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Stone Center Features Exploration of 

Traditional African and Diaspora Dance
CHAPEL HILL – The Sonja Haynes Stone Center for Black Culture and History located at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will host a weeklong workshop featuring artist-in-residence, Darmone Holland, a nationally renowned choreographer and dancer.  Holland is set to teach a Master Class of African Dance: “Beyond the Aesthetics; The Deeper Significance of Traditional African and Diaspora Dance Movement”, September 29th through October 3rd, nightly at 7:00 p.m. at Upendo Lounge in Chase Hall on the University campus.

The traditional dances of Africa and the Caribbean have long been admired for their aesthetic appeal.  However, beyond the aesthetics, the deeper significance of traditional African and Diaspora dances have been either disregarded or misinterpreted by foreign observers, or lost through the transatlantic slave trade.  African and Diaspora dance movements have been often been simply described as sensuous, primitive and exotic.

During this five-day course, Holland will address these and other misperceptions about African and Diaspora dance by using folklore, history, music, and movement interpretation.  She will explore concepts of dance through sacred ritual and celebration.  Holland has appeared on “America’s Talking” on the CNBC network and was also featured in “Heart and Soul Magazine” and “Essence” for her African Dance aerobics business.

This event requires a $5 registration fee, and highlights an integral part of the Stone Center’s mission to encourage and support the critical examination of African American and African Diaspora cultures through open discussion, dialogue and debate.  For more information about this and other Stone Center programs, call (919) 962-9001 or visit our website at www.unc.edu/depts/stonecenter.  

