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I have been getting my hair cut by the same hairdresser since I moved to North Carolina in fourth grade, which as of now, is twelve years.  If I need to, I will drive three and a half hours to my hometown, get my hair cut and return back to Chapel Hill within 24 hours.  Crazy, I know.  Getting your hair cut is not just about getting a good trim or cheap deal, but it is also about the experience.  Although I get all of these at my hairdresser at home, I continue to go because I feel comfortable.


Do men only have one barber who they only trust too?  Barber shops intrigued me because I had never been in one and I felt it was a male-only domain.  When thinking about a project subject, I wanted to capture moments that people are so accustomed to doing that they are overlooked and not thought about twice.  Ever since we were children we have been getting our haircut, either by our parents, friends, barbers or hairdressers.  Being familiar with salons, I wanted to explore an area unknown, unfussy and down-to-earth.   

One myth I have now dispelled from my mind is that barber shops are only comprised of male barbers.  Incorrect.  At Midway Barber Shop, a barber shop in Carrboro, there is a female barber who cuts hair and runs the company.  Another myth I was incorrect about was that there are only old barbers.  In both barber shops I went to, Midway and Chapel Hill Barber Shop there were young, middle aged and old barbers.  Barber shops are not archaic establishments that I had thought all along.  


I quickly became a regular at the barber shops and enjoyed spending time and photographing the different customers.  I had almost become their personal photographer and the owner at Chapel Hill Barber Shop joked about adopting me.  The barber shops are not just a place to get your haircut but also a social scene.  People passing by would stop in to chat or hang out for a while without even getting their hair cut.  Every time I photographed I made sure I was dressed comfortably, jeans, t-shirt and sneakers.  Regardless of how many times I visited the barber shops, one customer would always point out my sneakers and say, “You are wearing new sneakers, nice.”  


At this point in the semester I feel like I could go to the barber shops, sit down and hang out.  I like that feeling –being able to walk into a place where you are a minority and somewhat misplaced and feel comfortable to just chat.  Just the other day I turned to a customer in Midway Barber Shop and asked how long he had been coming to get his hair cut.  He said 20 years and counting – he knows the people, likes the environment and has been coming for years – comfortable.  

This has been by far the best class I have taken at Carolina.  In class you inspired me with your amazing photographs and personal stories of how you touched the lives of others; learned about famous photographers work; and listened to other skilled photographers talk about their experiences.  Out of class I was able to experience something I could not have in class – an acceptance into a community through photography.  My pictures may not be outstanding or Photoshoped professionally, but to me this class was not about that.  It was about connecting with a community and showing it through my photographic eye and encountering something no other class could have taught me.  Thank you.  
