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School	alumni	and	other	mem-
bers	 of	 the	 local	 black	 commu-
nity	 last	 November	 when	 they	
visited	McLaughlin’s	classroom.	

Euzelle	 Smith	 told	 students	
about	 the	 first	 horse	 race	 she	
went	to,	while	former	alderman	
Braxton	 Foushee	 spoke	 about	
protesting	 in	 segregated	 busi-
nesses	on	Franklin	Street	before	
integration.	

“Most	[of	the	memories]	were	
about	 protesting,	 and	 the	 jobs	
that	 they	 had	 to	 do,”	 student	
Carolyn	Frederick	said.	“I	knew	
that	 that	had	happened	to	peo-
ple,	but	I	thought	it	was	interest-
ing	 that	 the	 people	 it	 had	 hap-
pened	 to	were	 in	 the	 classroom	
telling	us	about	it.”	

Rhys	 Thomas	 said	 he	 chose	
to	 write	 about	 the	 memories	 of	
Curtis	 Harper,	 who	 told	 stu-
dents	 about	 fighting	 white	 chil-
dren	 when	 he	 walked	 through	
the	white	neighborhood	to	get	to	
school.	

Harper	 eventually	 befriended	
one	of	the	white	children,	and	the	
two	pretended	to	fight	in	front	of	
the	other	children.	

“It	 seemed	 very	 interesting	
that	they	would	get	along,”	Rhys	
said.	“They	were	fighting	before,	
but	now	they	get	along.”	

McLaughlin’s	 class	 two	 years	
ago	did	 a	 similar	 project,	 result-
ing	 in	 the	 book	 Their	 History,	
Our	 Future.	 McLaughlin,	 who	
has	taught	for	25	years,	including	
eight	 at	McDougle,	 said	 she	got	
the	idea	from	another	project	she	
did	with	students.	

“It	 all	 got	 started	 when	 the	
three	 little	 African-American	
boys	I	had	the	year	before	did	a	
book	on	African-American	entre-
preneurs,”	she	said.

The	boys	had	wanted	to	enter	
an	 essay	 contest	 about	 African-
American	 entrepreneurs,	 but	
McLaughlin	 realized	 they	didn’t	

know	who	any	local	black	entre-
preneurs	were.	

To	 help	 them	 research	 the	
project,	 McLaughlin	 spent	 two	
teacher	workdays	taking	the	boys	
to	 different	 local	 black-owned	
businesses.	

The	 boys	 brought	 a	 camera,	
took	 notes	 and	 distributed	 busi-
ness	 cards,	 made	 for	 them	 by	
McLaughlin,	 to	 the	 different	
business	owners.

With	 the	 information	 they	
collected,	the	boys	put	together	
a	 book,	 which	 they	 published	
using	grant	funding	and	dona-
tions,	and	then	sold.	The	book,	
which	McLaughlin	describes	as	
“like	a	little	directory	of	black	
businesses,”	was	extremely	well	
received,	but	left	readers	want-
ing	more.

McLaughlin	 said	 members	
of	 the	 black	 community	 told	
her	they	were	worried	the	sto-
ries	and	memories	of	the	older	
black	generation	would	get	lost,	
so	she	had	her	students	talk	to	
black	 community	 members	
and	 write	 stories	 about	 their	
memories.	

After	 choosing	 a	 memory,	
the	 students	 got	 started	 writ-
ing.	McLaughlin	 said	her	 stu-
dents	have	struggled	a	bit	with	
their	stories,	but	are	slowly	but	

surely	 plugging	 along.	 After	
completing	their	stories,	they’ll	
draw	 illustrations	 to	 comple-
ment	their	writing.	

While	 the	 project	 has	 cer-
tainly	 helped	 to	 improve	 the	
students’	 writing	 skills,	 it	 also	
has	provided	them	with	the	op-
portunity	to	get	to	know	a	group	
they	 might	 not	 have	 otherwise	

known,	McLaughlin	said.	
McLaughlin,	 who	 grew	 up	

in	Chapel	Hill,	said	she	too	has	
enjoyed	meeting	the	people	she	
has	through	the	project.	

“It’s	 provided	 me	 with	 a	
huge	 opportunity	 to	 get	 to	
know	 people	 who	 were	 prac-
tically	 invisible	 when	 I	 was	
growing	 up,”	 she	 said.	 “I	 just	

have	 been	 very,	 very	 grateful	
for	this	opportunity	myself.”	

McLaughlin	hopes	the	book	
will	 be	 printed	 by	 the	 end	 of	
the	school	year.	After	publica-
tion,	 the	 students	will	 sell	 the	
books	 at	 fairs,	 and	 proceeds	
will	be	donated	to	 the	Chapel	
Hill-Carrboro	 Public	 School	
Foundation.	

Lunch Menus
FEb. 15-21

every meal is served 
with a choice of milk. 
Breakfast is served daily.

ELEMEntary

Friday — macaroni & 
Cheese w/ Wheat roll; 
Corn Dog; Sweet Yellow 
Corn; Tossed Salad w/ 
Dressing
Tuesday — Sloppy Joe on 
a Bun; Cheese Quesa-
dilla w/ Salsa; “Fun on the 
run”; Spanish rice; Broc-
coli Cuts; Strawberry 
Cup

Wednesday — Turkey 
& Noodles w/ Wheat 
roll; Cheeseburger 
on a Bun w/ Lettuce & 
Tomato; oven Baked 
French Fries; Coleslaw

Thursday — Cheese 
pizza; pepperoni pizza; 
Ham & Cheese Sub; “Fun 
on the run”; Sweet Yel-
low Corn; Fresh Banana

MiddLE & HigH

Friday — Chicken & 
Noodles w/ Wheat roll; 
meatball Sub; garden 
peas; Tossed Salad w/ 
Dressing; Fresh Banana

Tuesday — rotini w/ 
Spaghetti Sauce & garlic 
Bread; Hot Dog on a Bun; 
Collard greens; Choco-
late pudding

Wednesday — Beef 
Burrito w/ Salsa; Chicke 
patty Sandwich w/ 
Cheese; Sweet Yellow 
Corn; Tossed Salad w/ 
Dressing; Chilled apricots

Thursday — Fried 
Chicken w/ Wheat roll; 
grilled Cheese Sandwich; 
mixed Vegetables; Chilled 
pears; Fruited gelatin

Your Category and Your Listing
Here Will Promote Your Valuable Service

to Your Customers

To place your listing call Marilyn Fontenot at 942-2100, 
fax your information to 942-2195 

or email marilyn@carrborocitizen.com

GRAPHIC ARTS

Bud Matthews Services
Appliance service for all major brands

Repair and replacement of heat and air
Serving Chapel Hill & Carrboro since 1981
Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

CLEANING SERVICE

Bud Matthews Home Repair & Improvement
Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, remodeling and 
repair. - Licensed, insured. All work fully guaranteed. 
Member: Chamber of Commerce, Better Business 

Bureau - Office: 919-929-0203  Fax: 919-933-6449

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Service Directory
5,000 copies distributed weekly. Call 919-942-2100 to place your ad.

$12 per week * 5 lines * MiniMuM 4 weeks

APPLIANCES

Archer Graphics
Signs and Gallery

Custom Design for Visual Arts
from Hand Painted to Digital. Since 1975

206 E. Main ~ Carrboro ~ 929-7522

KIM’S CLEANING SERVICES
Local, hardworking, experienced housekeeper.

References available, reasonable rates.
Weekly or Biweekly, special occasions

Please call 919-942-0382

TAx REfuNdS - fAST!
LIBERty tAx SERVICE

Efile, 24 hour tax refunds, free Tax IDs!
602-L2 Jones Ferry Road, in the Food Lion

shopping center behind Burger King.
(919) 933-9435

Archer Graphics MOVING around March 
of this year. We are in search of space. 
Buy or lease @ 800 sq ft, in Carrboro 

please call 929-7522 Ronnie

SUBSCRIBE TO THE CITIZEN
If you live in Carrboro or Chapel Hill, you can now subscribe to

THE CARRBORO CITIZEN

1 YEAR - $26  •  6 MONTHS - $15  •  3-MONTH TRIAL - $10
www.carrborocitizen.com
delivery@carrborocitizen

919-942-2100
309 Weaver St., Suite 300

Contact Info:

Please see our delivery area map at carrborocitizen.com/subscribe

recycling 
is fun!

Artisan:
Ray Baldauf 
sheetrocker / runner / 
ham radio operator

Peck and Artisans
green builders
9338485

photo by amy thomas  
rebecca Clark recalls childhood memories for fifth-graders gena Weinberg (left) and Charlotte Deming.

Send us 
your snaps!

Do you have any pictures or
announcements for our school page? 
Send them to:  susan@carrborocitizen.com

photo by amy thomas  
Curtis Harper shares childhood memories with fifth-grader Daniel margolis.


