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START OF TAPE 1, SIDE A January 12, 1991 

c. VANN WOODWARD: I never met him [Robert Vann, editor of 

the Pittsburgh Courier, a black newspaper]. I always thought of 

him as coming by his name in the way you might suspect. He came 

from North Carolina. My family came from there, the vann part of 

it did, were slave-owning planters. Let's see, there's several 

generations, I think, the first one was the one that surfaced in 

Philadelphia, of any importance. 

JOHN EGERTON: Right. Did you ever see his picture? 

VW: I may have, but I don't know. 

JE: That's Robert vann of Ahoskie. 

VW: Well, he sure looks white to me. 

JE: yeah, he really does. This is an interesting piece out 

of a local history from Ahoskie, in Hertford County, and he talks 

about growing up there. 

VW: That's my people's country all right. 

JE: He was quite a good journalist, and hard hitting. 

Pretty tough fellow. 

VW: ( ) . 

JE: I believe that's right. I just thought I'd bring that 

along to show it to you in case you haven't seen it. 

VW: Probably the nearest kin I've got [laughter] for all I 

know. 

JE: It's quite possible. Do you remember, by chance, 

election night in November of ' 32? I believe you probably were 

at Emory. Were you there by then? 



VW: I would have been teaching at Georgia Tech. 

JE: You were teaching at Tech. So you were in Atlanta. Do 

you by any chance have any particular recollection of that 

election or that victory of Roosevelt, and whether it represented 

any significance in your mind? 

VW: Nothing that flatters the historical mind because I had 

been influenced, I think, by Walter Lippmann and other 

commentators who underestimated Roosevelt. I didn't expect much 

of him, and I guess I'm not alone in that. He really was vague, 

and his plans were indefinite. I do [remember], as part of the 

anecdote, winning five bucks very easily. It was the day of his 

inauguration in March, and at lunch with my colleagues at Tech, 

we were talking about the future and some of them were saying, 

"Things are looking up, you know." 'Course, every bank in the 

country was closed that day. So I said, "So you're all 

optimists? Well, I've got five dollars to bet here that every 

bank in this country will be closed next year at this time." I 

have to correct that story. I said, "I'll be happy to bet 

anybody here five bucks that four months from today every bank 

will be closed." would be July 4th. That was a cheap trick I 

played on them. 

JE: In that early period when you had gone from Arkansas to 

Atlanta, you speak of the influence of your uncle Comer and of 

Rupert Vance and Will Alexander. Will Alexander at that time was 

in Atlanta and head of the Interracial Commission. I remember 

the little anecdote about some disparaging remark you made about 

him that got used to embarrass both of you. Something having to 



GO with the Angelo Herndon case, and someone asked you if Will 

Alexander could be depended on, and you sort of dismissed him as 

a conservative. 

VW: That's right. This was in a private conversation and 

this turned out to be a communist who published that in the 

[laughter] . . . . 

JE: Somewhat to your embarrassment? 

VW: Somewhat to my embarrassment then. Dr. Will sent me a 

clipping from it. Said, "The cut of a friend is the unkindest of 

all." [Laughter] 

JE: Was he, in fact, sort of a hopelessly paternalistic man 

as you look back on him, or did he have some vision about what 

this country needed? 

VW: No. We•re talking about 1933-4. He was talking to 

black leaders and knew them. He wasn't paternalistic. Of 

course, nowadays he would be judged, and I judged him then, as a 

conservative, and he was a conservative compared with a young nut 

like myself. But that's no discredit to him at the time. He's 

like my uncle. My uncle introduced me to John Hope, president of 

Atlanta university, and similarly I met Arthur Paper in will 

Alexander's office and got to know him very well. Those 

acquaintances meant a great deal to me. 

JE: And as you think back on them now, were they men who 

saw down the road enough to recognize that the Scuth, and indeed 

the country, was going to have to address the racial issue in 

some substantive way, or was it just too early for that? 



a 

VW: Well, they were notable because they were informed and 

were seeking to inform themselves, and Paper was writing some 

interesting monographs, at that time, on lynching, tenant 

farmers, property system, and all that. Yeah, that was unusual. 

But this is a very relative matter. To think, at that time, of 

abolishing segregation. . . . 

JE: It was an unthinkable thought, wasn't it, at that time? 

VW: Well, maybe in a hundred years or more, but not within 

a few years. And I would never have predicted, myself, what 

would actually happen. 

JE: Another of the friends you made along about that time 

was Saunders Redding. Was he teaching at one of the Atlanta 

universities then? 

VW: At Atlanta University, I think, in the English 

Department. 

JE: Was he about your age? 

VW: About. I think he's still living. 

JE: No, I don't think so. At least, John Franklin told me 

that he was not. 

VW: ( ) 

JE: Then you went to Columbia and you traveled some. I 

can't remember if you came back to Atlanta before you went to 

chapel Hill, or did you go from Columbia to Chapel Hill? 

V'A", 1 csffl'S bsck and taught a year at Georgia i ̂  ON and then 

another w^ar after that I lost my job there. I hat was the y e ?, r 

of Angsto Herndon. 
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Howard Odum through a family connection. is tnat right! 

VW: Yes, but Just. J met him and his parents lived about a 

mile down t n e road from any father who was then the head of Emery 
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vw ' roc ,  t  i i r 
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o'ourri an d Vanc e an d Gu y an d G . u i or Jonnso n we re , an d W.T , Oouc n a  no 

••'a'j I Green . Chape l H  i i  i  wa s s o r t o f a  b e a- o n i n th e S o u t h , 

wa sr. '  t i t . i n t  no.o • ear 

v w: 
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the South of tnat stature 

v w : w e l l , i t .1 e p >= n d s c n what v o a a 

her ' any otner university i n 

ooi i no t or . 
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zander b i 1  fc  i n tn e sam e •.•ear; . a  no a  l i t t l e oa r i " o r th e F u q i t i v ' 

were tne i e  . i  a t e i on. , abou t i  n  tn e t n o r t i i e a n 11 • 

D i O O K 5 d Ii Q 

K e v i e w . s o i t 

warren went to LSu and started uie Southern 

wa s n ' t i' n i q ue . 

, uT i n r eras , a-'-ia i n 

oci a i i ssue s an- fllOl 

oming perna \ 

oroqressivo 

proi) i '. ms a na what not , pr ac t i ca i i y a i i z hes 

took some interest in those things one w 

nacK T o Tnf . r u t u s 

wa y o f i  ooi: i n g a  t 

pe< j l e . I 1 ve n . rn> - i 

c r a  nothei ,  i n e 

Regi, on a 1 i  s ts d i d , c e r t a i n l y fran\<. urana m d i d . ra n i  Gree n ci ic i , 

Couch ha d p r o b a b l y mor e b l ac k w r i t e r s p u b l i s h e d a t uro . Pres s t h a n 

anybody i n NO W York wa s p u b l i s h i n g a  t t n a t t i m e . 

Vw; i n a t w o u i o n ' t nav e t a k e n a  l o t , yo u know . 

Jt :  I f h a t ' s t r u e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t ' s s o r t o f a n unusua l 

t i i I  n g T  o s  a s t  i i a t i  n  t e  i e  : i 

vw; u e p u b l i s h e d or o boo k t h a t shocke d th e h e l l ou t o f hi m 

ana t h a t wa s c a l l e d , wha t to o . i t o r a  w a n t s . 



J t : i. ' ni coming to tnat because in a way. Ion sort of 

building up to a point here that i want to make in that 1 keep 

running i nto people who tell me now that when they were thinking 

of going to college or thinking of going to graduate school in 

the t h i r11 es that was their a sp i r a 11 on , to gC' there and WC'r k 

u n ci e r H o w a r ci 0 dum , t o g o t ii e r e a n ci b e a p a r t o f t h a t w h o Is so c i a I 

science thing. 

VW: Weil that wasn't true of me . 

JE: It wasn't in your case, i know. 

vW : i d i dn ' t take a n v wor k w t t:h va nce oi• 0d umi. .1 i< ne w t hern 

and I feared Ocium a no i loved vance. 

JE; riie sort of running scrap that was going on between the 

Fuglt iv e- Agra r1 a n scnoo1 an d the Re gio na 1 I s t s c hoo1 k1nd o f 

c ::• n t i n u e ci t h r o u g h t ii a t it e r i o d . "I h e y a e b a t e ci o n e a n o t ii e r a n ci s o 

t o r t n . 

V W i Y e s , they nee ci 1 e ci e a ::. h o t h e r . 

J t ; Did you think of tne A g r a r i a n s , then or now, as a 

Would it be too much of it as a s i m p l i f i c a t i o n to think of 

t h e m as sort ot arch c o n s e r v a t i v e s in t h i s sort of p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

c o n s t r u c t ? 

v w : w e 11, s o m e o f t n s m . The y w e r e ci i f f e r a n t from ea c in 

o t h e r , 1 knew some ot t h e m . I knew that they w e r e not 

r e a c t i o n a r i e s like W a r r e n . out i knew t h a t D o n a l d s o n [Donald 

u a v i d s o n j was as c o n s e r v a t i v e as you g e t . borne o t h e r s w e r e . But 

the n the r e wa s t ii a t a c o n om i s t . 

JD: H . o . N i x o n ? He turned out to be p r e t t y l i b e r a l . 
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went along a no met them al i . 

tnaction wit n ar 

oucn did ci 

:c nan< 

bating. but l 

Jt: Anot ner sort or contentious relationship in tnat same 

period had nothing tc do with Chapel Hill. I don't know i f you 

knew either oi these wen, but t i skins Caldwell and James Agee had 

a running ens like for each other thai centered on their 

interpretations of the poor South. you remember in addition to 

his novels, Caldweli wrote that D O C K , you Have been [heir races. 

that Margaret BourKe-wnite COOK tne photographs tor 

years before Agee a no Evans went and ci i ci their thing, 

absolutely livid at this jerk going down there ana c 

you know, sort o t flying in and flying out- So he 

stayed four weeks which supposedly mace a difference 

11 a tio: o n i t n- i r - n' 

a b o J t t w o 

A g :• e w a 

i n j t h a t , 

w e n t a n ci 

D o y o u 

• in is of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i ons .' 

vw: weil , 1 met C a l d w e l l , but m u m oarer , and he was p r e t t y 

o l d , l was to< . And i never met A g e e . i. i iked his boo! but 

tiioi:gh t ha was somewhat of a nit. 

• it.: ves ns had a kind ',)f a ii eccentric reputation. Strange 

fellow, 

vw: bo l never sought him out, though he wss about my age, 

1 think. A little younger maybe, 1 did not know either of the 

two photographers. 

JE: Some journalists out of this period wiio called 

themselves liberals in a sort of classic sense virginius Dabney 
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1 1 

Pre s tdent ot t n at c o m m o o w eoit i n MC n \< c ii S a S , w i i • 

urvi lie h a u o u s spent a little time. 

vw. J remember him. a don't know whether 1 ever mat nim or 

not , 

Jt: Me was a sharecropper•s son trom west lennes: 

radicalized naoi e through religion than any con en- exp 

mo dot 

inere wet• snat was tne time ot tne social uospei ana whatnot, 

number of people who kind or : ana in from tnat ooi nt cat /i ew. to 

was one of them He's a fas< inoting man and a happened to find 

in - ha library at tiia University of leans ?se: a week or two ago a 

transcript ot a trial He was tried for heresy by the 

Presbvterian Church in like 1951 or 'a a for his Communist 

leanings ana it's like a morality pi ay to read this transcript , 

It's just an amazing document 

vw: Ana My i as Morton and hi s wire . they we re fel iow 

travelers, 1 guess you'd call them. 

•j i... : But there never was a time, was there, when the South 

was in any remote danger from any kind of Communist. . I 

mean to 1 oo'< back on that now and think about that, we ; re talking 

about a handful of people whose ideas happened to coincide with 

some ideas, out in tarms of a strategy or an/ sort of anti -

government activity, it just seems 1idicrous, does it not? 

oW: yes, in terms of real tty and possibilities. you've 

:' a a ci, j suppose aaoui the Alabama black radical? well, you know, 

the Reds tried, but they never got anywhere with the blacks. 

Jb, No, they couldn't eerti to get very far with them or 

with the- whites, w rile you were at Chapel Hill the textile 



St;ike happened and you took an interest in that and so 

ana Green. were you oicse friends with the two of therni 

i a 

vw : Mu c n c l o s e r i 

a iways f r i e n d l y and a ii 

oua n t na n to a r ee n , t r : ag n u r s e n w a 

rim. But w i t h C o u c h X was in and out 

V : I" v c I n i m ot h i s nouso ' a n t n e t i m e on e a  v o 

J i..: S k i p p i n g ahea d H I S T a  l i t t l e b i t o n ra y c h r o n o l o g y h e r e , 

by t h e t i m e t h a t boo k cam e o u r , w h a t t h e N e g r o w a n t s , w i n e n n > 

had c o m m i s s i o n e d o u r i n 

saw t h e m a n u s c r i p t , a n i 

w i t  ha i  a •<•! o u  it i t 1 1 e 

a c c o r d i n g t o m y n o t e s . 

vw : Ray i o r : i o i i o  ? 

J £: v e s . H e p r e o s 

o n h a i  aee p s e cono t  n o u g n t "  a c 

i t h i n k t h a t R a y f o r d Loga n t h r 

d i d n ' t q o ahea d an d p u b l i s h 

• u T v . n  i n  ' i e 

a t - n e i  i i i  m 

i ii, j t boo k 

oi h i m r i a n t t o t  h - d , ' ' i ' v -

i t ton t r a c t 

••• w ; D  i c i R a y t o r d s d i t  t h a t 

•J £ : m e a d i t e d t n e b o o t . 

b i  ac k s w r o r e »  f"2 v w : A n o 

J r : Ri g n t 

a n t r i b u t e tto • e s 

i n 

a v ii' 

I reed on tne people wno woulc 

a caret a 1 construct tor of left, 

c anter. and rignt so tnat tney 

1 a s t o n o o f t h a e 

D r o I •;• IJ l n t a 11 o n c v c i 

a y me in saying segregation is tne evil, 

ana (ouch couldn't Pelisve it, M O W that's what's got to go here, ana Cc 

tins is my interpretation or the notes. 

vw. i he book came out a little attar a. left 

l£: 'a4. you'a been gone several vears. 

VW: But .1 re mem to t r u g g i e 
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JE: ana n--

i a n o t ci o h i m a n' 

•ot- n introductory essay, couch aid. wm< 

i mean it i" a a a s now lire a document r 

ui wou I would P a asnamea oi IT no were ot i i i a live. a reel 

lave been something he left. Did you think or f t w  i t n  a t t 

n i i n a s somewha t i i t e uaone y •-)ii•: ; M I ( t on an( • t : o 

% i  n  d o  t a  f  a  i r  w  : a t i i e r i  1  b ••: r  a 1 ? 

t n  >. t u ' 

v w : N  o .  a 

lie cam e f  roa i t  h< 

d n ' t . Couc n w a s n ' t mor e i i o e r a i t h a n t n a t a n 

".-"-• r f o l k s an d i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the m an d t r i e r 

was n 't i 

ci i d  ii '  t  w 

rat t h a t 

H i l l . .1 . 

a t , 

'r r a n if. a  r , 

v w : 

i f . : 

y w : 

B u t 1  c i i 

t h e nom e 

t h e r e - - b 

n v a  a to n e y g  o n t in t  \  a  t o  a t n  i rn . H  e n 

i i t t o l o s s i t , o u t h e ha d c o u r a g e , t o o 

a j  o n 

' t f  a 

n a n  e 

i h  i rn 

o n e . i  d o n ' t Kno w tn e 3 e t a i t s a b o u t wn y n e l e t t t n a o e i 

g u e s s h e g o t o  b e t t e r no r . 

y <-. a , h e wen t t o C h i c a g o . I ' m n o t s u r a e i t h e n . H e a  a a 

ihara d i d n ' t g e t a l o n g a i l t n a t w e l i , d i d t h e y ? 

We 1 1, t  h e i h a i  p r o b i e ras. 

tie an d a  a urn a l s o ha d som e d i s a g r e e m e n t s . 

.i wa s t o o j u n i o r t h e n t o b e a c q u a i n t e d muc h w i r n t hen , . 

:i g e t t o kno w r r a n k Graha m an d l i v e d r i g h t b e h i n d h i m i n 

o f i n a e d i t o r o f th < l o c a l p a p e r - - ! I U S T r e n t e d a  roo m 

.it I  w a l k e d o v e r t o campu s w i t h ro t rn e v e r y no w an d t h e n . 

ne come s a c r o s s t o m e no w a s t h e mos t g e n u i n e r  i  n o o f 

numan p e i n ' 

v w 

rrp 

.i 1 sc i  ia I  '  ;-

n y t i n n g n e t o I  d 

i n . I ' d b e e n 

v e s , i  wa s d e v o t e d t o nu n an d wouai d d < 

i l l u s t r a t e , a f t e r t h e wa r a  wa s c a l l 

ci. a  mean , i  wa : : i n t h e n a v y . Ca l i  ed dow n a t t h e 

P e n t a g o n an a i  kne w t h i s w a s n ' t a n y t h i n g u s u a l .  Wha t t h e y w a n t s 

was f o r m e t o w r i t e a  h i s t o r y o f t h e j o i n t s c h i e f s o f S t a f f 
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during the Second world war. That, i knew, was quite a job and 1 

was tempted. But. they said, "you've got to have an interview 

with our security officer."1 in a col one 1 said, d a t a go in my 

r o o m . No w i o o k , m y i o b i s t o g e t y o u in beca u s a t ii a y w a n t v o u t o 

do this, Not to Keep you out. But I've got to ask you some 

a u e s 11 on s . " o ii e of t h e f i r s t q ue s 11 o ns was a io o u t rn y r elation ship 

to the Association of trie Advancement of. . . 

aE: NAACP? 

V w : N o , t. io e o n e t n a t F i" a n k a r a h a rn h e ade ci , 

JE: fiie bout hern Conference tor Human welfare? 

VW: l said, " ye s, I was in i t . " i;uici you hold an office in 

i t •''' I said, '•'• I rn a y h a ve . I c a n't re me m b e r e x a c 11 y . u H e s a i d , 

11 Was it important?" "Well, ,1 : i 1 tell you this right now. if 

Frank Graham had asked me- to ao anything I would not have a 

doubt . but you're giving me a hard time.11 So I didn't get the 

job. 

J i.: ;  D  i c i t  i i e y t  u  r n  y  o u a  o w n ? 

¥W: Yes . 

J E : I  h  e y t  u  r n  e o y  o u c i o w n o  e c a u s a y  o u i t a ci b  a e n a  r n ember o  f 

t f , a S  o u t h  e r n  C  o r, f e r a n c e ? 

vW: well, a couldn't prove tnat. There may have been some 

more things too. 

' ab; Weil, let's talk about the Southern conference just for 

o n 11 n u t e , o o u w a n t t o t h a t m e a 11 n g in B i r ft 11 n g h a m i n '38, y o u r 

name, at least, shows up on t r. e . > . 

v W : b as. s it'"' i c a n ' t r e m e rob e r „ 



Y O U w e i I i  or i  c i a a  no v o u r nam e s n o w s u p a s , i  t n i n i 

i n t ii > r 11 i a gear y o u n a v n o n e w s i, ••-• p e r a , as o n *. 

recol iection of goi ng t h e r e ? 

vw: Not offhand. I k now I w 

something, but where it was and when i. 

JL; The meetings took place in the Municipal 

Birmingham, a tie same auditorium w n a - a ten year 

Fhurrmond got the Dixiecrai nomination Some few years afl 

N a x K i ng C o 1 a o f M D n t g o m eo was beat u p en t h a s t -; i g e t i, - r 6 a n 

run out of town. [hat auditorium has bad a che< kered in story. 

It's k i no of at) interesting building. But some of the meeting 

were also in churches neai by anci the hotel and wnatnot. One oi 

rhe- myths that has continued to circulate about this meeting 

memo or an :i we n t to 

01 a or t urn i n 

1 a ter S tram 

t n a t 

i- i an r a nam moo • tne <~-\' ~ n i r q : n o n in da v n i or t i n i , 

audi t o n u m -not Mr • . R o c s * •-- i i oame tne next aay to mat<6 a :p-— ;n 

The story has been repeated in manv versions that Mrs, Roosevelt 

came into, this cavernous n ; and saw That it woo segregate i a no 

went down to the front and took a chair and put it in the middle 

OT the aisle an sat in the aisle. 1 don't think it happened. 1 

think what ci i ci happen was that when she arrived she was taken tc 

a sort of a subcommittee meeting in • nearby church and there was 

segi egation. She w a a s u j • p o . •-•'•': t o io- one o i the speake r s a n ci she 

came in i ar • 

and someone 

tne ot her a i cis . :i 

"I'll lUSt Sit Ui 

wttn Aubrey wiiilams ana sat aown on tne black side 

a me UP to he and s n"o, "YOU're supposed to be on 

- u n -i V'. ' «  -  I I i l t n 

o n e : t . '  m g  o r o D : J e . ; r i  n  g 

i i •• w a v . i c i". ' 0 i t t U  p o i l t n t w ti • [ i o we r  e  i o i  . :. r  - • r 
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w h i t e p e o p l e . l  n- s t o r y ha s bee n t o i d man y t i m e s an d t . wa s g o i n g 

1 o a  :  k y  o u i  f  y  o u . .  . 

vw: a c a n ' t remember, 

•J E : B  u t s i n c e y  o u o  o n t  hav e an y r  e c o i  I  e c 11 i) u o t n  a v i 1 1 g 

ioei- r i t h e r e . 

v W : A  n ci i  f  J  w  a r a t  i i a r e a  wa s i  n a  m  i n o r p o s i t ? o  n . 

11 

F i or i  a  a 

• u t  no w i  H s t b e g i n a  i > g a  i 

t t .  o r i  n  a  w a •  , i  ook i  n o 

I 

y ou ws i" a. p i"a11 y' y oui 3 t he 11 

Okay, skippi ng on 0 1 1 tt 1 

back, by say t94u, that's Roosevelt1 third term. 11 

the third time in '40. By then, whatever indications or feelings 

that seemed to nav>" developed within the New ueai or w i thout the 

new Deal about what it wa 0 101 no to do about t n e whole racial 

issue in t it 0 South had kind c»f settled down r o an answer that 

said, "Not much." inere were very few people there who stand out 

now. Aubrey Williams, will Alexander, a taw others, southerners, 

wioo w e i a influential in any way 1 n the administration and 

whatever they were able t< • omplish, and too i - wei e some 

things, but overall, tne sense a have 1 ; tnat by the '40's, by 

trie war . it war fair iy clear that the New Deal had not 

to that point, gotten around to this issue. 

vw N O , fhev were bacxing 

wiaat wos happening then is happen 

t 

> u i" 

ai a a nt r at 

:cu. t n e N • 

OT t. b , tnat 1: 1 me . o 

ing now a mean, everything was 

and 11 s :oming. Bur that doesn't explain 

1 performance on the racial front. may 

L s r ct 1 or 

J t ; a t w a s n ' t i m p r e s s i v e , l o o k i n g t>a- «  o n i t 1 T 

vw: 10 
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t n > 

JE: I'VA, tor example. I was real ly struct:. Here are a i i 

nor t tie r n 1 i io a r a 1 s f r orn w i scon s i n , 0h 1 o , Ar thur Mor ga to a nci 

[Davidj biuentnai and these people are real liberal folks, out 

the policies at iVA really did not contribute much at a 1 i to any 

kind ot amelioration of racial problems- -in hiring let a Ion-' the 

people who were displaced by dams, jobs within TVA Any way you 

1 o o k at it, t ii e i r c o n t r i to u t i o n wa s m i n i s c u li e o a this is s u e a n ci 

yet they ware talking a pretty good game about social planning 

and progressive stuft and under a lot of fire for being a kino oi 

a left wing organization inside the government, Does that seem 

... , ..... n t 9 

vW: Seems right to me. No, I never was a fiery M O W Dealer. 

J. was for it, of course--it was the only thing around to be for -

io u t I s a w t ii e m f a i i aga i n a n ci a g a t n o n t h a r a c 1 a 1 f r o n t - acce p t a ci 

t ha Sou t n as somat h 1 ng t ha y itad t o iia ve . 

j E  : Anc i t  it e y k  1 nc i o f u  se ci i  t  p  r e tt y  i o 1 a t a n1 1 y  . 

VW: An d i n m y o p i n i o n , p r e t t v muc h wha t j . f . K . d i d i n 1 9 8 0 -

b i , H e ha d t o i i a v e t h e S o u t h . 

J E : An d s o h e f o u n d a  wa y t o d o i t . I n t h e s e wa r y e a r s , 

t. it e r e: a  r a a  c  o u p 1 a  o  f t  h  i n  g s i w  a n t t o a  s k y  o u a  b o u t .  w  e I  i  t  i i a y 

k i n d o f com e t o g e t h e r . W e l l , n o , a  g u e s s i n a  wa y t h e y a r e t w o 

s e p a r a t e t h i n g s . i h e r e w e r e som e w h i t e s i n t h a t p e r i o d , L i l l i a n 

S m i t . h , D o m b r o s ki ,  t - o rem a n , w  i 1  1  i  a  m s . ,  , 

v w : Wii i c  h W i l l i a m s w  a s t  n  a t ? 

J t : A  u b r e y . A  n o t  o s  o rn e a  x t e n t, A l e x  a n ci e r ,  w  h o a  t  n  i n k i  n 

' 4a o r '  k5 w r o t e a n a r t  i i c 1 e  f  or ,  .  . 

v w :  w  h e. n h e w  a s i  n  t : h e A  g r i  c  u 1 t  u  r e a  d in 'i n i s  t r  a 11 o n , 
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"Harpe r '• s'1 

prob i am io 

straightene 

r i g nt . And ne T i na i i v wi ot e a 

Atlantic" in about ' u. a or' ' 4b saying the real 

segi egation. "We' i i never get tiie South 

out if we don't take care of that pioi.:. i em. '' and I 

i 

s t a r t w o n d e r i n g , c a n yo u t h i n k o t a n y b o d y wn o y o i  t h m x wa s 

e x p r e s s ! n o t n i =  p o i n t o f v  i  -  w p u b i  i  c  i  y  .  o p e n i  v  i n w r I  t i  n g o r 

o t h e r w i s e ' i n t h a t p e r i o d o f t o n e d u r i n g t h e w a r o r r i a n t a f t e r 

ye '  v t n e wa r ,  s a v i  n g 

i s  r e a l I  v  a  p i o b i  em t 

v W :  An y b o d y b  1 a < 

0 ot t  o  c  s a i  w i t n s e a r  e  g a 11 c, n ,  u i . m 

t h e s o u t  t i h a s t o oa r a  1 w i t  h  .  : ' 

o u oa v ' 

W.i 

a r. :  N O . ,y n i t  e  a t 1 1 r  s t . 

VW; A n y b o d y w h i r e . A t w h a t t i m e ? 

J i b a y i n t  ti e va; y e a r s o r r i g h t a t t 

VW: i h a t w o u l d t a k e a  b i t o f m i n d 

sa v  i  n g t  h  i  n g =  o  i  t  h a t  •  ( r  r  m  • • ; e i f , i o u r  i 

: n o o f i  h e y . .a r 

11" o n  i n• . • ,  y o i i  r  no w .  1 

so t  io e ou r e  c h a t 

a m  i n p r i n t o n i t . a  t h i n k m y D O C K o n 

t h i s , o u t a s f a r a s f l a t l y c o m i n g o u t a n d s a 

n o n s e n s e a n d I T ' S u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l t o d e p r i 

om W O T s n  i  nc ! 

v i n 

r i  q  h t i t ' - n a r i t o 

i i t i a  I  i  v wn.a t t h e i o i 

N v , g r o _ W c i n t w a r . i V  I  t l i n* w< 

p - o p i  a w n 

n o w n i r  • 

" 0  t i o i i on o t t  h i e 

i r  i  z e n s o f e q u a i 

' r o t e Wha t t i a 

o we t i \ i  n  < 

i t  m  n l : A U : 

t n a t a t t n a t t i m e w n o s t a n d c u t i  t  y o u r m i nc j •: 

o ' i : w a i l , i  c o u l d n ' t b e s u r e o f t n a t , 

Wi 1  i i.am s i s a s l i k e l y a s a n y b o d y , y o u h a v e n ' t m e n t i o n e d v i r g i n ) 

ti ut i o .  Sh e w o u i c i i i a. v e s a i d i t a n d p r o b a b l y d i d , 

J E : y e s , I  s u s p e c t m a y b e s o . M a y b e L u c y M a s o n . 

oi L u c y  M  a 3  o n w  o u i  d n a v e s a i d i  t  ,  { i  n  t e  r r u  p 11 cti | 
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vw; N O , a  w o ci 

t h e v s a i d t h e r e w e ~e 

r a r u i i  v ioe1 1 

' n i t s a . 

i t : y e s , a  w i l l , 

vw; B e c a u s e som e o f t h o s 

L i i  I  i a  n S  in i t  n  a  n c i v  i i  g  i ti  i a D  u t' i 

•»iov . a  n ci w  e w  e re t a 1 k  i u i . 

a e op I  e i t k  : L  u c v I M a s c n a  n d 

j k  ne w pao a l  a y > no t  el t t n a t 

J t : i n a t '  :  t e c i i v wii e re v o u r h e a r 

t h  a t t  i  urn . 

vw: y e s . w n a t n e r v i r g i n i a o • 

a t t h a t 1 1 me arte ; l o s t h i s o f f i c e 

we ' ou r m i n d : 

e r t a t n i v t  n  e y 

i Li s a he r n  u spa no wa s i n car t i c e 

A n y w a y , n o a  t h i n ! t h e r e w • re 

o r e f e e l i n g i t an a t a l k i n g t o p e o p I e s a y i n g i t , 

e a o ti o  t its r . 

a E : b  i g i i t 

vw; T a give you ana example. it's a concrete example, a<- a 

l think its worth mention, ana thai is in t he Angelo Herndon 

case. Mrs. Dyson was a prominent social woman and also, oddly 

. no u g 11 13 1  i s t i n . A t l a n t a . ' •n o w a s e l e c t r ma n o i r  to 

o m n i b r t . e e t h a t w e o r g a n i 0 ; r s o n w a s i  n  t h e 

J L; i  c a n ' t 

t a i k i n g a b o u t . 

v W :  o , n y w a y , 

c o u 1  c i o  o f o r a  v 

•miamr e r n e r 

i e c t ' 

n a i i"ma n k 

• me .  t o u t: j  k  now w i t o v  ou '  t ' 

n a n - m a n a n a t r i e p e s t t n 

m̂  a u s e . 1 i  i a o 

G e o r g i a l e c n a n d t h e y c a i l e d me - p r o f e s s o r -  - t h at w o u l d h a v 

a b o ut i  3  J 2 o  r h o s  o a . w  o u 1 c i h  a ••/ •-. b  a a n a  b c ut t w e n t y r  o Li i 

a n y w a y , w a a g r e e d a t t h a t m e e t i n g t h a t w e w e r e g o i n g t o 

b i g , a s b i g a s w e c o u l d , a  f u n d r a i s i n g m e e t i n g . w e 

j or e a  t 

e b e e n 

B u t: 

h o 1 c i a 

h a d a 

http://omnibrt.ee
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t u r n o u t o r several h u 11 d r e. ci p e o p 1 e a t t h e o p e r a n c u s a a n d t ti e y a 1 1 

sat together lie. not segregated by race]. 

JE: in 'j4 or 'Jj? 

VW: It would have been in '33. ;32 or l33. 

JE: Yes, that's unusual. 

v W : a t wa s a comio i na11 on of 1 abor a nd b 1 ac k f o i k s , a, nci t he 

raoical liberal whites. 

Jt * F'he Southern Regional Council got its start in ' 44 

a r i s i n g o ut of a m e e t "i n g o f b 1 a a I •. a i r i u u r h a rn . D o v o u k n o w a io o u 1: 

this meati n g t io a t w as f o 1 low a ci lo y a n o t h a r i n A 11 a n t a a n ci t ii:. n 

a n o 11, e ;" i n ft i c n rno n d a n d t h e v e n d a ci u p c oin i n g b a c k t o A t i a n t. a a n d 

f o i rn i n g t h i s o r g a n i za ti on in ' n. 4 . 

vW: inose w e r e war years and a w a s n ' t h e r e . 

•J £: You wer e a w a y , That's r i g h t . P o l i t i c i a n s in this 

t i in e , ilk a M a u r y M a v e r i c k a n ci . . .. 

v W : I kn e w M a u r y M a v e r i c i< . M a u r v w a s rn u c h t a i< e n io y rn y b o o k 

on icm w a t s o n ana p r o p o s e d that we c o l l a b o r a t e on a book a b o u t 

S o u t h e r n rnovernetots of thi s sort . I said a, w a n t e d to wr i te a 

t'iography of E u g e n e b'ebs and he s a i d , "tor C o d ' s s a k e , c o m e t o 

your s e n s e s , m a n . i" h e y 1 11 call you a R e d . " ao that e n d e d t h a t . 

J E : M a v e r i c k had a very s h o r t c a r e e r in C o n g r e s s ; just o n e 

0 r t w o t e r in s a n ci h e w as g o n e io e f o r e t. Ii a t Ii i r t i a s w a r a o y a r . i h e n 

ha w a s in San A n t o n i o , 1 t h i n k , as m a y o r ot S a n A n t o n i o for a 

1 o n g t i m e , so h e s t ayed a r o u n ci . a o m 1 n g o u t o f t h e w a r , w h e n y o u 

w e n t t o H o p k 1 n s a n c a rn a c o r r a c t - - y o u s taye ci t ii e r e u n t 1 1 a f t a r 

ra-own a AT t or ' 54 i 
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vw: 1 was there from 1947 to fSSl when 1 came to Yale, Bur 

t didn't start teaching at Yale until '62. I got the job and 

left, went on leave, rhen thei e were three years in Calif a nia 

where 1 taught at a college out there, 

JE: an those yea toe when irurnan became President, he took a 

ccupie of executive order st^ps to aaaress segregation and then 

appointed the committee which Frank Graham ana rn a. i i 1 i o from 

Atlanta were members of. and tnat document reads like the first 

American government document saving tnat segregation has to go. 

I think it mav we 11 be. very straight forward, what they suggest 

a n a recommend. inat's '47. iThat's t ne Federal government 

saying, ".aim a row must go," for- the first time, 

vw; ihat was in '47? 

J t. : i hat was in '47. 

Vw : I ioo si we: re : ou t he r n peop 1 e '? 

JE: well, two of them we re i rank aranam a 11 a Mrs. filly, 

but the others were Irurnan's appointees from around the country; 

a couple of blacks and a chink char 1 i e Wilson train GM was the 

chairman of the committee. in a way. t. kind o f see the years 

between tiie end of t ii = w a r --this is a a rn 1 t teci 1 v a so r t o t 

retrospective view, not one tnat t. :an imagine might na 

held at the time- -bu i: '45 sav until the -

n 

e l e c t i o n o i S O w  n a n 

F r a n k Graha m an a C l a u d e Peppe i an d o t h e r s l o s t * as a  k i n d O T a 

g o l d e n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e S o u t h t o \)ava mayb e mad e som e r  e a 1 

s t r i d e s t o b r i n g a b o u t som e s o c i a l c h a n g e ca t i t s ow n t e r m s , 

v w : i a u r i  n  g t  h  a i  r u  ma n a  a mi n  i si r  a 11 o n :: 

you t h i n k t h a t ' s t r u e o r n o t 



A'oti Id t i k e T i(<ed Par r y i r uma n but I s ugge a t 

that you talk to Virginia b ti r" r. rout unfortunately, Virginia is 

biased because Harry Truman fired Cliff purr, her husband, and 

site didn't lire that She's and outspoken woman. Bui she felt 

he let them down and th* cause down generally, Gut compared with 

k o o s e v eit, n e w a s t o tne i a f t a n ct c o m p a r e ci w i t h w ii a t e y e r c. ,a m e 

a tterwardo to o f or quita a whi1 - , 

J b : y e s . t h a t ' s t  r  ue .  i  h e. S  o u th d u r i n  a a i l t  i i i o  t  i  ma i  n 

t h e s e p o s t w a r y e a r s showe d som e s i g n s o t w a n t i n g t o mov e f o r w a r d , 

f t iiac i a  h a n d f u l o t p o l i t i c i a n s l i k e S i d Micfilat h o v e r i n A r k a n s a s 

and a  i m  F o l s o m a  n ci o f c o u r s e . Peppe r an d F r a n k Graha m an d o t h e r s 

wno wer e somewha t l i b e r a l . 

vw :  L i o a r a 1 a o u t to e r n a r s  i  n  t  n  e C  ongr••: :  ::: • , 

J E : B u t b y t h e t i m e Graha m an d Peppe i 

as r i t h e demagogue s w^ri s o r t o f bac k i n 

a d d i t i o n a l C O U P o i i  ommbi i i  o  in t o ban g peop l o 

o s t , i t a l m o s t seem s 

• n 11"o 1 . I  ne v i  a  d t h e 

i v •: r t  h  e hea d w i t i i i  f 

t n e / g o t t o o t a r o i : t , . r l i n e a r 

a r l y f i f t i e s u n t i  i  B r >w n 

vw: And then ail ne11 b; oke loose with tnat 

ir : Another thing thai happened in this per 

o i" o u ght Richai d w i • i g h i to i h ape 1 Hill wit n 0 r s o 

ai the stage play oi "Native son." 

v w ; a w a s n ' t t h • • i e -

...i E : Yoti weren't t her e . 

vW : wne it was t hat ? 

J E : J. n ' 4 5 , 

it got pratts quiet through th 

i oc; , i-'au 

i w • WOi" K 

left in t ii a t h i r 11 a 



•J E : B u t 1 t n > u g h t t;ia i 

a b o u t t h a t s a m e 11 ra •• rn.: 

a m e t n r o u in 

i i n a of int 

oi" so latei" . 

pz 1 m i i ri ci i r 

11 i n a a n • 

: u s 11 

v n o u n ct b u; 

th' • u p r e m j u r t nt i on ot i ntarstat 

a group oi 

t o enf o i" c < 

i i a v e i w a s . 

v '•:•': t- r e a ci o m ," i ci e r a . 

Jfc: Kind of the early freedom riders, ana they got arrested 

anci jaiiea in Chapel Hill and spent time in jail there and had to 

c o in a I, a c k a y e a r 1 a t a r a n a to e t r 1 e ci t r, era and were c o n v i c t e a , 

Kind of an interesting little: by-play during that time. 

ar reading ..LJ_liu:_.L̂ .ia.i._'. '. ..yi_e_e_i_ ., OT. i .-!.LW-^r_ow again, l get 

this feeling tnat the great social revolution that almost 

happened before the Civil war anci then almost happened again in 

the Reconstruction period could be saici to have presented itself 

as an opportunity tor a third time right after World war Li, 

vw, are you thinking o a on Nat burner? 

J £ : well, J ' m t it i n k i n g t n a t i n t n e i b U u ; s and f if tie s there 

was somo sentiment for abolition in the South, 

v W : y e s . t i l e r a w a s . 

w n o teit t n' 11 ri cou i ct work CO.. t 

t i : s in i n ci i o i t a n a t hi 

• posits yiew bv tne- time the war 

J b : I ne t • :- were pe op 

this proio i em if it would 

essential 1 y ove rwh s ': mad b y 

came. 

vw: Brett v good book by Kenneth Stamp an those people c 

the South who were a tool itionists or nea r abolitionists. Ye 

T ti e i" e w s r 
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J b : An d t  i n e n a g a i n • u r o u n d i  i i r v  e y B  i a i 

a 1 1 '0 .  . 

vw; I  hey we r e i n d i v i d u a l s anc i n o t member s o f a n y t h i n g , b u t 

much o r t h i s e a r l i e r movemen t i n t h e f o r t i e s anc i f i f t i e s wa s 

r a i i g i o u s . Q u a k e r , P r i m i t i v e M e t h o d i s t s an a g u i l d p e o p l e . 

J E ; B y t h e l a t a 1940 s whe n yo u w e r e a t H o p k i n s , yo u wer e 

i n t e r e s t e d i n d e s e g r e g a t i n g t i i a S o u t h e r n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w h i c h 

you anc i Joh n Hop e F i t i k i i n s u c c e s s f u l l y maneuve r s I  a i 

W i i i i a m s i o u r g . yo u d i d som a r e s e a r c h f o r F h u r d o o d M a r s h a l l a s 

o a a k yt r o u nd t  c  r t h e Brow n c a s e , a 

C h a p e l H i l l an a gav e t  n a t 1  ac t  u 

t h e . J i m  c r o w boo k . 

vw: i t w a s n ' t a t a  liar 

•o b :: I  :  rn s o r r y .  i  i,e 

n o t n o n 1 i n a ma aown 

i q n t a T t e r B r o w n t n: 

p t i i . at was in virginia. 

ini varsity ot v i i g i n i a . ana tnat w-t 

tne oasis o t the Jim • row D O C K . LM CI 

Time your views wen very firm a 

in terms of race, anci Jim Crow, it 

ou r e e l a n y . 

u T w  n a t t  n e S  o u t h  n  -

•ems t o m e , i 

p y t h i s 

ed t o d o 

an a  i  i •quen t 

s t at ant e nt o t wna t h i s t o r y sav e t n e S o u t h b y r i g h t s o u g h t t o ao . 

vw: W e l l , I  wa s p u t t i n g I T i n wha t i t ha d clon e anc i w h a t i t 

had t io t don e . 

•J E : 8  Li t t  i i a i  rnp 1 t e a 1 1 o n i s f a i r l y c l e a r t  h  a t h e r e i s w  h e r e 

i t o u g h t t o g o . yo u o  r a w som e c r i t i c i s m f r o m som e o f y o u r 

c o l l e a g u e s t  o  i" t n a t boo k an d K e p t o n d r a w i n g i t som e dow n t h r o u g h 

t n e v  e a i s . b  i c i yo u e v e r f e e l t h a t i t wa s i n p a r t , a  r e s e n t m e n t 

a t vou r sens e o f a c t i v i s m , of t a k i n g a  p o s i t i o n , o f no r b e i n g 

a a o :,c ii• a a  na a  i a s t e d an a a t e a  t  i " o f n v  o ur s  u to j e  c t 
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vw: wtii. i never really felt any resentment or criticism. 

i ii e r e w e r e c r i t i c s , b u t 1 t r i e d t o t r e at th e m in this litt 1 e b o o k 

of mine called, Thinking Back. You might be Interested in that, 

Jt: Yes, sir, 1 have read it. 

vW: But I didn't feel much of that. Nothing much happened 

to the book 1n the first two years, but then it caught on, It's 

the only boo k I e v e r w r o t; e that 3 o 1 d i n t h e n u n ci r e d s o f 

t n o u s a I'I ci s , Wa y u p t h e r e . /uu, 0 u 0 = v. t i i i s e 1 1 i n g . 

J L : Still selling, where does it fit in with your own 

assessment of your books? Do vou think of it as being. 

Weil, how do you rank it? 

VW: So far as books having an effect, I think it had more 

impact and practical effect than anything else. As for its 

importance in revising Southern history, it treated only one 

aspect and was narrowiy focusea , and other books were, I tn1nk, 

much more imp6rtant and more difficult. 

J £: W 11 h a 1 1 t hat bac kgrounci and a 1 1 t ha t i nte r est i n r ace 

and the South going all the way back to tne thirties, and indeed 

w i th y o u r o m n i n v olvement with Ma r s h a i 1 a n d t h e N A A. C P p r i o r t o 

grown, when that decision came down i n nay of '54, what feeling 

d i d y o u g e t ? W ere y o u s u r p r i s e d ? D1 ci 1 i: s h o c k y o u t hat i t 

turnecl out the way it did, or were you expecting that outcome i' 

V W : 0 f c o 1.1 r s e , I w a s v e r y m u c h i n v o 1 v e d a n d I k n e w w h a t h a ci 

gone into the preparation of the case and the amicus curae brief 

prepared by the NAACR, and al i of that, And the court showed 

signs of welcoming interest and I can't say it caught me off 

guard. 1 was of course enormously pleased, though 1' admit that 
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J * '-'i •-!' n i i ton i n 

S i A K I 0 i I c p t '1,3 1 b l. £' 

Jut iN c'...•' R t O N : . . . . Dabney 

Chattanooga and John temple u r a / e s . 

'./ANN W O O D W A R D : Y O U s e e , i. always thought or them a. , , . 

i i : An ci v c u ' v e a 1 r s a si v s. • i d that s n at d i d n ' t r s present 

change. 

v'W: N O , ihsy were there all along. in this conne 

lull mention a book you'll run across e v e n t u a l l y . It 

published yet. but will be shortly by a man I don't know, but I'm 

reviewing i t rot the N W V O k rimes and am very interested in it. 

it's by an author names; n i holes Lemann of New O r l e a n s . Do vou 

tic n 

n 

Know nim 

•j E '. 1 know wii ) r s i s 

a t 

v W; w e l t , ih e 

in 

c a 1 1 e ci Jjv 

I or tne c h a n g e 1rem, cue end of sn« 

tne m e c h a n i c a l c o t t o n Dicker 1 in rs^x. 1 thin 

j LsS.n ci , a no ne 

spi-1 n g and wi t h 

over simo tifi • s 

en at . rut mayoe there's a point tnere. After that, snarecropping 

was over and so was dependence on labor for picking cotton and 

for wcevii ng cot ton . wi T h c he.in m a t weeders and mec ban ical coti C'n 

p i c k e r s , bo was segregation unnecessary. 

J E: He sees that close a connection between the two? 

,'W : I nat ma v be putting it too strongly, O U T he's got a 

p o i n t . 

•JU : we 1 i , do v su see any case to be made that the 

i n s t i t u t i ons , t h •" p i 11 ar i nsl 11 u t i o n s, tail s ci t h s S o u t h i n s 11 me 

when it. . , , Y O U know, tne people in the south have always 

sal ci, ''Leave us alone and we'll fix t t.': vou know, it's 4 use 



s y 

i een part of o u i - h i st or v t o t Nor t i, . "We ' I i t 1 1 » 

Leave u: t on-

abou t s i a ve t y , 

said it aboui 

V W : •••• i 

it: Yes. said it about slavery, aid it about segregation. 

We've always said it about race. If we had been left to our own 

device:, would ws ever have fixed it, in your view? 

vw. riot fee s very iong Time, I think it won't be too many 

generations before American 3 will ail ise a it tie brown. But no, 

i think n would have been a very long time. 

J 1.; A very long wr 1 1 :• , vie so 1. guess my question 1 .: , was 

it these institutions thai we took to 1 or our wisdom, oui belief 

structure, our political and economic guidance, the press, th 

church, the university, how did these institutions far 

wouici you rate their pe rtormancc through that period of time! 

vw; Jii the period o 1 tne forties? 

•J £: in the forties and ear 1 v fifties in ten 11 s o f h eicits 

HOW 

the South come to grips with it 

v w: well , except for t h e 

1 '•• 1 p r ob i ~'ins 

v e a r s a i i ;i e x < it ror t n 

years in C a l i f o r n i a whicn T O O K me out ot tne racial i - sue at tnat 

t i m e , but from the time I went cut of the Navy and into J o h n s 

Hopkins in '47, no we were very- at least at Hopkins, 1 has some 

black students, mainly interested in graduate training, but I had 

black students then wne n j came to vale 3 made it known that I 

wanted good black student and f got them . t'hey are now leading 

their professions, 1 might aid. 1 wouldn't say them the 

edurational 1ns11tu11cns we1 e ( ) , 

it: what about the Southern ones -
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vw b't course, i was out 01 tie South by that time and not 

keeping up with i t a:ic 'm not much help, frankly. i know the 

usual c a e e a cm. 0i< I ahoma Law shoo i ana there were various 

professional schools that won decisions admitting blacks, but 

those were 1 g.- 1 and not mora 1 questions. birr 1 guess that's all 

1 c a n s a y o n t hat . 

.j: : Would i r seem to vou that maybe I'm overstating tne 

case ts say that that ' 4 5 i o '50 permed was a kind of a window of 

opportunity, if you will, when tne Sourn might have been able to 

fix its own social wagon a bit had it been willing to do if? And 

that when the f i me passed and Tne neat sf the a m i -oommu n 1 sin and 

a 1 1 of tii a - came, x i 1 a t it seemed very unlikely tnat n 

wc u 1 ci ? or won 1 ci i t 

f s 'ties it real i y 

v ol j n t a r i 1 v I 

vw: Well, if 

put your fingei on e 

in 'h6 cr 'hi and that changed the who1e of potitles. it took 

the wind cur of tim sails of 1 rum a a and brought in General 

tise hhowei . 

it: In a way, it almost did to i1 .man what Vietnam did to 

I L v neion B . j J on n son . 

vW: Pretty much. You're not going to get into this as far 

as t h:- J onn soil 1 pr- s idency] ? 

it: NO , sir, i ' rn net . 

vw: ves , i t s . 1  t h i n k , a  r e a s o n a b l e e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t i f th e 

Cold Wa r h a d n ' t com e whe n I T d i d an d w i t h suc h f o r c e , t h a t t h e r e 

be m ore a c c u r a t e t o 5a y 1  na t eve n i  n  tn e 

had a o r e a l i s t i c hop e o f d o i n g a n y t h i n g 

of s  i  r se s p e c u l a t i o n , bu t 1  t h i n k y o u ' v e 

1 e s s e n t i a l p o i n t : t h a t i s , t n e o l d Wa r cam e 
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were in the south forces that would nave become more v o c a l , and 

more c o u r a g e o u s tnan c t n e r w i s e . 

Jt: When do vou think p e r s o n a l l y , looKing b a c k , when do you 

t h ink y o u saw t h e 111 t i rn a t e i n e v i t a bin" t y o f 6r jswn. o r of so m e k i n d 

of very dramatic change finally come into tne South? 

VW: W e l l , I guess it was in A t l a n t a , 

J £ : In tne t h i r t i e s ? 

v W :; Yes a n ci t h a r e we r e b 1 g b 1 a c k u n 1 versi ties a n d c o 1 1 eges 

t h e r e a n d i k n e w p e o pie t h e r e . A s i rn p 1 e m i nded a n e c d o t e , b u t , 

"Enough of this n o n s e n s e , " i said in iSSs. I Knew a w o m a n , a 

1 i b r a r i a n , at At 1 a n t a u n i v e r s i t y : a y o u n g w o rn a n , is u t o 1 d e r t h a n J 

w a s . In other w o r d s , this wasn't an a f f a i r of the heart, I knew 

her and she said, "there's going to be a big inaugural ball at 

A11 a n t a u n i ve r sity a n ci w in y d o n ' t y o u go? " 1 s a i d , " Y o u ' r e o n . '' 

So j went with her. 

J £ : A n i n aug u r a t i o n o f t h e P r e s 1 d e n t ? 

•j w : Y e s , i c a n ' t r e m e rn b e r n ow w h a t t h e oecasi o n w a s -

A n y wa y , I w e n t a n ci a s k e ci t ii e is 1 a c k s t u ci e n t s , t h e girl s , t o ci a n c e 

dith me and they end. There had never been more u n c o m f o r t a b l e 

people on s i d e l i n e s . 

Jt: You could feel it. 

v w : i c o u 1 ci f eel i t . i w e n t t h r o u g ii wit n i t , b u t t h a t 

wasn't enough. There was a social hour at tne women's c o l l e g e 

t h e r e . 

J t : speiman, 

V W : s p e 1 m a n , S o 4 t u r n e c; u p at t h e t e a ii o u r a n ci h a d tea 

wi t h 111e coeds . ( i. a ug ht e r 1 A 1 1 r f 1 e s t or y . 
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us: It's an interesting anecdote, though, because obviously 

you were giving a 1 est more thcugnt to fine issue then in the 

early thirties than most people we re 

vW: Weil, yes, tnat was true, 

J L : And indeed, I'm struck now by tne number oi people I've 

balked to of a 1 i political persuasions in the south who when 1 

say, "What was your reaction when Brown came down?" they say, 

"UTter shoer: and amazement. i never thought, 1 never dreamed, l 

never. , . ,: it's as if they were awakened from a deep slumber 

at tiie notion tnat this kind of social change was imminent and 

vet a few people I've talked to recognized tnat twenty years 

befoi e Brown that t : had to be imminent at some point, or else 

tne >outfa. 

afford on 

cot: i i 

, . Nc regi on as poof as t ne 5outn , wnion c ou i ci nc t 

i c n o c 1 s v';; t em , c n e h o 11 s i ng system, o n e h e a i th sys t e in , 

vei dream of trying to nave two and still eaten up with 

i i i  1 1 t h e r e s t o f t n e c o u n t r y , 

y e t i t wa s n o t o b v i o u s t o p e o p l e 

V w *  N  o i t w  a 5 n ' i : . 0 1 c  o i; r 

• e m: ,o o b e i o u a t o m e now . 

j w  a s n  a i n  t  n - i C t l o n 

b u t i t cam e a l o n g w i t r u n a  re w mon tn e .  w i t n t n e A.nga i o t i e r noo n 

c a s e an d t h e s e tw o i n s t a n c e s t h a t i  v e m e n t i o n e d , b u t i t showe d 

t h i n k i n g o n 1  rapu 1 ses .  No t v> : r y  r a t i o n a l . 

v e s , u o yo u t h i n k t h a t yo u f o r e s a w t n e i n d i g e n c y ; 

r b l a c k s t n a t cam - p r e t t y muc h w i t h t h e M o n t g o m e r y bu s 

ind a l i t h a t f o l l o w e d t h a t becam e t h e s l v i i  R i g h t : 

mo v em e n t } i s i d y  ou r  o r e se :  i  n a t ? 

V W ; I t d e pen ci s s  n w  h a t y  o u r n can . 

ipu i  s i n • 

,t t 

j a movemen t 



vw: j did not foresee., and was appalled, a i wiiat began at 

Watts and went on for four summers after, foi lowing Lyndon 

Johnson's civil rights and his voting rights bill. Actually it 

just seemed to me pi ep aster ous and outrageous. But that' :• not 

what you're asking about. 

• i, : no, i'm reai I y wondering whether in '50, ' a i and '52, 

even when you were working an the background for B r own, or even 

when brown came clown, was i r possible for you to look ahead and 

say. "At some point the masses of blacks or large numbers of 

black people who live in tne South are going to go to tne streets 

to reinforce tins court decision to bring about social change." 

vw: i may have mi sunderstood you. but I thought you used 

tne farm vioience. i den't consider that it became a movement of 

vio1ence, It wae nonviolent, 

JE: No, 1 didn't mean to. Not at ail, 

vw: it was nonviolent a no 1 think tne most important thing 

about it. it would have failed if it hadn't been, it failed to 

do what the b 1 a c k power guys wanted to do, but tnat was doomed to 

tail anyway. i'ney'd have been snot IT they had carried on. But 

no, i knew that kind oi person and I knew Martin king and the 

type of person he represented wits a northern education and a 

southei n background, so that didn't surprise me. And 1 went to 

the march in se 1 ma and a i i that without any fear' of any viol en < e. 

J E: 1 assume VOL, never had any notion, even earlier on. 

that the idea of separate cut equal could ever be made to work as 

a social policy. t lis .£_L.es_s.i policy, which by trie t i me you came 
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along was thirty years old, haci already demonstrated, had it not, 

that it could not rescue the South? 

VW: 11 w as a b iatant ra t ionai1zation of s egregatio n , t ha t 's 

how it struck me. Back to the period we've been talking about, 

i t was a combi nat i on of t hi ngs t nat f i gureci 1 n my de ve 1 oprnent 1 n 

this lin, and that was in Arkansas when 1 was going to school 

t n e r e . h o w o 1 ci i wa s a n d j u s t w h e n t ii 1 s it a p p e n e ci i ' v e f o r g o 11 e n 

now. But. there was what was then called the Elaine riots? 

Jt: I hat was in iy|y or '^u right after the war. 

vW: was it that early? Well, 1 remember. i hen i. remember 

rn y father. , . . "I h e a o v e r n or was n a m e d B rough . 1 b el i eve ii e 

was from Johns Hopkins. I remember that name. lie knew rny father 

and entertained him at nome. Me got him to serve on a commissior 

to go out t he r e a nci r epor t , not t hat he ci i ci an y i h i ng or e ou 1 ci cio 

a n y t h i n g , b u t h e ci i d g o . A n :.i t h r o u g n t h at 1 g o t a n o 11 o n o f t h e 

horror of what mi girt happen and what was happening. I wasn't old 

Jt: Something your father conveyed to you verbally, do you 

vw: I can't remember . By that time 1 was only eleven or 

twel ve year s old, My se conci s uch snocker about t nat 11 me or 

maybe a little later was seeing a in ansman in uniform, come into 

the Methodist Church that my tat her was a member of and march up 

and give a do n at i o n t o t h e c n u r c h a n d was t h a n k e ci b y t h e m iniste r 

and walked out. that would have been around the 1920's. 
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JL: uo you r e m e m b e r jn own ? Iks day of G r o w n ? the day the 

d e c i s i o n came d o w n , w h e r e vou w e r e ? tic; you c e l e b r a t e that in 

anv wav ? 

vW: Nay w , 1954 Yes. j. celebrated i re member it 

coincided with warn w uld have been tne last. . . , Well , 

shortly after ê  r about that time, 1 got an invitation from the 

University of Virginia asking me to lecture on Southern history 

and I connected it to Brown. 

•Jfc.: "This is mv chance. This is mv shot, ;' 

vW: Yes. And I iiad to do it fast because 1 haci already 

accepted an invitation to teach for a year at Oxford, so I did it 

t ii a t s 11 rn m e r . 

jr.; u o vou r e m e m b e r the a u d i e n c e at V i r g i n i a w h e n vou g a v e 

i h a t iecTui'e? 

v W: j re me m is e r t h a t t h e r e w a r e b 1 a c k s i n t h e a u ci i e n c e a n ci 

t h a t they w e r e not s e p a r a t e . h o w m a n y L d o n ' t K n o w . rtay.be a 

h u n d r e d , m a y b e t w o h u n d r e d , b i t I did w a t c h a m a n w h o J had 

r e a s o n to r e s p e c t n the law sc h o o l , tie w a s a meimbei of the 1 a w 

faculty there. I expected him to come up and say some thing 

positive. be cams up and he didn't say a God damn thing, Bui 

Tnat wasn't. . , i don't think. . . .typical. i. was received 

respectfully, but there weren't any fireworks about it. t was 

.] ust a visit i ng pr ofessor , 

it : well, it'a a fascinating period of rime, what I'm 

going to end up doing with tins, i truly don't Know, ihar 

P r oo ab i v sc u n ci s a 1 1111 e , 

http://rtay.be


v W : rio iu nave got quite a subject. i 'm s o rry 

,c autobi oqrapni ca i , out 

i u t tneu3n. Jt: i nis is exactly what 1 wanted 

that's why 1 was so eager to come and talk to you, 

vw: I've tried to be accui ate ana may have made mists ess. 

one does in tnese things. cut t have recorded some or it in the 

is oo k 1 me nt i oned , 1 n i n Kjna. Back , alt r, o u g h i h a v e n ' i w r i 11 e n m u c h 

sinee then. 

J t : w eli, j. car t a i n 

t N i' a1 i A PE 1 , SlOfc 6 

; Nb 01 3 N I e b v 11. w 

appreciate it 


