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Carrboro o≠ers an 
alternative to campus

By Chelsey Dulaney
Staff Writer

With all the restaurants, stores 
and hangouts on Franklin Street 
— where students venture to once 
they tire of dining hall food — it’s 
easy to forget that there’s a world 
outside of Chapel Hill.

But just a little more than a 
mile from the heart of campus lies 
the town of Carrboro — Chapel 
Hill’s eclectic sister.

“Free trade” and “organic-
grown” signs line the walls of 
many of the town’s restaurants, 
grocery stores and storefronts.

One of the most popular spots 
in Carrboro is the Open Eye Cafe, 
a coffee shop located on South 
Greensboro Street that has served 
as an alternative to the library for 
students for almost 10 years.

Professional baristas make cof-
fee from farms across the world, 
and it’s all direct trade and organ-
ically grown.

Miles Murray, an Open Eye 
barista, said the most popular 
drink at the cafe is the cappuccino.

“We take coffee very seriously, 
here,” he said. “It’s a completely 
different experience than any-
where else.”

So whether you need a place to 
study, hang out with a friend or 
just get away for awhile, Open Eye 
has it all — even cupcakes.

Another legendary part of 
Carrboro is Cat’s Cradle, a small 
live music venue that hosts big 
time performers at a college bud-
get price.

General admission tickets 
usually cost less than $30, and 
notable past performers include 
Citizen Cope, The Weepies, The 

Psychedelic Furs and many other 
bands that patrons might find at 
Bonnaroo.

Carrboro also hosts an impres-
sive amount of dining options.

In addition to the many unique 
restaurants — including Tyler’s 
Restaurant & Taproom and 
Southern Rail, which is a restau-
rant inside of vintage railroad cars 
— Carrboro is home to Weaver 
Street Market.

The market is a community-
owned store that sells a variety 
of organic, locally-grown foods. 
There is also a cafe with prepared 
organic food and a salad bar.

Lori Washington, who has 

worked at the market for more 
than six years, said her favorite 
part about the market is the qual-
ity of its meat and produce.

“We have good healthy food,” 
she said. “Whatever you’re putting 
in your mouth, you know is good.”

Joe Eisen, a Chapel Hill resi-
dent, said he comes to the market 
at least once a day.

“The food is great and it’s fun 
to get food and eat outside with 
friends,” he said. “Carrboro is just 
a completely different vibe. It’s 
comfortable to be in.”

Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.
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Miles Murray prepares a coffee at the Open Eye Cafe, a local laid back 
cafe featuring direct trade, organically grown coffee and other drinks.

Staying Connected...
It’s just what parents do.

G e n e r a l  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n

•  Carolina Alumni Review – As a 
GAA member, you’ll receive our
bimonthly award-winning magazine.
Each edition contains campus news
and articles on the issues affecting
students.

•  Out of the Blue – Stay informed
between issues of the Review. 
GAA members are automatically
subscribed to this monthly 
e-newsletter.

•  Local connections – Carolina Clubs
are located in approximately 100
areas and provide opportunities for
you to meet other parents, alumni
and students.

•  The Carolina Club – Planning regular
campus visits? GAA members who
are at least 21 years old may join
The Carolina Club, a member-
supported social and dining club
located in the heart of campus.

The GAA welcomes Carolina parents. For only $40/year, we can help open a window
to your student’s world. Stop by the George Watts Hill Alumni Center during C-TOPs,
give us a call at (800) 962–0742 or join securely online at alumni.unc.edu/join.

Whether you’re as close as Durham or as far away as
California, staying in touch is part of your parental job
description. The UNC General Alumni Association can
help you connect to your student’s Carolina experience. 

Stay informed. Become a GAA member today. 
It’s just what you do.
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 all day.
 every day.

 we’re here
 for you.

 KNOWLEDGE IS EMPOWERMENT
 Call   P REGNANCY  S UPPORT  S ERVICES   f or:

 Chapel Hill: 919-942-7318 or Durham: 919-490-0203
 www.trianglepregnancysupport.com

d  Free & confidential pregnancy tests
d  Free limited ultrasound & STD testing
d  Community Resources  www.heelshousing.com
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 Looking for a
      place
        to live?

 Find all 
 the  conveniences 
 of your new  neighborhood 
 in one place...

 Search by
  distance to 
   the pit!


