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The Genealogical Society of Rowan County was organized on February 24, 1987. The purpose of
the Society is to promote genealogical research in Rowan County and the preservation of our
heritage. Membership is open to all persons interested in genealogical research and who subscribe
to the objectives of the Society. There are four classes of membership, as follows:

1. Individual - - - - - $ 20.00
2. Family - - - - - $ 25.00
3. Sponsor - - - - - $ 50.00

4. Honorary Life Members (Those whose contribution to the Society in time and effort
are so outstanding as to be so recognized by the vote of the Society and are thereafter exempt from
annual dues.)

The Genealogical Society of Rowan County functions on a calendar year - January 1 through
December 31. Dues are payable by January 1 for the new year. Journals will be published in the
last month of each quarter.

Please note meeting dates of the Society: Regular meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month (January-July and September-November) 7:00 pm in the Hurley Room at the Rowan
County Public Library on West Fisher Street in Salisbury, NC. Meetings in January and July are
social events held at a local restaurant. Contact Bob Bruce for details at
thebruceusa42@hotmail.com The Society does not meet in August or December. For
information regarding meeting topics and other genealogical classes offered by the Society, visit the
Rowan County Library website at www.rowanpubliclibrary.org

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Journal of the Genealogical Society of Rowan County will publish material of genealogical
significance relating to Old Rowan County, North Carolina. Rowan County was created in 1753 from
Anson County. Twenty-six counties were subsequently formed from Old Rowan County, inciuding
Surry in 1770, Iredell in 1788, Davidson in 1822, and Davie in 1836; therefore, material from these
counties may be appropriate for inclusion in the Journal.

Manuscripts submitted for publication will be judged for factual accuracy, sources, style, clarity, and
general appeal to membership. Neither the Journal nor the Society can assume responsibility for
errors on the part of contributors. Corrections of proved errors will appear in a subsequent issue of
the Journal. Any publication submitted to the Journal for review will become the property of the
Genealogical Society and be placed in the Edith M. Clark History Room of the Rowan Public Library.

Queries are free to all individual Society members who submit a pedigree chart. Non-members are
charged $4.00 per query.

Correspondence for Queries, letters to the Editor, or material submitted for publication should be
mailed to the Editor, The Genealogical Society of Rowan County, Post Office Box 4305, Salisbury,
NC 28145.

The Journal for the Genealogical Society of Rowan County is published quarterly and sent the last
week of each month (March, June, September, December/Index).

Copyright 2019 Genealogical Society of Rowan County. All rights reserved.
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Volume 1, 1991

Tobias Lyerly — Last Native Confedereate Veteran

Rowan County lost its last native Confederate veteran this moming, February 22, 1946,
at 7 o'clock when Tobias Lyerly died at the home of a daughter, Mrs. R.B. Peeler, in
Granite Quarry. Mr. Lyerly suffered a severe fall about two weeks ago and became
seriously ill. He failed to rally. Mr. Lyerly was the only native son surviving who took
part in the Civil War.

Tobias Lyerly was born in Rowan County November 10, 1946, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Zachariah Lyerly. His mother, Rachael Boger, died while he was young. Zachariah and
Rachael's marriage bond is dated 12 October 1833. Tobias had four sisters, all of
whom are dead.

“Uncle Tobe,” as he was known, joined the Confederate army when he was 18 years
old, serving with Company B, Junior Reserve, Second Regiment. His stories of his
fighting fearless captain have thrilled the young generations since. Last November 10,
when he celebrated his 99" birthday quietly at home, he still retained the martial spirit of
the early 60s, as he vowed he would have gone to war with the boys in the 1940s if he
had been allowed to go. However, he was firm in the belief that all wars are
unnecessary, brought on by selfish interests, for gains in wealth and power, with the
poor man doing the heavy fighting.

For years “Uncle Tobe” had be a familiar figure as he took his daily walks to his
grandson’s service station and his son's home and other points about Granite Quarry.
For a number of years he was unable to visit Salisbury, due to the excitement of such
short trips working against his physical welfare. His eyesight was poor and his hearing
was almost gone the last few years, making it hard for others to talk to him, but he took
a keen interest in the recent war, later checking up on each Granite Quarry service man
as they came home with honorable discharges. He was greatly thrilled when the
Daughters of the Confederacy presented him their Bronze Cross.

He was married September 3, 1869 to Margaret Ann Miller. Mrs. Margaret Miller Lyerly
died April 11, 1939. Mr. Tobias Lyerly was survived by a son, J.H.A.Lyerly of Granite
Quarry, two daughters, Mrs. R.B. Peeler and Mrs. J.H. Peeler of Salisbury, 12
grandchildren, 23 great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

Source: Obituary from the Salisbury Post dated February 22, 1946; Register of Deeds Rowan County —
transcribed by Patricia Bonds Beck.

Tobias Lyerly is buried in the Wittenburg Lutheran Church Cemetery, Granite Quary, NC. See photos.
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ROWAN COUNTY

Established in 1753 from Anson County.
A few records were destroyed by Federal troops in 1865.

ORIGINAL RECORDS

BONDS
Apprentice Bonds and Records, 1777-1904; 1 volume, 1 Fibredex box.
Bastardy Bonds and Records, 1757-1925; 2 volumes, 2 Fibredex boxes.
Officials’ Bonds and Records, 1768-1900; 1 Fibredex box.
CORPORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS
Corporation Records, 1871-1903; 1 Fibredex box.
COURT RECORDS
County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions
Minutes, 1753-1868; 24 volumes.
Rough Minutes, 1767-1859; 2 Fibredex boxes.
Appearance Dockets, 1809-1868; 5 volumes.
Argument and Petition Docket, 1807-1832; 1 volume.
Execution Dockets, 1761-1833, 1845-1868; 11 volumes.
Recognizance Docket, 1811-1818; 1 volume.
Reference Dockets, 1814-1849; 2 volumes.
State Dockets, 1791-1818, 1830-1868; 4 volumes.
Trial, Appearance and Reference Dockets, 1753-1810; 9 volumes.
Trial Dockets, 1810-1868; 8 volumes.
Minutes, Probate Court, 1819-1822; 1 volume.
Clerk’s Receipt Book, 1811-1826; 1 volume.
Superior Court
Minutes, 1811-1904, 1909-1910; 22 volumes.
Equity Minutes, 1818-1864; 3 volumes.
Equity Enrolling Dockets, 1805-1806, 1820-1844; 5 volumes.
Equity Trial and Appearance Dockets, 1806-1868; 2 volumes,
1 pamphlet.
Appearance and Reference Docket, 1808-1835; 1 volume.
Appearance-Dockets, 1835-1869; 2 volumes.
Execution Dockets, 1809-1828, 1848-1869; 5 volumes.
Recognizance Docket, 1823-1827; 1 volume.
Reference Docket, 1820-1838; 1 volume.
State Dockets, 1821-1869; 3 volumes.
Trial Dockets, 1807-1869; 5 volumes.
Clerk’s Receipt Book, 1823-1838; 1 volume.
Clerk’s Cashbook, 1876-1901; 1 volume.
Clerk’s Fee Book, 1932-1935; 1 volume.
Civil Action Papers, 1755-1915; S Fibredex boxes.
Civil Action Papers Concerning Land, 1758-1912; 6 Fibredex boxes.
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Criminal Action Papers, 1756-1913; 6 Fibredex boxes.
Inferior Court
Minutes, 1877-1885; 2 volumes.
Criminal Issues Docket, 1877-1885; 1 volume.
Judgment Docket, 1877-1885; 1 volume.
ELECTION RECORDS
Record of Elections, 1878-1932; 3 volumes.
Election Records, 1796-1944; 3 Fibredex boxes.
ESTATES RECORDS
Record of Accounts, 1869-1928; 7 volumes.
Administrators’ Bonds, 1870-1930; 12 volumes.
Appointment of Administrators, Executors, Guardians and Masters, 1868-
1879; 1 volume.
Division of Estates, 1807-1868; 2 volumes.
Estates Records, 1753-1929; 166 Fibredex boxes.
Guardians’ Records, 1769-1928; 10 Fibredex boxes.
Guardians’ Accounts, 1849-1860; 1 volume.
Guardians’ Bonds, 1870-1883, 1893-1952; 8 volumes.
Inventories and Accounts of Sale, 1849-1864; 4 volumes.
Clerk’s Receiver Accounts, 1902-1919; 1 volume.
Record of Settlements, 1849-1903; 7 volumes.
Record of Probate (Estates), 1868-1896; 1 volume.
Fiduciary Account Book (Estate of Daniel Cress), 1823; 1 volume.
LAND RECORDS
Deeds and Land Records, 1753-1881; 1 Fibredex box.
Index to Deeds, Grantor, 1753-1921; 5 volumes.
Index to Deeds, Grantee, 1753-1921; 4 volumes.
Ejectments, 1791-1881; 1 Fibredex box.
Miscellaneous Land Records, 1753-1921; 1 Fibredex box.
Record of Probate of Deeds and Mortgages, 1884-1885; 1 volume.
Processioners’ Returns, 1803-1824, 1879-1893; 2 volumes.
MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND VITAL STATISTICS
Marriage Bonds, 1758-1868; 23 Fibredex boxes.
Register of Marriage Bonds, 1758-1866; 1 volume.
Divorce Records, 1805-1900; 4 Fibredex boxes.
MILITARY AND PENSION RECORDS
Military Records, 1781-1919; 2 Fibredex boxes.
MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS
Alien Registration, 1927, 1940; 1 volume.
Alien and Naturalization Records, 1823-1915; 1 Fibredex box.
Petitions for Naturalization, 1910-1914; 1 volume.
County Claims Allowed, 1805-1836; 1 volume.
County Trustees’ Account Book, 1805-1826; 1 volume.
Treasurers’ Account of General Fund, 1918-1920; 1 volume.



Minutes, Farmers Educational and Co-operative Union of America, 1915-
1929; 1 volume.
Record of Jurors, 1905-1914; 1 volume.
Jury Lists, 1779-1913; 1 Fibredex box.
Orders and Decrees, 1896-1911; 1 volume.
Special Proceedings Docket, 1873-1909; 1 volume.
Minutes, Wardens of the Poor, 1818-1865; 2 volumes.
Wardens of the Poor, 1771-1871; 1 Fibredex box.
Miscellaneous Records, 1740-1940; 4 Fibredex boxes.
Mining Records, 1833-1909; 2 Fibredex boxes.
Persons Convicted and Sentenced to Chain Gang and Jail, 1908-1909;
1 volume.
OFFICIALS, COUNTY
Records of Justices of the Peace, 1778-1924; 1 volume, 1 Fibredex box.
ROADS AND BRIDGES
Record of Appointment of Road Overseers, 1824-1831; 1 volume.
Road Records and Reports, 1757-1913; 2 Fibredex boxes.
Treasurers’ Account of Township Road Fund, 1919-1920; 1 volume.
Railroad Records, 1855-1915; 1 Fibredex box.
SCHOOL RECORDS
Treasurer’s Account of Public School Fund, 1918-1919; 1 volume.
School Records, 1812-1906; 4 Fibredex boxes.
TAX AND FISCAL RECORDS
Lists of Taxables, 1802-1849; 4 volumes.
Tax Records, 1758-1910; 5 Fibredex boxes.
WILLS
Wills, 1743-1900; 27 Fibredex boxes.
Cross Index to Wills, 1761-1953; 3 volumes.

MICROFILM RECORDS

BONDS
Commissioners’ Bonds, 1937-1944; 1 reel.
CORPORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS
Record of Corporations, 1904-1959; 3 reels.
Partnership Records, 1913-1962; 1 reel.
Index to Corporations, 1959-1968; 1 reel.
COURT RECORDS
County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions
Minutes, 1753-1868; 7 reels.
Abstracts of Minutes, 1753-1795; 1 reel.
Index to Abstracts of Minutes, 1753-1795; 1 reel.
Minutes, Probate Court, 1819-1822; 1 reel.
Superior Court
Minutes, 1820-1871, 1904-1942; 10 reels.



Equity Minutes, 1815-1820; 1 reel.
Equity Records, 1820-1844; 2 reels.
Index to Judgments, 1879-1927; 1 reel.
Clerk’s Receipt Book, 18'23-1861; 1 reel.
ELECTION RECORDS
Record of Elections, 1880-1948; 2 reels.
ESTATES RECORDS
Record of Accounts, 1908-1959; 9 reels.
Administrators’ Bonds, 1823-1830, 1908-1914, 1927-1959; 3 reels.
Appointment of Administrators, Executors and Guardians, 1879; 1 reel.
Appointment of Administrators and Guardians, 1889-1909; 1 reel.
Record of Administrators, 1879-1959; 7 reels.
Record of Executors, 1926-1934; 1 reel.
Guardians’ Bonds, 1764-1830, 1911-1918; 5 reels.
Record of Guardians, 1909-1959; 4 reels.
Division of Estates and Processioners’ Returns, 1803-1842; 1 reel.
Record of Settlements, 1902-1959; 10 reels.
Record of Qualification of Trustees Under Wills, 1933-1956: 1 reel.
Index to Estates, 1952-1962; 1 reel.
LAND RECORDS
Record of Deeds, 1753-1962; 207 reels.
Index to Real Estate Conveyances, Grantor, 1753-1962; 18 reels.
Index to Real Estate Conveyances, Grantee, 1753-1962; 18 reels.
Land Entries, 1778-1925; 1 reel.
Federal Tax Lien Index, 1925-1962; 1 reel.
Processioners’ Returns, 1803-1824; [ reel.
Record of Sales by Mortgagees, Trustees and Executors, 1915-1959; 3 reels.
MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND VITAL STATISTICS
Marriage Bonds, 1753-1868; 6 reels.
Marriage Bond Abstracts, 1753-1868; 2 reels.
Marriage Records, 1759-1867; 2 reels.
Marriage Registers, 1895-1962; 2 reels.
Record of Cohabitation, 1866; 1 reel.
Maiden Names of Divorced Women, 1937-1963: 1 reel.
Index to Births, 1913-1972; 3 reels.
Index to Deaths, 1913-1972; 2 reels.
MILITARY AND PENSION RECORDS
Record of Armed Forces Discharges, 1922-1968: 12 reels.
Index to Roster of Soldiers in the War of 1812, no date; 1 reel.
MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS
Alien Registration, 1927-1940; 1 reel.
Record of Lunacy, 1957-1970; 1 reel.
Orders and Decrees, 1935-1959; 2 reels.
Special Proceedings, 1879-1906, 1911-1959; 17 reels.
Index to Special Proceedings, Plaintiff, 1938-1970; 1 reel.




Index to Special Proceedings, Defendant, 1938-1970; 1 reel.
Wardens of the Poor, 1818-1865, 1878-1908; 1 reel.
Miscellaneous Historical Records, various dates; 1 reel.
OFFICIALS, COUNTY
Minutes, Board of County Commissioners, 1872-1958; 5 reels.
ROADS AND BRIDGES
Record of Road Overseers, 1824-1831; 1 reel.
SCHOOL RECORDS
Minutes, Board of Superintendents of Common Schools, 1847-1865; Minutes,
County Board of Education, 1877-1962; 2 reels.
TAX AND FISCAL RECORDS
Tax Lists, 1778, 1802-1892; 9 reels.
WILLS
Record of Wills, 1762-1951; 7 reels.
Cross Index to Wills, 1761-1959; 1 reel.
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FOOTNOTES OF HISTORY
By James Brawley
Reprinted from The Salisbury Post - June 25, 1960

Dashing Confederate Names

Colorful names, often down right threatening, adorned the names of local companies
enlisted at the beginning of the war in 1861. Among those stationed at Raleigh on
June 20, 1861, were the Haywood Rangers, Polk County Volunteers, Madison Light
Infantry, Buncombe Sharp Shooters, Black Mountain Boys, Rough and Ready Boys,
Burke Tigers, and the Jefferson Davis Guards. By this date, Rowan had in the field
three companies totaling 400 men and two more companies nearly completed.

Among those preparing to join others already in Virginia were the Scotch-Ireland
Greys under Capt. Wood. Of this company the editor of The Carolina Watchman
said: "It comprises many of the descendants of that indomitable stock of Scots -
who during the Revolution made Rowan one of the hottest regions invaded by the
British." "They are intelligent, God fearing, law abiding, patriotic citizens,” and, he
continued, “they were once union loving, conservative Whigs of the Henry Clay school
- who stood firm in their faith and integrity to the last moment." “Lincoln's
Proclamation,” he concluded, "converted them into rebels.”

The Scotch-Ireland Greys trained at their encampment at Rowan Mills (near
present-day Cleveland). Response to the colors was so surprising that the state’s
military authorities ceased to accept any more twelve month volunteers by June 27.
Only those were taken who volunteered for the duration of the war in order to fill
the requisition for the ten thousand state troops authorized by the governor.

Meanwhile the state legislature winding up the business of the special session
appointed Burton Craige of Salisbury as a delegate to the Confederate Congress,
then meeting in Montgomery, Alabama. The state called for any person having arms
or "accounterments” belonging to the state to forward them to the office of the
Adjutant Brevent in Salisbury.

At the old factory lot in a beautiful oak grove in southeast Salisbury the 63™
Regiment held regular drills. This factory later became the infamous Confederate
prison. Inventors of every description were busy at work devising new and more
terrible instruments of war. In Salem T.F. Christian invented a gun which was
capable of throwing 144 balls at one firing and 1,008 per minute. "It is said to be a
terrible weapon,” commented the Watchman, "and can be worked by a boy of 10 or
12 years of age.” This prototype of the modern machine gun was put on exhibition in
Raleigh.
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III. MYSTERIES AND CURIOSITIES

Natural Wall

A mystery and a curiosity have intrigued
Rowan Countians for many years. One is the
subterranean wall uncovered by a freshet in
1794,and the other concerns a Third Creek school-
teacher who many believe was the great Michel Ney,
marshal of France and Napoleon's chief lieutenant.

The construction of the wall located in the
Pot Neck community near Second Creek is peculiar
in that the stones are laid in courses with
precision and well fitted in the joints and even
on the side walls. The stones vary in size and
shape from three fourths of an inch to five
inches across the end and some extend sixteen
inches in length. Some of the stones are long
and slim while others are broad and thick, but
all seem to fit into the wall with ease and
symmetry.

The whole is apparently fastened together
with a sort of putty-like cement, brown, white,
and black in color. The ends of the stones form
the sides of the wall and the outside stones
appear to have been placed but the middle stones
seem to have been thrown in. The wall itself has
been explored for a distance of about 300 feet
and found to be uniform in shape, being 22 inches
wide at the top and slightly wider at the bottom,
12 to 14 feet high and running in a southeast
direction. Nor is this the only wall. A short
distance away there are two similar walls but
they have not been so extensively explored.

This strange phenomenon was first reported
by the Reverend James Hall, founder of Clio's
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Reproduced here is a drawing of the Natural Wall, which appeared in a
French publication in 1818. It shows a cross section of the wall Photograph
from the University of North Carolina Collection.

Nursery, a classical school operated in the late
eighteenth century. Hall reported:

- + . a phenomenon of great antiquity
has been discovered which has engaged
the attention of the curious. During
the heavy rains which fell in the
summer of 1794 a cavern was formed in
the side of a hill near a small stream,
The hill is between two and three
poles in surface where the cavern is
formed about the middle of which stands
a subterranean wall composed of small
stones laid in white cement resembling
Lime of a very fine texture,
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Abcut the same time the Reverend Carl Storch,
minister at Organ Church, reported the finding to
Professor Velthusen in Germany in 1796. He
wrote that "a most peculiar discovery was made in
our section and may prove important for the history
of this part of the country, suggesting that this
wall was the work of some ancient mound builders."

Geographies of the early 1800s carried
references to this wall. Daniel Adams's geography
book printed in 1816 called it "a remarkable
subterraneous wall of stone,' laid in cement.
""When built, by whom and for what purpose,' he
surmised, "is left wholly to conjecture.™

Strother's map made in 1808 places the wall
in the Pot Neck section near Second Creek.
Subsequent maps copied Strother's by designating
the mysterious wall in bold outline.

William Guthrie's geography book printed in
1809 called it a "curious subterranean wall,"
which when first discovered, 'was supposed to
have been a work of art." He concluded, however,
that ''subsequent observation has determined it
to be a natural production of basalt."

The Reverend Jethro Rumple, in his History of
Rowan County (1881), said that the wall was nothing
more than trap dikes or a natural wall of trap
rock that gives the appearance of being laid in
cement. This '"'cement,' he explained, is a fine
decomposition of the trap rock itself or an
infiltration of fine material from without.

Legends surrounding the wall, however,
refuse to die. There has been a certain amount
of superstition about the "bottomless pits' in
the ground at the point where the wall passes
through the small declivity, now filled up by
the roots of nearby trees. One old native some
years ago recalled the story told in his boyhood
about the Indian city and temple and the annual
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religious festivities at which a sacrificial
maiden was flung into the bowels of the earth to
be digested in order that crops might prosper
and game be abundant.

At other times 'possum hunters have heard
strange sounds emanating from the direction of
the wall, and sometimes lights seem to move
around the branch. Bullfrogs dance in the water
and croak. It is a screech owls' heaven.

Fzter Stuart Ney

One of a succession of teachers at Third
Creek Presbyterian Church near Cleveland was one
who might properly be termed "the enigma of
Third Creek." Known locally as Peter Stuart Ney,
he was thought by many to be Marshal Michel Ney
of France, who had been Napoleon's ablest general
and who had supposedly been killed by a firing
squad on order of the Bourbon reactionaries
restored to power after Napoleon's defeat at
Waterloo. This simple schoolmaster denied any
such connection with Napoleon except when he
became intoxicated. On these infrequent occasions
he proclaimed that he was, indeed, the Duke of
Elchingen, Prince of Moskowa, and one of Bonaparte's
nost trusted lieutanants. When sober, he preferred
to be only an honest teacher from Scotland.

The story of this strange man's adventures
as told by those who believe him to have been
Marshal Ney is briefly this: he was supposedly
shot by a firing squad made up of his former
soldiers in Paris in December, 1815, but his loyal
men deliberately missed him and other friends
slipped him aboard a craft bound from Bordeaux for
Charleston, South Carolina. While on board ship
Ney was recognized by a former soldier, and after
reaching Charleston in January, 1816, he was
accosted by another comrade. Leaving Charleston,
Ney made his way to Cheraw, then to Florence,
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1

where he sscured a situation as schoolteacher to
Col. Benjamin Rogers's family and friends.
stayed there until one of the colonel's smal
children brought him a newspaper with the report
of Napoleon's death. That night Ney slashed his
throat and for the next two days during his
delirium he raved about Napoleon, campaigns,
battles, and high-placed personages with a
familiarity that startled his attendants. After
recovering, he left Florence and settled in one
community after another until in 1829 he arrived
in Virginia; for the next two years Ney was
employed by William Nelson in Mecklenburg County.
In 1831 for reasons unknown Ney moved again,

this time to Third Creek Church in Rowan County
where he lived until his death in 1846.

)
S

He

IU }—

Dr. B. D. Wood, who attended Ney during his
last moments, bent over the dying teacher and
pointedly asked him if he was really Marshal Ney.
The weak and dying man repcrtedly told Dr. Wood
in the presence of witnesses, "I will not die
with a lie on my lips; I am Marshal Ney of France."

Peter Stuart Ney, reputed to have been Napoleon’s great lieutenant
Marshal Michel Ney before his escape to America, taught school in a little
session house near Third Creelk Presbyterian Church in the Cleveland com-
munity. His grave shown in picture at the right is copied from Bill Sharpe’s
A New Geography of North Carolina, (Raleigh: Edwards and Broughton,
1954), p. 447.
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Mr. CH Stokes Jackson Hill NC June the 24th 1862

Dear cousin I this morning take the pleasure of droping you a few lines in reply to
your kind letter wich I receive from you when you was at Kinston I would wrote to
you long a go if  had known whar to wrote I heard when you went to [?] you went
to the hospital I never heard from you until last Saturday I [?] by a [?] that you was
in camp well wich I was glad to hear cousin this letter finds me well & when this
note reaches its place of destination it will find you well and injoying as much [?] as
camp life can affoard you ok cousin if I could see you it would be my pleasure to me
than it is to write [.......7 a sad time with ous all for it looks like thay all will hav
to suffor for something to eat for wheat crops is cut off shoart and corn crops looks
weary it appears to be a glumy time giting befour ous all never did w see sucha
time be four and I hope we all never will ...souldiers hast to see hard times and live
hard I know and soldiers tee girls we all hafto go thru the ...field end ya to the corn
field duty the wee all willing to dou all we can to make ....pecant four the souldiers
and our friends I will close my bad written letter by asking you to ...my bad writing
and spelling I remain your cousin until death pleas writ soon as you git this Mr C. H.
Stokes

To L. K Newsom
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[July 20 1862 based on subsequent letter 2 days later]

Hospital Near Richmond

Miss Luizey Stokes

This morning I seat myself to rite you a few lines but I hav now good news to tell
you this morning I have enjoyed good helth pretty much ever sence 1 had ben out an
1 am hapy to tell you that I am in very hood helth this morning hopen these few lines
ma swfley reach you an fine you enjoying the same state of helth an at the same time
I am sarry to tell you that your brother is very low With the tifard fever thou he is
som better this morning an |

think he has taken a turn to get beter than he is as bad off yet I [??] him myself I hav
him an my brother both in our room an wate on him myself my brother Harrison
have ben very low but is geten sow he can waulk a but but is very weak yet tell your
ma I don’t thin she nead not trubel hear self about Calvin for I think he will get well
an I will do the best for him I can I do not think he is eney dangerous now if he don’t
take now back set an I will try an not let him if I can help it

We are in a Hospital three miles from Richmond on a rode call brook turnpike times
is quite dull hear now news stiring hear worth your attention times is very still A
round Richmond We hav a grate eal of sickness hear most of the complants is the
tiford fever

As the times is dull an now very worth written [ will soon Close asken you to parden
all mastakes an rite son an giv me the nuse from Rowan giv my lov to all of my
frends an except the same for your self Your friend Joshua T Sills

Tell yar gean Stokes an such saray the nus Write to me an giv all of your uncle
Willem Stokes my best an rspect an will be hapy to see them all an taulk With them
as I wane far in days gon by Your remembered friend

Joshua T Sills

Make your letters to Richmond Va
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Hospital Near Richmond
July the 22 1862

Mrs Prisiler Stokes

Dar mather this morning fords me the privlage of having a few lines Writen to you in
reply to one I recev from you that was dated the 22" of June | was hapy to hear
from you an to hear you was all well I am sarry to tell you that your letter found me
very low with the tifar fever but the doctor ses I am mending but it is a very lidle if I
am then the fever is back an [??] hope I will take a turn to get better oh mother 1
want to see you all the worst I ever did in life I was sicken the fever When uncle
Liaes Neusom was down hear I hav not bin up eney sence but hav ben very low all of
the time I am in hopes I will get beter now the fever is back four me

Dear mother | hav now nuse to Write you Worth your attention the wont be eney
chance far me to com home after I git well far the hav stoped given sick furlows

Your affectionat son C H Stokes

As | hav rote all that calvin ses far me to write I will write a few lines myself far your
one consolation 1 Will say to you I hav don the best far him I can I hav ben tenden to
him ever sence he has ben sick I think he has taken turn to get better thou he is very
low yet | Writen a letter last Sunday to his sister I was sow festerd I forgot to date it
it was rote on the 20t of this in Calvin is som better a low thais he was ther I will
close hopen to hear from you soon I giv you all my Respect J. t. Sills
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NOW AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL FORMAT!

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THE
GENEALOGICAL JOURNAL OF ROWAN COUNTY

BEGINNING WITH VOLUME 1 - 1972

Many of you have been asking to have digital copies of past Journals
available for sale. They are now ready! You can order these just as you
would any other publication per the following:

Series 1: Volumes 1 thru 10
Series 2: Volumes 11 thru 20
Series 3: Volumes 21-31

Each series is $20.
This includes the cost of the thumb drive and shipping.

Please indicate which Volumes you would like to have. Digital copies will
be sent to you one series per “thumb drive.” Journals are stored in PDF
format and can be searched. Send your check to The Genealogical
Society of Rowan County, P.O. Box 4305, Salisbury, NC  28145-4305
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Early Landowners of Rowan County

Rowan Public Library, the Edith M. Clark History Room, and the Genealogical Society of
Rowan County are proud to announce that the Early Landowners of Rowan County maps,
along with the index, have been digitized and published to the History Room website as our
newest digital collection.

In 1995, James W. “Bill” Kluttz published a set of 6 maps that indicated the earliest land
purchases in the area of North Carolina we now identify as Rowan County. While Rowan
County in 1753 covered a much greater area than its current acreage, the maps feature only
the land plats in the area that is currently Rowan. The Early Landowners of Rowan County,
North Carolina maps, also known as the Kiuttz Maps, originated in the work done in 1950s by
David Rendleman. In his research, Kluttz also included portions of western Rowan that had
not been previously incorporated in any plat map studies. Listed on each map within the
property lines are the deed book and page number of the earliest deed reference as well as
the grantor, grantee, and date of the sale. There are 1,200 names within the grantor/grantee
lists. The Kluttz maps are invaluable for genealogical research in this area. These maps are
accessible online by entering the History and Genealogy section of the library website, then
the Edith M. Clark History Room link, click on the drop down menu for “Collections” and
select the Kluttz maps or the Kiuttz map index to explore for specific surnames.

A set of 6 maps and the index to the map can be purchased through the Genealogical
Society for $35.00. Sets are also available for viewing or purchase at the Rowan Public
Library History Room. The deed abstracts and deeds on microfilm may also be accessed in

the History Room.
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AVAILABLE FROM THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ROWAN COUNTY - Post Office Box
4305; Salisbury, NC 28145-4305. Tax number for the Society is #56-1608800.

1860 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule - Second edition, Tape bound, soft cover

volume containing 320 pages. The Townships were not formed in 1860 so the county is divided by
Post Office. There are family names, ages, and occupations. The mortality schedule lists
names/cause of death for persons who died during the year ending 1 June 1860. New edition has
full name index. Price including postage - $28.00.

1870 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule - Sure bind, soft cover volume containing

321 pages, gives family names, ages, and occupations; listed by township with numbered
households. This is a new edition that contains corrections and a full name index. Mortality
schedule lists names, ages, and cause of death for the year ending 1 June 1870. Price including
postage - $26.00.

1880 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule - Sure bind, soft cover volume containing

506 pages. Contains name, age, occupation, and relationship. Price including postage - $26.00.

1900 Rowan County Census - Two-volume set of approximately 360 pages plus full name index
for each volume. Includes names, relationships, ages, occupations, places of birth if outside North
Carolina, and other valuable information. Township of Providence is split - this township was
already divided as there were two different men who recorded the information. Volume | contains
the part recorded by Stephen A. Eamhart, Volume II the section South of Bringle Road, recorded by
Henry C. Peeler. Price of books is $28.00 each or the set for $50.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume | - Second printing, soft cover, strip bound, full name index.
Cemeteries include: Early Summersett Funeral Home records, Salem Lutheran Church, Dunns
Mountain Baptist Church, Enon Baptist Church, St. Mark Lutheran Church Old Cemetery, St. Jude
Episcopal Church, Calvary Freewill Baptist Church, Sherrills Ford Road Baptist Church, Lowder
Family Cemetery, Owen Family Cemetery, Cleveland Baptist Church, Cleveland Town Cemetery,
Cleveland Methodist Church, Knox Chapel Methodist Church, Christ Episcopal Church, Jarrett
Family, Needmore Baptist Church, Corinth Church of Christ, South River Church of Christ,
Providence Presbyterian Church, South River Methodist Church, Ebenezer Methodist Church. Price
including postage - $28.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume Il - Soft bound, soft cover volume containing 270 pages, full
name index. Annotated family information researched from Rowan County Register of Deeds,
Obits from Salisbury Post and family histories. Cemeteries include: Oakdale Baptist Church,
Franklin Presbyterian Church, Bethel Lutheran Church, St Matthews Episcopal Church, Lebanon
Methodist Church (abandoned), Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church, Smith Family Cemetery, St.
Andrews Episcopal Church, St. Paul Pentecostal Mission Baptist Church, Macedonia Baptist
Church, Gays Chapel Methodist Church, Maxwell Chambers Family Cemetery, Calvary Baptist,
Albright Family, New Hope A.M.E. Zion Church, St. Mary Chapel Episcopal, Shady Grove Baptist
Church, Immanuel Lutheran Church, General John Steele Family Cemetery, Unity Presbyterian
Church, South River Methodist Church, Ebenezer Methodist Church. Price including postage -
$35.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume Il - Strip Bound, soft cover volume containing 190 pages
with full name index. Cemeteries include: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Woodleaf Methodist Church,
St. Luke's Lutheran Church, Boyden Quarters Church, Singing Tower Cemetery (Jewish), Filhour
Family Cemetery, Trading Ford Baptist Church, Allen Temple Presbyterian Church, Concordia
Lutheran Church, St. Matthews Lutheran Church, Thyatira Presbyterian Church, Flat Creek Primitive
Baptist Church, Pauper's Field, Lyerly Memorial United Church of Christ, Providence Methodist
Church, Wyatt Grove Baptist Church and Odd Burials in Rowan County. Price including postage -

$25.00.
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Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume IV - Strip bound, soft cover volume containing 164 pages
with full name index. Cemeteries include: Bethpage Methodist Church, Concordia Lutheran Church,
Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Oak Grove Methodist Church, Prospect Presbyterian Church, Unity
United Methodist Church, Sills Creek A.M.E. Zion Church, Steele Chapel Church, St. Enoch’s
Lutheran Church, St. Paul United Church of Christ, Trinity Lutheran Church, West Corinth Baptist
Church, Coddle Creek A.R.P. Church, Union Lutheran Church, Old Bethpage Cemetery,
Blackwelder-Lowder Family Cemetery, Michael Braun(Brown) Family Cemetery, Watson Family
Graveyard, Heathman-Owens-Barber Graveyard, Stokes Family Graveyard, Long-McPherson
Family Graveyard, Morgan Muster Ground, Reed Family Graveyard, and Funerals from Rothrock’s
Diary. Price including postage - $24.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume V - Strip bound, soft cover contains 189 pages with full name
index. Cemeteries include: History of cemeteries, Centenary Methodist Church, Wittenberg
Lutheran Church, Ribelin Family Graveyard, Back Creek Presbyterian Church, Harris Chapel
Cemetery, Palestine Wesleyan Church, Oak Grove Freewill Baptist Church, St. Johns Baptist
Church, Culp Family Graveyard, Zion Lutheran Church, Dobbins-Graham-Rex Family Graveyard,
Old Wetaug Cemetery (Pulaski Co.IL.), Sandy Ridge AM.E. Zion Church, Covenant United
Presbyterian Church, Rose Hill Baptist Church, Gold Hill Methodist Church, Westiawn Memorial
Park (monument section), Third Creek Presbyterian Church, Richard Parker Family Cemetery,
Canaan Baptist Church, Shiloh Reformed Church, Faith Baptist Church, Eggleston Property
Cemetery, Reid Family (further listing), Stokes Family (further listing), Bruner Family Cemetery, Arey
Family Cemetery, Cemetery listing for Broughton Hospital, Morganton, NC, and an article on what
you can leamn from gravestones. Price including postage - $24.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume V1 - Second edition - Strip Bound, soft cover, alphabetical.
Chestnut Hill Cemetery in the heart of Salisbury. First burial in 1889. Gives names, relationships,
birth, death, burial dates, and plot numbers when available. All dates checked with death
certificates when possible. Price including postage - $29.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume VI - Strip bound, soft cover, contains 202 pages with full
name index. Cemeteries include: Faith Lutheran Church, East Side Baptist Church, Zion Methodist
Church, First Baptist Church, St. Matthews Baptist Church, St. Stephens Lutheran Church, Ursinus
United Church of Christ, St. James Lutheran Church, Grave Stones (Bethel & Bonanza Drive), Mt.
Vernon Presbyterian Church, Third Creek AME Zion Church, Mt. Hope United Church of Christ,
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church, Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
Berean Mission Church, Grace Bible Church, Rock Grove Methodist Church, Henderson Grove
Baptist Church, Bethel Methodist Church, Ardis Chapel AME Zion Church, St. Luke Baptist Church,
Yadkin Grove Baptist Church. Price including postage - $25.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume VIl - Sure-bind, soft cover, contains 217 pages with full
name index. Cemeteries include: Liberty Methodist Church, East Corinth Baptist Church, Smith’s
Chapel Apostolic Holiness Church, Luther's Lutheran Church, Erwins Temple CME Church, New
Jerusalem Holiness Church, Emanuel Pentecostal Church of Apostolic Faith, Moore’s Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church Rowan County, Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church Salisbury, Grace Lutheran
Church, Chambers Family Cemetery, Antioch Baptist Church, Miller Family Cemetery, Heathman-
Owen-Barber Cemetery, Second Creek A.M.E. Zion Church, Old Second Creek A.M.E. Zion
Cemetery, New Smith Chapel St. Paul's Pentecostal Church, Miller Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church, St.
Enoch'’s Lutheran Church, Miller Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church, St. Paul's United Church of Christ,
Poplar Tent Presbyterian Church Cabarrus, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Bringle Family Cemetery.
Price including postage - $28.00.
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Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume IX - Sure-bind, soft cover, contains 216 pages, full name
index. Greenlawn Cemetery in China Grove, Rowan County, NC. Early graves in Greenlawn,
including the Savitzs church, include the date 1798. Over 3,050 graves here, including both the
private and church section. Church section contains Lutheran Chapel Lutheran, Mt. Zion United
Church of Christ, and St. Mark’s Lutheran. These sections are marked and a map for the plots
included. Also in this book are Mt. Mitchell Methodist Cabarrus, St. Luke Reformed, Antioch Baptist,
and Rock Hill Church of Christ. Price including postage - $28.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume X - Sure-bind, soft cover, contains 217 pages, full name
index. Cemeteries include: Grace (Lowerstone) United Church of Christ, City Memorial Park, West
Park Baptist Church, St. Paul's Wesleyan Church, Burrage Family Graveyard, Isenhour Family
Cemetery. Price including postage - $28.00.

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume Xl - Sure-bind, soft cover, contains 278 pages, full name
index. Cemeteries include: Organ Lutheran Church, Old English Cemetery, Old Lutheran Cemetery,
St. Peters Lutheran Cemetery, Burial Records of St. Lukes Episcopal Church, Death Certificates
1909-1911, and some small cemeteries. Price including postage - $28.00.

indices for Rowan County Cemeteries — Volumes 1 and 2 ~ Volume 1: A-La (337 pages),

Volume 2: Le-Z (321 pages) Sure-bind, soft cover, index of all Rowan County Cemetery volumes. -
$35.00 plus $5.00 postage each volume.

Rowan Memorial Park Cemetery Book #1 — Sure-bind, soft cover, full name index, containing
a partial listing of graves (357 pages). - $35.00.

Anyone having additional information regarding listings for this Cemetery (preferably in Obituary format),
please send to: June Watson, 1060 Everwood Lane, Salisbury, NC 28147

Abstracts of Deed Books 11 - 14, 1786 - 1797 First in the series by James W. Klutz. Hard
Cover, 220 pages, very readable and easy to understand. Scale map of Rowan in the back. Now
available at the price of $35.00 including postage.

Abstract of Deed Books 15 - 19, 1797 - 1807 Second in the series by James W. Kluttz. Hard
Cover, 272 pages, scale map of Rowan in back. Now available for $35.00 including postage.

Abstract of Deed Books 20 - 24, 1807 - 1818 Third in the series by James W. Kiuttz. Soft Cover,
311 pages, scale map of Rowan in back. Now available for $35.00 including postage.

Abstracts of Deed Books 25-29, 1818-1828. Fourth in the series by James W. Kiuttz. Soft cover,
281 pages, very readable, easy to understand, as always a great job. Now available for $35.00
including postage.

Abstracts of Deed Books 30-34, 1828 - 1840. Fifth in the series by James W. Kluttz. Soft cover,
314 pages, the usual readable text that is easy to follow. Mr. Kluttz goes from Raleigh to Salisbury
searching for a readable copy. We appreciate his hard work and his allowing us to distribute his
books for the research of our members and friends. Price including postage - $35.00.

Abstracts of Deed Books 35-39, 1841 - 1853. Sixth in the series by James W. Kluttz. Soft cover,
295 pages in the usual readable text that is easy to follow. Rowan County Watercourse Map Circa
1790 included in back. Now available, including postage - $35.00.




Pedigree Charts for the members of The Genealogical Society of Rowan County. Eight Volumes
containing all the information available on the pedigree charts contributed by our members. Sure
bind, soft cover, all contain approximately 200 pages with full name index. Price including postage -
$20.00 per volume.

THE HERITAGE OF ROWAN COUNTY - contains 820 family histories (written by the families
themselves), who have connections to the county. There are 200 pages of local history which
contain physical descriptions of the county and colorful histories of the people. in addition, there are
70 patron/honor pages which give in depth information on some of the local industries and their
founders. The price of this one-of-a-kind book is $75.00 plus $6.00 postage. North Carolina
residents please add 7.5% ($5.63) tax.

Index of Loose Estate Papers for Rowan County, NC - Strip bound, soft cover, alphabetical

listings. 70 reels of microfilm containing every kind of legal paper necessary to close an estate.
Guardian bonds, estate sales, appointing of administrators, names of children, and other valuable
information. Book includes the number of the reel at the top of the page, name of the deceased,
date of the papers, and number of frames contained in the each record. Examples of the
information also shown. Price including postage - $20.00.

Rowan County, North Carolina, Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 1815 - 1816 - Strip bound,

soft cover, 228 pages with full name index - contents of court minutes recorded verbatim. Price
including postage - $25.00

Rowan County, North Carolina, Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 1817-1818 - Strip bound,
soft cover, 268 pages with full name index - contents of court minutes recorded verbatim. Price

including postage - $25.00

Rowan County North Carolina Cohabitation Bonds - A valuable resource for black genealogy.
A soft cover, sure-bind, containing 69 pages. Full name index. Price including postage - $15.00.

Early Landowners of Rowan County, NC 1753-1810 — by James W. Kiuttz - This set consists of
6 maps (24" x 36") of Rowan County with an index. The maps were first published in 1995. Mr.

Kluttz, a professional engineer and land surveyor, has remapped and extended the Randleman
maps to include the entire area within present day Rowan County, showing 1,200 landowners
between 1753-1810, with creeks, townships, churches, and highways clearly marked, and including
names of the grantor/grantee, dates of deeds, and shapes and size of each property. The maps are
marked with a match line so than can be put together easily. Maps are shipped in a mailing tube.
Price including tax and postage - $35.00

These maps are also available for online research at the website for the Rowan County
Library — www.rowanpubliclibrary.org

Digital Copies of Previous Journals — You can now own digital copies of Genealogical Journals
beginning with Volume 1 from 1972. Copies are sent one series per thumb drive at a cost of $20
each, which includes postage. Journals are stored in PDF format and are searchable. Please
indicate your choice as follows: Series 1: Volumes 1-10 / Series 2: Volumes 11-20 /

Series 3: Volumes 21-31
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ORDER FORM FOR PUBLICATIONS

AVAILABLE THROUGH THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ROWAN COUNTY
Mail orders to: Post Office Box 4305, Salisbury, North Carolina 28145-4305 - Tax #56-1608800

1860 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule $28.00 $
1870 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule 26.00
1880 Rowan County Census and Mortality Schedule 26.00

1800 Rowan County Census - Vol 1/28.00 Vol 2/28.00 ___ Set/50.00

Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume | 28.00 o
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume [l 35.00 o
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume lll 25.00 o
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume IV 24.00 -
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume V 24.00 -
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume Vi 29.00 .
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume Vi 25.00 -
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume ViIil 28.00 I
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume IX 28.00 o
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume X 28.00 o
Rowan County Cemeteries - Volume XI 28.00 o
Rowan County Cemetery Indices — Volume 1: A-La 20.00 o
Rowan County Cemetery Indices — Volume 2: Le-Z 20.00 e
Plus Postage - $5.00 per volume o
Rowan Memorial Park Cemetery Book #1 35.00 -
Abstracts of Deed Books # Years 35.00 each
Index of Loose Estate Papers for Rowan County 20.00 I
Rowan County Court of P & Q Sessions 1817-1818 25.00 o
Rowan County Court of P & Q Sessions 1815-1816 25.00 -
Heritage of Rowan County - 75.00

Plus $6.00 postage, North Carolina residents please add 7.5% tax - $5.63

—_—

Early Landowners/Rowan County - Kluttz Maps — includes tax and postage - 35.00

Digital Journal Copies — Series 1, Series 2 or Series 3, $20 each which includes
storage drive and postage

June 2019
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OR RENEWAL
for 2019

Date

Membership is open to anyone who is interested in genealogical research and the

promotion of genealogy in Rowan County.

New Member Renewal
Name Telephone
Street Address Email:
City State Zip
Individual Membership $20.00
Family Membership $25.00

Please list family members included in this application:

_Sponsor $50.00

Surnames you are researching (please limit to 10):

Checks should be made payable to: The Genealogical Society of Rowan County
Mail to: Post Office Box 4305; Salisbury, NC 28145-4305
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TRADE POLICY FOR THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ROWAN COUNTY

GSRC will trade with any other genealogical society in North Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina, and
Tennessee for an equal sized Journal. Please send a copy for review.

All other Journals will be reviewed by active members before trading. Other interested states are
invited to join our membership and receive our Journal as individuals.

Dues are payable on or before January 1 for the following year. If not received by March 1,
your name will be dropped from the mailing list. If membership is reinstated later you will be
required to pay postage for back issues. The current postal rate is $2.25 per issue.

RESEARCHERS

Please send what information you have available to the following researcher if you would like more
in-depth research done on a particular topic. Please contact Ms. Finnie regarding fees.

Cathy Finnie

225 Acorn Oaks Drive
Salisbury, NC 28146
laterragenealo mail.com

Those wishing to give research help to others, please feel free to contact the Society and have your
name added to the list. There are always members living away that need your help.

ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

Genealogical Society of Rowan County North Carolina Genealogical Society
Post Office Box 4305 Post Office Box 1492
Salisbury, NC 28145-4305 Raleigh, NC 27602
Dues: $20.00 individual
$25.00 family Dues: $40.00 Individual -
Renewals postmarked before
10 January may deduct $5.00.

PLEASE CONTACT THESE ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTLY
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION



THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF ROWAN COUNTY

POST OFFICE BOX 4305
SALISBURY, NC, 28145-4305

Return Service Requested

June 2019
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OFFICERS OF THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ROWAN COUNTY 2019

President

Vice President

Recording Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Chairman

Joumnal Editor

Bob Bruce
thebruceusa42@hotmail.com

Steve Simpson

Ssimpson003@carolina.rr.com

Margaret Velardo

mvelardo41@yahoo.com

Susan G. Sides
susansides@carolina.rr.com

Barbara Bruce

babsaroo@hotmail.com

Leslie A. Black
mapablak@gmail.com

NOTE: The Genealogical Society of Rowan County now has an email.

If you have questions, concerns or queries, please contact us at:

GenSocRowan@outlook.com




