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McAdoo prepares to 
lead youthful frontcourt

dth file photo
Sophomore James Michael McAdoo spurned the NBA to return to UNC for a chance to lead the Tar Heels’ young frontcourt attack.

By Michael Lananna
Senior Writer

James Michael McAdoo 
had it all.

He had recruiting analysts 
buzzing about his ability. He 
had four future NBA draft 
picks playing at his side. He 
had time to develop. He had 
the luxury to fail.

But there was a point last 
season when the freshman had 
simply had enough — when 
the expectations weighed him 
down and the game he loved 
began to lose its luster. 

“It was rough,” McAdoo 
said. “I’m not gonna say it 
wasn’t hard. I’m not gonna 
say there wasn’t nights where 
I wanted to pack my bag and 
go back to Norfolk, Va., and 
be a regular kid.”

Then McAdoo had an 
awakening. After struggling 
early in the season, the for-
ward recommitted himself 

and upped his focus in prac-
tice in January and February.

In UNC’s ACC Tournament 
opener against Maryland, 
he scored 14 points while 
an injured John Henson 
looked on. When UNC was 
without Kendall Marshall in 
its final game of the NCAA 
Tournament, McAdoo led the 
team with 15.

Without Henson, Tyler 
Zeller and Harrison Barnes 
this season, the UNC front-
court will be much thinner. 
The Tar Heels will need 
McAdoo to be the player he 
was last March.

The transformation was 
the result of an overall change 
in approach.

“It came just finally get-
ting my life together and 
just focusing on what I know 
I’m capable of doing on and 
off the court,” McAdoo said. 
“Showing up every day ready 
to work and not looking at it 

as a burden, looking at it as 
an opportunity given to me by 
God, and it really just helped 
my confidence.”

As McAdoo enters this 
season, he has a new set of 
challenges to face. He and 
fellow sophomore Desmond 
Hubert are the only return-
ing forwards with significant 
playing time.

They’ll be joined by fresh-
men Brice Johnson, Joel 
James, J.P. Tokoto and 
sophomore Jackson Simmons. 
Though they lack experience, 
they’ve shown enough in prac-
tice for McAdoo and Hubert to 
be optimistic.

“Joel’s a big bruiser down 
low. He’s got great post 
moves. He gets better every 
time we see him,” Hubert 
said. “Brice has really started 
to work hard. He’s got a nice 
offensive game. … He’s a good 
rebounder. He’s athletic.”

Though just a sophomore, 

McAdoo said he relishes the 
opportunity to be a leader for 
his younger teammates and to 
steer them away from the pit-
falls he faced last season.

“I pray to God that none 
of what happened to me hap-
pens to them,” McAdoo said. 
“That’s why I try to really 
bring them along.”

But McAdoo’s not done 
bringing himself along, either. 

“I feel like I could’ve played 
so much better,” McAdoo 
said. “And that’s what has me 
so excited about this year — 
that I’m gonna be able to go 
out there with the minutes 
and with the opportunity, and 
hopefully the time that I put 
in and the work that I’ve been 
doing will pay off.”

James Michael McAdoo 
never really did have it all.

And now, he knows it. 

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

By Kelly Parsons
Senior Writer

One by one, the names of 
each member of the 2012 North 
Carolina men’s basketball team were 
announced over the PA system at the 
Dean Smith Center. The Late Night 
With Roy crowd rose to its feet as 
each Tar Heel walked out of the 
smoky tunnel to join his teammates 
at midcourt.

With the arena’s complete 
attention on them for those brief 
moments, each UNC player soaked 

up his 10 solo seconds in the spot-
light.

For senior guards Leslie 
McDonald and Dexter Strickland 
— who will make their returns from 
injuries this season after spending 
much of last year’s campaign on 
the bench — theirs was a time to be 
shared.

So, when their names were 
called to round out the North 
Carolina squad, not just one, but 
two silhouettes emerged through 
the Carolina blue-tinted haze to 
greet their adoring fans before 
them.

“It was just something we 
thought about,” McDonald said, 
a smile stretched across his face. 
“We’re both coming out having the 
same situations, ACLs. Why not 

come out together?”

Brotherly love

The 2011-12 season got off to 
a fast start for the preseason top-
ranked Tar Heels. McDonald, 
though, watched it all unfold from 
the bench.

A few months prior, he tore his 
ACL playing in Durham’s annual N.C. 
Pro-Am tournament. Some initial 
reports stated McDonald could have 
been ready in time for the second half 
of the season. But as McDonald con-
tinued to struggle through the recov-
ery process, coach Roy Williams had a 
tough choice to make.

The team announced Jan. 13 that 
McDonald would take a redshirt 
year and return in 2012. For a team 

returning all five starters from its 
2011 Elite Eight run, it was a blow, 
but one from which the Tar Heels 
could reluctantly recover.

One month later, though, it was 
double trouble for North Carolina.

In a game against Virginia Tech 
on Jan. 19, Strickland went down 
at the baseline, clutching his knee. 
After the game, it was determined 
that he, too, had torn his ACL. 

McDonald and Strickland, who 
hail from Memphis, Tenn., and 
Rahway, N.J., respectively, grew up 
seeing each other at NBA camps and 
basketball tournaments. When the 
two both committed to UNC, there 
was an immediate bond.

In a time of trouble, Strickland 
knew just who to lean on.

The two, who were often seen 

sharply dressed in bowties and 
sweater vests on the bench during 
games, swapped injury-related sto-
ries during their downtime and gave 
each other tips on recovery.

“When I was coming back and I 
started playing pick up again, the 
main thing I was doing was I was 
limping,” Strickland said. 

“(Leslie) just talked to me about 
trusting it more, and we went 
over different exercises I can do to 
strengthen my knee and stuff like 
that. He was a big help.”

As he recovered throughout the 
season, McDonald was tempted 
with the possibility of burning his 
redshirt and coming back to help 
the Tar Heels in the postseason. 

By Brooke Pryor
Assistant Sports Editor

When Tyler Zeller and John 
Henson departed from the 
North Carolina men’s basket-
ball team last year, they took 
with them UNC’s dominance 
and experience in the paint.

This season, the makeup of 
the team has shifted. 

Instead of looking to veter-
an leaders on the blocks, most 
of UNC’s returning talent sets 
up at the three-point arc.

“This year it’s going to be 
up to the wings to be able 
to step up and knock down 
shots because we don’t have 
that block to go to that we 
had last year,” junior guard 
Reggie Bullock said.

Instead, the Tar Heels will 
look to Bullock and sopho-
more guard P.J. Hairston to 
step up and make up for the 
loss of the post players.

Bullock, Hairston and the 
rest of the guards have had 
a summer of preparation 
for their new role, and have 
used light-hearted tactics to 
improve their shooting.

“Between me, P.J. and 

Leslie (McDonald), and 
Marcus (Paige), after practice 
yesterday, we were trying to 
see who could make a half-
court shot first,” Bullock said.

“If we can make it easy 
from half-court, we think we 
can make it easy from the 
three-point line. We want to 
be able to shoot from any-
where on the court.”

Last season, UNC led the 
ACC in field goal percentage, 
shooting nearly 46 percent 
per contest. But the Tar Heels 
were eighth in three-point 
field goal percentage, making 
only 33.5 percent.

Highly touted as a guard 
with the ability to shoot from 
deep, Hairston didn’t make 
quite the splash he envisioned 
in his first season.

He attempted 139 three-
pointers but only made 38 last 
season, good for 27 percent.

“It wasn’t technically my 
shot,” Hairston said. “It was 
more me than anything — it’s 
a confidence thing with me 
because I feel like if I miss 
more than three shots during 
a game, I self-destruct. 

“Now I just feel like my con-

fidence is through the roof and 
I feel like I can do anything if I 
just put my mind to it.”

Hairston and the other 
guards have benefitted by 
the addition of former UNC 
guard and NBA sharp-shoot-
er Hubert Davis to the staff.

“He was always one of the 
best shooters in the NBA, and 
having advice from him is just 
like advice from coach (Roy 
Williams),” Hairston said. “He 
knows what he’s talking about 
and you have to listen to him.”

With the absence of vet-
eran leadership in the post, 
it’s now up to the veterans in 
the wing to take over the void 
leadership roles.

“Kendall (Marshall), 
Harrison (Barnes), John and 
(Zeller) leaving, that’s the 
majority of the points, so it’s up 
to us, the upperclassman, and 
the freshmen that just came in 
to step up,” Hairston said. 

“And if we do everything 
we’re supposed to do, it’ll be 
a good season and we can do 
anything we want to do.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

Injured Tar Heels complete joint journey

Bullock, Hairston looking to lead from the outside

DTH file photodth file/Spencer herlong 

Junior Reggie Bullock (left) and sophomore P.J. Hairston (right) will be key to the North Carolina 
perimeter threat this season. Hairston spent his summer focusing on how to improve his stroke.

2012-2013 Men’s Basketball 
Roster

2012-2013 Men’s Basketball 
Schedule 
Date	T ime	 Opponent                     Tv
Fri. Oct. 26 	 7:30 p.m. 	 vs. Shaw (exhibition)        GoHeels
Fri. Nov. 9 	 7 p.m. 	 vs. Gardner-Webb             TBA	
Sun. Nov. 11 	 2:30 p.m.         vs. Florida Atlantic            ESPNU
Fri., Nov. 16 	 11 p.m.	 at Long Beach State         ESPNU
Mon. Nov. 19 	 6 p.m.	 vs. Mississippi State          ESPN2
Tues. Nov. 20       TBA                  vs. Butler or Marquette    TBA	   
Wed. Nov. 21 	  TBA 	 vs.  TBA                                TBA 
Tues. Nov. 27	 9:30 p.m.	 at Indiana                           ESPN
Sat. Dec. 1	 6 p.m.	 vs. UAB                                ESPNU
Sat.  Dec. 8 	 7:30 p.m.	 vs. East Tennessee State  ESPN3
Sat. Dec. 15 	 12 p.m.	 vs. East Carolina                ESPNU
Wed. Dec. 19 	 9 p.m.	 at Texas                               ESPN2
Sat. Dec. 22 	 12 p.m. 	 vs. McNeese State             ESPNU
Sat. Dec. 29 	 2 p.m. 	 vs. UNLV                              ESPN2
Sun. Jan. 6 	 8 p.m. 	 at Virginia                           ESPNU
Thurs. Jan. 10 	 7 p.m.	 vs. Miami                            ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. Jan. 12 	 2 pm. 	 at Florida State                  ESPN
Sat. Jan. 19 	 12 p.m. 	 vs. Maryland                      ESPN
Wed. Jan. 23 	 9 p.m.	 vs. Georgia Tech                ESPN
Sat. Jan. 26 	 7 p.m.	 at N.C. State                       ESPN
Tues. Jan. 29 	 9 p.m. 	 at Boston College             ESPNU
Sat. Feb. 2 	 12 p.m.	 vs. Virginia Tech                 ACC 
Tues. Feb. 5 	 7 p.m.	 vs. Wake Forest                  ESPNU
Sat. Feb. 9 	 2 p.m.	 at Miami                             ESPN/ESPN2
Wed. Feb. 13 	 9 p.m.	 at Duke                               ESPN/ACC
Sat. Feb. 16 	 12 p.m.	 vs. Virginia                          ACC
Tues. Feb. 19 	 9 p.m.	 at Georgia Tech                 ACC 
Sat. Feb. 23 	 4 p.m.	 vs. N.C. State                      ESPN/ESPN2
Thurs. Feb. 28 	 7 p.m.	 at Clemson                         ESPN/ESPN2
Sun. Mar. 3 	 2 p.m.	 vs. Florida State                 CBS
Wed. Mar. 6 	 7 p.m.	 at  Maryland                      ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. Mar. 9 	 9 p.m. 	 vs. Duke                              ESPN

No.       Player                                Year         Pos.       Height
0         Joel James                              FR	    F	     6’ 10”        
1         Dexter Strickland                  SR	    G              6’ 3”        
2         Leslie McDonald                    JR (RS)	    G              6’ 5”
3         Wade Moody                          JR	    G	     6’ 0”
4         Luke Davis                              SO              G              6’ 0”
5         Marcus Paige                         FR	    G              6’ 0.5”    
11       Brice Johnson                        FR	    F               6’ 9”         
14       Desmond Hubert                  SO               F              6’ 9.5”         
15       P. J. Hairston                          SO              G               6’ 5.5”
21       Jackson Simmons                 SO	    F               6’ 7”
22       Frank Tanner                          SR	    F               6’ 4”        
25       J.P. Tokoto                               FR	    F	      6’ 5”
30       James Manor                         JR	    F	      6’ 5”
34        Denzel Robinson                  JR	    F	      6’ 4”
35       Reggie Bullock                       JR	    G               6’ 7”
43       James Michael McAdoo       SO               F              6’ 9”  

Head Coach:  Roy Williams
Director of Basketball Operations:  Joe 

Holladay

Assistant Coaches:  Steve Robinson
Assistant Coach:  Hubert Davis
Assistant Coach:  C.B. McGrath

See return, Page 5

McDonald and Strickland 
bonded during recovery, 
becoming “like brothers.”

Monday, October 29, 2012The Daily Tar Heel 3Basketball 2012-13



dth file photo
Junior guard Lorenzo Brown guards sophomore P.J. Hairston. 
Brown was selected to the 2012-13 All-ACC preseason team.

At a glance
 Coach: Mark Gottfried

 Last season: 24-13 (9-7 
ACC), fifth in ACC

 Preseason ACC rank: 1st

 ACC preseason accolades: 
Player of the Year C.J. Leslie 
Rookie of the Year Rodney 
Purvis, All-ACC C.J. Leslie, 
Lorenzo Brown

 Notable returners: 
Lorenzo Brown, C.J. Leslie, 
Scott Wood, Richard Howell 

 Notable losses: C.J. 
Williams

 New faces: Tyler Lewis, 
Rodney Purvis, T.J. Warren

By Jonathan LaMantia
Staff Writer

After playing little brother 
to nearby rivals Duke and 
North Carolina, No. 6 North 
Carolina State is ready to com-
pete — both in North Carolina 
and at the national level.

Members of the ACC 
media selected 
the Wolfpack 
as the pre-
season favorite 
to win the 
conference — 

which it has not done since 
1989 with coach Jim Valvano.

It marks the first time N.C. 
State has been projected to 
top the ACC since the 1974-75 
season.

Second-year N.C. State 
coach Mark Gottfried said 
while the Wolfpack will have 
to prepare for added attention 
from opponents, the team is 
not shying away from its new-
found prominence.

“It’s new territory for our 
team,” Gottfried said. “This 

is uncharted waters. We have 
to learn how to accept that 
responsibility.”

In addition, junior forward 
C.J. Leslie was selected as the 
preseason ACC Player of the 
Year.

But Gottfried is quick to 
keep expectations grounded.

“My message is, I’d much 
rather you be the Player of 
the Year at the end of the year 
than at the beginning of the 
year,” Gottfried said. “I think 
he gets it.”

While the team is new to 
playing the role of ACC favor-
ite, its four returning start-
ers — Lorenzo Brown, Scott 
Wood, Leslie and Richard 
Howell — are familiar with 
the rigors of an ACC schedule.

“They’ve been through the 
wars, the things around the 
program,” Gottfried said. “The 
expectations, where you’re 
ranked, who’s preseason this 
and that — I don’t think those 
four guys, I don’t think it 
affects them that much.”

Brown, a preseason All-
ACC selection, averaged 12.7 
points and 6.3 assists at point 
guard last season with his 234 
assists trailing only UNC’s 
Kendall Marshall. 

Though the team’s core 

remains intact, Gottfried said 
it lost its “veteran consis-
tency” with the departure of 
starting guard C.J. Williams 
and sixth man DeShawn 
Painter.

But former McDonald’s 
All-American Rodney Purvis, 
who Howell said “might be 
the most explosive freshman 
in the nation,” is ready to con-
tribute significant scoring at 
shooting guard.

Purvis, who Rivals ranked 
the No. 6 recruit in the coun-
try, was cleared to play after 
the NCAA settled questions 
about his eligibility. Purvis 
was selected as the ACC pre-
season rookie of the year.

“He’s going to be a great 
player,” Leslie said. “We want 
to get out and run, and he fits 
right in with that.”

The Wolfpack will need 
Howell to continue to crash 
the glass — he ranked third in 
the ACC with 9.2 rebounds a 
game — while staying out of 
foul trouble, which plagued the 
6-foot-8 forward last season.

The team’s frontcourt of 
Howell and Leslie has worked 
on its conditioning to make 
an impact late into games.

N.C. State will need that 
extra energy to fulfill the 

team’s goal of getting back to 
the Sweet 16, where it lost to 
second-seeded Kansas 60-57 
as an 11 seed. 

“We have the talent, and 
we have enough determina-
tion to get back where we 
were and maybe even further,” 
Howell said.

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

NC State opens 2012 as leader of the pack
C.J. Leslie was tapped 

as ACC preseason 
player of the year.
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Ultimately, his fear of coming 
back too soon and reinjuring 
his knee overcame his desire 
to return to the court. He had 
a journey to patiently com-
plete. And he didn’t have to 
do it alone.

“Sometimes people call me 
Dexter and sometimes they 
call him Leslie,” McDonald 
said about he and Strickland’s 
close-knit relationship. “We’re 
just like brothers.”

Finding a voice

Every now and then, 
McDonald and Strickland 
would steal the show before 
game time, dancing on the 
sideline while their team-
mates warmed up.

But once the ball was 
tipped, even though they 
couldn’t play, it was back to 
business. 

McDonald and Strickland 
both said they struggled 
watching the season unfold 
without being able to do any-
thing about it. They’d cheer. 
They’d yell. Sometimes, their 
heads would be in their hands.

They did not realize it at 
the time, but, McDonald said, 
those moments of frustration 
and observation helped them 
grow as leaders. Taking a step 
back made them realize what 
Williams expected from them 
as players.

 When the light bulb went 
off in McDonald’s head, he 
gave his dad a phone call. 

“I said, ‘OK. This is how 
he really wants us to do it,’” 
McDonald said. 

“It was hard to see it at 
first because we were fresh-
men, naive, not really seeing 

“Me and Dex look at each and we’re like, ‘Ah, 
we’re the last ones standing.’”
Leslie McDonald,
North Carolina guard
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it from the perspective of a 
coach.”

Now, McDonald and 
Strickland are using that 
valuable information not only 
to their advantage, but to the 
team’s. 

Healthier and prepared 
to lead the UNC squad, 
McDonald and Strickland 
have taken it upon themselves 
to motivate their younger 
teammates. They’re the first 
ones to offer advice. 

Even if he doesn’t ask for it, 
sophomore forward Desmond 
Hubert appreciates it none-
theless.

“When you hear it from 
coach, sometimes you’re like, 
‘Well, that’s coach. That’s 
what he’s supposed to say,’” 
Hubert said. “You can relate 
to your teammates more, so 
when they say something, 
you’re like, ‘OK, I guess it’s 
time to step it up.’”

‘Last ones standing’

When the team convened 
on Oct. 11 for media day, an 
upbeat Strickland told report-
ers he was almost back to full 
health — “96 percent,” to be 
exact.

McDonald, on the other 
hand, is proud to say he feels 
just fine. In fact, he returned to 
the N.C. Pro-Am this July. 

Strickland, who was the 
Tar Heels’ best perimeter 
defender when he went down 
last season, will likely fit right 
back in at shooting guard 
when the Tar Heels suit up 

for their first game on Nov. 
9. McDonald’s role, Williams 
said, is a little less defined.

“Hopefully he has even more 
hunger,” Williams said. “Leslie 
can really shoot it. Now what 
we have to do is make it a more 
consistent thing as opposed to 
a streak shooter. And what I’m 
going to tell him, he’s got to 
give me another reason to keep 
him in the game.”

Regardless of McDonald’s 
role, however, Strickland 
can’t wait to finally take the 
court with his teammate once 
again.

“That’s my brother,” 
Strickland said. “I haven’t 
played with him in a while, so 
it’s going to be something to 
look forward to.”

On a team that has seen 
many come and go during the 
past few years, Strickland and 
McDonald have been main-
stays.

Their recruiting class con-
sisted of five players when 
McDonald and Strickland 
came in as freshmen. Now, 
just the two of them remain.

“Me and Dex look at each 
other,” McDonald said, “and 
we’re like, ‘Ah, we’re the last 
ones standing.’”

This spring McDonald and 
Strickland hope that with the 
help of their newfound health 
and leadership, the entire Tar 
Heel team will also be able 
to experience that feeling of 
being alone at the top.

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

return
from page 3
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Dexter Strickland and Leslie McDonald, who came to North Carolina in the same recruiting class, are 
making their return to the floor in the 2012-13 season after spending much of last season on the 
bench with injuries. The two represent the most experience UNC will have in the backcourt.
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Yellow Jackets ready to excel in new hive

Seminoles ready to defend ACC championship

By Logan Martinez
Staff Writer

Last season was a rebuild-
ing year for Georgia Tech 

in more ways 
than one.

Coach Brian 
Gregory was 
hired to replace 
long-time 
Yellow Jacket 

coach Paul Hewitt. Gregory’s 
hiring was part of an effort to 
revitalize the stagnant pro-
gram and re-energize a rest-
less fan base.

Coinciding with the 
coaching change, Alexander 
Memorial Coliseum, now 
McCamish Pavilion, under-
went a massive renovation, 

forcing the Yellow Jackets to 
play their home games away 
from campus. For the 2011-12 
season, they hosted oppo-
nents at Philips Arena and 
Gwinnett Arena.

But now that Georgia Tech 
has its coaching situation 
stabilized and a newly reno-
vated arena to call home, the 
Yellow Jackets can shift their 
focus to playing basketball.

Senior Mfon Udofia, 
Georgia Tech’s leading return-
ing scorer from last season — 
logging 9.9 points per game, 
and 9.4 in games against ACC 
opponents — will lead the 
Yellow Jackets from the point 
guard position.

He says the team is 
excited to get the season 
underway.

“The buzz around campus 
is unbelievable right now,” 
Udofia said. “Students are 
ready to come to the games. 
They keep asking us when 

At a glance 
 Coach: Leonard Hamilton

 Last season: 25-10 (12-4 
ACC), third in ACC 

 Preseason ACC: 4th

 Preseason ACC accolades: 
All-ACC Michael Snaer 

 Notable returners: 
Michael Snaer, Ian Miller, 
Okaro White 

 Notable losses: Bernard 
James, Luke Loucks, Deividas 
Dulkys, Xavier Gibson

 Fresh faces: Boris 
Bojanovsky, Devon Bookart, 
Montay Brandon, Robert 
Gilchrist, Michael Ojo, Aaron 
Thomas

By Aaron Dodson
Staff Writer

Predicted at the begin-
ning of last season to fin-

ish behind 
only North 
Carolina and 
Duke in the 
Atlantic Coast 
Conference, 
the Florida 

State men’s basketball team 
not only lived up to, but 

exceeded expectations.
Despite suffering disap-

pointing losses early in the 
year, the Seminoles caught 
fire as the season progressed, 
finishing third in the ACC 
with a conference record of 
12-4 en route to capturing its 
first ACC tournament title 
last year.

The Seminoles defeated 
the regular season champion 
Tar Heels in the title game 
85-82.

“We lost to Harvard, to 
Princeton and to Clemson by 
20. After that we were just 
embarrassed,” junior guard 
Ian Miller said. “We had a 
man-to-man meeting and 
we just changed our whole 
mentality — we were all in.”

“But this year, we’re start-
ing that from the beginning.”

Although Florida State 
only has one returning starter 
— senior guard Michael 
Snaer — coach Leonard 
Hamilton said a core group 
of players who all saw major 
action last season will lead 
the team. 

The Seminoles also add 
five freshmen and one junior 

college transfer to their 
roster.

“We have four players 
who played significant min-
utes that are returning in 
Ian Miller, Michael Snaer, 
Okaro White, and Terrance 
Shannon. They are the core 
of our team,” Hamilton said. 
“We have six newcomers. 
Now, how long is it going to 
take for these guys to learn 
the system to where they’re 
reacting and not thinking? 
That’s the process we have to 
go through.”

“But I like where we are. 
We know where we’re basi-
cally supposed to go.”

For Miller, who will likely 

be the Seminoles’ starting 
point guard after thriving 
as a sixth man last year, 
the freshmen have showed 
promise thus far, especially 
in terms of learning the 
offense.

“All of them (have 
impressed me). I don’t know 
if it’s because the coaches 
make them practice plays on 
their own, but when Okaro 
and I came in, we didn’t pick 
up the plays that easy,” Miller 
said. “So it gives you confi-
dence in those guys that they 
know where they’re supposed 
to be and how to be efficient 
on those plays.” 

It just makes them easier 
to play with.”

While the Seminoles have 
been picked to finish fourth, 
behind the three Triangle 
schools, in the conference 
this season, Snaer has set his 
sights higher, as he antici-
pates Florida State to defend 
its first ACC tournament 
title.

“The expectation I have for 
us is to win the ACC tourna-
ment. I want to be there in 
that championship game and 
win that title,” Snaer said. 

“I don’t want to stop short 
because we lost to a team that 
we should have beat. We’ve 
just got to cross our T’s and 
dot our I’s.”

“I have high expectations 
for this team.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

they can they come see it, 
when is it going to be open.”

“The pride factor of pro-
tecting our home — that’ll 
give us a little more motiva-
tion to win at home.”

Junior Daniel Miller knows 
that for the Yellow Jackets to 
ultimately improve, they must 
rely on their star performers 
to get the job done in crunch 
time. He points to Udofia as 
that player.

“Mfon, he’s definitely our 
team leader and he’s going 
to take us a long way. He’s 
a tough, physical, smart 
player. He was playing 
really well at the end of last 
season, and he’s just gotten 
really better.”

Miller will also play a key 
role in Georgia Tech’s perfor-
mance this season. 

The 6-foot-11 center is 
known for his towering pres-
ence in the post and adept 
shot blocking, averaging 2.4 

“It’s going to be revamped, a new era of 
Georgia Tech basketball.”
Mfon Udofia,
Georgia Tech senior point guard 

Georgia Tech hopes 
to build on its end-of-

season progress.

blocks last year.
Miller said he worked to 

improve his offensive game 
this summer as well to go 
along with his stout defensive 
abilities.

Gregory emphasizes the 
value of developing good 
practice habits and thinks his 
players are buying in to what 
he and his coaching staff are 
preaching.

“Very rarely is it a talent 
issue that teams don’t meet 
their full potential — it’s 
usually a payment issue,” 
Gregory said. “Not willing 
to pay the price. That price 
never decreases, it always 
increases.” 

“And I think our guys are 

starting to understand that.”
Gregory has taken advan-

tage of the new NCAA 
rule that allows coaches to 
instruct their players for a 
limited amount of hours dur-
ing the summer and thinks 
the extra tutelage is already 
paying off.

“Our first five prac-
tices would be in the top six 
practices we had last year,” 
Gregory said. “Us being 
able to work out with the 
guys this summer was big, 
especially with the freshmen 
there.”

From a player’s perspec-
tive, Udofia is ready to see 
their hard work pay off. He’s 
positive this season will have 

At a glance
 Coach: Brian Gregory

 Last season: 11-20 (4-12 
ACC), tied for last 

 Preseason ACC rank: 9th 

 Notable returners: Mfon 
Udofia, Daniel Miller, 
Kammeon Holsey

 Notable losses: Glen Rice Jr. 

 Fresh faces: Chris Bolden, 
Robert Carter, Corey 
Heyward, Marcus Georges-
Hunt

a different feel for the Yellow 
Jackets.

“It’s going to be revamped,” 
he said, “a new era of Georgia 
Tech basketball.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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By Dylan Howlett
Staff Writer

Jim Larranaga knows how 
to exceed expectations.

The Miami coach helped to 
author one of the most fabled 
Cinderella stories in NCAA 
history in 2006, guiding the 
unheralded — and largely 

unknown — 
George Mason 
Patriots to the 
Final Four.

Perhaps more daunting 
than leading a small con-
ference bracket-buster to 
the pinnacle of the sport is 
the challenge confronting 
Larranaga at Miami.

The Hurricanes bowed out 
quietly in the second round of 
the 2012 National Invitational 
Tournament and have failed 

to qualify for the NCAA 
Tournament since 2008.

If Miami has any designs 
on ending its tourna-
ment drought and defy-
ing preseason expecta-
tions, Larranaga says the 
Hurricanes’ backcourt 
— anchored by 2011-12 lead-
ing scorer Durand Scott and 
buoyed by sophomore guard 
and 2011-12 All-Freshmen 
recipient Shane Larkin — 
must pace the squad.

“What you have in Shane 
Larkin and Durand Scott 
are two guys who are triple 
threat,” Larranaga said. “They 
can drive, they can draw the 
help and dish, but they also 
can stretch the defense with 
their three-point shooting 
ability.”

Scott envisions synergy 
between the Hurricanes’ 
backcourt and frontcourt, 
bolstered by the full-time 
presence of senior center 
Reggie Johnson.

 Johnson missed the first 

nine games of the 2011-12 
campaign with a torn menis-
cus in his right knee.

“You can expect exactly 
what my coach expects,” 
Scott said when asked about 
Miami’s backcourt. “We’re 
going to work together with 
our front court… to get the 
job done.” 

“I don’t want to put the 
focus on us or put the focus 
on them, but we have to go 
out there collectively and be 
able to win games for our 
coach.”

Johnson, Larranaga claims, 
will serve as the focal point of 
the Canes’ collective effort.

“Having a healthy Reggie 
Johnson is very important 
because he impacts the game 
at both ends of the floor,” 
Larranaga said. “He gives us 
an inside presence offensively, 
not only when has the ball 
in his hands, but he’s also a 
tremendous threat on the 
offensive boards. At the other 
end of the floor, he’s a ter-

Miami is ready to end 
its four-year NCAA 

Tournament drought.

Hurricanes’ backcourt to anchor team

dth file photo
Dexter Strickland moves 
the ball up the court in ACC 
Tournament action against 
Miami in his sophomore year.

rific team defender — taking 
charges, defensive rebounds 
and starting our fast break.”

But Johnson was quick to 
invoke his equally capable 
teammates when discussing 
the Hurricanes’ prospects for 
the upcoming season. 

The team’s imposing depth, 
according to Johnson, has 
fueled spirited competition 
in practice and hardened 
the Hurricanes for eventual 
clashes with ACC titans.

And despite the prowess 
of conference foes, Johnson 
believes wholeheartedly in 
the ability of his Hurricanes, 
evoking memories of an unas-
suming, Larranaga-led team 
that defied expectations and 
upended the NCAA hierarchy 
six years ago.

“I’m getting chills right 
now thinking about it. We’re 
going to be scary good as long 
as we come to work,” Johnson 
said. “Y’all can think N.C. 
State, Carolina, that’s fine.”

“I’m definitely fine with 

at a glance
 Coach: Jim Larranaga

 Last season: 20-13 (9-7 
ACC), sixth place in the ACC

 Preseason ACC: 5th

 Notable returners: Reggie 
Johnson, Kenny Kadji, 
Shane Larkin, Durand Scott

 Notable losses: Malcolm 
Grant, DeQuan Jones

 Fresh faces: Bishop 
Daniels, Tonye Jekiri

 Miami opens the season 
with seven of its first eight 
games in the state of Florida 
before heading to Hawaii to 
play in the Diamond Head 
Classic.

that, but at the end of the day, 
they’ve got to see us, too.” 

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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Height: 6’0.5”
Weight: 157 lbs
Hometown: Marion, Iowa
High School: Linn-Mar
Position: Guard
Fun Fact: The lightest player for UNC 
in the Roy Williams era

Marcus
Paige

Luke
Davis

Joel
James

J. P.
Tokoto

Brice
Johnson

Height: 6’0”
Weight: 172 lbs
Hometown: Raleigh
High School: Ravenscroft
Position: Guard
Fun Fact: Teammate of Duke’s Ryan 
Kelly at Ravenscroft 

Height: 6’10”
Weight: 260 lbs
Hometown: West Palm Beach, Fla.
High School: Dwyer
Position: Forward
Fun Fact: Didn’t begin playing 
organized basketball until his 
sophomore year of high school

Height: 6’5”
Weight: 185 lbs
Hometown: Menomonee Falls, Wisc.
High School: Menomonee Falls
Position: Forward
Fun Fact: Winner of the 2012 
American Family Insurance Slam Dunk 
contest in New Orleans

Height and Weight: 6’9”
Weight: 187 lbs
Hometown: Orangeburg, S.C.
High School: Edisto
Position: Forward
Fun Fact: Two-time state champion in 
the high jump in South Carolina

Meet the new guys
Each of the new scholarship players on the 2012-13 roster brings something different to the table. Marcus Paige will 
run the show from the point guard position and big Joel James will be a threat for UNC on the block. Brice Johnson 
has been compared to John Henson by his teammates, and J.P. Tokoto is wowing people with his athleticism. 
Sophomore transfer Luke Davis will help out in the backcourt and Roy Williams said he’ll surprise some people.

Fresh
faces

By Brandon Moree
Sports Editor

The fate of last year’s team rested 
in the hands of point guard Kendall 
Marshall, and when he injured the wrist 
on his right hand the North Carolina 
men’s basketball team took on a whole 
new identity.

For this season, Marshall has been 
replaced by another left-handed floor 
general — Marcus Paige. 

Paige is one of five scholarship play-
ers new to the Tar Heels’ roster this year, 
each of which will have an important 
role to fill as UNC’s copes with the loss of 
most of the key components of the team.

But how different will the Tar Heels 
be? Junior guard Reggie Bullock doesn’t 
think too much will change. 

“I don’t think it’s going to feel like a 
different team,” Bullock said. “Definitely, 
we’ll be missing people like Kendall and 
Harrison (Barnes). It’s good to be with 
players that I love and playing for one of 
the best coaches in the nations. 

“But it means a lot for me to be able 
to put that Carolina jersey back on, to go 
out and represent my state.”

Coach Roy Williams said that Paige 
will be the Tar Heels point guard as 
Dexter Strickland is not very experienced 
in that role and is still recovering from a 
knee injury.

While he’s no Marshall, Williams 
believes himself to be more than capable 
of running the offense.

Also new to the backcourt this year 
is sophomore transfer Luke Davis, who 
comes to North Carolina from Gardner-
Webb.

“Marcus Paige has a chance to be 
really good,” Williams said. “This little 
rascal, he’s little, but he does know how 
to play and he has savvy and toughness. 
I’m really counting on him to be good 
and I’ll tell you Luke Davis is going to 
surprise some people.”

Paige, a 6-foot ballhandler, will be 
spreading the ball around to some other 
freshmen expected to contribute right 
away — namely, center Joel James.

James, who tips the scale at 260 
pounds, is the tallest player on the ros-
ter at 6-foot-10 and will need to be a 
physical presence for the Tar Heels in the 
paint. 

The Tar Heels don’t think that will be 
an issue.

“When the big fella gets there, you 
know he’s there,” Williams said of James.

Though he only started playing bas-
ketball as a sophomore in high school, 
his teammates have been impressed with 
his skill and work ethic this summer.

And Davis knows firsthand what kind 
of impact that big body of his can have 
on a game.

“This summer, I got hit with a screen 
and I don’t think I walked for a couple 
days. He’s physical and skilled, and he’s 
getting better everyday,” Davis said.

“He’ll be really crucial for us this year.”
While the Tar Heels lost Tyler Zeller, 

Barnes and John Henson as post threats, 
there’s another pair of newcomers that 
will help James Michael McAdoo shoul-
der the load underneath.

J.P. Tokoto and Brice Johnson bring 
a thin but athletic element to the Tar 

Heel lineup. Bullock said that Tokoto has 
the highest vertical leap of anyone he’s 
ever played with, estimating it to be 44 
inches. 

P.J. Hairston joked that Tokoto could 
probably do three front flips in the air 
because he’s so far off the ground.

Tokoto has also been showcasing 
some effective defense in preseason 
practices, using his length to swat balls 
— both high and low — away from ball-
handlers.

Johnson, a 6-foot-9, 187 pound 
forward, is drawing comparisons to 
Henson, a player who came to UNC with 
a similar lanky build.

“They’ve been adapting very well,” 
McAdoo said about his new teammates 
in the front court. “It’s a process that 
started this summer, with the new NCAA 
rules. They got all that freshman garbage 
out of their system, so now they’re really 
working hard in practice now and com-
ing into their own. 

“They’re fitting into the team great.”
With so many new faces, the instal-

lation of Williams’ gameplan has been a 
slow process. Williams said that some-
times with the freshman he has to take 
things a little slower to make sure they 
get where they need to be.

Considering how vital the newest Tar 
Heels will be to completing the North 
Carolina lineup, it’s especially important 
that they get up to speed quickly.

“We won games last year when 
we didn’t play great. We played OK,” 
Williams said. “This year, we’re going 
to have to play closer to our potential or 
we’re not going to be as successful.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

The five new Tar Heels have 
important roles to fill in 

coach Roy Williams’ system.

dth file/erin hull
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The freshmen were introduced to the UNC fans at Late Night with Roy dancing in white tutus.
Luke Davis is a sophomore 
transfer from Gardner-Webb.

Marcus Paige takes one to the rack on fellow newcomer Luke 
Davis in the Late Night with Roy season-opening scrimmage.

DTH/HANNAH DOKSANSKY, JESSICA MILBERN  
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THINK YOU KNOW
GRANVILLE TOWERS?

It's a new day at Granville Towers. We recently renovated 
our rooms and added new amenities that improve student 
life. Granville Towers residents enjoy traditional double or 
multiple single room options, flexible meal plans, parking 
pass availability, and amenities you won't find elsewhere.

TRANSFORMING STUDENT HOUSING

THINK AGAIN!

FALL 2013 REGISTRATION OPENING SOON!

125 W. FRANKLIN ST.  •  DOWNTOWN CHAPEL HILL
(800)332-3113  •  WWW.GRANVILLETOWERS.COM  •  



Demon Deacons ready for a fresh start

Sophomore leaders will be key for Boston College

By Emily Fedewa
Staff Writer

The Boston College men’s 
basketball team is young.

Last year, 
that youth was 
both a blessing 
and a curse.

It meant 
that they could 
learn together 

and grow together. And that, 
sophomore forward Ryan 
Anderson said, brought them 
closer as a team.

“We were doing it all 
together, so we had trust in 
each other. We didn’t know 
what we were going to hit, 
but we knew the guys next to 
us were going to go at it with 
us,” Anderson recalled.

But although the Eagles’ 
youth allowed them to bond 
as a team, it made winning 
games a little tougher.

The lack of guidance on the 
court was one of the main rea-
sons for the team’s season-long 
shortcomings, which included 
going just 4-12 in the ACC and 
9-22 overall — records that 
would only be good enough for 
a last place finish in the ACC.

“We had nothing to fall 
back on. We had no upper-
class leadership to tell us, 

‘This game is going to be 
like this.’ Or we had no one 
to turn to who knows what’s 
going on,” Anderson said.

This year, things are a little 
different.

Anderson and sophomore 
center Dennis Clifford will step 
into the leadership roles this 
season that were so glaringly 
empty on the 2011-12 squad.

“I think we’re definitely 
older than sophomores at this 
point,” Anderson said of him-
self and Clifford. “Coach has 
really pushed us to not only 
be examples on the court but 
to be much more vocal lead-
ers out there.”

But balance is key and the 
sophomores are not the only 
ones who will be expected to 

By Grace Raynor
Staff Writer

For the first time, senior 
guard C.J. Harris feels like his 
team is complete.

Harris, Wake Forest’s 
leading scorer in the 2011-12 
season, averaging 16.7 points 

per game, is 
joined by Travis 
McKie as the 
only safe bet 
in coach Jeff 
Bzdelik’s start-
ing lineup.

“After that, you know, we’ll 
see,” Bzdelik said.

“But I tell you what, I know 
freshmen are freshmen, but 
we’ve got at least three fresh-
men with atypical freshmen 
bodies. We’ve got at least four 

that are really, really strong 
and not like your typical fresh-
men in terms of physicality.”

With so many freshmen 
on board, Bzdelik said the 
Demon Deacons have added 
depth, which has made his 
team more disciplined and his 
practices more competitive.

“Guys are competing and 
earning spots and when they 
don’t get the job done, they 
can come sit on the bench 
next to me, and I actually 
have someone I can put in 
their place,” he said.

But with such a young 
team, the Demon Deacons 
will rely on Harris and McKie 
to set the tone.

“C.J. is someone who is 
going to do the right thing 
and C.J. is going to say, ‘Hey, 

follow me, guys.’ He’s going 
to say things effectively to 
inspire people and draw peo-
ple together,” Bzdelik said.

McKie, who was last sea-
son’s leading rebounder by 
a large margin with an aver-
age of 7 rebounds per game, 
ended the season with 216 total 
rebounds. But he still said the 
team is looking to crash the 
boards more aggressively.

“It’s just a mindset — just 
wanting to get the ball every 
time you can,” he said.

“You can’t depend on your 
big men to get it, you have to 
go get it yourself.”

He added that the team’s 
defense was weak last year, 
and they are now refining it 
in practice.

But with Daniel Green’s 

season-ending ACL tear Oct. 
19 in the fourth quarter of 
an exhibition matchup with 
Brock University, the Demon 
Deacons are losing a quick, 
energetic defender.

To their advantage though, 
the Demon Deacons will have 
played three exhibition games 
before the start of the regular 
season.

Wake Forest defeated 
Brock Oct. 19 84-79. 
Freshmen Tyler Cavanaugh, 
Arnaud William Adala Moto 
and Madison Jones all had 
double-digit scoring perfor-
mances. Harris and McKie 
added 16 and 10 points, 
respectively. 

The next day, the Demon 
Deacons came back to defeat 
Ryerson University. 

at a glance
 Coach: Steve Donahue

 Last season: 9-22 (4-12 
ACC), tied for last

 Preseason ACC: last

 Notable returners: Jordan 
Daniels, Lonnie Jackson, 
Ryan Anderson, Dennis 
Clifford

 Notable losses: Matt 
Humphrey

 Fresh faces: Olivier 
Hanlan, Joe Rahon, 
Andrew Van Nest, Steve 
Perpiglia, Drew Jacobs, Alex 
Dragicevich 

McKie led the team with 
26 points. Freshman Codi 
Miller-McIntyre had 16, fol-
lowed by 14 from Cavanaugh 
and 10 from sophomore 
Chase Fischer. 

Bzdelik said though 
Fischer struggled toward the 
end of last season, he is still a 
strong shooter.

Coming off of a 13-18 (4-12) 
record, Bzdelik said he is excit-
ed about this season’s team.

“Every day that you have 
the opportunity to take the 
court,” he said, “it is impor-
tant to get better individually 
and collectively, and to learn 
something to prepare for the 
season.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

perform.
Clifford said the freshman 

will have to make an impres-
sion early on as well if the 
Eagles hope to compete in the 
ACC.

“I’ve really got big hopes for 
our incoming freshmen. Joe 
Rahon and Olivier Hanlan 
are definitely very solid play-
ers. They can make an impact 
right away,” Clifford said.

Coach Steve Donahue said 
that Rahon and Hanlan are 
much more prepared to play 

at this level than last year’s 
freshmen.

That preparation, which 
included a 10-day trip to Spain 
in the weeks before classes 
started, will help a team that 
Donahue said had trouble 
staying competitive for an 
entire game last season.

“We’re just going to be able 
to play faster ball for longer 
periods of time and be able 
to compete for 40 minutes,” 
Donahue said. “We’ve got to 
get back to the mentality of 
pushing it and playing.”

Though the infusion of 
youth might make this year’s 
team appear eerily similar 
to last year’s, there is a new 
mentality that may help this 
squad gain some traction in 
the ACC.

“I’m looking forward to the 
attitude change that we’ve 
worked on throughout the off 

The Eagles, while still 
young, are ready to 
leave the ACC cellar.

season. Every day, working to 
do better individually and as a 
team,” Clifford said. 

“We’re trying to focus on 
the things we can control 
and the statistical things will 
come in later.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

“I think we’re definitely older than  
sophomores at this point.”
Ryan Anderson,
Boston College sophomore forward

At a glance
 Coach: Jeff Bzdelik

 Last season: 13-18 (4-12 
ACC), tied for last in ACC

 Preseason ACC: 11th 

 Notable returners: C.J. 
Harris, Travis McKie

 Notable losses: Tony 
Chennault, Nikita 
Mescheriakov, Carson 
Desrosiers

 Fresh faces: Codi Miller-
McIntyre, Madison Jones, 
Devin Thomas, Andre 
Washington, Aaron Rountree 
III, Tyler Cavanaugh, Arnaud 
William Adala Moto
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 Make the right move! Make the right move!

 Walk to Campus!! 
 Now’s the time to find that perfect 
 rental home for next school year!

 Simply visit www.dunlaplilley.com or 
 come by our office to get your copy of 

 our annual walk-to-campus list.

 Featured Hot Spots for 2013, 2014
 Chancellor’s Square

 Mill Creek 2 &  4 BR’s
 Clark Ct., Longview & N. Columbia St.
 Large selection of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8 

 bedroom units!

 Dunlap-Lilley Properties
 930 MLK Jr. Blvd., Suite 106

 967-5551 / 967-9992
 Check out our website to see other great rentals available NOW!

 www.dunlaplilley.com
 412690.CRTR

 Southwestern 
 Cuisine

 Serving Lunch Weekdays & Dinner Monday-Saturday
 Serving Sunday Supper from 4-8pm

 Timberlyne Shopping Center  •  1129 Weaver Dairy Rd. • Chapel Hill
 919-942-4745  •  margaretscantina.com •  Follow us on Facebook

 10% Discount 
 with UNC OneCard

 SEASONAL • LOCAL • FRESH

 Download 
 Margaret’s Cantina 

 APP on iTunes!

 412515



Maui Invitational bracket
NOVEMBER 21 NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 19 NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 21

GAME 1, 3:30 P.M.

GAME 2, 6 P.M.

GAME 3, 9:30 P.M.

GAME 4, Midnight

GAME 1, 3:30 P.M.GAME 5, 2:30 P.M. GAME 7, 8 P.M.

GAME 6, 5 P.M. GAME 8, 10:30 P.M.

GAME 12, 10 P.M.GAME 10, 5 P.M.

BUTLER

MARQUETTE

MISSISSIPPI STATE

NORTH CAROLINA

TEXAS

CHAMINADE

USC

ILLINOIS

GAME 9, 2:30 P.M. GAME 11, 7:30 P.M.

Champion

2nd Place

7th Place

8th Place

3rd Place

4rd Place

5th Place

6th Place
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All times Eastern Standard Time

 www.theprintshopchapelhi l l .com

 With this coupon only.

 EXPIRES  11/18/2012

 GO GO GO
 HEELS! HEELS! HEELS!

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 HUGE  SELECTION 
 OF UNC PRINTS.

 20% OFF 20% OFF
 ANY PURCHASE

 412785.CRTR

NO Special  

ShuttleS

Safe Ride  
BuSeS

uNtil  11:30 p.m.

limited  

Vehicle acceSS

NO paRkiNg

keep it lOcal

Homegrown Halloween
Franklin Street • Wednesday, October 31, 2012

www.townofchapelhill.org/halloween

keep it Safe

 BAILEY’S SPORTS 
 BAR IS CURRENTLY 

 ACCEPTING 
 APPLICATIONS FOR 

 SERVERS.

 We are looking for individuals who will 
 thrive in a “Fast-Paced Environment”. We 

 provide competitive 
 wages, flexible work schedules, 

 and Health, Dental, & Vision 
 insurance plans.

 Please apply in person 
 Monday thru Thursday at 

 Rams Plaza 
 1722 Fordham Blvd 

 Chapel Hill, NC 27514
 www.foxandhound.com

 412766.CRTR

 Hours:
 Mon-Sat 10-7 PM
 Sun 12-5 PM

 919.537.8264
 1112 Environ Way
 Chapel Hill, NC 27517
 Hwy 54, near Glen Lennox. 
 Located on bus route S.
 shophadleyemerson.com

 Women’s Clothing  Women’s Clothing 
 & Accessories & Accessories
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At A Glance
 Coach: Mike Krzyzewski 

 Last season: 27-7, (13-3 
ACC), second place 

 Preseason ACC rank:  
2nd

 Preseason accolades: 
Mason Plumlee, first team 
All-ACC

 Notable returners: Mason 
Plumlee, Seth Curry, Ryan 
Kelly

 Notable losses: Austin 
Rivers, Miles Plumlee

 Fresh faces: Rasheed 
Sulaimon, Amile Jefferson, 
Rodney Hood

Virginia Tech begins 
season with uncertainty

By Matthew Cox
Senior Writer

Duke and North Carolina 
have combined to win 36 
of the 59 ACC Tournament 
Championships and 47 ACC 
regular season titles.

But neither Duke nor UNC 
is the preseason ACC favorite. 
Both ACC coaches and media 
selected N.C. State to win the 

conference.
“I’ve been 

on teams 
where in past 
years we’ve 
been picked 
No. 1, and then 

we weren’t able to have the 
season we wanted to or make 
the run in the tournament,” 
senior guard Seth Curry said. 
“Preseason rankings don’t 
really mean anything.”

The Tar Heels will visit 
Cameron Indoor Stadium, 
where they won the regular 
season finale 88-70 last year, 
on Feb. 13, and host the Blue 
Devils March 9. UNC leads 
the overall series 132-102.

The Duke Blue Devils 
ended last season in disgrace, 
losing three of their last four 
games. Duke lost the regular 
season finale to UNC, the 
ACC Tournament semifinal 
to Florida State and their first 
NCAA tournament game to 
Lehigh.

“We can’t dwell on the 
past, you have to look for-
ward,” senior forward Mason 
Plumlee said. “Guys are moti-
vated by it, but I don’t wake 
up and think about it.”

The Blue Devils return 
three senior starters in Curry, 
Plumlee and Ryan Kelly. 
Plumlee was selected to the 
ACC preseason all-conference 
team.

“We have a pretty good 
relationship between the 
three of us to play together 
and have big roles on the 
team,” Curry said. “Our lead-
ership has gotten a lot better 
from last year — that’s some-
thing we’ve seen early on in 
the preseason.”

The trio of seniors will be 
complemented by freshmen 
Rasheed Sulaimon and Amile 

By David Adler
Staff Writer

If new Virginia Tech head 
coach James Johnson wants 
to know whether his team 
will get out of the ACC cel-
lar, he might as well shake a 
Magic 8-Ball — some signs 
point to “Yes,” some signs 
point to “No.”

The Hokies finished the 
2011-12 season with a 4-12 
record in the conference, and 

tied for last 
with Wake 
Forest, Georgia 
Tech and 
Boston College. 

But they had the best over-
all record of the four teams at 
16-17 — the only one close to 
a .500 winning percentage — 
and beat Virginia when the 
Cavaliers were ranked 15th in 
the country.

Virginia Tech also returns 
its leading scorer, point guard 
Erick Green, who averaged 
15.6 points per game last sea-
son and was named second-
team All-ACC.

“(Green) has the leadership 
qualities that he’s made my 
transition easier,” Johnson 
said. “He’s been a coach out 
there on the floor … We’re 
going to lean on him heavily 
this year for a lot of things.”

While this is Johnson’s 
first year as a head coach, he 
isn’t new to coaching. He has 
been on the Virginia Tech 
staff since 2007 and was an 
assistant with the George 
Mason team that made the 
2006 Final Four as a No. 11 
seed.

The Hokies were also com-
petitive in almost every ACC 
game last season. 

Of Virginia Tech’s 12 
regular-season conference 
losses, eight were by five 
points or fewer — including 
three to ranked teams. And 
the Hokies’ ACC Tournament 
loss to then-No. 6 Duke was 
by just four points.

Duke seeks to move  
past Lehigh low point

dth file/spencer herlong
P.J. Hairston makes a pass during a game against Virginia Tech 
last year. UNC beat the Hokies 82-68 in the teams’ only meeting. 

At a Glance
 Coach: James Johnson

 Last season: 16-17 (4-12), 
tied for last

 Preseason ACC rank: tied 
for last

 Preseason accolades: 
none

 Notable returners: Erick 
Green, Robert Brown

 Notable losses: Dorenzo 
Hudson, Dorian Finney-
Smith

 Fresh faces: Marshall 
Wood, Marcus Patrick, Joey 
van Zegeren 

Because close games 
can swing either way, los-
ing so many suggests that 
the Hokies might have been 
unusually unlucky last year. 

But other factors aren’t so 
encouraging.

Virginia Tech has very 
little depth. The Hokies 
have only eight scholarship 
athletes this year — North 
Carolina, by contrast, has 12 
— so their reserves will have 
to step up for the team to 
compete.

“We don’t have a lot of 
scholarship players, we don’t 
have a lot of guys that are 
going to be playing,” forward 
Jarell Eddie said. “We’re 
going to need everyone to 
contribute — for even the 
walk-ons to give us good min-
utes.”

And the Hokies are also 
transitioning to a new system, 
one that Johnson said will 
push the tempo on offense 
and press and trap more on 
defense.

But it’s hard to run a fast 
offense with a thin roster that 
could tire during the course of 
a game. And frequent defen-
sive pressing and trapping is a 
high-risk, high-reward tactic.

The Hokies, though, are 
buying into the system.

“Everything we do is 
competitive,” Green said. 
“Everything we do is up and 
down. (Johnson) wants to 
establish the pace, how we 
want to play.

“We’re going to play fast, 
we’re going to put up a lot 
of shots, we’re going to play 
defense. It’s a whole different 
tempo, a whole different style 
of play. I love it.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

dth file photo
James Michael McAdoo puts up a shot over Duke’s Miles Plumlee 
in the rivalry’s Feb. 8 matchup in the Smith Center. 

Jefferson, both McDonald’s 
All-Americans. Duke 
also returns guards Tyler 
Thornton and Quinn Cook.

Duke lost freshman point 
guard and leading scorer 
Austin Rivers to the NBA. 
Rivers made the buzzer-
beating three-pointer that 
clinched an 85-84 win in the 
Smith Center in February.

Duke will also be with-
out streaky shooter Andre 
Dawkins, who is taking a 
year off for personal reasons.

“He was one of my best 
friends on the team last year, 
so I talk to him all the time,” 
Curry said about Dawkins. 
“It’s tough not being around 
the gym and around the 
team like he has been his 
whole life.”

Dawkins scored 8.4 points 
per game last season and 
shot 40 percent from behind 
the arc.

Coach Mike Krzyzewski 
will lead a team focused on 
redemption for last year’s 
early NCAA tournament 
exit.

“I would want my team, 
even if they won a national 
championship, to put last 
year behind and let’s start 
fresh,” Krzyzewski said. 
“Let’s play good defense, so 

that when March rolls along 
this time, we’re much better 
prepared for it.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 e e 35 Chinese has the best variety of Chinese food around. You can choose 
 from over 50 items on our Super Buffet, or order from the extensive menu.

 Tues-Fri Lunch 11am-2:30pm, adult buffet: $6.95
 Sat-Sun Lunch 11am-2:30pm, adult buffet: $7.50

 Tues-Sun Dinner 4:30pm-9:30pm, adult buffet: $9.75
 CLOSED  MONDAY

 University Square • 143 W. Franklin Street • Chapel Hill • 919.968.3488 • www.35chinesechapelhill.we bs.com

 LOW FAT • N
O M

SG

 $1.00 OFF
 lunch or dinner

 with Student ID

 Chinese Restaurant
 Chapel Hill

 Chinese Restaurant
 Chapel Hill

 412557.CRTR

Best rental houses?

We’re scary good.

LouiseBeckProperties.com
919-401-9300

 WWW .T AR H EEL R ENTALS . COM
 Property information is online at

V  3 & 4 Bedrooms 
 in Carrboro

 Go Heels!

 Renting to students for over 25 years!

 Great locations

 Near bus stops

V

V

 412779.CRTR

 www.cincodemayorestaurants.net

 Monday
 16 oz. Margarita,
 (Rocks Lime only) 
 $1.99

 Tuesday
 Mexican Beer Bottles 
 $1.99
 Domestic Beer Bottles 
 $1.50

 Wed. & Thur.
 DRAFT BEER
 Domestic
 32 oz. $2.75
 Imported
 32 oz. $3.75
 Microbrews
 32 oz. $4.25

 Bucket of 6 Coronitas $6 EVERYDAY
 This special is not valid with other coupons 

 or any other discounts.

 Patio Dining • All ABC Permits

 10% OFF with UNC ID

 FR
A

N
K

LI
N

 S
T.

 SIENNA
 HOTEL

 KANGAROO

 DICKINSONS̓
 NURSERY

 Walgreens

 Estes Dr.

 CINCO  DE  MAYO

 929-6566 929-6566
 1502 E. Franklin St. • Chapel Hill 1502 E. Franklin St. • Chapel Hill

 Friday
 Fishbowl Margarita 
 $5.50 (Rocks Only)
 Pitcher of Mexican Beer 
 $6.25

 Sat. & Sunday
 Pitcher of Domestic 
 $5.50
 Pitcher of Mexican Beer 
 $6.25
 Pitcher of Microbrews 
 $7.00

 Salsa Xtreme 
 every Wed. 
 at 10 pm!

 100 ”
 Projector
 to watch 

 UNC games

 NEW  Menu Items!
 Found nowhere else around

 412767.CRTR
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Reggie Bullock gets a first step on Virginia’s Sammy Zeglinski. 
UNC defeated Virginia twice last season, 70-52 and 54-51. 

At A Glance
 Coach: Tony Bennett 

 Last season: 22-10 (9-7 
ACC), tied for fourth 

 Preseason ACC rank:  
7th

 Preseason accolades: 
none

 Notable returners: Jontel 
Evans, Akil Mitchell, Joe 
Harris

 Notable losses: Mike 
Scott, Sammy Zeglinski

 Fresh faces: Mike Tobey, 
Evan Nolte, Taylor Barnette, 
Caid Kirven, Justin Miller, 
Justin Anderson 

By Andrew Tie
Staff Writer

Virginia Cavaliers junior 
guard Joe Harris should 
expect to see an increased 

role this sea-
son due to 
injuries and an 
influx of fresh-
men.

Media mem-
bers picked Virginia to finish 
seventh in the league at ACC 
Operation Basketball.

Harris, the top return-
ing scorer from last season, 
will lead a Cavaliers team 
that finished 22-10 last 
season, reaching the NCAA 
Tournament for the first 
time since 2007. But with 
top scorer and first-team 

All-ACC forward Mike Scott 
gone, Harris must step up to 
fill the void in leadership and 
scoring.

Senior guard Jontel Evans 
underwent foot surgery 
earlier this month with an 
expected six-to-eight week 
timetable for return. 

Sophomore guard 
Malcolm Brogdon is also 
recovering from foot surgery 
that stemmed from a broken 
foot suffered last season.

With Evans and Brogdon 
out, Harris has practiced 
playing point guard to fill the 
void.

Coach Tony Bennett said 
Harris represents the con-
summate team player who is 
unselfish and will do “what-
ever it takes” to help the team 
win. 

He also said Harris has 
improved his play during the 
offseason, showing that he 
is more confident, better off 
the dribble and deceptively 

athletic.
“The last couple of prac-

tices, I’ve been playing the 
point quite a bit,” Harris said. 
“(I’m) just trying to get accli-
mated to bringing the ball up 
the floor.” 

“I have to take on a larger 
role and be more assertive 
and aggressive, especially on 
the offensive end.”

While Harris should 
prove to be an adequate 
stopgap at point guard, 
Evans’ senior presence will 
be missed.

“It will help us in the long 
run but challenge us in the 
short run,” Bennett said. “We 
don’t have a natural lead 
guard without Malcolm being 
ready yet or Jontel.”

Harris said that getting 
more playing time for the 
freshman at the beginning 
of the season would prove 
valuable for the team as the 
season progresses.

The Cavaliers got a chance 

Joe Harris prepares to lead Cavaliers

to practice with their six 
incoming freshmen recently 
when the team traveled to 
Europe for five exhibition 
games. 

The NCAA allows teams 
to travel overseas once every 
four years to get in extra 
practice and game experi-
ence.

“We didn’t always play 
great, but that was one of the 
best experiences I have had 
to just see a team grow, bond 
and get to know each other,” 
Bennett said.

While the Cavaliers will 
rely on increased roles from 
previous bench players and 

inexperienced but talented 
freshmen, Harris believes the 
team could surprise some 
people.

“I don’t expect any set-
backs or anything like that,” 
Harris said. “I expect the 

program to keep taking off, 
and I think (Bennett and his 
staff ) have it going in the 
right direction.” 

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

The top returning 
scorer will have a big 

role this season.
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 157 E. ROSEMARY ST. (UPSTAIRS)         942-6903

 Come cheer on  Come cheer on  Come cheer on 
 The Tar Heels The Tar Heels The Tar Heels

 at Bub O’Malley’s at Bub O’Malley’s at Bub O’Malley’s
 Over 100 Beers! 30 on Tap!

 Thursday = Karaoke Night &  $ 3.25 Select Domestics Thursday = Karaoke Night &  $ 3.25 Select Domestics
 Friday & Saturday = $3.50 Selected Tall Cans Friday & Saturday = $3.50 Selected Tall Cans

 Thurs: 
 10pm-Close

 412617.CRTR

NOBODY HAS MORE

FOR LESS!!!

NOBODY HAS MORE

FOR LESS!!!

Many costumes shown  
with optional accessories.

Cary  
919-233-6777

203 Crossroads Blvd.
In Crossroads Plaza
next to Toys ‘R’ Us

DurhaM  
919-493-7997

5402 New Hope Commons Dr.
Across from Wal-Mart

Highway 15-501 & Interstate 40

Garner  
919-661-2228

280 Shenstone Blvd.
Hwy. 70 & I 40
Across From BJ’s

raleiGh  
919-572-7891

8081 Brier Creek Pkwy
Brier Creek Next to
Petsmart and Staples
Hwy 70 and I-540

raleiGh  
919-790-2423

3604 Sumner Blvd.,
Suite 100 Across from

Triangle Town Center Mall  
Next to Dick’s and  

Bed, Bath & Beyond

Open 7 Days & 6 niGhts

 Nikon Prostaff
 Fits in your pocket! Great for sports!

 Waterproof & Lightweight!

 Wild Bird Center (919) 933-2030
 HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10-6

 Sunday 1-5
 The Shops at Eastgate

 Chapel Hill

 Focus on the GAME

 Go Heels!

 GLENN’S TAiLOR SHOP
 For ALL of 

 your alteration 
 needs

 HOURS:

 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

 Sat 10am-2pm
 Closed Sundays

 136 E. Rosemary St • Chapel Hill, NC • 919.624.1563



By Brandon Chase
Staff Writer

When looking at Clemson’s 
roster this season, one thing 
jumps out — youth.

The Tiger’s squad features 
12 underclassmen to comple-
ment returning frontcourt 
starters Milton Jennings and 
Devin Booker, and third-year 
coach Brad Brownell said he 
knows his patience is going to 
be tested.

“I’m not a patient person,” 
Brownell said. 
“I struggle with 
that, so this is 
going to be chal-
lenging for me.”

Brownell 
hopes Booker and Jennings 
keep his heart rate down by 
stepping into the leadership 
roles left by the graduation of 
leading scorers Andre Young 
and Tanner Smith. But his 
two veterans have very differ-
ent leadership styles. 

“(Jennings) is a more vocal 
type of guy, a vocal type of 
leader, whereas Devin is more 
likely to do things more one-
on-one,” Brownell said.

Regardless of their dif-
ferent ways of motivating 
their team, both Booker and 
Jennings will be expected to 
produce on the court. The 
two forwards combined for 
20.2 points per game last 
season — more than the 
other six returning players 
combined.

The two seniors have both 
struggled to live up to expec-
tations during their time 
at Clemson, but this could 
finally be their year. Jennings, 
the first McDonald’s All-
American to go to Clemson 
since 1991, has averaged only 
seven points throughout his 
career.

“I’ll definitely take no 
games off,” Jennings said. 
“That’s one mindset person-
ally as a senior.”

Booker, expected to dupli-
cate the feats of brother and 
former Clemson standout 
Trevor Booker, is ready to 

finally get out of his brother’s 
shadow.

“I’m one of the go-to-guys,” 
Booker said. “They’re going 
to be throwing the ball to 
me a lot, and I’m going to be 
expecting it. I’m ready for it.”

Even if Booker and 
Jennings have breakout sea-
sons, the younger players will 
have to step up for the Tigers 
to improve on last year’s 16-15 
campaign.

A prime candidate might be 
sophomore Rod Hall, who will 
be expected to handle some 
point guard duties despite 
averaging only 3.8 points and 
1.3 rebounds last season.

“(Hall) is one of those guys 
that you enjoy playing with,” 
Brownell said. “He’s a willing 
passer. He’s trying to make 
guys better, get them shots, so 
we’re pleased with what he’s 
doing.”

Brownell wants his team to 
finish above its eighth place 
ACC preseason ranking, but 
knows the team is a work in 
progress.

“We’re teaching them how 
to play,” Brownell said. “But 
teaching them how to play 
takes a long time.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

AT A GLANCE
 Coach: Brad Brownell

 Last season: 16-15 (8-8 
ACC), seventh in ACC

 Preseason ACC: 8th

 Preseason accolades: 
none

 Notable returners: Devin 
Booker, Milton Jennings, 
Rod Hall 

 Notable losses: Andre 
Young, Tanner Smith

 Fresh faces: Adonis Filer, 
Landry Nnoko, Jordan 
Roper, Josh Smith, Jaron 
Blossomgame

By Carlos Collazo
Staff Writer

Last year Maryland had 
the worst defense in the 
ACC. 

That defense allowed an 
average of 70.7 points per 
game, and dropped Maryland 
to an eighth place finish in 
the ACC last year.

The Terrapins finished 
with a conference record of 
just 6-10. But things could 

turn around 
this season as 
Maryland was 
picked to finish 
sixth in the con-
ference.

If coach Mark Turgeon has 
his way, things will be quite 
different for the Terrapins 
this season. 

“We’re potentially much 
better defensively,” Turgeon 
said. “With the athletes we 
have and the depth we have 
should be much better defen-
sively.”

Junior point guard 
Pe’Shon Howard returns to 
action after suffering mul-
tiple injuries last season, and 
will add to the Terrapins’ 
depth. 

Howard only played in 14 
games last season after a sea-
son-ending ACL tear during 
an early February practice. 

“Pe’Shon dropped 15 
pounds, and he’s got a little 
bit of experience for us, some-
thing we don’t have a lot of,” 
Turgeon said. “He likes to 
play point, he likes to defend 
and he likes to pass the ball. 
And kids today don’t like to 
do that.”

But Howard isn’t the only 
one who can help the team 
out.

Sophomore Alex Len now 
has a year of experience 
under his belt and has the 
potential to become a consis-
tent defender in the paint for 
Maryland.

Last year the 7-foot-1 cen-
ter averaged 2.2 blocks.

But Len isn’t Maryland’s 
only option at center.

Four-star freshman 
Shaquille Cleare joins the 
Terrapins with a 6-foot-9, 270 
pound frame. 

Defense is just one dimen-
sion of Maryland’s game.

The Terrapins lost their top 
two scorers from last season 
— Sean Mosley to gradua-
tion, and Terrell Stoglin to the 
NBA draft.

dth file photo
UNC sophomore forward Desmond Hubert dunks over senior 
forward Milton Jennings. Jennings averaged 5.6 rebounds.

That’s where senior James 
Padgett and sophomore Nick 
Faust could make the biggest 
impact. 

But both have to fill big 
shoes this year to keep 
Maryland’s offense going.

Faust filled in for an 
injured Howard last year, 
and earned the team’s most 
improved award. 

Faust recorded a field goal 
percentage of 37.4 last year. 

“I’ve been working on fin-
ishing around the rim, mid-
range game — just shooting 
in general,” Faust said. 

“I feel as though my jump-
shot has to be more consis-
tent to be a more complete 
player.”

As one of the team’s two 
seniors, Padgett will look to 

Forwards to 
pace youthful 
Tigers team

Maryland Terrapins ready to 
show o≠ revamped defense 

dth file/Elizabeth mendoza
Senior forward James Padgett guards UNC’s James Michael McAdoo. Padgett averaged 9.4 points 
and 6.4 rebounds in the last eight games of the season. He also led the team in overall rebounding. 

AT A GLANCE
 Coach: Mark Turgeon

 Last season: 17-15 (6-10 
ACC), eighth in ACC

 Preseason ACC: 6th 

 Notable returners: Pe’Shon 
Howard, Nick Faust, James 
Padgett, Alex Len

 Notable losses: Terrell Stoglin 

 Fresh faces: Charles 
Mitchell, Seth Allen, Jake 
Layman, Conner Lipinski, 
Shaquille Cleare 

 Maryland heads to 
Brooklyn to play the 
Kentucky Wildcats in the 
Barclay’s Center in early 
November.

assume a leadership role both 
on and off the court.

“(Our goal is to) stay 
focused, be motivated, be 
focused on getting better 
every day, coming together,” 
Padgett said. 

“Set high expectations — 

don’t let anyone set higher 
expectations for us than our-
selves. 

“We’re looking forward to 
winning now.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 750 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
 Chapel Hill, NC
 (919) 967-3663

 Seasonally Prepared foods,
 coffees ,  sauces ,  salsas , 

 crackers ,  cookies ,  jams ,
 to eat in or take out!

 Open 7:30 am to 8 pm
 Seven days a week

 Come have breakfast, 
 lunch or dinner with your 

 Foster family!

 412468.CRTR

 (919) 489-6468
 4600 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd. • Durham, NC 27707

 www.torerosmexicanrestaurants.com

 Authentic Mexican Cuisine

 15% STUDENT 15% STUDENT

 DISCOUNT DISCOUNT
 *Discount only applies to food purchases*

 (with Student ID)  (with Student ID) 

 Drink Specials EVERY Day!

 WE DO CATERING! 919-641-3872

 FREE Salsa Dance Lessons every Sat.10-11 PM   • Dinner Buffet

 412778.CRTR

 Faculty & Staff Faculty & Staff



dth file/spencer herlong
Senior guard Tierra Ruffin-Pratt goes up for a shot. Ruffin-Pratt will 
take over at point guard. She averaged 8.5 points last season. 

Tar Heels seek return to NCAA Tournament
By Henry Gargan

Assistant Sports Editor

In March, Carmichael 
Arena hosted the opening 
rounds of the women’s bas-
ketball NCAA tournament. 

Denied a berth for the first 
time since 2001, the Tar Heels 
were spectators at their home 
court. But forward Krista 
Gross wasn’t in the stands.

“It was hard,” she said. “I 
couldn’t come watch any of the 
games, especially when they 
were playing here. I couldn’t 
even be a part of March mad-
ness. It just hurt too bad.” 

Gross, now a senior, said 
that experience is part of 
what has driven this year’s 
team to improve. She, Waltiea 
Rolle and Tierra Ruffin-Pratt 
comprise UNC’s core of 
senior leadership, returning 
to a team that went 20-11 and 
9-7 in the ACC, finishing fifth 
in the conference. 

But improvement will 
require the convergence of a 
number of factors, not all of 

which are within the players’ 
control. 

“We had more injuries last 
year than we’d probably had 
in 10 years total,” coach Sylvia 
Hatchell said. “I look at it 
with all the injuries and stuff, 
and I wonder, ‘How did we 
win 20 games?’ 

“At one time we were down 
to six healthy players, and not 
only were we down in num-
bers, but we had kids out of 
position.” 

Hatchell said her team is 
relatively healthy now. But 
the biggest difference from 
last year, she said, is her 
team’s attitude.

The slight of being left out 
of the NCAA tournament, 
along with formative summer 
games in Europe, brought the 
Tar Heels together like little 
else could.

“We had spent the second 
summer (school) session 
together, so we kind of knew 
each other, knew the fresh-
men a little bit,” Gross said. 
“And then we go to Europe 

By Robbie Harms
Assistant Sports Editor

There’s a youth resurgence 
on the North Carolina wom-
en’s basketball team, and it’s 
led by the girl they call “Z.”

Xylina McDaniel, pro-
nounced Za-Lina, heads a 
five-member freshmen class 
that will look to pair with 
UNC’s upperclassmen to 
avenge the disappointment 
from a year ago.

“Xylina McDaniel is a 
beast,” coach Sylvia Hatchell 
said. “Her dad was X-man 
(Xavier McDaniel), played in 
the NBA. She’s a lot like him, 
a rebounder.”

UNC failed to qualify for the 
NCAA Tournament last sea-
son, and Hatchell turned down 
a bid to the Women’s NIT.

But this year, restocked and 

refreshed by the batch of fresh-
men, North Carolina hopes its 
postseason chances aren’t left 
in the hands of voters.

“The freshmen came 
in, and they’re all kinds of 
energy,” senior forward Krista 
Gross said. “So we feed off 
that a little bit.”

Hatchell said McDaniel, 
the 2010-11 South Carolina 
Gatorade Player of the Year, 
will start in the frontcourt 
this season and that fresh-
man guard N’Dea Bryant will 
also see significant playing 
time.

“N’Dea’s got lots of poten-
tial,” Hatchell said. “We’re still 
working with her a lot. She’s 
going to be a good player, 
but she’s just got to learn the 
tempo of the college game.”

McDaniel, Bryant and 
fellow freshman Antoinette 

Bannister each have different 
strengths, sophomore Brittany 
Rountree said: McDaniel is a 
force in the post, Bannister is a 
lethal shooter and Bryant sees 
the floor well and has great 
ball-handling.

But the transition from 
high school to Division I bas-
ketball hasn’t been effortless.

The freshmen have had 
to learn how to balance 
classes and practice, figure 
out UNC’s bus system, and 
acclimate to a new speed and 
style of play. And they’re still 
learning.

“Everybody moves a lot 
faster, when we’re playing and 
when they’re teaching us,” 
McDaniel said. “They don’t 
spend a lot of time on one 
thing. They expect you, once 
they tell you, to know it and 
practice it on your own.”

The upperclassmen, 
though, have been there 
to guide them. Gross, who 
recently returned from injury, 
has made herself available to 
the freshmen UNC players to 
help them adjust to college.

“(I’ve been) just showing 
them the ropes,” she said. “Just 
pulling them off to the side 
explaining things. They have 
questions — they get that look 
when they’re not completely 
sure of themselves.”

McDaniel said the support 
hasn’t been solely from the 
juniors and seniors.

“Everybody has (been sup-
portive) — even the fresh-
men,” she said. “Say one of us 
gets it faster than the other, 
we’ll help them. We’re literal-
ly one team. Everybody helps 
each other no matter what 
class they are.”

The Tar Heels hope the 
freshmen talent, coupled with 
this direction and leadership, 
will get them back to where 
they want to be in March — 
the NCAA Tournament.

And if the girl they call “Z” 
gets her wish, they will be.

“We must,” McDaniel said, 
pausing, “get in the tourna-
ment this year.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

Freshmen will be the X-factor 

“I think we’re going to be better than people 
think we’re going to. In fact, I know we will.”
Sylvia Hatchell,
women’s basketball coach 

and we’re all we have. There’s 
no cellphones, that kind of 
thing. Everybody’s dying for 
Internet. But when we’re out 
there, it’s just us.” 

The team will also have to 
compensate for the departure 
of three of last year’s starters, 
including UNC’s top two scor-
ers, Chay Shegog and Laura 
Broomfield.

But Gross and Hatchell 
both said this year’s team 
already has its own deter-
mined dynamic. 

It also has an athletic 
freshman class led by Xylina 
McDaniel and a number of 
returning players who made 
significant improvements in 
the off-season. 

“This year, it’s more fast-
paced,” sophomore point 
guard Brittany Rountree said. 

“We’re pressing more. Last 
year, I don’t think I drove to 
the basket that often, I wasn’t 
as aggressive. This year, I’m 
going to be more aggressive.” 

To remind herself of where 
her team is coming from, 
Hatchell keeps a commemora-
tive wooden plaque from last 
year’s Final Four on her desk. 
Written on it in permanent 
marker are the words “No 
NCAA. Don’t Forget.” 

She hopes that memory 
will be the glue that holds all 
of her team’s other advan-
tages together. 

“I think we’re going to be 
better than people think we’re 
going to be,” Hatchell said. “In 
fact, I know we will.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.

2012-13 woMen’s 
Basketball 

SCHEDULE
Date	T ime	O pponent	   Tv
Sun. Oct. 28 	 2 p.m. 	 vs. Carson-Newman (exhibition)	      
Thurs. Nov. 1 	 7 p.m. 	 vs. Wingate (exhibition)	
Fri. Nov. 9 	 5 p.m.       	 vs. Davidson	
Sun. Nov. 11 	 5 p.m.	 vs. TBA 	
Weds. Nov. 14 	 7 p.m. 	 vs. TBA	
Sat. Nov. 24 	 TBA                  vs. LaSalle	
Sun. Nov. 25 	  6 p.m.             vs. UNC-Asheville	
Weds. Nov. 28 	  7 p.m.             vs. Ohio State	   
Sun. Dec. 2 	  TBA	 at Tennessee 		
Weds. Dec. 5 	  7 p.m.	 vs. Radford 	
Weds. Dec. 12 	  7 p.m.	 vs. North Carolina Central 	
Sun. Dec. 16 	  2 p.m.	 at Coastal Carolina 	
Weds. Dec. 19 	  7 p.m.	 vs. East Carolina 	
Fri. Dec. 28 	  2 p.m.	 vs. ETSU 	
Sun. Dec. 30 	  2 p.m.	 at Clemson	
Thurs. Jan. 3 	  7 p.m.	 vs. Maryland	
Sun. Jan. 6 	  2 p.m. 	 vs. Virginia Tech	
Thurs.. Jan. 10 	  7 p.m.              at N.C. State	
Sun. Jan. 13 	  2 p.m.	 vs. Georgia Tech                            ESPN3
Thurs. Jan. 17 	  6:30 p.m.	 vs. Virginia                                          RSN
Thurs. Jan. 24 	  8:30 p.m.	 at Maryland                                       RSN
Sun. Jan. 27 	  2 p.m.	 at Miami                                         ESPN2
Thurs. Jan. 31 	  7 p.m.	 vs. Florida State                             ESPN3
Sun. Feb. 3 	  1 p.m.	 vs. Duke                                         ESPNU
Thurs. Feb. 7 	  7 p.m.	 at Boston College 	
Sun. Feb. 10 	  11:30 a.m.	 at Georgia Tech                            ESPNU
Thurs. Feb. 14 	  7 p.m.             vs. Wake Forest	
Sun. Feb. 17 	  1 p.m.	 at Florida State                                  RSN
Fri. Feb. 22 	  8:30 p.m.	 at Virginia Tech                                 RSN
Sun. Feb. 24 	  1:30 p.m.	 vs. N.C. State                                 ESPNU
Thurs. Feb. 28 	  7 p.m.             vs. Boston College	
Sun. Mar. 3 	  4 p.m.	 at Duke                                           ESPN2

Follow UNC 
basketball news 
on Twitter

@DTHSports
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 B olinwood  C ondominiums

 500 Umstead Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27516
  919-942-7806  |  www.bolinwoodcondos.com

 2BR: 923 square feet: $685, 3BR: 1212 square feet: $800

  Private balconies, on site pool, basketball 
 court, laundry facility, N-line bus stop

 412632.CRTR

 S TRATFORD  H ILLS

 g a
 r d e

 n   a p a r t m e n t s

 Offering 1, 2 & 3 
 bedroom apartments 
 at a GREAT value.

 919-929-3015 • www.bipinc.com
 700 Bolinwood Drive • Chapel Hill, NC 27514

 Walk to Class!

 412671.CRTR

 When the time comes to ditch the dorm or move in
 with friends, check out the really cool houses at:

 Call us now to find out about 
 your next house: 919-605-4810
 We make finding your new place easy… Visit our 
 website where you can see photos of our houses, 

 floor plans, map locations and much more!

 Complete information on our houses 
 is on-line. We only rent clean, well 
 maintained homes. Call us soon to 
 get a chance at yours.

 4 bedrooms, 2 baths
 $2,040/mo., August 2013

 Carrboro

 www.CoolBlueRentals.com919.929.9119  •  153 E. Franklin St.

Delivery 

by Scootfood



No.	        Player	     	 Year        		  Pos.            	 Height
2   	      Latifah Coleman 	     	 SO		  G 	  	 5’ 9” 	
3   	      Megan Buckland 	     	 FR		  G 	   	 6’ 0” 	
10   	      Danielle Butts	     	 SO		  G 	   	 5’ 10”	
11   	      Brittany Rountree  	     	 SO 		  G 	   	 5’ 9” 	
13   	      Hillary Fuller  	     	 FR		  F	   	 6’ 2” 	
15   	      Antoinette Bannister  	     	 FR		  G 	  	 5’ 10” 
21   	      Krista Gross  	     	 SR		  G/F         	 6’ 0” 	
22   	      N’Dea Bryant  	     	 FR		  G 	   	 6’ 0” 	
24   	      Whitney Adams  	     	 SO		  F 	   	 6’ 0” 	
30   	      Hillary Summers  	     	 FR		  F 	   	 6’ 2” 	
31   	      Erika Johnson  	    	 SO		  G 	   	 6’ 1” 	
32   	      Waltiea Rolle 	     	 SR      		  C	  	 6’ 6”         
34   	      Xylina McDaniel  	     	 FR		  F 	  	 6’ 2” 	
44   	      Tierra Ruffin-Pratt  	     	 SR		  G 	  	 5’ 10”

2012-13 woMen’s Basketball Roster

2012-13 
acc Women’s 
Basketball 
MEDIA 
PREDICTIONS
1. Duke
2. Maryland
3. Georgia Tech
4. Virginia
5. North Carolina
6. Miami
7. Florida State
8. N.C. State
9. Wake Forest
10. Clemson
11. Virginia Tech
12. Boston College
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Head Coach: Sylvia Hatchell 

Director of Basketball Operations:  Greg 
Law

Assistant Coach: Andrew Calder
Assistant Coach:  Tracey Williams-Johnson

Assistant Coach:  Trisha Stafford-Odom

 Downtown Chapel Hil l
 942-PUM P

 106 W. Franklin St.
 (Next to He’s Not Here)

 www.yogurtpump.com

 Mon-Thurs 11:30am-11:30 pm
 Fri-Sat 11:30am-12:00pm • Sun Noon-11:30pm

 GO HEELS! GO HEELS!

 A Tar Heel tradition since 1982

 412823.CRTR
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