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spotting	a	single	leaf	or	
two	of	cranefly	here	and	there	
–	or	sometimes	an	informal	
line	or	mat	of	up	to	a	dozen	
individual	leaves	–	is	easy.	the	
two-to-four-inch-long	ovate	or	
egg-shaped	leaves	are	charac-
teristically	burgundy	or	purplish	
in	color.	often	the	upper	leaf	
surface	may	be	green,	but	the	
lower	surface	is	distinctively	
purplish.	

the	puttyroot	leaf	is	larger,	
four	to	six	inches,	and	elliptic	

shaped.	distinguished	with	
white-streaked	veins,	the	leaf	
surface	looks	like	a	miniature	
accordion	barely	spread	open.	
the	underside	of	the	leaf	is	
sometimes	purplish.	

the	crushed	corms	of	put-
tyroot	produce	a	sticky	fluid	
that	was	sometimes	used	by	
pioneers	to	mend	cracked	pot-
tery	–	but	there	are	certainly	
not	enough	plants	for	such	use	
today!	some	folks	call	it	adam-
and-Eve	orchid,	because	the	tu-
berous	root	is	a	pair	of	swollen	
corms	suggesting	a	somewhat	
romantic	notion.

if	you	want	to	see	either	

A thOusAnd wORds
By	JoCk	LautErEr
do	you	have	an	important	old	photo	that	you	value?	Email	your	photo	
to	jock@email.unc.edu	and	include	the	story	behind	the	picture.	Because	
every	picture	tells	a	story.	and	its	worth?	a	thousand	words.

B
efore	yr	hmbl	svt	knew	better	than	to	nuke	everything	with	his	flash,	we	made	this	
photograph	of	the	1963	Chhs	sweetheart	Court	for	the	school	newspaper,	the	
Proconian.	posing	behind	a	red	plush	heart	borrowed	from	robins	department	
store,	the	sweethearts	are,	clockwise	from	front,	Jane	graham,	Carol	Cheek,	sue	
tyree	(maid	of	honor),	Linda	dixon	and	Beth	marley	(queen).	

purplish	winter	leaves	of	cranefly	orchids	are	common	along	local	
woodland	trails.																																													photo	By	kEn	moorE

Valentines at Chhs, 1963

of	these	terrestrial	orchids	in	
flower,	you	will	have	to	make	
note	of	their	locations	now	so	
you’ll	know	precisely	where	
to	look	when	you	return	in	
the	summer	to	catch	them.	
(images	of	cranefly	orchid	
flowers	from	past	Flora	stories	
can	be	viewed	on	The Citizen	
website.)

mark	several	separate	
plants	or	populations,	because	
these	terrestrial	orchids	may	
flower	several	years	in	suc-
cession	or	they	may	sit	out	a	
year	or	two.	Each	summer’s	
discovery	is	a	special	treat,	and	
every	summer	some	of	them	
are	flowering	somewhere.

i’ve	been	fortunate	to	spot	
lots	of	the	cranefly	orchids	in	
flower	during	July	and	august,	
but	i’ve	never	caught	putty-
root	in	flower.	Last	summer,	i	
went	to	my	marked	locations	
to	discover	i	was	a	month	late.	
now	i	know	to	go	searching	
earlier,	during	may	and	June.

Locally,	i’ve	seen	puttyroots	
scattered	in	the	alluvial	forest	
of	triangle	Land	Conservancy’s	
Johnston	mill	nature	preserve	
and	i’ve	spotted	them	on	some	
of	the	bluffs	above	the	Eno	
river.	if	you	explore	different	
trails	with	a	keen	eye,	you’ll	
eventually	discover	some.	

Email Ken Moore 
at flora@carrborocitizen.com.
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But in later questioning from 
the committee, Norris stated 
that he had learned from an 
investigator hired by the town 
that Stroud was going to his 
boss, Harv Howard, with com-
plaints about Clark, but that 
they went no further. 

“During the investigation, 
it was brought to my attention 
that Mr. Stroud had commu-
nicated with Mr. Howard and 
nothing was done,” Norris said. 
Howard has since been let go by 
the town.

Clark denied the claims of 
intimidating behavior. 

“They’d have you believe 
that I was out there acting like 
a maniac,” Clark said.

Of Johnson and Jones’ alle-
gations, he said that growing up 
in Chapel Hill he’d learned that 
as a black man it was important 
to be careful how you acted 
around a white woman.

“If I’d done all that, I 
wouldn’t be in this hearing,” he 
said. “I’d be in jail.”

Clark defended his efforts to 
organize town employees with 
UE Local 150, which has sup-
ported workers who have filed 
grievances, saying, “I don’t 
see the problem with people 
wanting to sit down and better 
themselves.”

He said waste-collection 
drivers try to save time on 
their routes and that as a result 
“there’s a high risk of someone 
getting hurt.”

Clark and Bigelow were 
seen by town management as 
the two primary organizers 
for the union, McSurely said. 
They were denied representa-
tion in their meetings with 
management regarding their 
suspensions, he said, and sub-
sequently weren’t allowed on 
town property.

“What was the rush to get 
them fired?” McSurely said. 
“The rush was that the union 
was building a movement at the 
same time and had a big meet-
ing scheduled for the same day 
they fired them.”

The Personnel Appeals 
Committee, comprised of Cha-
pel Hill residents, has until Feb. 
17 to make a recommendation 
regarding whether Bigelow 
should be rehired and until Feb. 
23 for Clark. Those nonbinding 
recommendations will be pre-
sented to Town Manager Roger 
Stancil, who will make the final 
decision on both men.

WATER WATCH OuR REsERVOiRs ARE 70.10% FuLL

PRECiP this mOnth: 1.66”					PAst 12 mOnths: 35.36”

CustOmER dEmAnd  mon:	6.996	million	gallons	/	monthly	avg:	6.90	million	gallons		

EstimAtEd suPPLy:  362	days	worth


