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D-OGS MEETING FOR JUNE 2019 
 

Genealogical research involves using many sources.  Many are commonly known and covered in books and 

lectures, but others can be surprising and could help with your own research.    Join us on Wednesday, June 5 

at 7:00PM at the OWASA Community Center, 400 Jones Ferry Rd, Carrboro to hear D-OGS member Ann 

Myhre discuss her research into her Quaker 4th great grandfather Daniel Bills, and tell how he this made his 

mark on the world and the sources that surprised her. 

  

Speaker Biography:  
  

Long-time D-OGS member Ann Myhre began writing about her family in the 8
th
 grade. She has two degrees 

in Biology from East Tennessee State University and a BS in Science Education from NCSU. History was 

not on her list of priorities until about 1998, when her mother-in-law died and left piles of genealogical 

material from both sides of her husband's family.  Since then she's worked on both families, including 

research in several US states and in libraries in Norway and Ulster. She is a member of three lineage 

societies and numerous other societies covering areas of interest. 

  

Directions: 

The OWASA Community Center is on the right side of Jones Ferry Road heading west out of town.  Park in 

the lower lot on the west side of the facility - the center is the door closest to the street on the lower level. 
 

 

FOLLOW-UP: ANCESTRY.COM IS UNDER FIRE AS NEW DNA 
ALGORITHM DRASTICALLY CHANGES THE ETHNICITY OF 
SOME USERS  
 

The following is a follow-up to my previous article at: http://bit.ly/2DN6o8y: . In the earlier article, I wrote: 

“Ancestry.com is updating its databases and altering the results for some users. The new findings of ethnic 

origins have sent some users into a full-blown identity crisis. If you previously had your DNA tested by 

Ancestry and have already found your family’s ethnic origins, you might want to go back to the AncestryDNA 

web site and check again. The results may have changed.” 

 

Some readers posted comments posted at the end of the article by newsletter readers questioned whether or 

not this was a new update to Ancestry.com’s DNA databases. However, that question seems to be cleared up 

by the following information written by the Ancestry Team and published in the Ancestry Blog at 

https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/05/02/understanding-your-new-ethnicity-estimate/ on May 2, 2019: 

“Understanding Your New Ethnicity Estimate 

 

“We’re always looking for new ways to help support our customers on their journeys of personal discovery. 

Often that means updating our products and services to take advantage of the most advanced science and 

technology. 

http://bit.ly/2DN6o8y
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/05/02/understanding-your-new-ethnicity-estimate/
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“Last fall, we introduced the capability to provide more precise ethnicity estimates to our customers using an 

algorithm that analyzes longer segments of genetic information. For some of our existing customers, this has 

meant that previous ethnicity estimates have evolved as a result of this new technology. 

 

“We recognize that an individual’s personal sense of identity is very important and that any journey of personal 

discovery may take turns that are surprising or unexpected. However, it is important to keep in mind that your 

DNA doesn’t change, but the science and technology behind understanding it constantly evolves and we 

endeavor to ensure that this cutting-edge science is reflected in our offerings. 

 

“All AncestryDNA® customers who have not already transitioned to their new, more precise ethnicity estimate 

will be transitioned starting May 30, 2019. If you received your AncestryDNA® results prior to September 

2018 and wish to keep a record of your prior results, you may download them by July 20, 2019.” 

 
 

NORTH CAROLINA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY WEBINAR 

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA 

“Finding Black Roots in a White World” 

 

This recorded Webinar will be freely available to the public from midnight Thursday night through midnight 

Sunday night (EDT), 7-9 June 2019. (The live webinar was originally presented on 18 Mar 2016.) 

The handout for this presentation is only available to logged-in members, and is accessible on the main 

Webinars page. (On the top menu, under Education & Events, select Webinars to go to the main webinars 

page. The box at the top right of that page has a link to “Member Webinar Handouts”, which is arranged in 

alphabetical order.) This webinar is always available to members in the Member Webinars area of the 

website. Each members’ webinar page also has a direct link to the handout. 

 

Please register for the free webinar replay so that we may email the direct link to you. 

Register Now!  

 

 

About the Webinar: 

Learn how to find African American family members in the pre-1870 United States. Utilize the tools and 

techniques that will help you identify and find resources to lead you to a family. 

About the Speaker: 

J. Mark Lowe describes himself as a lifelong genealogist. He is a full-time professional genealogist, author, 

and lecturer specializing in original records and manuscripts throughout the South. Mark lives in Robertson 

County, Tennessee, just north of Nashville near the Kentucky border. 

https://www.ncgenealogy.org/
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Mark enjoys opportunities to share what he has learned over the years. He serves as the Course Coordinator 

for “Research in the South” at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research and also directs a southern 

course for the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy. Mark has worked on several genealogical television series 

including Finding Your Past, African American Lives 2, Who Do You Think You Are? and UnXplained 

Events. 

Mark has published in the Association of Professional Genealogists Quarterly, National Genealogical 

Society Quarterly, the Genealogical Speakers Guild Speak!, The Longhunter (Southern Kentucky 

Genealogical Society), the Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society Quarterly, and other local society 

publications. He formerly was the president of the Association of Professional Genealogists (APG), president 

for the Federation of Genealogical Societies, vice president of the Genealogical Speakers Guild, and 

president of the Southern Kentucky Genealogical Society. Mark is a Certified Genealogist and a Fellow of 

the Utah Genealogical Society. He was awarded the Grahame T. Smallwood Jr. award by the APG. 

This webinar is always accessible on the website to NCGS members as a member benefit. 

Finding Black Roots Flyer - Download 

 
 

HELP DATING AN OLD FAMILY PHOTO  
 

 
 

A question was asked on a Facebook group about this photo. Audrey M. asked the group "Does anyone know 

how I could try to find the date of this photograph?" 

 

I thought I would answer here on Olive Tree Genealogy blog. 

 

To date photographs, first determine the type. This is a cabinet card which was not used until ca 1870.  

 

Next determine when the photographer was in business. Narrow the years this way. A check online for the 

Maitland Photography studio in Stratford, Ontario Canada reveals that the owner, George Maitland, did not 

establish his photography business in that town until 1876. His first studio was on Market Street and that is 

where this photograph was taken. George was in business for about 30 years (perhaps a little longer) so we 

can estimate this cabinet card photo was taken between 1876 and 1906 or slightly later.  

https://www.ncgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Lowe_BlackRoots_2019_ReplayFlyer.pdf
https://www.ncgenealogy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Lowe_BlackRoots_2019_ReplayFlyer.pdf
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-99scHCzVn0U/XLHjuo4ObhI/AAAAAAABFng/QaMpXY8ufYQ9mANNh7lLzH1lpwiBiaVrQCLcBGAs/s1600/Screenshot+2019-04-13+09.26.44.png
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Searches of available Stratford City Directories reveals that in 1888 George Maitland's studio was still on 

Market Street but in 1896, Maitland Photography Studios was on Downie Street. Thus we have narrowed the 

year of the cabinet card even more. 

 

Next we start looking at clothing and hairstyle clues. The adult woman's hairstyle is ca late 1880s to early 

1900s but it could be narrowed down even more. Using the reference book "Out-of-Style:A Modern 

Perspective of How, Why and When Vintage Fashions Evolved" by Betty Kreisel Shubert I see that her hair 

with its flattened "spit curls" was in style 1880-1890s.  

 

Her dress with its tight fitted bodice looks like ca late 1880s to early 1900s as well. The children's clothing is 

confusing me slightly as the boys with their knickers look to be in the early 1900-1906 range. But the girls 

are wearing the yoke-style dresses framed with ruffles which was popular in the 1890s.  The 1890s also saw 

huge balloon style sleeves. I'm leaning towards dating this photograph in the late 1890s. 

   

Here is a place to start reading up on some basic clues http://www.lostfaces.com/photo-clues.html 

 

(Reprinted from an Olive Tree Genealogy blog entry) 

 
 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND GENEALOGY SERVICE 2019  
 

The following announcement was written by Ancestor Network Ltd: 

 
Dublin, Wednesday, 29 May 2019 

 

Ancestor Network Ltd has been awarded the contract to support and assist the genealogy advisory service at 

the National Library of Ireland in 2019, following a public tender competition. 

 

This is the 8
th
 consecutive year that the National Library of Ireland has selected Ancestor Network to provide 

this unique genealogy advisory service. It is also the tenth anniversary of the founding of Ancestor Network 

Ltd in May 2009. 

 

Starting from today, our professional genealogists will assist visitors from Monday to Wednesday, 9:30am to 

5:00pm and Thursday to Friday, 9:30am to 4:45pm.  Our professional genealogists will advise and assist 

visitors about family history sources available at the National Library, other repositories, and online 

internet sources. 

 

Aiden Feerick, Ancestor Network’s Project Manager stated: “Our team of genealogists work with 

experienced National Library staff members to provide an open and friendly walk-in service. We strive to 

assist every visitor in finding some information about their individual families.” 

 

http://www.lostfaces.com/fashion-women.html
http://www.lostfaces.com/hairstyles-women.html
https://amzn.to/2IvmgQg
https://amzn.to/2IvmgQg
http://www.lostfaces.com/photo-clues.html?fbclid=IwAR32A8y1pugMwRUWHiPPJgG1uxAcWZyp79OB2J6eVoCKSQEhXtTOwUOGHIY
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John Hamrock of Ancestor Network stated: “We are very pleased to have been selected by the National 

Library for 2019, particularly on the tenth anniversary of the founding of Ancestor Network. This 

appointment, along with our recent initiatives such as establishing a branch office in Northern Ireland, our 

recent book launches of counties Tipperary and Leitrim research guides, and our strategic alliance with a 

US based genealogical research platform will serve to continue our steady growth in the years ahead.” 

 

Ciara Kerrigan, Assistant Keeper, National Library of Ireland added, “We are delighted to be working with 

the excellent team of genealogy experts at Ancestor Network for the eighth year running. People interested in 

undertaking family history research make up a big part of our overseas and local visitors, and developing 

the NLI further as a venue for research, culture, learning and tourism is an important objective of our 

redevelopment programme – “Reimagining the National Library’ – which is well underway.” 

 

(Reprinted from Dick Eastman’s Online Genealogical Newsletter) 

  
 

WEBSITES OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 
 

The Great Migration Parish Web Mapping App is now Online 
 

The New England Historic Genealogical Society has just released has just released a valuable tool for 

anyone with English ancestors who emigrated during the Great Migration of immigrants to New England 

from 1620 to 1640. 
 

 
 

https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
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I’m already enthused about this new online site because, within two minutes of my first visit, I found the 

village of origin of one of my ancestors who left England in 1637 and moved to Massachusetts. After two 

minutes on the new Great Migration Parish Web Mapping site, I not only found where he came from but also 

his home village’s location was displayed on the map! 

 

This new web mapping app shows you the last-known parish for all 1,795 emigrants whose origin is 

confirmed, about a third of the nearly 5,700 emigrants who left England (and a few other places) for New 

England between 1620 and 1640. The emigrant information is based on The Great Migration Directory by 

Robert Charles Anderson, FASG. He is the Director of The Great Migration Study Project at the New 

England Historic Genealogical Society and the author of many publications, including The Great Migration 

Directory, the source of the emigrant information. 

 

The web mapping app gives you a map view of parishes and a list view of emigrants. The app opens in map 

view, and includes a set of options and tools for the map and access to the list view. Access to the Great 

Migration Parish Web Mapping App is available to everyone free of charge. 

 

Check it out at: https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map. 

 

(Reprinted from Dick Eastman’s Eastman Online Genealogical Newsletter) 

 
 

BOOKS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 
 

Finding Family  
The following book review was written by Bobbi King: 

 

https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://amzn.to/2VtG26r
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Finding Family - My Search for Roots and the Secrets of My DNA - By Richard Hill. Published by Familius 

LLC. 2017. 290 pages. 

 

In 1964, Richard Hill, recently graduated from high school and preparing to go to college, stood in his 

doctor’s office exiting an examination when he heard the doctor’s casual question, “How do you feel about 

being adopted?” 

 

A better question might have been, how do you feel about hearing for the first time ever in your entire young 

life, that you are not the child of your parents? 

 

So heralded the beginning of Mr. Hill’s search for his biological mother and father using conventional 

genealogical methods, and later DNA, to eliminate and confirm the possibilities as candidates for his 

biological parentage emerged among old stories told decades later from characters out of the past Mr. Hill 

was digging up. 

 

Over the course of many years, intermittent with building his career and entering into marriage and raising a 

family, the search took him into towns and counties across Michigan where false leads, promising leads, and 

with a professional researcher providing guidance, Mr. Hill tenaciously worked through the highs and lows 

of the emotional roller coaster as he turned the pages of documents, listened to the theories of people he 

found from his parents’ past, then finally turning to DNA as the technology emerged from its early stages of 

public use to the finer points of revealing clues to the identifications of family members. 

 

Mr. Hill has the rare talent of telling his family research and story interestingly enough to keep the reader 

engaged. He covers many years of searching, but moves the story along nicely. 

 

Mr. Hill offers his story from the perspective of an adoptee. It’s a different way to tell the age-old story of 

wondering about your ancestors, and it’s interesting to read about his feelings about his biological roots, the 

parents who raised him, and the wonderings of why the events of his life happened. 

 

A very satisfying read. 

 

Finding Family – My Search for Roots and the Secrets of My DNA by Richard Hill is available from the 

publisher, Familius LLC, at https://www.familius.com/finding-family as well as from Amazon in paperback, 

audio books, and Kindle editions at: https://amzn.to/2VtG26r. 
 

 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

HILLSBOROUGH VISITORS CENTER – June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 from 11:00am-12:30pm - Experience 

American history through the unique perspective of one of North Carolina’s oldest and most historically 

significant towns, with a guided walking tour of downtown Hillsborough. Established in 1754 as the seat of 

government for Orange County, Hillsborough’s colonial legacy and signs of its importance in North Carolina 

and American history can be seen everywhere. 

 

The tour begins at the Hillsborough Visitors Center, located in the eighteenth century Alexander Dickson 

Farm House, and guides visitors to a variety of historic places from the site of a 1790s African American-

https://www.familius.com/finding-family
https://amzn.to/2VtG26r
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owned distillery to the 1840s Orange County Courthouse and the grave of one of North Carolina’s signers of 

the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 

GUILFORD COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - Monday, Jun. 3, 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. – High 

Point Library, Morgan Community Room – “Conquering a Common Surname: A Case Study”.  

 

 Do you have a Smith, a Jones, a Davis, a Thomas, a Johnson, or a Williams hiding up your family tree? 

When there are so many people with these names living in every location, how do you determine which are 

related and which aren't? How do you press the line back from its earliest appearance in one location to its 

previous home? Well, Larry Cates of the HRC has a few things to say about this. He has all of these ancestral 

surnames, including two Jones lines and two Williams lines. 
 

 

GRANVILLE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 1746, INC. - The program for the June 6, 2019 

meeting of the Granville County Genealogical Society will be presented by Mrs. Velvet Woodlief, GCGS 

member, who will give a presentation on the "Winstead & Braswell Families." Velvet is a native of Vance 

County, NC, but she is closely connected to these two families of Wilson, Edgecombe and Nash Counties. 

Her research reveals the answer to how and why her Winstead/May grandparents were the only part of this 

family who ended up in Vance County. 

 

Please join members of the Granville County Genealogical Society in attending this meeting, to be held at 

6:30 P.M. on June 6, 2019 in the conference room at the Richard H. Thornton Library in Oxford, N.C. All 

GCGS meetings are open to the public, and visitors and guests are always cordially invited to attend. Web 

site address: http://www.gcgs.org  
 

 

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA – FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2019 - 9:30 AM–12:30 PM - 800 East Broad Street, 

Richmond, VA 23219 - Phone: 804-692-3001 

 

INTERMEDIATE GENEALOGY WORKSHOP - Out of the Shadows: Little-Known Records for Virginia 
Genealogy - Cost: $25 ($20 for Semper Virginia Society members) 

 

Preregistration required: [http://littleknownrecs2019.eventbrite.com] 

Library of Virginia archivists Tom Crew and Jennifer Huff will discuss a variety of records that are often 

overlooked when doing family history research, such as Virginia penitentiary records, Prohibition Commission 

records, state mental hospital records, court order books, business records, and militia commission records. 

For more information, contact ashley.ramey@lva.virginia.gov or 804.692.3001. 

 

 

BENTONVILLE BATTLEFIELD STATE HISTORIC SITE - Women of War at Bentonville 

Battlefield - Saturday, June 8, 2019 - 10:00 a.m. - 5466 Harper House Rd., Four Oaks, NC 27524 

 

Women of War gives a different perspective on how North Carolina’s military history. Hear how women 

took part during times of conflict from the American Revolution through today's military. 

 

Juneteenth at Stagville - Saturday, June 8, 2019 - 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. - 5828 Old Oxford Highway, 

Durham, NC 27712 

https://www.highpointnc.gov/1124/Genealogy-Local-History
https://www.highpointnc.gov/1124/Genealogy-Local-History
http://www.gcgs.org/
http://littleknownrecs2019.eventbrite.com/
mailto:ashley.ramey@lva.virginia.gov
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Almost a thousand people were freed at Stagville at the end of the Civil War. What was emancipation really 

like for these families? How did freed people shape Durham and Raleigh? What freedoms did freed people 

continue to fight for? 

At Juneteenth, Stagville celebrates emancipation, and explores stories of the struggle for freedom in 1865. 

Join us in 2019 for storytelling, local history, historic cooking demonstrations, USCT reenactors, and more. 

Learn about the work and culture of Stagville families through generations of slavery, and into generations in 

freedom.  

This event is free for all. 

 

CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN MUSEUM STATE HISTORIC SITE - Saturday, June 15, 2019 - 

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. - On June 11th, Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown would have turned 136 years old! 

Help us celebrate and join us for a tour of Canary Cottage (Dr. Brown's home) and birthday cake! 

 

This event is FREE! Donations gratefully accepted. 

 

 

CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN MUSEUM STATE HISTORIC SITE - Thursday, June 20, 2019 - 

6:30 p.m. - 6136 Burlington Road, Sedalia, NC 27249 - This summer, join us for our "Race, Gender, and Jim 

Crow Lecture Series." These talks will focus on a variety of topics centering around race, gender, and Jim 

Crow. All lectures are in Kimball Hall and begin at 6:30pm. These events are FREE. 

 

On June 20th, Dr. Arwin Smallwood, Professor and Chair of the Department of History and Political Science 

at North Carolina A&T State University, will present on racial blending between African, Native Americans, 

and Europeans in colonial North Carolina. 

 

Dr. Smallwood's research primarily focuses on the relationships between African-Americans, Native-

Americans and Europeans in Eastern North Carolina during the Colonial and early Antebellum period. He 

also works on mapping African-American, Native-American, and Early American history to illustrate early 

historical interactions between the three groups and as a means of teaching history to all levels including K-

12. 

 

 

DUKE HOMESTEAD STATE HISTORIC SITE - Saturday, June 22, 2019 - 11:00 a.m. - 2828 Duke 

Homestead Rd., Durham, NC 27705 - Farm Animal Festival at Duke Homestead - Come by Duke 

Homestead and meet the farm creatures! Young homesteaders will learn about the importance of animals, 

birds, and pollinators on farms and the local region, both historically and today. Join us for a day of visiting 

with animals, interactive games, engaging crafts, imaginative face painting, and more! 

 

Tootie's Mobile Kitchen food truck will be selling food throughout the event. Sparkle Body Arts will be 

offering face painting for a fee. 

 

Admission -- $1 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ncatsuaggies/?eid=ARCuXXgOdD-gXg3vmrsQ-cdnjXJqW3XKb8WoUcU9Nd1ZKL2eMARglWVYISwo3ubr0D75nesSK9ISd0W1
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FORT DOBBS STATE HISTORIC SITE - Saturday, June 29, 2019 - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - 438 Fort 

Dobbs Road, Statesville, NC 28625 - Militia Muster 

 

All males ages 16-60 were required by law to serve in North Carolina’s militia during the French and Indian 

War.  These civilians would gather at appointed times during the year to practice military drill and could be 

used to quickly form an army for defense at times of invasion.  Historic interpreters representing the Rowan 

County militia will offer on-going displays of military camp life, as well as featured musket firing 

demonstrations.   

  

 

WAKE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - By popular request, WCGS is pleased to announce a 

2-hour workshop for everyone interested in learning about transcribing historical documents.  This is a skill 

useful for both producing material for our Wake Treasures journal as well as for our own family history 

research.   

  

The program will consist of a presentation with tips and examples followed by a live hands-

on transcription (with a buddy) session.  Coming to this workshop does not obligate you to participate in 

future sessions, but we are looking forward to possibly meeting on a regular basis to work together on 

transcriptions for our award winning journal, Wake Treasures.  Everyone is welcome! The workshop is 

FREE! 

  

All skill levels are welcome!  Please bring a laptop to the session if you have one (not required).  You are 

welcome to remain in the library following the workshop for additional help or to do research. Olivia Raney 

library is open until 2pm on Saturdays.  If you have questions, please contact Carla Stancil 

at CarlaStancil@gmail.com 

  

Date:  Saturday, June 29, 2019 

Time:  10am – 12 noon ET 

Where:  Olivia Raney Local History Library, Raleigh, NC 

 

 

CHAPEL HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY and the North Carolina Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill 

University Libraries Present: “Fire and Stone: The Making of the University of North Carolina Under 

Presidents Edward Kidder Graham and Harry Woodburn Chase”, Presentation by Howard E. Covington Jr. 

Sunday, June 30, 2019 from 3:00-5:00 PM in Meeting Room B, Chapel Hill Public Library, 100 Library 

Drive, Chapel Hill, NC. 

 

When Edward Kidder Graham became president of the University of North Carolina in 1913, he articulated 

an ambitious vision of excellence in teaching, research and service to the state that he would not live to see 

fulfilled. His death during the influenza pandemic of 1918 left others to implement and expand on those 

dreams. Graham's successor, Harry Woodburn Chase, did just that, transforming the University from a small 

state institution to a major research university on the national stage. Covington will speak about the 

intertwined fates and legacy of Graham and Chase as he explores them in "Fire and Stone: The Making of 

the University of North Carolina Under Presidents Edward Kidder Graham and Harry Woodburn Chase."  

 

Howard E. Covington Jr. is the author or co-author of more than fifteen works of North Carolina history and 

biography, including "The Good Government Man: Albert Coates and the Early Years of the Institute of 

mailto:CarlaStancil@gmail.com
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Government." His "Favored by Fortune: George W. Watts & the Hills of Durham," also published in 

partnership with the University Libraries, received the North Carolina Literary and Historical Association's 

Ragan Old North State Award for best non-fiction by a North Carolina writer in 2004.  
 

 

HUMOR 
 

There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by reading; the few who learn by observation; and the rest 

of them that have to pee on the electric fence and find out for themselves.  – Will Rogers 
 

 

PARTING THOUGHT 
 

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example. – Chinese fortune cookie wisdom 
 

 

 

If you have any items of interest that you would like to submit for future publication, please contact Richard 

Ellington at mailto:richard_ellington@unc.edu or 919.967.4168 
 
 

mailto:richard_ellington@unc.edu

