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START OF TAPE 1, SIDE A 

BOB GILGOR: This is February the 8th in the year 2001 and this is Bob Gilgor 

interviewing Delaine Norwood at her home at 818 Shannon Drive. 

Good morning, Delaine. 

DELAINE NORWOOD: Good morning. 

BG: How are you today? 

DN: Fine. 

BG: That's a nice smile you have on your face. 

DN: Thank you. 

BG: Let's begin the interview with just a broad question, and that is, tell me what 

it was like growing up in Chapel Hill. I assume you grew up in Chapel Hill. 

DN: I did. It was—at the time I though it was really hard—but now that I look 

back, I really enjoyed it and I appreciated it. And I can appreciate neighbors. We didn't 

have locks on our doors. We didn't have keys to our house. We didn't have to worry 

about people walking in your house, or coming in when you weren't at home. It was like 
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Bill's saying, "it takes a whole community to raise a child." And that's what it was like. 

We didn't have telephones until very late, but our parents always knew what was going 

on, what we had done. If we had done something bad in the community, or something 

good, word just got around, and it got back to them. 

BG: What were your parents like? 

DN: Well my mom was the disciplinarian. My dad worked. My mom had a job, 

but there were six children. After I was born, I was the last of the first four. And twelve 

years later I had a brother and a sister that came along. So my mom did not work during 

that time, or after that, after they were born. And my dad was—my mom was like E. F. 

Hutton: she was a little short lady, but when she spoke, everybody heard her and 

everybody moved. If she said move, you moved. And my dad was just there to reinforce 

things. 

BG: So your mom ran the household? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: What did your dad do for a living? 

DN: My dad worked at American Tobacco Company. As a laborer. 

BG: What kind of labor did he do there? 

DN: I really don't know. He talked about working with those big bins. All I know 

is he would bring cigarettes home. He would do stuff like—my dad was, if he heard you 

talk, he could impersonate you. And he had a memory that was just amazing. He could 

remember things, and words that people said, and quote it word for word, and do it so 

funny. He could tell jokes. When I was a little girl we didn't have television. And my dad 

would come home and he would just tell us funny things. He was our television. We 
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would just sit there and say, "Tell us what you told us yesterday about bla, bla, bla," you 

know. 

BG: Did he share his work with the family? Did he talk about it much? 

DN: He did. And that's what I'm thinking. He said something about the barrels. 

And then he worked on the line where you would line the cigarettes up and they would 

come out on a long—one cigarette would be yea long. And he brought one home once. 

But he worked on where you would fix them so they would be cut into actual cigarette 

length. 

BG: Did you ever get to see him work? 

DN: No. I've been to his job, but we weren't allowed to go in the back where he 

worked. 

BG: And did your mom do any day work at home when she was raising the 

family? 

DN: When my mom worked, she worked for a family at Victory Village keeping 

children. And she had done some work right across from Breadmen's, where those 

apartments are, it used to be a laundry there. She used to take shirts home and iron them 

for the lady there. And be paid—I don't know what. 

BG: Did you work when you were growing up? 

DN: Yes. When I was in high school, I worked in the high school cafeteria. And 

we used to serve the trays. And they would give us our lunch. We could eat after all of 

the other children had eaten. And I did some babysitting. 

BG: Where did you play as a child? Did you play in a playground, out in the 

street? 
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DN: Probably in the street. And then when I got to junior high school, and going 

to Lincoln High School, the meeting place was the community center. 

BG: Which is now Hargraves? 

DN: Which is now Hargraves. And I can remember having my sixteenth birthday 

party at Hargraves Center. And that was just the thrill of my life. 

BG: Did you feel that Hargraves was anything special? 

DN: Not at that particular time, but now I do. 

BG: Looking back on it, what was special about it? 

DN: It was just, like I said, where we would always meet. We didn't have dances 

at the school, but they had them at Hargraves. And we could go there and play games, 

play ball, basketball, play softball. They had the Ping-Pong tables and shuffleboard. We 

had our Girl Scout meetings there. It was just the central meeting place. 

BG: Did you feel safe there? 

DN: Yes, very. 

BG: And happy there? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: And there were a lot of things to do, sounds like. 

DN: There were. 

BG: Was there good supervision? 

DN: There was one lady, Miss Lucille Caldwell. And she was in charge of the 

Center. She was kind of like E. F. Hutton, too. When she spoke—if you didn't do what 

she said to do, if you didn't stop playing, or bring the ball in, or whatever she said to do, 
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you knew that you couldn't come back there. And everybody else was going there, so 

you wanted to be there too, so you did what she said. 

BG: Everybody listened to Lucille--. 

DN: Caldwell. Ed Caldwell's aunt? 

BG: His "ant?" "aunt?" 

DN: His "ant," as you would say. 

BG: [laughs]. Either one will do. Tomato-tomato, potato-potato, we all know 

what it is. 

What kind of a house did you live in? 

DN: A house that was too small for two girls and two boys and a mom and a dad. 

It was only a two-bedroom house. We moved quite a bit. But we never got in a three-

bedroom house until my senior year in high school. And the houses were always rental 

houses, run down, and not very good houses. Now I wouldn't think about living in one of 

them, nor in that neighborhood. 

BG: You didn't have central heat I take it? 

DN: No. We had wood stoves. 

BG: And you didn't have air conditioning? 

DN: No. We had window fans. 

BG: Did you have plaster on the wall, or ( ) on the wall, or was there 

insulation? 

DN: No. 

BG: Was the house painted? 

DN: It was a white house. But it wasn't a newly painted house. 
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BG: Who rented to you, the early homes, do you know? 

DN: When we lived on Brooks Street, we rented from Miss Mary Lassiter. She's 

not living there. It's [Magnola?] Lassiter's wife? She owned the house that we lived in. 

BG: Was she part of the black community? 

DN: Right. She lives right there on Church Street. The house had a bathtub in it, 

but the water didn't run in. And it wasn't heated water. So when we bathed we had to 

heat our water and bathe in the tub. 

BG: How would you heat the water? 

DN: On the cook stove. 

BG: Did you have running water in the kitchen? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: Did you have indoor plumbing? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: You had a toilet in the house? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: Didn't have to go out to the back porch? 

DN: No. And when we left that house, we moved to [Gomain?] Avenue where the 

housing project is now. We had an outdoor bathroom then. And the water was outside 

and my daddy had it fixed so that it would come inside. That was cold water. No hot 

water. You used to have to sit up late at night and get behind the stove and get in the tub 

and get your bath. Or get in the kitchen and get your bath in the kitchen after dinner. 

BG: Is that what you meant when you said at that time you thought it was hard? 

DN: It was hard. 
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BG: Growing up, the house, the overcrowding. Any other things that made you 

feel that it was hard? 

DN: No. Because we always felt loved, and protected, and safe. We didn't have a 

lot. And we were poor. But we didn't know that we were poor. Because the people next 

door were in the same shape. They had to go across the street to use the bathroom, and 

they shared their bathroom with three other houses. But we had our own outside 

bathroom. 

BG: What would happen if you got into a disagreement playing out on the street, 

if you and another child would get into a disagreement or somebody would misbehave in 

the street? 

DN: Like I said, before my brother and sister came along, my mom would be 

working but I always had an older brother and an older sister. And my brother that you 

know, Clyde, was fifteen months older than I am. So, sometimes, if I got in a fight, then 

he would help me. But we really didn't do a lot of fighting and stuff. But if some of the 

parents were at home, and they said something, then we had to do what they said. If they 

said, "Stop it, you go home," we went home. It was like, the whole community, like I 

said, was raising that one particular child. 

And then when my mom came home, she knew about what had happened, and 

then she would deal with us. 

BG: How would she discipline you? 

DN: With a switch. 

BG: A couple of whacks with a switch? 
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DN: No. She'd get a little switch, and whoo, she would wear us out with that . 

switch. 

And my dad, I can remember my dad only whipping me one time. He got a switch 

so long and so big, I went, "Oh my god he's going to kill me." And he hit me one time. 

But he just hurt my feelings. Because how will my dad hit his baby? And he hit me and it 

hurt my feelings more than it hurt me. 

BG: Would you call your mom's discipline physical abuse today? 

DN: Not really. Not really. I was just thinking about my mom. I'd just like to see 

her today. What she would say about the children—child abuse. But she had a way with 

children. My child and my sister's two girls, they have memories of my mom. She would 

wore a lot of house dresses, and ( ) shoes—she had those ( ) green slippers with the 

leather bottoms—and she always had them on. She would just take it off and give them a 

little whack and that was all she had to do. And she had control. She demanded respect 

and she got it. You did what she said to do whether you wanted to or not. 

BG: Did you have aunts or uncles or grandparents living near you when you grew 

up? 

DN: My aunt lived one street up. She lived on Magday Street and lived on Brooks 

Street. And my grandparents lived down in Chatham County. That's where my mom and 

dad are from. 

BG: Did you get to see them much? 

DN: We used to go down there like every weekend. 

BG: How much education did your parents have? 
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DN: My mom went to seventh grade; my dad went to fifth grade. And—this is the 

kind of man my dad was—because in school every summer we had to write what I did 

during my summer vacation. And they would always want to know, "where does your 

mom work, where does your dad work, how far did your mom go in school, how far did 

your dad go in school?" You'd say, "Daddy, how far did you go in school?" He'd say, "I 

went to school two days. I went to school the first day to see who my teacher was going 

to be, and I went the second day in my sister's place because she wanted perfect 

attendance." [both laugh]. 

But he went to the fifth grade. 

BG: He sounds like a real character. 

DN: He was. I mean, he could just—. You never knew what he was going to say, 

but it was always funny. And he always seemed to feel good. He talked loud, and he 

knew everybody. And I have a brother that's just like him. 

BG: Did your parents or your relatives talk to you about school or getting an 

education? 

DN: Yes, my mom did. And our teachers did a lot of that. The one thing that I can 

remember is, when we were in elementary school, we never—and even high school—we 

never had new books. We always got the old books from Chapel Hill High that had 

always been written in. We could never recognize the child's name that had had the book 

before. We never got new books. 

But my mom used to tell us, "You need to learn this, you need to do that, you 

need to get your lessons." 
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And the teachers used to talk about, "Well one day there's going to be integration. 

And those teachers aren't going to spend the time with you like I'm spending with you. 

We want to make sure you're prepared. You need to get your lessons. You need to know 

your time tables. You need to learn certain things." And that was true, because when my 

sister and brother were in school. If they got it, good. If they didn't, Toodleloo. 

BG: It was sink or swim, hunh? 

DN: Yes. Either you get it or you don't, but we're going on. 

BG: Did you have an encyclopedia at home? 

DN: No. 

BG: Or a dictionary? 

DN: I want to think we had a dictionary. But no encyclopedia. 

BG: Were there books in the house to read? 

DN: Yes. But not books that necessarily interested me or books that I could read. 

Because I have two brothers and a sister older than I am. And they had books. But not 

like my grandchildren have books, and my child had when he was here. 

BG: What role did church play in the family's life? 

DN: We used to go to church. But not like I do now. Now, I don't miss a Sunday 

going to church. I enjoy church. And I look forward to it. And I work in the church. But 

back then, I guess I didn't go because being a female, I didn't have the clothes that I 

wanted to wear, and I didn't want to be different that everybody else. And it was just 

easier for me not to go. But I would go every now and then. 

BG: Did your mom go, or your dad go? 
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DN: No. They grew up in the church, but they kind of got away from it. My dad 

didn't have a car and like I say they were from Chatham County and they wanted to go to 

their home church. And I guess if they had put forth enough effort they could have gone 

to church. Because my aunt was in Chapel Hill and they could have gone with her. But, I 

don't know, they didn't. 

BG: Your church wasn't the Holland AME? 

DN: No. ( ) Chapel CME. It's the sister church to St. Joseph. 

BG: Were your parents active in the PTA when you were in school? 

DN: No. I have a brother and a sister younger than I am and I used to go to the 

PTA meetings for them or for their teachers' conferences. I would be the one to go. 

BG: Did the teachers visit your home? 

DN: Yes. They lived in the community. And they would walk right past our house 

going. And most of them lived on Church Street in that big house. I don't know if you 

know the Wilsons, Doris Wilson? It's like, Magday Street is here, and this big house—it 

doesn't look that big now but at that particular time it was a big house—and they lived 

there. And a lot of teachers lived up on Lindsay Street. 

BG: So they boarded? They came from out of town? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: What was school like? What was Northside—when you went there it was 

Northside—that's right, in '49, it became Northside. You went to Northside. What was it 

like? 

DN: It was nice. Like I say in the first grade, we went a half a day, in the 

morning. And then after Christmas we went a half a day in the evening. 
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BG: Was that because it was crowded? 

DN: It was crowded. It was three first grades—I guess it was actually six first 

grades. I can remember when I was in second grade, in 1952. We used to have operettas. 

And that was so much fun! And I was Pattie Sue, in one of the operettas, and she was one 

of the stars in the play. And my principal, who is dead, who was James Peace? He's dead 

now. But I saw him at a wedding, and he said, "Hey, Pattie Sue!" So I was Pattie Sue to 

him from second grade up until he died. 

BG: Did you feel at the time, or looking back on it how, did you feel that 

performance was important in school? Not just classroom work, but other things like 

singing, or acting, or sports? 

DN: Well I could never sing, so I wouldn't know anything about that. And I 

enjoyed the play, the operettas. And they had—I can remember being at Northside, and 

we went outside to play ball, and somebody let the bat go and hit a fellow in the mouth 

and knocked out four of his teeth and his face swollen up and—it was just terrible. And 

after that we couldn't have bats on the playground at school. We used to roll the ball and 

kick it and play like that. It was like a basketball type—one of those balls. 

And I can remember May Days. 

BG: Tell me about May Day. 

DN: Oh, May Days were great. I mean, they were great! Each class would do a 

dance. You had a May Day queen. And wrapping the May Pole. They had a big pole, and 

it had different colors, the ribbon was different colors. And you would wear a dress the 

color of your ribbon. And you would go in and out. And you wrapped the May Pole and 

they played music. And that would be, like, the climax of May Day, that was the end. 
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But each class would do a dance. You'd dress up like the Pilgrims of the Indians 

or the [Kenyan!?] or whatever. You would wear that costume to correspond with the 

dance you were doing and had the music to go along with it. And they had popcorn and 

sodas and candy apples. It was kind of like—I don't know what you could compare it 

with—but it was nice. And everybody had a good time. I mean, May Day. Oh, we just 

lived for May Day. 

BG: So there were games, and costumes, a queen, around the May Pole. 

DN: Food. 

BG: And food. You can't leave the food out. 

What are some of the other things you can remember? Did you have assembly 

regularly? 

DN: We did. They used to have talent shows. I remember the senior class always 

had the superlatives and we used to have plays. We had basketball games, and that was a 

big time. I can't remember how much they charged to get in the games, but we had great 

participation. People used to come out because we were always good in sports. Always. 

BG: What about in the classroom? Did you get homework? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: Did you feel that the teachers were pushing you to learn? 

DN: Not necessarily pushing us. They encouraged us. But we weren't pushed, we 

wanted to learn. If we had homework, we did our homework. We studied. I can 

remember Homecoming, because we always had a good football team. 

BG: And that's at Lincoln? 
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DN: That's at Lincoln. Oh, you were at Northside? We had May Day at 

Northside, too, and at Lincoln. 

BG: But the May Day that you were describing was at Lincoln? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: Well let's go on and talk about Lincoln. You had told me about the books, 

that the books were all old. Were they torn up? 

DN: No, but they had writing in them. Children would write on the different 

pages. They weren't torn, but they were not new books. 

BG: Could you take the books home? 

DN: Yes. 

BG: What happens if you lose a book? 

DN: You had to pay for it at the end of the year. 

BG: Or, if you didn't pay for it? 

DN: You didn't get your report card. 

BG: So you had to take care of the books. What if you wrote in the books? 

DN: We were fined. 

BG: Fined for writing in the books? 

DN: Yes, the damage in the books. We had to pay. And we had to pay a book fee, 

we had to pay a typing fee. We had to pay a physical ed—we had some little blue jump 

suit type things with an elastic in the leg—and we had to pay for those. I don't know 

what the children do in gym now. We had to pay for our lunch. I remember when the 

gym was built. We couldn't walk across the gym floor with regular shoes on. We had to 

walk around the edges of the gym. And in the gym, they didn't—they had a stage, but 
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they didn't have a curtain that goes around the back so you could have plays and stuff. 

And each child had to pay so much money to buy that curtain of Lincoln gym. 

BG: Separate but unequal? 

DN: Yes, very. 

BG: You started talking about sports. I understand that you were a drum majorette 

or a baton—. 

DN: I started out as a baton twirler in seventh grade. And then as I moved up in 

the grade—I have some pictures, do you have pictures? Ok, I'll show them to you. But I 

was never the drum majorette, I was a majorette. We started out, we wore—we went 

down to the school during the summer and practiced. And we learned how to twirl the 

baton and do different things. We would go to contests, and to baton-twirling clinics, and 

learn the new twirls. We had to buy our own batons. Our band director had a station 

wagon and he would carry us to Winston-Salem, to different places, to learn, to these 

clinics. We had a lot of fun during that. We wore black shorts and a white sweater, and 

majorette boots. These were the baton twirlers. And then the majorettes had majorette 

suits from the school that corresponded with the band uniforms. But it was the majorettes 

and baton twirlers and then the band. 

BG: When would you perform? 

DN: ( ) would take us to North Carolina Central's Homecoming, Shaw's 

Homecoming. Different schools would invite us. We would do the Christmas Parade. 

Back then, at Homecoming, we would have Homecoming floats, and—[tape stops]. 

END OF TAPE 1, SIDE A 
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[Flip tape immediately; 200 left on the counter] 

START OF TAPE 1, SIDE B 

DN: We used to march in the big "Beat Duke" parade. And different schools 

would invite us to their games, and we would go. And Mr. ( ) always would rent a bus 

and we would have to pay money to go. And sometimes that presented a problem, 

because we always didn't have money to do. But when we would go on these trips, the 

school would always give us a bag lunch or something. Sometimes we would go with the 

football team. 

I was thinking about—I didn't know you were going to ask me questions, I 

thought I was going to have to just talk and tell you things, and I was saying, "Well 

maybe I could tell him about bla, bla, bla," but I was trying to think what I could tell you 

about. We used to have, like, a hundred members in the marching band. We would 

practice during band practice at school, and during football season you could come down 

and you could see us outside—we had our coats on—we'd be outside marching up and 

down the field, practicing. 

And then he would take us on to Merritt Mill Road, and we would go down, and a 

car would come and we would have to move over to the side of the road. But we went all 

up and down Merritt Mill Road. Not to the end of Merritt Mill Road, but from the school 

down to Greensboro Street, practicing with the band. 

At that time, in the sixties, you could watch a football game and they used to 

make the different things—you know—the formations. We used to do that. Our band, we 

used to march, and march really fast. Like a gremlin, have you ever seen gremlin? We 
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did that, and the trombones would be moving up and down, and everybody just really got 

into it. And our band was a good band. That was a marching band, but the concert band 

was equally as good. 

BG: Did you compete? Did bands have competitions? 

DN: Yes. The concert bands, yes. Not the marching bands. 

BG: How did the concert bands do? 

DN: They did great. They did great. 

BG :Were the majorettes high stepping or doing anything fancy different from 

Chapel Hill High School or other high schools? 

DN: Mr. Egerton was our band director. And he was a stickler for uniformity. 

You had the white boots, the white socks, your uniform, your necktie, the white shirt. 

And we watched Chapel Hill High. They'd have on their tennis shoes or-you know-they 

wouldn't be in uniform. Some of them would be but you'd always see one or two, three 

or four. Mr. Egerton wouldn't have that. If you didn't have your uniform, you couldn't 

cut it. 

BG: You weren't playing. 

DN: That's right. Not for him. 

BG: How much time did you spend practicing with the band? How much time did 

the band spend practicing? 

DN: That was a regular class, I guess it was thirty of forty minutes. And then if he 

wanted practice in the afternoon, you would stay. It wouldn't be late. But you would stay 

late. And we went down on Saturdays sometimes, and practiced, and that's because we 

wanted to be ready, and he wanted us to look good. Because he would say he's not taking 
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you if you're not ready. You know, you're not going. He just instilled that pride in us. 

And then after a while we knew that we had to do it and do it correctly or we couldn't 

represent Lincoln. 

BG: When you would go with the football teams to away games--. 

DN: They would let us go on the field first, and we would turn it out. And then 

they would—your guests would go first. And we would turn it out. The majorettes always 

did—we would do a formation. And then the majorettes always did a little dance step, the 

latest dance, whatever. We did that. And the crowd just loved us. We marched fast, and 

when you walk fast people think you know where you're going, but if you stop and then 

you're looking around they all say, "She don't know where she's going." 

BG: So you would march and play before the game? 

DN: During the game they had some songs they would play. If the team scored a 

touchdown they would play some song, I can't remember what it was. During the half-

time show was when we would go on the field. 

BG: And you would march in formation and play. 

DN: Right. 

BG: Did you have a school song, a fight song? 

DN: I don't remember. No. The band would play some song. 

BG: But it wasn't a school song, it wasn't a fight song? 

DN: No. 

BG: How did the football team come out to the field? I've heard some stories 

about that. 
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DN: They would just run out from that room in the back where they would go 

during half-time. 

BG: Someone said that they would make a lap around the field and then come to 

the center of the field and have the song that they'd sing and moved their hands. No? 

DN: I don't remember that. I don't remember that. I know at one of the games, I 

remember they had this round thing, and somebody ran through it, and then the rest of the 

team came through that, but I don't remember them—. And they may have run a lap 

around the field, but I don't remember the song. 

I was talking to my brother, and I said, "When we won the championship, I heard 

that Doug Clark bought the jackets for the football team." And he said, "I don't know. 

You might need to ask somebody else about that." And I did, I asked one of the teachers 

and she said, "I think I've heard that Doug Clark did buy the jackets for the football 

team." And I said, "You know, I always thought the school did." The school didn't do 

nothing. 

BG: The school didn't have much money. 

DN: For Lincoln High School it didn't. 

BG: What was an average day like? Before we get into that, I wanted to ask you 

one other question. What did it mean to you to be part of the band, to be a baton-twirler, 

to be a majorette? 

DN: I felt like one of the chosen few. I just smiled all the way to band practice. I 

say band practice, but I'm not musically inclined. So it wasn't band practice. But the 

band would be playing and we would, the majorettes would gather. Shirley Davis was a 

great dancer. She would teach us dance steps and we would do different things, and 
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modified, and figure out a twirl to do with this particular song and stuff like that. We 

didn't have an instructor or a teacher working with the females. 

And it's so strange because we would go on those band trips. And we would go 

with the bus driver and our band director who was a male, but there was never a female 

chaperone for the females. But we never got into any trouble, and we never had any 

incidents that had to come back to the school and get straightened out and everything. 

But I have gone with the eighth and ninth grade class at Phillips Junior High 

School on trips to Florida. They used to sell a fruit and go. And the lady that was the 

social studies teacher was my seventh grade teacher. And I used to work at the hospital 

and I used to sell so much fruit—she taught my son when he was in the eighth and ninth 

grade—I used to sell so much fruit to the people at the hospital, she asked me to go as a 

chaperone. So every year that was my vacation. I would go with the children to Florida. 

But she would take a policeman—she had three buses still—she would take a police 

officer—just for their authority—a parent, or a couple of parents, male and female, for 

the children. We'd have to make room checks and stuff like that. But back then, we 

didn't have anybody. We used to go on basketball trips, and we'd go on the activity bus. 

The girls sat in the front and the guys sat in the back. But the coach was a female, and the 

men's coach was in the back with the guys. But we didn't have any incidents, so- . 

BG: ( ). 

DN: Right. Right. We got it at home. 

BG: Did you get it at school, too? 

DN: Yes we did. 
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BG: Can you tell me what an average day was like at school? What time did you 

get there? 

DN: When I first started at Lincoln, we used to walk to Lincoln. 

BG: Did you walk on Franklin Street? [phone rings; tape stops]. 

DN: And then when I got in the, maybe the ninth grade, we could walk up to 

Graham Street, South Graham Street, do you know what I'm talking about? And all the 

children would stand out on the corner, and we would wait for the bus there. And the 

buses would come in from Northside and pick us up. But in the afternoons we would 

walk home. 

BG: What time would you get to school? 

DN: School started at eight-thirty, and we'd get there at eight-twenty-five, eight-

thirty. 

BG: So there was not a gathering place beforehand, like a little soda shop or 

something like that? 

DN: At the school, where the Midway building is now, that was a grill. It was 

Nick's grill. 

BG: So the kids would go over to Nick's grill and-. 

DN: You could get sodas and cakes and hot dogs. It was a grill. And we would 

just go in there and stay ten or fifteen minutes. And, you know, some days you had 

money and some days you didn't. 

BG: Did you dance in there? Was there a jukebox or anything like that? 

DN: No. When I was growing up we used to go to—[phone ring; tape stops]. 
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BG: You would go to Nick's grill for ten or fifteen minutes after school. And then 

over to the Hargraves Center or Community Center? 

DN: Right. And then when I was in high school, Ben Baldwin had a place. When 

I was small, it used to be next to where Peacemakers' shop is. That was the Hollywood 

Theater—that was the black theater. And next to it was Ben Baldwin's place. And then 

Ben's place moved down to where Lee's Chinese is. And they had dancing in there. 

People would go in and play the juke box. They used to have those snow cones. They 

were so good. Just snow cones, but it seemed like it was just top of the line. 

BG: So you'd do dancing and have a little snack at Ben Baldwin's. That was 

where? 

DN: Where Peacemakers' shop is. The Hollywood Theater was right next to it. 

And then on the end, I guess it's where the Blue Hand is now, was Ben's. It was about— 

about as big as this kitchen [laughs]. But people would go in and they would dance or 

listen to music and get a snack. And then he moved down to where Lee's Chinese is. And 

then he probably just went out of business. 

When he was up by where the Blue Hand is, in the front was the little snack shop. 

His wife was a beautician, and she did hair in the back. 

BG: A lot of business going on. Was that a hangout place for long, or was that 

like a stopover also? 

DN: It was a stopover. People would just go uptown at night, and go to Ben's. Sit 

in there and listen to music or talk. 

BG: You couldn't go to the community center at night? 
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DN: The community center closed at nine. We wouldn't go to the community 

center, unless it was like a birthday party or a special event. But at nine o'clock I think it 

was closed. 

BG: Now, you get to school at eight-twenty-five and you go in at eight-thirty. 

What if you were late? 

DN: You had to go to the office. And if you had a note from home, you had to go 

to the office and get that approved by the principal. And the one thing I can remember 

about Lincoln High School, you wore, regardless of how cold it got [phone rings; tape 

stops]. And at Lincoln High School, you were dresses or skirts, no pants, at Lincoln High 

School. And no chewing gum, or you got demerits. They had a demerit system. Twenty 

demerits, you were automatically suspended from school. Yes. 

On those cold days. A dress? [laughs]. 

BG: What about stockings? Did you wear stockings? 

DN: Oh, yes. You could wear stockings. But who could afford stockings? 

BG: Did the principal meet you at the door when you came to school? 

DN: No. He was in his office. The teachers stood outside in the hall at the door 

when the bell rang and they greeted you when you came in. But not the principal. 

BG: Did he roam the hallways? What do you remember about this ( )? 

DN: That he was very, very strict. Very strict. 

BG: Did you like that? 

DN: No. I tried to avoid him, because I don't always do thing by the rules, by the 

book. I used to like to go to school to have a good time. And he didn't want that. 
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I left the school grounds once, and he wanted me to set up the chairs in the 

gymnasium. ( ). So I went into the cafeteria and called my mom, and she said, "No, 

you send her home. She's gonna set up chairs, I've got things at home she can do." So I 

went home. I wouldn't do that. 

BG: So you didn't follow his punishment? 

DN: No. 

BG: How did he handle you after that? 

DN: Oh, the same. He was all right. It wasn't like a grudge thing or anything like 

that. Because I just, I wasn't going to do it. And my mom said, "Come home." So I went 

home. For the rest of the day. I wasn't going to learn anything anyway setting up chairs. 

BG: What were the teachers like? 

DN: The teachers were very nice. And we had a really good time in the actual 

classroom. I can remember going to school and the teachers would give me clothes. I can 

remember going to school and not having lunch money and the teachers would give me 

lunch money. And it was a teacher that said, "Why don't you go to the cafeteria? I'm 

going to talk to the lady in the cafeteria. You can serve the trays and that way you can get 

your lunch free." And it wasn't hard. I just was cut off from my classmates and my 

friends at lunchtime. But I had free lunch. 

BG: Did your teachers encourage you to go on and get more schooling? 

DN: Yes. And I can remember the dental school would come down to the school 

and they would go from classroom to classroom. All the children would line up and 

they'd look in your mouth. And if you had cavities or you needed teeth worked on, they 

would take your name and you could go to the dental school and I guess they were just 
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looking for State Board and stuff and they needed people to work on. They would work 

on your mouth, work on your teeth. 

BG: So they wouldn't work on you there, just examine you? 

DN: Because everybody didn't need to go. Just the ones that needed to go. 

BG: You mentioned that the teachers would give you clothes. Did they have a pile 

of clothes there, or a container of clothes? Or they would just see that you needed some 

clothes and they would bring something in for you? How did that work? 

DN: One teacher, I would go by her house—she was another teacher that 

roomed—and I would wash out some sweaters for her, or hang up some clothes, make up 

her bed. Do little chores, no heavy labor or anything. And she had sweaters she didn't 

wear anymore. She would give them to me. We had a student teacher once, that came and 

did her student teaching. After talking to her and spending time with her and stuff, she 

gave me some outfits—not a bag full or anything, but just a couple of pieces of clothing 

that she had had that she no longer wore and she would give to me. 

BG: What a giving thing. And it wasn't done with anyone around? 

DN: Right. Nobody knew it. 

BG: But you didn't feel so bad, because you had given some work in exchange 

for some clothing? 

DN: Well, for one of the teachers, yes, but not for the other teacher, not the 

student teacher. 

BG: Did other students have the same kind of experience, do you know? 

DN: If they did, they didn't share it. 
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BG: What are some of the other things that you remember about Lincoln? What 

was it like in the hallway between classes? Was it pandemonium or was it orderly? 

DN: Orderly. When the bell would ring, the teachers would go to the door, open 

the door, and stand in the classroom, and watch the children going up and down the halls. 

And greet the other children as they came in. 

BG: Were you into any other activities, Delaine? Did you do any acting in high 

school? 

DN: No, I can't remember any plays or any acting at the high school. I just 

remember that operetta in the second grade. Then at the end of the year we did the 

superlatives and we put on a little skit and a dance and stuff like that, but not a play. 

BG: Did you have a regular assembly at Lincoln High School? A weekly 

assembly or—? 

DN: Yes. I think it was on Friday mornings. The bell would ring and we would go 

into the gym. And all of the classes sat together and the teachers sat together at the end of 

the row. And I can remember—my cousin was a senior and he had gone to UNC and had 

taken the entrance exam, he and another girl. And they talked about what that was like 

and being prepared for that. And they wouldn't actually tell us what the testing was. They 

made a joke out of it and said it was about something like "run, spot, run." But we knew 

that wasn't true, [phone rings; tape stops]. 

BG: Can you tell me what the prom was like? 

DN: Big time. I can remember when I was in the sixth grade, they would get 

somebody from the sixth grade, they would get so many girls from the sixth grade to go 
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to Lincoln serving at the spring ball for the seventh, eighth and ninth grade. And the prom 

was given by the eleventh graders for the twelfth graders. 

And the theme was Hawaiian, and we wore the Hawaiian skirts, and put those leis 

around everybody that went in. This TV celebrity, J. D. Lewis, was the emcee of the 

prom. And I can remember the junior prom. 

BG: Was the junior prom ( ) differently from the senior prom? 

DN: It was given for the seniors but by the junior class. So my junior year, we 

gave it to the seniors. We did the decorating and all of that. We couldn't invite outsiders 

to the prom. It had to be school members. So that way, if you dated somebody at another 

school or somebody who was not in school, then for the prom you had to come by 

yourself or one of your classmates would bring you. So that was a big time. 

I can remember going to the prom. I have my prom picture. Most of the girls wore 

long dresses. But I wore a short dress my senior prom. My junior prom I wore a long 

dress and of course it was a borrowed dress because it was a long gown. My momma 

couldn't afford that. 

BG: What did the men wear? 

DN: All of them, I think, wore tuxedoes. 

BG: Did parents attend? 

DN: No. 

BG: Chaperones? 

DN: Teachers. 

BG: Did you have a band or play records? 

DN: I think it was records. 
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BG: How long did the prom go on? 

DN: Maybe from eight to twelve, and it was always in the gym. And the gym was 

just decorated so pretty. 

BG: Were there parties afterwards? 

DN: Yes. At somebody's house most of the time. 

BG: Alcohol? 

DN: No. 

BG: Smoking? 

DN: Yes. Cigarettes. We didn't have pot then. 

BG: Did you ever see smoking on the school grounds? 

DN: You couldn't. 

BG: Did you ever see alcohol there? 

DN: No. I remember we had this home economics class. And we had a student 

teacher there, and the teacher asked everybody to introduce themselves to the teacher, 

and he said, "My name is ( ) and I got an F in this class." And later on we found out 

that he said that he had had some alcohol left over from some party or something and he 

would take a drink every morning and during that time he had had a drink of alcohol. But 

that was the only-. 

BG: So the prom seemed to be a big event. The juniors put it on for the seniors. 

What about the tenth graders? They seem to have been left out. 

DN: Maybe they served at the prom. Maybe. 

BG: The decorations, the eleventh graders put them up for the twelfth graders? 

DN: Yes. It was beautiful. 
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BG: What about graduation? What was graduation like? 

DN: It was like a three-day event. We had Class Night. That was when they did 

the superlatives, and all the funny stuff. And then we had Commencement. And then we 

had Baccalaureate services. 

BG: What was the difference between Commencement and Baccalaureate? 

DN: Maybe it was two days instead of three days. Maybe so. Baccalaureate was 

always on Sunday night at five o'clock. 

BG: Where did you hold the graduation? 

DN: At Lincoln. 

BG: In the auditorium, which was the gymnasium? 

DN: Right. 

BG: How did you protect the floor? You had to put chairs down, didn't you? 

DN: Well we could walk on the floor for that. But otherwise we could not. That, 

and the prom. 

BG: So that was sort of special? 

DN: The floor? Mmm-hm. 

BG: What can you tell me about your teachers? What was your relationship-
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DN: The teachers were more like parents away from home. They really did care 

about us. They made sure we did the right thing. But they were really like your parents. 

BG: Can you remember any specific things that happened that make you feel that 

way about them? 

DN: Other than the teachers giving me the clothes? I can remember my senior 

year we would have senior day and we would visit A & T . This teacher had a coat and I 

would always tell her how pretty her coat was. She let me wear her coat for senior day in 

Greensboro. And I'm sure there were other things that happened. I just can't think of 

them right now. Probably think of them before we finish this. 

I can remember my sister went to the debutante ball. One of the teacher had a 

sister who had a gown, and she let her wear her sister's gown to the debutante ball. 

BG: Did the teachers encourage you to go on, to get further education? Were 

there signs up around? Was there a bulletin board where you had the achievements of 

other students hanging up? 

DN: Like former students? No. But that trip to Greensboro was to let you see 

what campus life was like and to encourage you to further your education. 

BG: And how many of your class went on that trip? 

DN: The majority of the class went. We went on a bus. We met at the center on a 

Saturday morning about seven-thirty, eight o'clock. And went to Greensboro. Stayed all 

day, came back in the afternoon. 

BG: And that was arranged by-. 

DN: The senior class advisers. 

BG: Did you go to A & T? 
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DN: I didn't go to college. I took my training at the School of Pharmacy. In the 

basement, it was a twenty-week course, ten weeks of classroom work and ten weeks of 

on-the-job training. And I worked as an operating room technician. 

BG: How long did you do that? 

DN: For twenty-one years. And then I worked ( ) for ten years, made it thirty-

one years. And I left in '97.1 retired. 

BG: You say that in a sort of funny way, that you left in '97. Did you leave 

feeling good or-? 

DN: Oh, I left feeling good. When I worked in the operating room, we worked 

hard, we worked long hours. We had to take call. And sometimes at the end of your shift, 

you couldn't go home because you were on call. You had to stay there and finish that 

case or wait until another case had finished before you could go home. Then you might 

get home and have to turn right around and come back to do another case. It all depended 

on what was going on, how busy they were. 

BG: Long hours, right? 

DN: So after twenty years of that, I was ready for a change. And then ( ), what 

they called a busy day was a light day in the operating room. And you couldn't appreciate 

it until you had worked in the operating room and saw just what busy was like. But back 

then, working on the operating room was like a big family. You knew who had gone to 

church on Sunday, you knew what their children were doing, that type of thing. 

And now, when you go down to the operating room, I don't know anybody down 

there hardly. I know some of the attendants. 
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BG: Are there any other things about the school that I haven't asked you, that 

you'd like to share? Any memories that you have that I haven't asked you about? 

DN: Not that I can think of. The glory days. 

BG: Is that what you called them? 

DN: That's what you told me earlier [laughs]. 

BG: Oh, I thought maybe that's something that other people were calling it. Were 

they glory days? 

DN: Now that I look back on them, yes, they were. But it wasn't glory when I had 

to go set up chairs in the gym and be punished. But now I can appreciate those things. 

But if I had to do it over, or if my child had to set up chairs in the gym, I'd tell him to 

come home too. 

BG: I want to go back to your growing up and ask you some things that aren't so 

nice about communities, like alcoholism. Did you see much alcohol abuse ( )? 

DN: Not then, no. Not like it is now. 

My daddy used to bootleg liquor. People would see him and they would think he 

was drunk because he talked loud and he was always happy and laughing. And if he 

could help somebody he would help you. But not like now. And then he eventually 

started drinking. After he retired, he would be uptown. He would ride the bus home and 

he'd be drunk. He drank a lot. 

And I have a brother that's an alcoholic. He went to Charlotte and he got some 

help and he's fine now. He has two children and a grandchild. He's doing great now. I 

can see a difference in him because when he was drinking he couldn't talk ( ). And he 

loved sweets. That's something about alcoholics—they all love sweets. 
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BG: Did your dad run a bootleg camp? 

DN: Our house. 

BG: Your house was a bootleg camp? 

DN: He sold liquor. 

BG: Did the police ever raid it? 

DN: Once. But it was early in the morning before we got up. So I don't remember 

them being there. But I heard my mom say that they had come there. And then after we 

got bigger, he stopped that. He used to cut hair on the front porch. We'd wake up on 

Saturday mornings and people would be coming to get their hair cut. And Saturday 

morning, Sunday morning, both mornings, people would be coming in and he'd charge 

twenty-five cents to cut your hair. 

BG: That's not even a tip these days. The liquor that he sold, was it bonded or 

was it--. 

DN: White liquor. Yes. Like I said after we started to get bigger he stopped doing 

that. But when I was maybe up to ten years old, he did it. 

BG: Did you see other people abuse alcohol in the community? Well you already 

said that you see it more now than you did-. 

DN: Well you knew that people drank. And you don't see this now either-in the 

neighborhood people would fight. And you could hear the voices and hear the argument 

going on, "Don't do that, I'm going to call the cops." You know. But now you don't see 

that. 

BG: So you think there's less arguing now, or is it that people keep the doors 

closed? 
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DN: Right. They either do that or they write notes [laughs]. 

BG: Can't write fast enough [laughs]. 

Did you have friends who had single mothers, or single-parent families is I guess 

the way I should say it, where the father or mother weren't married? 

DN: I know some people that weren't married, but they lived together. But they 

didn't have children my age. We didn't know about that then. 

BG: Looking back on your childhood, did you feel that it was a happy childhood? 

DN: We didn't have everything, but we knew that our momma and our daddy 

loved us. We knew that. 

BG: Well maybe that's a good place to end, on a nice positive note like that. But 

I'd like to ask one more question, and that is, I've asked you a whole bunch of questions. 

Are there any other things that you'd like to say that I haven't asked you? I was almost 

going to say would you like to ask me a question [both laugh]. 

DN: Not that I can think of right now. But maybe when you come back, I'm going 

to try to get those pictures for you, and that book. 

BG: That'll be great. Which book is that? 

DN: My Senior Memories book. So you can see-I saved one of my invitations. I 

have to find it. 

BG: ( ). 

DN: They passed out sheets of paper with the demerit system on it, and how many 

demerits you would get for, say, cursing—twenty demerits, chewing chewing gum-

twenty demerits, leaving school-maybe ten demerits. When you got a total of twenty 

demerits, you were suspended automatically. Gone. 
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BG: Did they hang up the demerit totals for people? 

DN: No. They kept that in the office. 

BG: I see. But you knew that if you did something wrong you were going to get a 

certain number of demerits? 

DN: Right. If you were chewing chewing gum, twenty demerits. 

BG: And you were out of school? 

DN: Yes. And I can't remember how many days it was, but you were gone. You 

were gone. For cursing, for cutting class. And that way you didn't have to beat the child, 

you didn't have to threaten him. I mean, that was a threat, but only if you did it, only if 

you chewed chewing gum in school. 

BG: You didn't see many kids chew or get thrown out? 

DN: No. 

BG: So you didn't curse. 

DN: No. Not at school. 

BG: Chew gum? 

DN: Not at school. 

BG: You didn't cut class? 

DN: No way. 

BG: How many of the students who entered high school with you, like in seventh 

grade, say, and stayed in the community, how many of those graduated? 

DN: Like I say, we had three seventh-grade classes. And it was about thirty to 

thirty-five students in each class. When we graduated it was about fifty—forty-nine 

students I think. 
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BG: So you lost maybe forty to fifty percent of the students along the way. Did 

they drop out, or did they leave the area? 

DN: Some did leave. But not a majority of them left the area. And a lot of them 

finished-we started having our class meetings about three years ago. And we tried to sit 

down and think of every student that was in our class and try to find an address for them 

to try and tell them about this. And some of the students, I found out-because I was 

wondering why they didn't come to the meeting—and I found out that a lot of them were 

seniors but they didn't graduate. And we didn't-I didn't know that. And I've talked to 

some of the other people in the class and they didn't realize they didn't graduate with us. 

But they had to come back or go to another school and take English or whatever class it 

was that they didn't pass, so they could graduate. 

And then a lot of them just dropped out. They knew they weren't going to 

graduate so they didn't come back. And a lot of the girls got pregnant. And back then, it 

was pregnancy, whereas today it's drugs. The children get on drugs and they don't 

graduate or they drop out because of the drugs. But back then it was pregnancy. 

BG: Of the students in your class who graduated, how many of them would you 

say went on to college? 

DN: And finished, or just went on to college? 

BG: Just went on to college. 

DN: I would say maybe twenty. 

BG: Twenty out of fifty, twenty out of forty-nine, in the class of 1962 ? 

DN: Right. I would say it was about twenty. 
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BG: And how many like you went on and got some other kind of education after 

high school? 

DN: Maybe ten. 

BG: So over half your class, you would guess, went on and got more education? 

DN: Yes. And we had some people that were cooks, some firemen. And I'm sure 

that they had to have some kind of training, but not school training. I know a couple of 

people worked at the fraternity housing. One girl is the companion for an elderly lady. 

One girl retired from being a custodian at Guy B. Phillips School-I think she had thirty 

hears of service. And one girl, she worked at the hospital in one of the labs. But quite a 

few went to college. 

BG: Coming from the mostly poor neighborhoods. ( ). 

DN: Right. Northside. [Carr's Court?] Development, where the quilting was done. 

BG: A lot of parents didn't have a whole lot of education? 

DN: Now I was in the class with Mr. McDougle's daughter. But she's the 

exception to the rule. 

BG: Does she live here? 

DN: She lives ( ) New York, New York. And her son lives in ( ). 

BG: Were you in James Atwater's class? 

DN: Which one? 

BG: The one who works for the government. 

DN: In Charlotte? 

BG: He's in Washington, now. 

DN: Oh, no no no no. I ain't that old. 
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BG: Well I didn't know how old you were. I didn't mean to insult you 

ask you how much you weigh [both laugh]. 

DN: I'll put you out. 

BG: I think I am out. Thank you again, I really appreciate it. 

END OF TAPE 2, SIDE A. 

END OF INTERVIEW. 


