudicea, e would deal w1 Th
He Just wanted the goddamn

He didn't h

5 OvVer and over again that 1 did.
around blacks 1t might bes bigotry, 17

you had

)

soms Te211ng apout

I}
¥

The s

=
43

X o

—

d  the wholes thing To nim wWas
& That wouldn't Just go aAway.

greatest tribute to Fulbright

and a pretty good or
University of APKAansas
& was Too 1iberai. i
5 That pollrtical cars

48

I
in other words, he

£

ort of

QoT  bumped
%

H

Y

qot  absolutely  prun  out by The
the guy who Tost and Tthe T low whno wWoi,
as% right out.

year would That nave besn?
befors th because

grew up therse 10 Faystt

TGO 1M, H &

thing To go

AVE ANY QUL Tea]

@
s
$1]
(:x
i
T

and the

fnat's

HOYETrNnor.,.

Fulbrigaht wa.

y up 1n tThe

B RUR:

DTher people

]
)

ERES
L

@

=, L con't

4 God

wWES  That

o LN n &
- -~ Lm o~
T s NEd

W

g ouT o7

j

HOomE T AGK N

NG apout 1T,

QTN

40

cornsr

f
I

<
D

¥y L

1

That

@

Lot nk

JEMN

1) &
j&

5,

S 1N LOoOnNgr=es3
WE He went to the enate atter The War

Fulbright, I

i & Tinaiiy  got
Arkansas--he shouldn't have un, DUT  §©e  did L
Joing 1n and Talking to Bob Hutcnens Tthe next



£ tns ang 1

kKnew Fulbright. we were spescularting about

d, ''vou can say whatever vou want about Fulbrignt.

i1
O
—

Took back owver the period,? he was thers Tignting Mc

cast one of the Tew votes--only two votes against MocCarthy

GonawsE n&ad o arT

aid, " what & different history Tthis country woul

had & hundred rFulbrights in the Senate during

£
$4)
=
e
a

vears, W Hutchens said, "1 would have setitied for Tiftty-ons.’

Hae Tesd the opposition Tor the vistnam war. rFuibright 135 a&n

Tneidental ly. IT you gst 1o

23
2H
«t
e
o
¢
<
f44]

ITnteresting guy. He b

£

washington vyou ought to talk with him. L think he would say

about that. . . . He'ls just recentiy gotiten another book out.

you could Tind a&imost all thess. . . . He s vepry candid about
it
I don't know 11T he may have besn damn right about that, but

e might have bsen wrong.

wiliing to taks &

JE. 8 It was just wasn't something he was

HA It he had taksen the chancs,

and kefauver Dboth survived In  JTennesses, and Arkansas  &nd

Tennessse are very much aliks,

JE: Right, they are,

&N apis Tto he would have bDean

i
i3
i

i}
o
e}
1)

A2 I think sven 1T he b

kKennedy ‘s Secratary of Htats. It Jjust ended his caressr. s

'

this goddamn maniTtTesto hung around his neck . . .

JEr o He ended up paving a pretty heavy price.
cdid. He wanted To be Sscretary of State.

I

AL M& sur

kennedy wanted him.



JE 3 you don't think he was & racist the way Jimny Lyirnes
WE S ,
MA NOo, not at a&il,. I think L say, 1 ©Think hs was
inditTferent to that His only rsaction was one of irritation, ne
wanted 1t To J0 away., It would have besn pertsectiy suitablis to
Nim to be segregated and he didn't give a damn whether The did
or didn't
J g [tis kind of curious, you Know, Pight in that period
around the tTime of ftThe war or right atter the War, you had Li115
Arnall, you had =1d McMath, vou had Jim Folsom, you had ruibright
and vyou had Clauds Fepper, oT COuUrss. A nUmbEr OT peEopis WHo
really could havs besen the lTegaders of a real sociai movament, DUt
thaey never goT vary Tar with 11 and they never rEaliy 4ot £ven
Tar enough  to a1k among themssives &abourt ieading  such &
MOV EMeEnT
HA ihey a&ll knew they couldn't deal with Tihs DIiack
probism, they szt that asids. inen you gt the 1DEral. o . .
talk about that whole category of peopls, KeTauver, fulbrignt and
E1T1s Arnall. Their big pitch was, ‘welve Dssin Q1sCriminated
agsinst on Treight rates,” which s trus.
B vyes, They wers hammsrad.
Ha s The othesr Thingd was resource deveiopment, Tennsssses
vallsy and bQi]ding the dams and Th1s 1% To get s0me prospsrity
down hesre. gverybody 13 for prosperity, everybody Knew we wers
poor . L0, they wers peally oOTfT  on  The Henlry Grac K1CK
bazically.
JE 3 yes, thatis what 1t cam=

down To.



Ha: That was progressive and They were Dig HOO3eve T pEoplie

lopmant &nd ThH1s Kind
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becau:
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of thing. TVA was & very critical 1ssue and 10 Arkansas 1T

&

piiied over there, becauss the original pProposai was tTo develop

33

the Arkansas RIver Instead of Thne Tennessse plvei .

0ld Jos 7. Robinson, who was Ths majority ieadsr in the

sznate and Jater was The vice-prasidential nominges, DIiocked the

Arkansas thing Tor the Arkansas rowsr and Light Company. e &i:

o o oon

happensed to be counse] Tor The Arkanssas Fower and Li1gnht Company.
ihe big 133ue with ail of that out There, Thisz was Y&y much

IOCIalism, wnich was (vA, Tirom

crossing  the MI1ssTs31ppl  RIVer, verybody in the mid  Soutn

uti1iities, which mergsd up ArKans Louisiana and mMississippi,

Vi)
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stand alxai1nsT any reEsourcs

£
s 3
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They 9ot &ll Thess political hack:
development out Theres. FUulbright was on their s1de, he was Tor.
REA was & big 1s53us too, Rural elsctriTicartion Administration.
JEr o wid Fulbright want & Tva on The Arkansss rRiver!
HA ves, nhe supported all that. He supported VA, he

supported the REBEA. IThat's wherse he gQot hi1s Di1g FMUral support.

That was a way Tor the country psopi=s To J&T TNose GOAdaEMN POwWSD

13
3
—
-
1

lines. In fact, tThe KEA COrps MOVEMENT 10 AMKS&N3as
vary powsrtul political Torces to this dav. A congressman later

becamse the head of 1t. what tThe hell 13 his nams? He s dead

now ., I think he was tThe congressman Trom Th:s mountain distirict
up there.
JE Do you remsmber The book That arnali wrote, [ng Shors

WImiy. GSean?
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JE Lo you know anything about how Tthat pook cams
written?
Ha Not reaiiy. L reamembasr whnen 11T Cams out. My ondy

connection with Arnall was that 1 had gones To Chariotts at The

the Two governor crisis down here. ihe Tirst time [ sver

Zaw MoEl1ll was when 1L came down To write some STUTT Tor

chavlotie nNews. 1 wanted to see This confTrontation, Herman

faimadgs and poor EI1711s was st1171 trying tTo hoid onto oftTice. L
went out To ses him at that Tims and, oOT courss, 1T Was & veiy

distracting kKind of intsrvisew, ine book was airsady out and 1

don't remsmber any of the circumstances.
JE would you b= inciined To TNIink TNat he wWrote ©That DOOK

himselT or had 1T writhen?

Ha: L think 17 1% entirsly possible., 1 don' T Nave any

fa
i

-1

whether hs did or not.
JE Did you ever nEar of & Quy Named LUEwiTT

13T herse 10 town in ATlantas
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HA L He may have had a ghosT writer, It wouldn't surpriss

me either way. 1 think 1115 Arnall was . . .
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collection of spessches, pretiy mucn.
JE ¢ 1T holds rtogether surprisingly weii &andg 11T S I

1T

@

wirltten, L think this guy Robsrits wrot



HA S Arnall was intelligent and, 1 think,

a& Tairiy

Talljow. 1 never heard that sither way, 1T wouldn't n

1 -~

diTiference, 1 don't think.

[$4

JE 3 There again, here’s & guy who WAas wil

i

national magszines saving & day oT 11b&ralism

SoUTh but he wasn't taiking about races.

s MG Kacs was ofT 1imits. Y O

anything =iss, you could Talk about the poor Toliks,

JE LT was not Tthe subjsct. LT's hard

s

Across, DUt Tt's trus.

Hia: Mot the subjsct and they Knew 11.

TING

1E GEwWnng

COuU g

s
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JE ¢ Itis hard to g2t that point across, but T

Je o Waltes waringis

A I never maet the Judgs. L knesw Tom Waring,

nephaw, The Judgs cams along artser my Time in

read a JTot about him and L met his wiTe onc

STING bacause N1s 5&8ma
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was inter
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ton =stabliishment bescause
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roe:
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AQHINST  Th
divorcss, They wouldn't take ner
pratity sprightiy Tady.

S0, L never knew wheare

P

O

he got marriesd, he nad begun to changes his view

¢

TICES. In tThat opinion o hi1s,

£33

the real Tnju

Saregartion, per s

53

suprems Court Tinally ruied,

JEr o Ri1ght, tThatis whare That phrase came

justics lay in T

south

RS

TN ANd Ane wWAas

@l ly accountsd Tor hi1s aATTITUds and he always 581
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Has He 81350 blsw up betors That. He 1 Usd & coupis  of

5
53]

court opinions That. . . . wal7, wnan South Carciing trisd To

i

repeal The Democratic Farty and have 1T entirsly pirivate, he Diew
that. He a&alzo lectured the Jlsadersnip, Saying That TH1s 13
ridicuious. 1tis & preambise to thart,

JdE:  He sure did. inat was an=ad oT &1 Thi1s other stutf.

Hoa He had bsgun to Take Th1s PposSITTIoN. Me always Said
that his opinion began To changs when he PEcognized what was
happesning. L think he had besen Tlotton LG Smith's campalgn
manager, he had been the counsel or ¥

stablisnment Then.
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M vyes, and he was & membper  OoT The Yaint Ceciiia

society. 1 think he got thrown out when he marrisd the widow.
JE Lo you Think Thers weaprs ever ANy COmMMUNISTs 10 The
Z0UTh 1IN POosTTIons O &ny AULNOrITY !

HA I don't think. ., . . L'm sure Thers were & Taw, Dut I

NEvVer mst a Communist.

JE: dsn't this more of & damn Jok=s ThHan anytiing Seriousy

Ha s OT course 1T 15. what you had were peopls 11ke Arnold

3

f

i )y father, who were old populist or oid tugeine v. Labd:
50CTA115T5. you had soms o7  Thass who wWeirs mors o | &55
Marxists, BUT, Christ, & Ccommunist FArty member. . .« . iy

Arkansas the Communist Farty, when Thay Tinaily goT SO0MEDOCy O

§

The ball

e
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Henry wallace on the baillot, Ther

O

o 2

it

2

O

i

communists in Arkansas that the headquartsirs of  Ihe  Arkansas

1

O

communist Farty was in Oklahoma LTy, Ihey didhn't nNave £noug

have an ofTices 1n Little RKook.
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1've thought about thisz ang L don'Tt remembsr s££10g &Ny
known card carrying member of tThe Communist Farty 1o all my vears

of practicing journalism. LT They were Around you wWould have

=

i

nootheEm. fhey JUsST wsere not around. INe DISCKS wWerse nevep

43

taksn 1n by tham.

JE ihey never went Tor 1T.

M Fhey wsre absolutsly hostile To 7T, PhE whoie THtng

muzt have

i

L

18

med amusing to them. Inese gQoddamnsd docTirinalrs

peopis Taiking mMarx, who the h=ll could read Marxy That wasn't

4
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L had a desp-sea OrY, wnlch 13 & Vvary unpopuiar one, i

2%

uppose, that The only JUSTITICATION TOr deEmoCiracy . « o+ . YOU Ve
got To undesrsztand that [ get this out of my having to deai with
populism 1n The Zouth. Fopulism 13 inherently consservarive, 1T°3
nevar 1iberal because 11's bassd on selTt-intarsst, whatever the

self-intersst may be. Reagan was. Tor Christ's S3Kke, & popuiilst,

x1
—

He would get tThe Tisld of the peopie who wers SIFINST

government and didn'tT want to pay Taxes and wWhiatsver.,

b3

I think the oniy JustitTication Tor the popular vor
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intTiuencs 135 negative, constraint on the &11T151 who
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are going To run the damn government anyway. But, as
eTfecting a policy change, 1T won't do that. It will probably go
the othsr way. ihe best vou can hopsg Tor 135 when hey are
guisscent, when They Tet & 1iTTie progress Nappsin, winlch 15 wihat
happ=ansd 1n thes south.

[t was not that anvbody wanted To dessgregaTte Dut They qguit

opposing 17T. IT wasn'T worth 1T anymors. ihis 13 perbaps a



cynical visw, but 1 T=el very strongly about This. LT you appssi

on A& moral of doing whatis right and Just, 1% sesems To me,

1510n when ThHat ever carried as

such, uni=zss it was backed by an invoived senss of seit-1nterasnt.

the 1iberais 10 Ths country

feil

For exampis, at one time,

supported the union movemsant. well, this was & good s0Cial

movemant becauss 1T removed soms authority Trom The establiishment

and put 1t In the hands of peopis=s. BUut, o©F courss, once

i 4
= o
{q

0%
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unions got establiished they becams Just &s reacTionary and

nter

@
i1

sted as any oTher part of sociaTy.

I think this 13 what 1tThe south&rn Expelisnce 3N0WS.
Fopulism in the fouth, 1t might have tThe highest motives, 1t
migaht attract psoplie of very high principliesy but once 11 got To
be & genuine majority movamsnt 1T Tturned on seit-intersst.

Thatis why the old original popuiilst couldn’t kesp the biacks and
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himsalT. 1Lt becams & very white Thing, demsgoguss, MO

i

Carolina, they had again a Tusion tor awhii=. Arkansas and most
of the states had never even attempted it. South Carolinag never

was Fen T11 iman with

—
[ 4

evan had & Populist movemsnt as such.

which was against The

’.L‘

his own, 1 m=an, he had & populist app=s

a5

JED O How did he Jose his

O
@

Y
Ha: I Think 1% was a chiidhood accident. ME wWas Too Yyoung
to have besn 1n the Confedsrate Army. No, 1 TtThink 1t was &

childhood accident. 1 think he aiwsys nad one sye, FIiTtchTork
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Tallow, He went out Tor ths ¢

hi)

Eeh. He was & very aristocratic
necks and raliied them but . . .
JE § He wasn't ons of Thsm?

HA ohy,  nNo, Not  art He  had & very di1stingulsned

it
.

Tibrary. He was a very learned kind of Tellow, Me was & |awyer

and L don't know whsre he went to collizge., WHO WaAS THAT ANK&N3S

A JeTf Davis, he was & graduate orT vangsrpiit. NOW
these guys, most of Them, wsare called DOOYIES. Ihese wsre old

saTabiishment peoplies who went out tThere and demagod

é

segqregation, That was what they needsd and whatever thne neli 17T
WE S , Fun against wall street, that was the big Tthing 10 The
south, run against The Trust.

JE:  Did Tabor have any impact at all in the 30's and 407 =7

Ha:s  Damn T1ttie. 1T was baginning To have Some and 1n some

piaces 1t did. Those wers Th davs oOT the JT&xTiis WoOrkKers

I
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Grganizing commitise. The big drive was T

Uat T

I Tilat on 113
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L remember when They cams down. What the heil was her name’
She was 10 aresnvilie organizing 17T,

JED Lucy Mason?

HA 2 NO, NEr nams was, She was a Tashion writer, & very
Tamiiiar nams, Halls, or somsthing l11kse that.

Lucy Kandoiph Mason was down here and Lr. WeaThelr spooi, ne

was & Methodist preachear. 1 knew all those DUl They wers 31mply

i)

getting nowhsrs, They didn't get into The segregation THing in
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the internationals became

SUPPOrTInNg

fhey avoldsd
T9nE
couldn 't

war They

he AUTO worksar

=
=
i1}
—

Wi G

3
-

nad organizsd a
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wWalter Reuther and he was pre

weirea

members 1n varijous

the Troubiss of |

old “mith, who

really tThe most seffsctive one, H

T1ttle money--but, 1

Tate in that the

the day

in desegregation. Mostly, They wers

unions of the

They were scarsed to death
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JE The unions, To gensraiize,
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L don'it

CONSPIcUOUs axceptions.

R

giving T1p service, probably

1t

EEI ih

AVOld

were

ihe
Wa s

WEE

Unions

Iome

wale

reslly an 13

Alumilnum

TAIrily progressive

wou ld

Decams

prett

Dlack

OT de:

Think

T w

i3

wouldn't do

UNn1ons

head of

U,

GEY ., OVEDE]

K nd

any

-

yowell nandi
abzoiutel

WaE  GOoi1ng

Tar

mors visi
Thara WwWas
Tndivicusi s,

BT

5 ogodasmn

TiE Tesy

P

an oold bandit--

ot &

THINg

warta Qo1 Ng

PoaT

capped.

[
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S0

iney were Trying to
thing you want tTo do

1T and then some o The
TAICGY DIG In ArKansas
piant down Tnere., nNad
PMberal colisges,

= In Tact, 1in Arkansas, art

¥y o @adamant .

TS COms

7

on The

Wi
ANy resily

the jocals,

aipout



JET wWere you 1n & vetserans' organization?

a1l ot Them.

HA S NO, L avoidec

JES O oAmErican v

[t}

terans Commlttes . . .
MA L No, [ had some sympathy Tor That and Then Therse wWas

AmMyETS, The Amsrican Legion, L had notning bHut CONTEMPT ToOi.

Pt

wasn't going to touch 1. ihe only reason Tor really Joining any
of thosse velsrans organizations was That Dack 1n Thoss days most
oT the =ztates were dry and They aimost &iwavs had & Dar 17T you
want into a small town. 1t was the onily piace you could =T &
dirink.

L ne=ver joined any of them and I nevear had any sSympathy Tor

them. L =t7171 don'im. L4 profTessional veteran 17 Se2med TO ms Was

¥

bzoiut

1Y
~
=
=
M
<

[t
&

ven Talkesd much about my own war

record. Bob Hutchens mads & great Joks out of This,. 1 s&1d to

hnim once, "I have a strangs

33
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1rcumstancs and as tar as [ know L'm

the oniy southern newspapser =ditor who has the TiTle of Coioneld

and nobody sver calls

£33
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From then on he always callsd me

Ccolonel ashmors. Everybody was a Ccolionsl or M&jor. LAptain was

the Towest rank anvbody had.

JE § Letis Talk Tor a Taw minutes &Dout Tig DOOK, abpout

Epitaph for nixis, and then L'm going To stop on That. L'm g01ng

o zave until another Time & lond conversation abpout

Minds. Thereis just s0 much Thers.
Fart of what I want to do 13 to sort orf give
back on the book bescauss you asksd me Tor Th:

A5k you soms guestions out oTf 1T.



Cne of The great strengtns of 11T and aiso oF Hedlls. _and

cond Time reading 1t. 13 the

4]

Minds, as Tar as l've goTten Tnhe 5

nistory tTnat you put 10 TO

—_
il

great synthesis oT southern rac
poth of those books. You wWare very | ) and very nicely
structursd synthesis of how we got 1nto The shape that we were 10
The pepriod 1910 you weprs wiriTing about.
you tail o sheur the thress Tnstitutions of the
squal pecuiiarity in the post-labor psriod: sharecropping, one-
party politics, and sedgregation. SNarecropping wWas & way 5TaTi1on
on the way tTo wod knows where,

Ha:  MOT Just shar=cropping, 1T Was & Ong-Cirop =Conomy wiion

;e

gqot evervbody, planters and the =2mail Tarmsrs, committsd to t©hi

£33

Fot

i3

JE 8 ves, and That got changsed and the party poiiltic:
changsed, but tThe ssgregation Tthing remainsd tThe problsem and 10
szence the subjlect of the book.

HA The point 1 think 1 was Trying To make was that Thaese
ware Interreiated,  yvou had siavery and slavery made poszsibis the

ONE Crop SConomy . AlTs0, The ons crop =sconomy required 31avery.

Ine plantation sysTtem couldn't opsrats without 11T, You  didn’t

have sharecropping of &ny S19ni1TICANCSE when Slavery was sT100
Thare
fhe one-party poilitics cams INTO bheing TO GisTranchlse The

blacks. it had the e&ffect of Kkesgping, Once They were
distranchised, they couldn't hold them 1n bondage anymore bDut 1t
maintained this pool oT  =substandard cneap Aol that  the

plantation system had to have. 1T had 1t undsr siavery and &as



institutions heid. . .« . BUT  when Thsy

decaying for reasons of demography and economics then 1t sesmed,

«

the casze 1 was Trying to maks, That segrsagation couldn't stand
without tham. e only Thing 1T re&ally DUuTtresssd 1T wWas The

practical a&rgumsnt and Tthe Tact 1T you &re going 1o have &

ihen we reached the time, by the Time 1 got TO AFPKANSES yOuU

could Took around and s=2 This, we werse 10311MY POPUIATION &T &

D
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CERTE . b TacT was That DIACKSs Nad Decoms  3urplus,
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mechani zing.
Incidentally, 1 meant to maEnTion TH1s TO yOoU, THSrS wWas &

Tellow who was & Niaman rFellow an£ad or me, he was on 1ns

[ennessaan, who was ons of the Tew psopls wio reslly wiroTe about

wihole sharecropping DUSITNEsSs, His name was Ed. . . . Me Decame

really an expert. ey sent him &l over the LSouth.

JE: was ahead of vour class?

Ha yesn, hE was & Ni&man betors me.

diE Is that right?

HA: Maybe he was arter me, he WasN'T 10 my Class.
JE I had soms 1dea he had coms considerapiy iater,
HA: 13 he 31111 alivery

JiE: No, hels dead.

Mar well, nat. . . . L was Talking to Jonn | } onot

and 11 was bscauss Th1s DOOK, wWeli, ThEss Two JGuys Trom

o
i
O

£
1
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CaliTornia went back and revisited &I WE _ NOwW.__ Fislss {

J .  Have you sssn The boolk?

MA ihey went back and JTookad to s<e what had happesned To

the sharscroppers, whites as wsell a5 Tthe Dlacks, The Ccontinuation
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Joing on, 1T was The biggest £conomic 3Tory 1n

OT U3 wers raeally covaering 11T. L =maid, "I1he oniy exception L[ can

i
§

think of 15 Caldweil.H McETT1 dird some OF THI1Ss DERTore Ne DECams

I
a3,
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Caldwaell went all over tThe South and ne wrote aopoudt this
basic Tundamental changs and whaT The hell was going To Nappen To

211 These displaced p=ople ihe biacks and & jot of The wnites

(¥
.

went North. They werse Jeaving Arkansas. we aciualily nad a net
loss, a real Jossz of population, They were streaming OuT. ine
onzs that are T&Tt now &re sTruck by Tthi1s &and Thni1s Toiiow-Up on
Ages's book that these white sharsecroppsrs have remained 3Urpius
population. A Taw OT Them got out but tThe ones sTayed back are

&Nd anymore and They

Just marginal stii11. hey ars not on the
can't even do that.
JE: Nat Caldwell was & hell of a good reporter.

HAa:  Did he ever publish any booksy

JE Mayser did. He should have,

;,,
i1y
i
]

Ha: 1 gusss s stuft was just in tThe jeinis

......

SIS yes, That's tThe only place you would nave se=n 1%, 1

think.




you aild when vou wrotse Tnis DOOK Tha ECTINTING DIiack
population in number and pPerceEnTags was raally proTound. It was
happening Tast, of courss, That's turnsed around since

don't think the black populiation 71:

cl1ne

34

d to d

@

Ha e 1t continu

1T pratty much. Now Therse 13 some

1 think thers 13 soms.

JED O ves,
Hac 1 think the demographic changss are stiil  9oing  oOn
ring votss 50 That The Ccities

becauss oT the white suburb, whitse
ra 51117 JTocksd ing tThey have a&n incr=asing pei

doss nort

populiation.

cchools. the background of Ths

Ihe Negro and the Schools
showing the changs tThat was taking piace. in

demographic charts
fact, we did county by county. we did all the countiss i

1

=

M
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owed how They were changing and how Taew oOF

1 ' oniy In Alabama, MISSTs21pel .« o« .

IR black.

i1

pretty much stayved that way.
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HA in aArkansas thers are 3ti11 & Tew countiss over theire
aiong the river and The delita that are s5t117 Dlack poverty . . .
JET Mississippil 15 that way too.
Ha s Ihese peopie have nothing To do. iney e just s1tLang
there.
F1QNITICENT

JE 3 AT The Time you wrobts ppiltaph thers was no
movemant of blacks elected public office.

HAZ  No.
that's pgen a dramatic

And, OT courss,

Wl




HAD  Fairily recently, 1Live Torgotren when The T&xas [FECision
waS, 1948 or ‘44, but 1t endesd The whitse primary. Harold was

mixsd up In 1t &t the big vorer registration drive of biacks that

s

was Throughout Thes south That T2171 Tar short of expsctations. L

Think 1 suggested in fpilaph tThat 1t ssemed To me wWhiat happsned

and registered and The poor Toliks didnit show up. ey weren't

Tntersested and nobody Teading them and they didn'tT think 11 made

any ditfaerence whethar they votsed or not. in tTact, 1%t probabiy
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constitutional rights, they had won most oT thosse 1rignts Tor

themseives on the Tiseld of Tegal battie and as 11t Turned out been
sUbSsEqUEnTlyY out in the strests.

HA ih1s was beTore that.

W That was DeTore the sTtrests DUT Yyou alIN=&ady PEICET WED
that J=sgal Thrust was what was carrying and i1 WwWas  »not
leadership. in fTact, you g0 on To make Tthe real 3Trong

indictment of ths Jleadsrship. L dove thi1s statement you 5814,

Tayver much of the region & considerabls majority aire 1ookKing Tor

disorganizead." deploring a necessity butl nevarthneisss willing 1o
move 1T Jed-~-1f oniy, goddamnit, somsbhody woulid isad thnem. Wit

& I=adership.
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They Tack 15 public and priv



Ha s Thera's one part That they mads apout The Diack vole.

BeTors 1T QOT NUmMErous £noudhn To @iscT any DI&cks 11 began To

o
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avae & visible aTTect in citi

ENL OF LNTERVIEW




