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Dad, you won.  You can go home now. - Jay Paterno, speaking at the memorial service for his 
father, former Penn State football coach Joe Paterno

cryptoquote answer: Game Over
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Dan Ryon
Financial Advisor
205 West Main Street, Suite 101
Carrboro, NC  27510
Bus. 919-933-3191

Investments
Retirement Planning Services
Education Savings
Financial Assessments
Free Portfolio Reviews
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Member SIPC

Let's talk!
We offer gentle and 
proven pain relief.

Neville Chiropractic Center
505 W. Main Street, Carrboro
967-7887
nevillechiropractic.com

Dr. Wanda Neville

Suffering from joint or back pain?

•	UPS	&	Freight	Shipping
•	Document	Shredding
•	Mailbox	&	Postal	Services
•	Color	&	BW	Printing
•	Moving	Supplies
•	Passport	Photos
•	Notary	Services
•	Business	Cards
•	Document	Design	Services

Carrboro Plaza Shopping Center
MoN-FRI	8-6:30	•	SAT	10-5
919-918-7161
store3651@theupsstore.com

©2003 United Parcel Service, Inc.

For the Love of 

Carrboro 

Couples Special

Passport Photos - Buy 

one, get one free!

CONCERTS:

AMERICAN ROOTS SERIES
WANDA JACKSON • FRI FEB 10

EXTREME GUITAR DUO  
FEAT. KEITH KNIGHT & DON ALDER  •  SUN FEB 12

JOHN MCCUTCHEON  •  FRI FEB 24
NC PERCUSSIVE DANCE REVUE • SAT FEB 25

THE BOXCARS • FRI MAR 16
MOUNTAIN HEART • SAT MAR 17

LEO KOTTKE  •  TUE MAR 27
DARRELL SCOTT  •  SAT MAR 31

CELTIC CONCERT SERIES
SCYTHIAN • THU MAR 15
LUNASA  •  FRI MAR 23

ARTSCENTER STAGE:
THE MONTI’S 4TH ANNUAL HIPPO AWARDS • THU FEB 9
TRANSACTORS IMPROV: THE LOVE SHOW • SAT FEB 11

SupERFuN FAmily ShOwS:
PUSS IN BOOTS • SAT FEB 25 AT 11AM

For more information or to order tickets call 
929-2787 x201 or go to artscenterlive.org
ArtSchool registration now open!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

WHY PARANORMAL  
IS THE NEW NORMAL

with journalist & author Steve Volk
Friday, February 10th   7:30-9:00 pm

Stedman Auditorium, Duke Center For Living Campus
3475 Erwin Road, Durham NC 27705

Rhine members $15 • non-members $20 • students $10
Steve’s book “FRINGOLOGY” will be available

Coming February 24: PAUL SMITH on DOWSING
919-309-4600 or www.rhine.org/events

THE RHINE RESEARCH CENTER IS A 503(C) NON-PROFIT ORGANIzATION. 
DONATIONS ARE TAx DEDUCTIbLE.

The building, which previ-
ously housed the WCOM radio 
station and Community Realty, 
was sold by Weaver Street Mar-
ket to Revco, a subsidiary of 
CVS Caremark, in 2010. CVS 
has proposed a two-story devel-
opment on the property, includ-
ing a CVS on the ground floor, 
which will be considered by the 
Carrboro Board of Aldermen 
this spring. 

What went down
During Saturday’s demon-

stration, the doors to the empty 
building were standing open, 
but none among several of the 
occupiers questioned would 
or could say how entry to the 
building was gained. Inside the 
building, banners reading “Oc-
cupy Everything” and “Capital-
ism Values Suffering” had been 
hung, and the words “Carrboro 
Commune” and an anarchist 
symbol had been painted on the 
wall. About 20 people were in-
side the building. 

Carrboro police and Mayor 
Mark Chilton were on the scene 
within an hour of the occupa-
tion. Chilton entered the build-
ing with police and asked the 
protesters to leave. They refused.

Meanwhile, police prevented 
a Domino’s Pizza deliveryman 
from delivering a pizza that dem-
onstrators had apparently or-
dered. Protesters responded with 
cries of “Free the pizza!” Police 
also confiscated a generator that 

had been brought to power the 
building.

Several hours after his first re-
quest, Chilton again asked that 
the occupiers leave the building. 

“As the mayor explained, you 
are breaking and entering right 
now,” Carrboro police Capt. 
Walter Horton said. “We have 
given everybody an opportunity 
to walk out and leave without 
any charges being pressed, but if 
you remain in this building you 
are subject to arrest.” 

Chilton and Horton then left 
the building to a chorus of boos, 
while someone in the crowd 
yelled out to Horton, “Many 
cops have killed themselves. 
Why don’t you?” 

Soon after Chilton and Hor-
ton left, the group slowly began 
to vacate the building, carrying 
out extension cords, pamphlet 
holders, pieces of wood and pots 
and pans containing various 
food items. 

Though the occupiers did 
heed the warnings of the police 
and leave, they did not go qui-
etly. A verbal exchange erupted 
on the sidewalk in front of the 
contended building, as a mem-
ber of the group who identified 
himself as Johnny Moran gave 
statements to the press while ar-
guing with the mayor. 

Moran said the group was 
taking back the building to turn 
it into a community center for 
the town that could potentially 
host a free school for children or 
provide free health care. 

“Because I make barely above 
minimum wage, because the 
only thing between me and get-

ting evicted is two months rent, I 
am sick of living in a society like 
this,” Moran said. 

He added that the cops were 
acting as an army of greed and 
wealth, saying it was their fault 
some people are barely surviving. 

“Every time a hungry family 
can’t get what’s in that grocery 
store over there, there is one 
army between them and the 
food they need,” he yelled out to 
the crowd. 

“You are trying to give my 
police department a bad name,” 
Chilton told Moran. “You are 
full of crap.” 

Chilton asked Moran to ex-
plain to him his views, but Mo-
ran refused. “I am an anarchist,” 
he said. “That means I don’t have 
dialogue with the government or 
police.”

As the argument came to an 
end, Moran assured Chilton that 
the group would be back soon. 

“The worse things get, the 
more we will do,” he said

Once everyone had vacated 
the building, police officers 
blocked the entrance to prevent 
re-entry.

The demonstrators chanted, 
“F*** the pigs, we don’t need 
them, all we want is freedom, 
freedom,” as the police sur-
rounded the building and later 
chained the doors. 

Reactions
Though separate events, 

members of the community 
can’t help but draw comparisons 
between the occupation and the 
incidents of Nov. 12-13 at the 
former Yates Motor Co. build-
ing on West Franklin Street in 
Chapel Hill, which concluded 
with a police Special Emergency 
Response Team raid in which 
officers brandished long rifles 
and detained those on the side-

walk outside the entrance of the 
building before rushing inside. 

Sharon Harmon was at the 
Carrboro Century Center when 
she came outside and saw the 
protestors and police across the 
corner. 

“I think that they have two 
completely different views of re-
ality,” she said. “I think people 
on both sides have legitimate 
concerns.” 

“I admire the courage of the 
anarchist to actually demon-
strate some concern, but I also 
should say that I have a great 
deal of admiration of the police 
for keeping calm in this situa-
tion,” she continued. 

As with the Yates incident, 
Occupy Chapel Hill/Carrboro 
released a statement on Monday 
saying that the occupation was 
not an agreed-upon action of its 
general assembly. Some of those 
who have identified themselves 
with Carrboro Commune have 
also identified with the Occupy 
movement.  

Carrboro police Chief Caro-
lyn Hutchison said she believes 
that some of the people involved 
in the occupation could have 
been involved in the Yates build-
ing occupation, though the two 
incidents “are two completely 
separate situations.”  

“It was a very volatile and dif-
ficult situation, and I don’t think 
we could’ve had a better out-
come,” she said. Hutchison said 
there were no arrests made re-
garding the incident and that no 
charges related to the occupation 
will be brought because police 
told demonstrators that if they 
left they would not be charged. 

“We gave our word,” she said. 
“They took the property. We 
took it back to restore order.” 

“There was enforcement ac-
tion out there. The enforcement 
involved the departure of the 
people that were breaking the 
law,” Hutchison continued. “If 
the goal was to secure the prop-
erty, we did that.” 

However, Hutchison said, it 
would be incorrect to assume 
that there would be no arrests if 

a similar occupation were to oc-
cur in the future. 

“A lot of it depends on the 
behavior and the decisions of 
the peoples who are breaking the 
law,” she said. 

One thing that is never easy, 
Hutchison said, is hearing in-
tensely negative comments from 
demonstrators. 

“Even after 27 years in the 
business, it’s not something that 
I don’t have a response to. It 
takes a tremendous amount of 
discipline, common sense and 
restraint not to engage the nega-
tive behavior,” she said. 

“I think what the anarchists 
are doing is actively engaging in 
dehumanizing the police, mak-
ing us faceless and nameless … 
making us the army of the rich 
and powerful. 

“I’m not rich. If I were moti-
vated by money and power, this 
probably would not be the occu-
pation I would choose. Officers 
are motivated by a desire to help 
people. If it seems that we’re not 
motivated by that, we don’t get 
in the door.” 

Hutchison consulted with 
Chilton and other town officials 
regarding the tactics employed 
on Saturday, but said that in 
most situations she doesn’t col-
laborate with the town. 

“Each situation is different, so 
we have to analyze the elements 
of each particular situation,” she 
said, adding that she is open to 
input from a variety of people in 
various situations. 

However, “I think if a civilian 
without police expertise makes 
an effort to limit police tacti-
cal response to a situation, then 
they’re doing a disservice to the 
entire community and to the po-
lice,” she said. “Our primary goal 
is to protect and serve this com-
munity, and no one should inter-
fere with our ability to do that.” 

Carrboro Board of Alder-
men member Sammy Slade said 
he was glad that the occupation 
ended differently than the Yates 
incident. “We didn’t have to use 
excessive force,” he said, adding 
that he is still concerned about 

the weapons that the police de-
partment has available. 

“I want us to reassess what we 
have,” he said, “for us to really 
put into question whether we 
need that.” 

Slade said he also would like 
to see the community have a dis-
cussion about private property.

“It’s not written in any bio-
logic sense that as humans we 
have to have any relationship 
with property or space,” he said. 
“I think that’s one of the valuable 
contributions that this group is 
making to the community as a 
discussion.” 

But, he added, “Given the law 
and how it is at the state level, 
we’re required to enforce that 
law.” 

“My suspicion is that … we 
do live in a culture that doesn’t 
question private property and 
that enforcement of it is what 
most people want, and so to be 
responsible in this position, I’d 
have to reflect that,” Slade said. 
“If somehow the majority of 
people in town were questioning 
vacant spaces and recognizing 
that that was a form of violence 
too … there may be discretion in 
the timing of when we enforce.” 

Carrboro Commune has an-
nounced that the group will con-
duct “guerrilla gardening” at the 
site on March 17, in which the 
property will be turned into a 
community garden. 

At a meeting called by the 
group on Sunday, Maria Rowan 
said that years ago the commu-
nity envisioned what it would 
like to see at the North Greens-
boro Street property, and that 
none of the ideas proposed in-
cluded a CVS. 

“I think the laws and politics 
that have allowed this piece of 
land to be taken out of commu-
nity control and taken into cor-
porate control” are the problem, 
she said. 

Center Street resident Jeff 
Herrick, who is married to board 
of aldermen member Michelle 
Johnson and has opposed the 
proposed CVS development, 
said he was concerned that the 
actions of the occupiers may have 
negatively impacted the work of 
residents opposing the project. 

“A lot of their information 
is not completely informed,” he 
said, adding that he hasn’t seen 
the demonstrators at the many 
town meetings regarding the 
project. 

“It’s very boring and it’s not as 
exciting as taking over a build-
ing, but that’s the way it works 
in Carrboro.” 

Staff writer Rose Laudicina and 
publisher Robert Dickson contrib-
uted reporting for this article. 
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Mayor Mark Chilton consults with Carrboro police Officer T. Kennedy (left) and Officer T. Coyle on how 
to handle the situation. � Photo by Duncan Hoge

Demonstrators march down West Weaver Street before the 
occupation.  � Photo by Robert Dickson


