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Tar Heel baseball one year wiser

dth file/stephen mitchell

levi michael moves from his spot at third base last season to shortstop 
after leading the team in on-base-plus-slugging percentage in 2009.

by AAron tAube
assistant sports editor

The North Carolina base-
ball team opened its season in 
California this past weekend a 
year older and charged with the 
increased responsibility of return-
ing the program back to its previ-
ous level of success.

After last year’s inexperienced 
squad missed the College World 
Series for the first time in four 
years, this year’s No. 21 Diamond 
Heels (4-0) think they have the 
maturity and the depth to make it 
back to Omaha, Neb.

“We felt a little momentum 
coming into this season and moti-
vation in the offseason to get back 
to Omaha,” junior catcher Jacob 
Stallings said. “We didn’t want to 
miss it again.”

Last year’s squad featured 17 
newcomers who improved as the 
season progressed, but missed the 
ACC Tournament for the first time 
since it switched to its current for-
mat in 2006 and lost to Oklahoma 
in the regional finals of the NCAA 
Tournament.

Chief among UNC’s flaws a 
year ago was a young bullpen 
that at times lost its composure in 

key spots, most notably a ninth-
inning meltdown that resulted in 
a Georgia Tech sweep.

In four wins this past week-
end, one against No. 8 Cal State 
Fullerton, four freshman relievers 
helped the bullpen post a ster-
ling 1.17 ERA in 15 1/3 innings 
pitched.

Leading the charge was senior 
righty Greg Holt, who earned wins 
against Cal Poly and CSF in strik-
ing out six batters in 4 2/3 innings 
of scoreless work.

“It’s early, so the jury’s still out,” 
UNC coach Mike Fox said. “I 
thought last year we had a young 
bullpen, we had a thin bullpen. I 
think our bullpen’s deeper and if 
it’s deeper, it’s usually going to be 
fresher.”

The bridge to the bullpen will 
rely heavily on the performance of 
junior Patrick Johnson, who will 
compete for the first starter slot 
after Matt Harvey was selected in 
the first round of the MLB draft by 
the New York Mets.

Johnson was second among 
UNC starters with a 3.71 ERA last 
season, but the other two start-
ers who will take the mound for 
UNC this weekend against Seton 

Hall — Michael Morin and Chris 
Munnelly — both had ERAs above 
5.00 a year ago.

At the plate, the Tar Heels will 
be paced by junior shortstop Levi 
Michael, who moves from third 
base after leading the team with a 
1.055 on-base-plus-slugging per-
centage last season.

In the outfield, UNC will look 
to replace the defense of gradu-
ated center fielder Mike Cavasinni 
and production of talented fresh-
man right fielder Brian Goodwin, 
suspended for this season for aca-
demic reasons before transferring 
to Miami Dade College.

Senior Ben Bunting slides to 
center field, replaced in left by 
freshman Parks Jordan, a mem-
ber of UNC’s sixth-ranked recruit-
ing class that Johnson says will be 
pivotal to UNC extending its win 
streak.

“We played a lot of young guys, 
but they’re mature for their age,” 
Johnson said. “Last weekend we 
stepped up getting big hits in big 
situations and made big pitches in 
big situations.”

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

The Tar Heels are now left 
scrambling for answers as to what 
has gone wrong. Despite the los-
ing streak, Shegog knows this 
group has what it takes to make 
the necessary amendments before 
the postseason.

“I’m more confident than I’ve 
been in the past because we don’t 
have a lot of underclassmen,” 
Shegog said. “The majority of the 
team has been through what we’re 
going through now so it’s nothing 
new for any of the players.”

Hatchell had a possible solution 
for getting the team on track — 
getting Breland back to form. The 
senior forward had just four points 
Thursday night and Hatchell 
believes she is the key to the team’s 
success down the stretch.

“We’ve got to get Jessica playing 
better,” Hatchell said. “She’s not 
playing very well, offense, defense, 
everything.”

But Hatchell knows all is not 
lost and Breland and the rest of the 
team can get right in time for the 
postseason.

“The last game is Sunday, then 
the ACC Tournament is like a new 
season.”

 
Contact the Sports Editor 

at sports@dailytarheel.com.
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compiled by Jonathan Jones

maryland vs.
no. 19 north carolina

(21-6, 11-2 acc)smith center, 7:45 p.m.

heAd-to-heAd

Frontcourt

Backcourt

Bench

Intangibles

The Bottom Line — North Carolina 76, Maryland 69

With more teams using zone and becom-
ing more physical in the paint, Kendall 
marshall’s passing lanes have been tougher 
to find. but dexter strickland is re-finding 
his form and penetrating to the basket 
where marshall’s passes can’t fit. i’m giving 
this one to the tar heels.            edge: unC

there’s something to say for n.c. state’s 
game plan of doubling John henson 
and tyler Zeller every time they touch 
the ball in the paint. maryland’s Jordan 
Williams is a much better player than any 
forward the Wolfpack put on the court on 
Wednesday.                   edge: maryland

ladies and gentlemen, the Unc bench 
is finally hitting shots once again. leslie 
mcdonald knocked down a couple against 
n.c. state, but it’s not enough when the 
tar heels are using four players off the 
bench and they combine for 13 points. the 
terps should exploit that. edge: maryland

i know i used this intangible last week, but 
it’s still just as important this week. north 
carolina hasn’t dropped a game at home 
in the past 366 days. the tar heels protect 
the home court very well no matter how 
poorly they may be shooting from the field 
on a given night.                      edge: unC

(18-10, 7-6 acc)
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dth PICks oF the week
The DTH SportsFriday staff and one celebrity compete to pick the winners of the 

biggest ACC and national college basketball games each week.
if you’ve read this section any time during 

the past month or so, you can just skip this next 
paragraph about assistant sports editor aaron 
taube dominating the competition.

though taube was outpaced last week by 
editor-in-chief sarah frier’s 6-2 record, frier’s 
.500 picking percentage still leaves her eight 
picks behind the north shore soothsayer.

though frier picked up a game on taube, 
he still managed to increase his lead over 
second-place sports editor Jonathan Jones to 
seven due to Jones’ putrid 3-5 week.

it was a down week for the pickers, with 
five panelists finishing at .500 or below. 
not a single one of them correctly predicted 
Virginia’s victory against rival Virginia tech. 

senior writer louie horvath’s 2-6 record 
dropped the d.c. ambassador below .500, 
meaning a trained monkey that knew noth-
ing about sports would likely outpick him if 
given the chance. dth sports is in search of 
funding for this project.

between Jones and horvath is a four-way 
tie between the remaining pickers at 26-22, 
making this week a pivotal for middle-of-the-
pack positioning.

this week’s guest is Joe ovies, who co-hosts 
the top-rated sports talk show in the triangle 
on 99.9 the fan weekdays at 3 p.m.

ovies likes steve lavin’s st. John’s red 
storm to continue its surprising success this 
week at Villanova, saying “fueled by copious 

radio talk extraordinaire 
Joe Ovies returns to picks 
of the week to provide his 
snark during basketball 
season. check him out on 
twitter @joeovies and his 
show on 99.9 fm the fan.

amounts of hair gel, the red storm are dan-
gerous.”

ovies fears the wrath of all-world byU guard 
Jimmer fredette’s posse, picking the cougars 
to take down san diego state because “the 
Jimmer is like bieber, say something bad and 
his minions will come after you, so i’ll take 
byU.”

www.waxcenter.com

Raleigh - Brier Creek
8201 Brier Creek Parkway Suite #103

Raleigh, NC 27617
(Brier Creek Commons)

Durham - Southpoint
6911 Fayetteville Road

Durham, NC 27713
(Renaissance Center Southpoint)

Get Ready for Spring...

CALL NOW TO MAKE 
YOUR RESERVATION!

919.806.5929

Franchise Opportunities Available

*No purchase necessary, fi rst time guests only, 
see store for details. Must be local state resident.

Women: Free Bikini Line, Eye Brow or Under Arm.
Men: Free Eye Brow, Ear or Nose.

0294_Newspaper_Durham_B.indd   1 2/14/11   4:34 PM

 25 BEERS ON TAP     17 WINES BY THE GLASS

 HOME OF THE FAMOUS BRIXX SALAD

 Complimentary 
 appetizer with
 dinner for two

 Expires 2/28/11

 domestic microbrews 
 only $1.95

 ALL bottles of wine   1 / 2  price

 mondays

 Sundays

 Chapel hill’s best brick oven pizza

 OPEN LATE NIGHT TIL 1:00AM

 Mon-Sat 11 am   t o  1 am   •   SundayS  11 am   t o  11 pm

 www.brixxpizza.com

 919.929.1942
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 PARK & RIDE TO THE GAME
 (ACROSS FROM THE FRIDAY CENTER)

 405987.CRTR

 Downtown Chapel Hil l
 942-PUM P

 106 W. Franklin St.
 (Next to He’s Not Here)

 www.yogurtpump.com  Mon-Thurs 11am-11 pm
 Fri & Sat 11am-11:30pm • Sun 12pm-11pm

 Serving the Hill Since 1982

 Truly Carolina’s Finest!


