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RE: I would say so, I don’t think there were any conservative blacks involved, there may have been, but I sure don’t remember.  It was – people just didn’t want – they wanted government kept within a very narrow range, that’s what it amounted to and I on the other hand felt as if – I guess a lot of other people that the government could be a tool for improving people’s conditions.  So, that’s why I got involved in Redevelopment when they asked me to, when I was appointed initially (     ) the Redevelopment Commission.  You know now in the papers you read criticisms and how it destroyed the community, the black community and things of that sort.  To me that really is exaggerated or unwarranted because a lot of stuff was replaced that was in very, very bad shape.  I know in Hayti they tore down some of the business structures as well, but a few that were displaced never started back again, but I think on balance it helped the overall community of Durham, including the black community.  To me the creation of the Durham freeway, highway 147, leading from I-40 through Durham to I-40 sort of circling – going through the middle.  I think if that had not been constructed Durham’s growth would have been greatly restricted and that would have meant fewer jobs throughout – everybody, white and black.


BW: So, how did the decision to construct the freeway through Hayti, how did that come about? I’ve always been interested in that – 


RE: Well, that came about because, as part of the plan for redevelopment it was felt that the redevelopment should include better access that would serve the whole city including the areas through which it went.  So, the basic rational was if you’re going to be taking people’s property and replacing it, why not replace it with something which helps the whole community by providing access so that as the new interstates were being constructed, Durham would not be left out, that was the basic thing.  To me, its like when ever I drive along 147, I think my gosh, think of all the problems that would be if we didn’t have it.  


BW: So from the outset, would you say – or from your perspective, all of the groups, organizations that were for this urban renewal program, how connected were some of those groups in terms of the planning of urban renewal, in terms of what their interests were and what they sought to get?


RE: I think our Commission certainly tried to protect the interests of the citizens, mostly African Americans who were gonna be displaced and we tried to encourage development of property for use of single family homes and apartments that replaced the ones that we were displacing.  I think the African American community was strongly supportive , otherwise it couldn’t have passed, it couldn’t have been done because at that time the black community was politically very powerful.  Of course, I think they are still very powerful, but they could have blocked urban renewal had their been any feeling that it would be adverse for black interests.


BW: So, you really believed – in terms of the black leadership they really felt that it would really benefit, with sincerity the –.


RE: I think people like John Wheeler and John Stewart would never have gone forward had they not actually believed in it.  Certainly in the conversations I had with John I never sensed that there was any disagreement with our basic premise.  He wanted it to be done right.  We had a good director during the initial years with the redevelopment program, a guy named Ben Perry and I think Ben was committed to trying to assure that everything was done fairly. [pause]  I think most people – well lets put it this way, I think that groups from outside who evaluated urban renewal program rated outs as being pretty darn good, I think we were in one of the top brackets.


BW: What kind of groups were these?


RE: Well I think HUD [Department of Housing and Urban Development] rated us pretty highly, I think various civic groups – I don’t know, but the general impression I have is that what we did here in Durham was viewed outside as being very well handled and very much needed.  I know now there’s a lot of static you read in the paper, but I didn’t sense that at the time.  Except more from my very conservative friends.


BW: Was there any point during, I guess mid-to-late 1960s, was there any point where blacks or any other units kind of realized that some of the things promised by urban renewal wasn’t fully taking affect?  Was there a point where you felt like it was kind of –. 


RE:   I don’t remember anything specific.  There may have been some concerns at particular locations, but I don’t really remember.


BW: What about –.


RE: We got pretty favorable reviews, so that made me very happy.  The City Council seemed to be pleased with what we were doing.  We tried to keep them informed.  My mother served twenty years on the Council, so she left in 1971, so I had some idea of their thoughts. [pause]  Maybe the people who didn’t like it wouldn’t tell her, but I thought that the City Council felt very pleased with what we were doing.  


BW: So why is there so much criticism now?


RE: Well I think, you know looking at something retroactively and forgetting what it was before, sort of facilitates that type of criticism, I don’t think its well founded.  I think that there’s some in our community both black and white that like to capitalize on divisiveness and that sort of thing, so I think some of the criticisms, maybe their totally sincere, but I think they are a reflection of some attitudes, particularly on the part of African Americans now that there’s a concerted effort to discriminate against them, which is probably less likely in Durham over the past forty years than almost any other place in the state.  So, I just don’t see any bases for it.  I’m probably defensive subconsciously.
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