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Hans to focus on e∞ciency as leader

By Vinayak Balasubramanian
State & National Editor

After serving as chairwom-
an of the UNC-system Board 
of Governors for four years, 
Hannah Gage’s term ended 
June 30.

The board chose Peter 
Hans, then vice chairman, to 
replace Gage at its June 15 
meeting.

Both leaders have spoken 
about their vision for the 
future, as the UNC system is 
forced to continue finding ways 
to be efficient and effective in 
the fight for state funding.

Gage talks struggle and 
success under her lead 

Gage said her two terms 
have been marked by signifi-

cant economic challenges and 
changes in the state’s political 
leadership.

The system has absorbed 
more than $1 billion in state 
funding cuts over the past five 
years.

 Meanwhile, the board 
approved an average system-
wide tuition and fee increase 
of 8.8 percent, including a 
13.5 percent hike, for in-state 
undergraduates at UNC-
Chapel Hill.

This has led students and 
their families to question the 
viability of the system’s low 
tuition model.

Gage said the economic 
recession and changes in the 
state legislature have made it 
increasingly difficult for the 
UNC system to rely on the 
state for funding.

“Even though the new 
leadership is supportive of the 
university system, funding is 
no longer a slam-dunk.”

She said the system must 
focus on keeping tuition 

affordable.
“If tuition is beyond the 

grasp of state families, we can 
look twenty years down the 
line and see a very uneducat-
ed state,” she said. “Given the 
clear change in demographics 
of our state, affordable tuition 
will be more important.”

Despite the challenges, Gage 
said she was proud of how 
system schools have adapted to 
the changing environment.

Gage said she expects Hans 
to continue many of the same 
initiatives she started when 
his term began July 1.

Peter Hans is the 
new chairman of the 
Board of Governors.

Hannah 
Gage 
served two 
terms as Board 
of Governors 
chairwoman. 
Her term 
ended in June.

Peter Hans  
is the new 
chairman of 
the Board of 
Governors. 
He has served 
on the board 
since 2003.

Hans to focus on better 
managing resources

Hans, a 1991 graduate of 
UNC-CH, said his experience 
with working with legislators 
will help him effectively com-
municate the board’s priori-
ties with legislators.

“Republicans and 
Democrats have been sup-
portive of the UNC system in 
past years, but as the econ-
omy declined, it has forced 
them to make decisions 
between a number of compet-
ing priorities,” he said.

He said his focus as chair-
man will be to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of 
the UNC system. He said this 
is a crucial step in helping the 
university system during try-
ing times.

“We can educate as many 
students as possible at the 

highest quality as possible, 
while doing so at a reasonable 
cost,” he said.

He said the use of online 
technology is a great way to 
save money over time.

Hans said he supports 
returning to former UNC-
system President Erskine 
Bowles’ Four-Year Tuition 
Plan. The 2006 plan holds 
university administrators 
accountable for keeping the 
tuition increases at or below 
a 6.5 percent cap for under-
graduate resident students.

The board currently uses 

the Second Four-Year Plan — 
which allows schools to ask 
for tuition increases above 6.5 
percent for undergraduate 
in-state students in times of 
need.

“It is important for stu-
dents and families to make 
college affordable, and thus 
maintain the state’s consti-
tutional commitment to low 
tuition,” he said.

Hans said the budget 
cuts faced by the state have 
provided an opportunity for 
the board to rethink its pri-
orities. 

“Anytime you recommit to 
setting priorities and increas-
ing collaboration across cam-
puses, that’s a silver lining in 
the cloud,” he said.

Contact the State &  
National Editor at 

state@dailytarheel.com.

(carolina union activities board)
what is 

cuab?
CUAB is a student organization 
that enriches and entertains 
Carolina with movies, music, arts 
& design, comedy and current 
issues. Student run. Student fees.  
Student ideas.    

  want to get 

involved?
Stop by Union 3109 and say hello!
Join our listserv to get updates and
find our table at Fall Fest!

unc.edu/cuab    cuab@unc.edu

(it’s easy!)

whatever you love, cuab wants you.
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AVEDA FOR LESS
INTRODUCTORY OFFER

*new guests only. not valid with other offers. present coupon 
& ID for discount. product discount available day of service only. 

expires 10.31.2012.         NG.DTH.12

$12 haircut  
and 20% off aveda product 

avedainstitutechapelhill.com | 200 w franklin | 919.960.4769

 Meadowmont Village Shopping Center
 107 Meadowmont Village Circle

 Chapel Hill, NC 27514

 919.240.5475  |  www.SouthTheShop.com

 Chapel Hill’s Newest Destination!

 Welcome to 
 CAROLINA!

 411712.CRTR


