


Established in 2017, The Institute of Politics (IOP) at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill aims to engage and 
inspire students, particularly undergraduates, to pursue careers in 

politics and public service. 



Nonpartisan

Undergraduate-Focused

Career-Oriented



Our Co-Chairs

Tom Lambeth Richard Vinroot



Senior Advisory Board

Lou Bissette Bill KeyesMary Braxton-
Joseph

Nelson Schwab 
III

Julia Grumbles



Senior Advisory Board

Trey Grayson Joyce FitzpatrickRoger Perry Peter Feaver



Internal Advisory Board

Dan Gitterman Michael SmithSarah Treul-
Roberts

Ferrel GuilloryChris Clemens Candis Smith



Student Advisory Board

(From left to right) Anamay Viswanathan ’19, Ian Muriuki ‘18, 
Clare Macdonald ‘19, Tai Huynh ’20, Olivia Zitkus ‘20, Tanner 
Glenn ‘18

Lucy Russell ‘20 Kirk Kovach ‘18

Samantha Grimm ‘18

Levi McCracken ‘21 Mariah Harrelson ‘19

Kyle Werner ‘18



What did we accomplish together?

In 2017...



v Team of 10 students 

v 2 Workshops

v Over 80 attendees total 

v 3 Projects

v 1 completed

v NC Department of Public Instruction

v 2 current 

v NAACP of NC

v NC Justice Policy Center 

Tech Team









Interview Series
§ Allen Buansi, Chapel Hill Town Council
§ Pat McCrory, Former Governor
§ Duane Hall, NC State Rep.
§ Thomas Stith III, Former COS, Pat McCrory
§ Jeff Jackson, NC State Sen.
§ Josh Stein, NC Attorney General



Civics in the Triangle places 
motivated undergraduates in middle-
and elementary-school classrooms 
throughout the Triangle region, 
teaching civics and government 
classes to inspire students to immerse 
themselves in their local communities 
and grow into active participants in 
our democracy.

Our partners include Chapel Hill-
Carrboro City Schools, Carolina K-12, 
and First Vote NC.



The Fellows Program provides an invaluable chance for students to learn from 
some of the most notable political practitioners, academics, and journalists in an 
informal setting. Political practitioners immerse themselves in the Carolina 
community, drawing on the University’s intellectual resources while interacting 
with students and leading a not-for-credit study group.

The Institute hosted two Visiting Fellows in Fall 2017 and will host two Visiting 
Fellows in Spring 2018.

Deborah Ross Thomas Stith III



Fellows Program – Fall 2017 



Fellows Program – Spring 2018 

Dr. June Atkinson Justice Bob Orr



The Speaker Series provides a forum for leaders in 
politics, government, business, labor and the media 
to share their experiences and insights on today’s 
most pressing issues. Activities will range from 
larger, on-the-record events to more intimate, off-
the-record sessions.









The IOP Internship Program arranges 
paid summer internship opportunities 
for Carolina undergraduates 
interested in exploring a summer in 
politics and public service. The IOP is 
offering 20 internships for Summer 
2018 in North Carolina and 
Washington D.C. 

Interns are responsible for completing 
8-12 weeks of full-time, substantive 
work and will be fully funded by the 
IOP.



Washington D.C. internships:
• American Enterprise Institute
• Blue State Digital
• Office of Congressman David Price (D-

NC)
• Office of Congressman Mark Meadows 

(R-NC)
• Office of Congressman Mark Walker 

(R-NC)
• Heritage Foundation
• Precision Strategies
• Office of Senator Richard Burr (R-NC)
• Office of Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC)

North Carolina internships:
• Lillian’s List Action Fund
• Martin Center for Academic 

Renewal
• North Carolina Department of Public 

Instruction – Office of the 
Superintendent

• Campaign Connections
• Office of Governor Roy Cooper –

Policy Division
• The North Carolina Justice Center
• Urban3 + Strong Towns
• John Locke Foundation
• City of Raleigh - Sustainability 

Office
• North Carolina Department of Justice



The IOP’s Summer in Washington 
program was made possible through 
collaboration with our peer institutes 
at Harvard University and the 
University of Chicago. Through this 
collaboration, the IOP offered a wide 
range of opportunities to over 60 
Carolina students including career-
oriented roundtables with prominent 
political practitioners, excursions to 
polling firms and think tanks, social 
events to connect with peers from 
across the nation, and more.















What will we accomplish together?

In 2018 and 
beyond...



Tracking the IOP

2017

Students
launch the 
Institute of 

Politics (IOP) 
at UNC in 

January 2017 
and the Senior 

Advisory 
Board is formed 
to support their 

efforts

Tech Team is 
established as 
the IOP’s first 

student 
program, 
hosts a 

successful 
workshop in 
April 2017 
and secures 

first pro-bono 
contract from 

DPI

1966

The Institute 
of Politics 
(IOP) is 

founded at 
Harvard as 

a living 
memorial to 

President 
Kennedy

2013

The Institute 
of Politics 
(IOP) is 
formally 

established 
at UChicago

2015

The Institute 
of Politics 
and Public 

Service 
(IPPS) is 
formally 

established at 
Georgetown

The IOP 
runs its 

inaugural 
Summer in 

Washington 
(SIW) 

program

The IOP hosts 
2 Visiting 

Fellows and 
creates the 
Carolina 
Political 
Review, 

Civics in the 
Triangle, and 
the Speaker 

Series



Tracking the IOP

2020

The IOP hosts 
a total of 6

Fellows (4 of 
whom are 
resident), 

supports 100+ 
internships for 
Summer 2019, 

and adds 1 
student 

program (8 in 
total)

The IOP is 
established 

as an 
official 

institute on 
campus

The IOP 
hosts two 
Visiting 

Fellows in 
Spring 2018 
and places 
20 students 

in 
internships 
for Summer 

2018

2018

The IOP runs 
a successful 

SIW Program, 
hosts 3 
Visiting 

Fellows in 
Fall 2018, and 
adds 2 student 

programs 
(hosting 7 in 

total)

Inspire 
generations 
of North 

Carolinians to 
pursue 

careers in 
politics and 

public service

2019

The IOP hosts 
a total of 6

Fellows (all of 
whom are 

resident), hosts 
8 student 

programs, and 
supports 120+ 
internships for 
Summer 2020

2021+



How will we get there?


