
 

 

 

   The MARC will celebrate spring with a 
wine and beer tasting, “Red, White, and 
Brew,” Saturday, May 14, 2016, at the 
Morehead-Fair House, 420 Boone Road, 
Eden, NC from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.  The event 
will also feature a thrilling raffle drawing for 
a luxurious Caribbean vacation package. 

   “Red, White and Brew” tickets are $25 for 
MARC members and $30 for the general 
public.  Guests who join the MARC at the 
event, will receive a $5 rebate. Tickets are 

available from the MARC, from Board members, or may be purchased on the 
MARC website, www.theMARConline.org.  Raffle 
tickets may not be purchased using Pay Pal. 

   Wine for this event is provided by WineStyles Tasting 
Station of Greensboro. Each attendee will also receive 
a complimentary MARC wine glass.   

   Net proceeds of this fundraising event and raffle will 
be used to support the ongoing work of the Museum 
& Archives of Rockingham County, including operating 
expenses, fascinating exhibits, and quality educational 
programs for both adults and children.  The museum’s 
operations are primarily funded by private donations, 
and the success of this event is vital to the continuing 
growth of this county-wide cultural institution. 
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1st Quarter 
Visitor Count 

573 

Antigua Vacation Raffle 

The holder of the winning 
raffle ticket will win a trip 
to the luxurious St. 
James’s Club in Antigua. 
The trip features two 
rooms for 7 nights, or it 
can be used as two 
separate vacations! 

See page 7 of this 
newsletter for exciting 
details about this valuable 
prize package! 

M A R C  p r e s e n t s  
“ ”   

&  C a r i b b e a n  V a c a t i o n  R a f f l e   
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   By now you’ve all seen the MARC’s quality exhibits—the visually stunning 

Madame Hancock display, the inspiring Civil Rights Gallery, and much 

more. I’m excited to announce we have two new exhibitions in progress. 

The first brings together the stories of Rockingham County veterans who 

served during the Korean War. The second looks at agriculture in Rockingham County during 

the early 1900s. While these are two very different topics, both exhibits had a similar 

beginning: a specialized collection of artifacts and a fundraising initiative.  

   Marie Southern initiated the MARC’s Korean War exhibit a 

few years ago when she loaned us objects related to the life 

and service of her late husband, James “Jay” Percy Southern. 

She also contributed funds to remodel an available gallery, 

which was completed in 2015. Her desire to honor her husband 

and other Korean War veterans inspired the overarching plan 

for the exhibition: to look at the conflict through the eyes of 

the American servicemen and women who experienced it. Jay 

and Marie assembled an album of the photographs Jay took in 

Korea documenting locations of important battles, such as Pork 

Chop Hill, Korea. As part of our research, we are currently 

looking for additional veterans of this period to include in the 

exhibit through oral interviews, letters home, and photographs.  

   Similarly, the museum’s agriculture exhibit began with a donation of large agricultural 

artifacts from collector John Burton. With the County’s assistance and generous private 

donations, the MARC was able to remodel two large galleries to accommodate this exhibit. 

With a few tweaks to the facilities here and there, we will be ready to move the historic 

equipment in soon! 

 
 

www.themarconline.org 

F r o m  o u r  D i r e c t o r ,  
J o r d a n  R o s s i  

   Monthly giving is an efficient way to support the MARC. MARC Sustainers, 
friends who pledge monthly donations, provide a reliable stream of income.  This 
helps us to budget and plan expenditures to advance the work of the museum. 

   Donors like monthly giving because it is convenient to use automatic monthly 
debit or credit payments, and it feels good knowing you are making a difference 
for the good of Rockingham County. 

Jay Southern at Pork Chop Hill, Korea 
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   The success of any organization is dependent upon the dedication, generosity, and strength of its 
Board of Directors.  The MARC is served by a group of leaders from across the Triad who volunteer to 
guide this organization to successfully accomplish its goals to collect, preserve and share the rich and 
diverse history of Rockingham County, NC. 

   The talents each member brings to the organization 
are used in the many facets of our work, including 
planning, exhibit design, archival management, 
finance, facility maintenance, governance, writing, 
research, organizing, and public relations.  In addition 
to giving of their time and talents, the financial 
support Board members provide is vital to the 
operation of the museum and its programs.  

   According to MARC by-laws, the term of a director 
is three years and is renewable for another full term.  
Directors are elected at the March Board meeting 
each year.  At the March 24 meeting, three members 
left the Board upon the completion of their terms:  Lindley Butler, Molly Morgan, and Mary Truslow.  
We are so greatly indebted to these special people, and while they will not be serving on the Board 
of Directors, we look forward to their continued participation on MARC committees and at events. 

   Three individuals were elected at the March meeting to begin their terms on the Board of 
Directors:  Emily Parker, Jeff Parris, and W.L. Pryor. We appreciate their interest and the valuable 
experience and new energy they bring to MARC. 

V o l u n t e e r s  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n !  

Class of 2017 

Jeff Bullins, Mayodan 

John Burton, Eden 

Bob Carter, Wentworth 

Fletcher Dalton, Madison 

Charles Rodenbough, Greensboro 

Richard Teague, Gibsonville 

Dennis Walters, Wentworth 

 

Class of 2018 

Joyce Anderson, Reidsville 

Ann Brady, Reidsville 

Kay Hammock, Wentworth 

Marguerite Holt, Reidsville 

Dan Mosca, Browns Summit 

Dennis Paschal, Wentworth 

Iris Powell, Wentworth 

 

Class of 2019 

Tilda Balsley, Reidsville 
Walt Brown, Burlington 
Robbin Dodson, Stoneville 
William Horsley, Reidsville 
Elaine McCollum,  Reidsville 
Emily Parker, Martinsville 
Jeff Parris, Eden 
W.L. Pryor, Ruffin 
Brenda Ward, Wentworth 

MARC Board of Directors 2016-2017 

www.themarconline.org 

Directors guide MARC’s progress  

Photo credit:  J. Bullins 
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T h e  B a l - M a r  T h e a t e r  i n  D r a p e r  

www.themarconline.org 

  
 F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e  

   Have you driven or walked along Mill Avenue in Eden 

(formerly Draper)?  At Number 1504, you passed by the 

Bal-Mar Theater, also known as the “Y” Theater because 

the building was located next door to the town YMCA. 

   When the Bal-Mar was operating, the building was 

described as “entirely modern in its accommodations 

{and} equipped with the newest lighting and screening 

facilities.”  There were two showings daily, plenty of 

Westerns on Saturday, and showings at midnight.  

   An Eden resident, Rhonda Hooker, asked her father, 

Ronnie Edwin Hooker, to reminisce about the “Y” theater. 

He remembered that his father, newly home from serving 

in World War II, would take him there. 

   One frequent screen star at the time was Lash LaRue, 

the good guy who entrapped malefactors with a strong 

flick of his leather whip.  Other screen favorites were 

Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers.  Mr. Hooker also 

remembered seeing the film, The Ten Commandments, at 

the “Y” Theater. 

   Patrons could not smoke in the theater, but they could 

go outside during intermission to indulge.  The operators 

of the theater did not show many war movies, possibly because memories of the war were too fresh. 

   Mr. Hooker recalls there being only one screen and well-worn leather seats. A small concession stand 

with the obligatory popcorn, sweets, and soda pop made the experience complete. 

By Fletcher Dalton 

Photo credit:  Richardson, Kent and Herman Searcy.  Welcome 

to Leaksville, North Carolina.  Accessed April 5, 2016.  http://

www.leaksville.com/ 

This is the first in an occasional series devoted to historical public buildings in Rockingham County.  Readers 
are invited to submit inquiries, suggestions, and/or photographs for future articles. 

“Like” and “Share” Museum and Archives of 

Rockingham County. Great things are 

happening here. See and share the good news! 
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www.themarconline.org 

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  G a l l e r i e s  

   In the summer of 
1967, when the 
Rockingham County 
Historical Society 
purchased the 
Wright Tavern in 
Wentworth, missing 
from the front yard 
was the original 
tavern lantern that 
had probably stood 
there since 1816. 

   MARC is the successor organization to 
the Historical Society and owns and 
maintains the Tavern as  part of the 
Museum complex.  MARC wants its 
lantern back!  Have you any clues?   As 
2016 is the 200th anniversary of Wright 
Tavern, this would be the perfect time 
to restore the lantern to its rightful 
home.  
                                   Charlie Rodenbough 

Can you help? 

A set of flags relative to our county’s history was recently installed in the 
museum’s rotunda. (Photo left: Flags are partially visible behind a group of 
Draper Elementary students.) We are searching for a 48 star flag (3 foot by 5 
foot) to make our collection complete. Please contact MARC if you can help 
us locate this flag. 

M A R C  r e c e i v e s  
C o n d e r  c o l l e c t i o n  

   The MARC has been entrusted with an extra-

ordinary collection from the estate of Jane Coleman 

Conder. Volunteers held a special work session April 

1 to make a preliminary inventory of the gift. 

   The influence of our past Historical Society 

president, the late Lillian Coleman, will continue into 

future generations because of this gift bequeathed by 

her daughter.  Jane was also a long-time member and 

donor to MARC. We mourned Jane’s passing in 

October of 2015. 

   According to Executive Director Jordan Rossi, the 

collection includes well-documented genealogy 

resources collected by both Lillian and Jane. 

   Additional family records will remain restricted for 

a period of years to protect the privacy of living 

relatives.  When these do become available, Rossi 

says, “The collection will be valuable to those 

researching the life of women who are working and 

raising children in current times.  Jane’s personal 

diaries, coupled with detailed records and 

correspondences related to her life, divorce, and 

medical conditions, provide a more complete picture 

of her experiences than most similar collections.” 

   The MARC is greatly indebted to Jane Conder for 

her valued support and her confidence in placing 

these treasured documents in our archives. 

Photo credit:  M. Barrett 



   There seemed little hope that an Eden landmark known as “The Little Red School 

House” would survive much longer. The old frame building continued to deteriorate 

and it appeared that it was only a matter of time before the over one hundred year 

old structure would be demolished. Then a miracle occurred in far away France that 

may save the building.  

   In early 2015, a Frenchman named Sylvain Couzinet-Jacques was awarded grants from two 

foundations, one in France and the other in New York, to form a co-operative art project somewhere in 

the United States. By way of the Internet, Couzinet-Jacques discovered Eden, NC, and after a visit to the 

area he decided to purchase the vacant “Little Red School House” as an art studio. The proposed project 

will result in the publication of a book of contemporary 

photographs made in both the United States and France. The full 

project will also include video images. The exhibit will include 

work by other artists, in addition to Couzinet-Jaques, and will be 

shown in Eden, New York and France. 

   Hopefully, after the art project is complete, a plan can be 

developed to save the “Little Red School House.” Located at 300 

Morgan Road, the school has an interesting history. The original 

one room frame structure dates back to 1887 when J. Turner 

Morehead, owner of the Leaksville Cotton Mill, and other 

Morehead heirs deeded one acre of land for a public school in what later became Spray (now part of 

Eden). At some point in time the building was painted red, then the cheapest paint available. 

   In 1897, George DeShazo became the principal of the school, serving a tenure of 17 years. One of the 

pupils at the school was a future North Carolina Governor, Luther H. Hodges. Once, when young Luther 

got rambunctious, Mr. DeShazo “boxed his ears.”  Many years later the principal enjoyed telling how he 

had punished Luther. Mr. Claudia Thompson O’Brien, who attended the school in the early 1900’s, 

remembered that B. Frank Mebane held a picnic at his home for the school’s 

students and gave each of the children a shiny new quarter. 

   In 1898, two additional rooms were added, and in 1900 the fourth room was 

added to the structure. Later, two nearby cottages were used for the school’s 

primary grades. In 1915, a large brick structure, Spray Graded School, was built 

to replace the old school. From 1915-1930 the old school was used as Dillon’s 

Store, and later it was used as a residence.   

www.themarconline.org 
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Sources: 
 

The Leaksville News, 4-4-1957 
 

Eden’s Own Journal, October, 2015 
 

Rockingham County Deed Book 
102, page 22 
 

A Tale of Three Cities, Eden’s 
Heritage, A Pictorial Survey, 1986, 
by Claudia Roberts Brown, page 
149   

 Mr. History:  Bob Carter, County Historian  

Eden’s “Little Red School House” may be saved 



 

V a c a t i o n  r a f f l e  p r o v i d e s  f l e x i b l e  o p t i o n s  

   The location of the MARC complex at the center of Rockingham County makes it an excellent choice 

for individuals or groups planning to hold public events.  The MARC is accepting inquiries from 

members concerning the feasibility and availability of using Wright Tavern and the Historic 

Courthouse for such gatherings. 

  Public events will be scheduled to coordinate with museum functions.  Fees will be negotiated based 

on the event size and special needs that might be required of the museum staff.  Contact the MARC 

office at 336.634.4949 to request more information about using facilities in the museum complex. 

M A R C  o f f e r s  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l o c a l  e v e n t s  
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M A R C  B u s i n e s s  

   MARC’s raffle fundraiser provides members and friends a simple way to support the continued 
operation of the museum, while it also provides an opportunity for the raffle winner to enjoy a special 
reward in return for this support. 

   Will this raffle winner be you on May 14? Don’t wait to purchase your ticket for a chance to win a trip 
to the luxurious St. James’ Club in Antigua!  This trip features two rooms for 7 nights, and can actually 
be used for two separate vacations! 

   The MARC will provide the daily 
cost of the all-inclusive resort for one 
couple for one trip along with a 
$750.00 travel voucher for the air 
fare.  The total package is a 
$5,300.00 value.  Tickets are $50 
each and may be purchased at the 
MARC, ordered by calling the 
museum at 336.634.4949, or 
contacting any MARC Board 
member. 

About St. James’ Club: Tucked away 
on a secluded 100-acre peninsula on 
the southeastern coast of 
Antigua, St. James’s Club & Villas is an ideal location for a relaxing and luxurious vacation. This well-
known 4-star resort has a longstanding reputation for exceptional service for singles, couples, and 
families alike. Attractions such as English Harbour, Nelson’s Dockyard and Shirley Heights are all just a 
quick 15-minute drive away. Then, there are beautiful beaches and many activities provided by the 
resort for your pleasure, such as snorkeling, wind surfing, sailing and kayaking.  The resort also 
provides a state of the art fitness facility. 



 

 

 

 
C o m i n g  u p  a t  t h e  M A R C  
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R C C  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  l e a d  M a y  1 9  p r o g r a m  

   The May event at MARC will be a lecture, “The Great 

Exodus:  Exodusters and the First Great Migration,” 

presented by Mark Sattler, assistant professor of 

history at Rockingham Community College.  The 

discussion will focus on black pioneers who left the 

South and moved West after Reconstruction. 

   “With the failure of Reconstruction to bring equal 

rights and protections to African Americans in the 

South, and the renewed violence which came after the 

withdrawal of federal troops from the South, thousands of blacks began an amazing journey to 

the Great Plains, to America’s Promised Land,” said Sattler.  “On a quest for opportunity and 

freedom, these black pioneers took a harrowing journey from the Deep South to Kansas, drawn 

to the legendary land of John Brown and the gateway to the West.” 

   The program will begin at 7:00 pm, and the cost is $5 for nonmembers.  Members of MARC and 

students may attend free of charge.  Refreshments will be provided. 

   The MARC is working in cooperation with Conrad Alberty’s family to honor his memory as a 

survivor of the Bataan Death March and as a servant in his community, Mayodan.  Presenters for 

this special program will be Amy Walton, Brett Walton, and Lindsay Barham Morris (Alberty’s 

daughter, grandson, and great-niece). We are early in the planning stages, so watch our website 

and Facebook for the event date, time and format.  

   Alberty was a “colorful character” who made a deliberate choice to 

dwell on the positives he encountered in life, as opposed to allowing 

the horrific events he saw and experienced as a World War II prisoner 

of war to rob him of the remainder of his life.  He operated a store-

front ministry in town for years, in addition to serving on the Town 

Council. He passed away January 3, 2016 at the age of 91 years. 

P r o g r a m  t o  h o n o r  C o n r a d  A l b e r t y  

Photo credit: Muench, August Blog. https://www.flickr.com/photos/
augustmuench/15240464431/ 
The original artist is Jacob Lawrence and the title is  One Way Ticket. 

Photo credit—http://www.veterans-of-
america.org/Alberty/default2.htm 
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R e c e n t  E v e n t s  

Photo credit:  J. Anderson 

The Holy Infant Catholic 

Church Hispanic Choir (left) 

includes musicians of all ages 

who joyfully entertained the 

audience at the Celebration of 

American Music on March 6. 

Thanks to all of the talented 

performers representing 

Rockingham County, we raised 

more than $5,000 for MARC 

operations. 
Photo credit:  J. Bullins 

Photo credit:  M. Barrett 

Photo credit:  J. Bullins 

Middle left:  Draper Elementary School 3rd 
and 4th graders toured MARC on April 4.  
Above:  Former Commissioner Harold Bass 
challenged his audience to be involved in the 
community at the Black History Month 
program February 18.     Left:  MARC 
celebrated Member Appreciation Day 
February 6.  Participants appreciated the time 
to gather with others interested in the 
museum and history.  We hope to build on 
the success of this event in future years. 
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Adult                $  5.00 

Seniors & Students              $  3.50 

Children               $  2.50 

Children under 4    FREE 

Family Pass    $15.00 

MEMBERS                  FREE 

ON YOUR MARC STAFF 

MARC Admission 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday       1pm-6pm 

Saturday       10am-4pm 

MARC Hours of Operation 

 

1086 NC Highway 65 

PO Box 84 

Wentworth, NC 27375 

(336) 634-4949 

MARCconnection@gmail.com 

www.themarconline.org 

 Members who receive newsletters by email save the 

MARC valuable printing and postage costs!  You can keep 

your email address current by emailing changes to 

MARCconnection@gmail.com 

The MARC is a non-profit 501©(3) organization.  

 Financial information about this organization and a copy 

of its license are available from the State Solicitation Li-

censing Branch at (191) 807-2214.  This license is not an 

endorsement by the State. 

MARC Your Calendar 

Saturday, May 14 -Red White & Brew 
Wine and craft beer tasting/Fundraiser & 
Raffle at the Morehead Fair House in Eden 

Thursday, May 19—Dinner and History 

Mark Sattler presents “The Great Exodus:  
Exodusters and the First Great Migration” 

Date to be announced - Honoring the late 
Conrad Alberty      Family members will share 
memories of this Bataan Death March 
survivor and community servant.  

Thursday, June 23—Board of Directors Meet 

Saturday, August 13—Soirée, “La Dolce Vita” 
At Deep Spring Country Club, Stoneville 

Saturday, September 24—Oktoberfest 

On the MARC Green 

Saturday, October 22– 2nd Annual Fiddlers 
Convention 


