SONJA HAYNES STONE

Dr. Sonja Haynes Stone was a pioneer in the creation of African American Studies as an academic discipline in this country.  She worked with greater energy than many people put together to insure a place for African American Studies at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and at institutions of higher education across the country. Those of us who worked with her recognized that she was a visionary and a transformer combined.  As an institution builder, her contributions include a founding role of the institution that now bears her name, The Sonja Haynes Stone Black Cultural Center and of the National Conference of Black Studies. The Southeastern Black Press Institute drew together educators and journalism professionals to develop courses on the Black Press at UNC and to provide high school and college students with on the ground experience in journalism through summer institutes. Always in support of learning outside as well as within the classroom, Dr. Stone developed a Black History project for the U. S. Bicentennial that resulted in a photographic exhibition and a book called Stony the Road We Trod" about African Americans in Chapel Hill and Carrboro.  She was an early supporter of community service as a legitimate element of students' academic experience.  With other colleagues and students she fashioned the first mission statement of what has become the a.p.p.l.e.s. program on this campus. Dr. Stone's research ranged among studies of the Black Church, Blacks and the Media and Blacks and Popular Culture. At the time of her death she was completing the organization of an archive for the Opportunities Industrialization Centers of America (or OIC-A) and was at work on a manuscript called "Black Leadership, Ideology, and Public Policy:  the Case of the OIC." On a more personal level Professor Stone's legacy as a teacher is evident in the scores of individuals both Black and White whose aspirations and commitment to community she influenced. The memory of her personal courage in the political arena, her eloquent and bright voice, her devotion to her children and to her parents shines undiminished today as it did in reality ten years ago.

