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Cuts will reduce hours, staff 
and computer maintenance

Lydia Rusche
Staff writer

The University’s libraries will offer a dimin-
ished level of service next year as a result of bud-
get cuts, officials said.

To cope with state budget cuts that will 
range from 5 to 15 percent, UNC Libraries will 
reduce hours open, computer maintenance and 
librarian availability and leave vacant positions 
empty instead of laying off employees, said Sarah 
Michalak, University librarian and associate pro-
vost for University libraries. 

UNC Libraries faced a 4.4 percent budget cut 
for the current academic year and is preparing 
for a 6 percent budget cut starting July 1 this 
year, Michalak said. 

This will cost the department 11 vacant positions 
and $1.7 million.

Combined with a one-time cut of $1.2 million 
from this year, UNC Libraries could feel the effect 
of losing nearly $3 million.

The cuts will only affect the facilities classified 
as UNC Libraries, which include Davis Library, 
Wilson Library, the Undergraduate Library and 
the law library, but excludes certain departmental 
libraries such as the Park Library at the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication.

Michalak said the cuts will affect several levels 
of services like computer maintenance, adding 
that the department might reduce the number of 
computers available to students and not replace 
them for four to five years.

“For students, the computers will be getting 
older and might not work as well,” she said.

The budget cuts will also likely stop the newly 
extended hours of Davis Library, Michalak said. 
The library will be forced to close earlier than 
2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday, changing stu-
dents’ study routines.

“The good thing is you can move to the 
Undergraduate Library,” she said.

Junior Nina Brashears said she would be one 
of those students.

“If the hours the libraries were open 
changed, it could potentially affect me because 
I would have to rearrange my routine of my 
study,” she said.

But the Undergraduate Library hours will 
not be affected because they are funded by 
the Student Library Advisory Board, said Pam 
Sessoms, undergraduate librarian.

And while the libraries will be losing 11 vacant 
positions, departments will rework their internal 
operations to make sure the duties are equally 
distributed, Sessoms said.

“All of those vacancies are a lot of work here, 
so the library is just trying to reassign work so 
that no one area is hit especially hard,” she said.

Sessoms said management is working to 
minimize the impact of the cuts by moving 
more content online and providing smaller 

Library 
to cut 
budget, 
services

basketball policy o≠ers fewer tickets to students

THe fiNaL VOTe

by LauRen RatcLiffe
Staff writer

Students crossing their fingers 
for basketball tickets are vying for 
fewer seats than last year.

Citing chronically low student 
attendance, the athletic depart-
ment has reduced the number of 
student tickets by 34 percent from 
last year. 

Though rate of attendance has 
been low for decades, athletic 
department officials said they 
decided to reduce the amount of 
student tickets after particularly 
poor attendance last year. 

The office distributes an aver-
age of 2,798 tickets per game this 
year.

“What boggles our minds is that 
for the games that are in February, 
the number of individual students 
who signed up was 8,600 on aver-

age,” said Clint Gwaltney, associate 
athletic director.

“We then send out the tickets, 
and the people that decide to come 
to the game averages 60 percent.”

Gwaltney said there was a 37 
percent return on last year’s aver-
age allotment of 4,200 tickets per 
game, adding that poor attendance 
has become more noticeable with 
a general admission system rather 
than assigned seating.

The lost student tickets have 
been redirected to the general pub-
lic. Gwaltney said the decision was 
not financially motivated, and the 
athletic department has not earned 
as much money as it expected from 
those additional ticket sales.

“We made this decision last year 
before going into our budget and 
we budgeted for the potential to 
sell these tickets,” Gwaltney said. 

“We did not sell as many as we 
hoped. We were trying to maximize 
capacity and trying to fill it up.”

Carolina Athletic Association 
President Brandon Finch said in an 
e-mail that students have no one to 
blame but themselves.

“Students can blame the ticket 
policy, the weather, the long trek 
to the Smith Center or the team’s 
less-than-stellar performance at 
times, but at the end of the day, 
it’s clear that students aren’t using 
their tickets, and that’s disturbing,” 
he said.

Some students expressed frus-
tration, saying they felt too few 
“winner” e-mails were sent out.

“It seems to me that it’s been 
more difficult for people to get 
tickets than it even was two years 
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“I’m voting for 
Mary Cooper. I 
like her platform 
better. 

“I don’t know 
her personally 
but have friends 
who do, and I 
trust their judg-
ment.”

“ I ’m  d o i n g 
a write-in for 
Rick Ingram. 
I’m going to vote 
for him because 
of his featured-
text comments 
in the DTH. 

“He displayed 
a sense of con-
fidence that I 
identified with.”

“I’m voting for 
Ian Lee. I voted 
for him the first 
t ime around, 
but now I’m not 
so sure. None of 
the candidates 
were favorites 
of mine. Ian Lee 
has, I think, a lit-
tle bit of a deliv-
ery problem.”

“I voted for 
Ian  the  f i r s t 
time. I’ ll prob-
ably vote for him 
again. 

“It ’s mostly 
because of meal 
plans and park-
ing,  although 
those seem like 
they might not 
go through.”

2011 general election voting breakdown by time
Voting began at midnight Feb. 8. The injunction delaying the results occured at 4 p.m. and polls closed at 10 p.m.

SOURCE: ANDREW PHILLIPS DTH/RYAN KURTZMAN
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Students can vote in the runoff election for student body president by logging in to my.unc.edu before 10 p.m. results will be announced in carroll 111 at 10:30 p.m. 

StudentS SHare viewS on today’S eleCtionS

in runoff, Cooper and Lee face new challenge of alerting voters

by VictoRia cook
Staff writer

In an election season marred by con-
troversy, candidates had to face a volley of 
complaints, hearings and, for two candi-
dates, the prospect of disqualification.

But when the dust settled Feb. 17 and 
candidates Mary Cooper and Ian Lee 
moved into a runoff with 39 percent and 
25 percent of the vote, respectively, they 
faced an entirely new challenge: inform-
ing students that an already drawn-out 
election wasn’t over just yet.

Tonight that end will come at last.

dtH online:  watch a live video of 
election results. follow @dailytarheel 
on twitter for instant updates.

Both candidates said they talked to 
many students this week who didn’t know 
when the runoff election would take place. 
Voter turnout has traditionally dropped in 
runoff elections, with the 2009 election 
being the only exception since 2004.

“The biggest challenge of this runoff is 
getting students to know there’s a runoff,” 
Lee said. “Turnout for runoffs is always 

See tickets, page 6

See LibRaRy, page 6

See Runoff, page 6
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Saturday’s weather

Today’s weatherthis day in black
history

feb. 25, 1870 …
Hiram rhodes revels, raised in 
North carolina, is sworn in as 
Mississippi senator, becoming 
the first black person to serve 

in u.S. congress.

city | page 6

tuRninG the PaGe
93-year-old author 

Margaret wharton said 
her latest book, about 
her experience during 

world war ii, will be the 
last she writes.

SportsFriday| page 4

taR heeLs stunG
with a 64-57 loss to 

georgia tech, the 
women’s basketball 

team has dropped three 
straight games and 

fallen to fifth in the acc. 

Student ticket use at men’s basketball in 2009-10 and 2010-11
The graph shows the number of tickets issued through the lottery and the number used for home games in the 2009-10 and 2010-11 
seasons.  Above each bar is the percentage of students that used tickets they received. Note: In 2009-10 students received one ticket.

SOURCE: CLINT GWALTNEY
DTH/LYDIA HARRELL
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