10/25/99

Met with Sandra [“Saundra”] Vamper 9/10/99 see transcript

She recommended Ruth Atkins

Marion Stanback 944-1963

from jw:when broadway got the grant there was a targeted area but we assumed because it was such a small area it would include the entire section. The night we went to downtown Aberdeen there was Steve Biggs, Frankie McNeill [don’t use:mixed bag, mary kay a great human being the one mcneill that gets it] was the mayor then, [laurie,too] 8 people from bway, yellow line, on a map, what’s this yellow line mean frankie and steve look at the each other and say well if you’re inside the yellow line you get water, sewer and your house’s rehabed. what if your outside, you get nothing. it’s one of those moments when you’re an organizer that you say oh shit. it was 200 years of oppression that came to the surface of everybody face in that room. once again we have been had. 75% of the steering com. was outside that line. We walked out and nobody would speak to me. Stood on the steps of the town hall, and one of the members said we need to have a meeting immediately. So we met at Sandra’s house the next night. And I asked everyone to go around the table and say how that made them feel. Vanessa McNeil, a woman who has not worked with us since then said “this makes me feel like 1962 when I tried out for the Aberdeen High basketball team and they wouldn’t let me play because I was black.” Everyone had the same experience--the same old, same old. 

sv:Broadway[from sv’s trans.] 

jesse did some finding our voices training and like I tell everybody that helped me a lot  as far as being open and able to speak in front of all those people. 

ppp: I think they do excellent work. I often tell people; people ask me who live in different areas and they be talking at work and people always say you want something, know something about community go see Sondra, she can tell you where to to, how to do it. And I always tell them to call Jesse, cause I think they have a lot of problems in the organization but I still think they do good work. And I glad that with the problems they’ve had they didn’t just fold.

They’re working a lot with low-income white people. And I’ve worked some with the 211 bypass project   and I think they help people alot. Like I said if it wasn’t for getting involved with them I probably wouldn’t be in Broadway now,  I’d be some place else because it was just--. But since the revitalization we’ve had 2 homes built over here. So that’s a plus. Now instead of people moving away we’ve got people moving back. 

We’ve come to a standstill. I tried to call meetings but it will take time because the main people that worked like I said were out of the target area so they still--they say they don’t have animosity--but still. 

Our goals were to go as a united group--when I first moved back here. I lived here and then my mother got married and we moved to Southern Pines, but my grandfather stayed here.When I moved back to Broadway I had gone to the Town several times asking [for help] with the street.When it rained you couldn’t get in and out from down here. They’d listen but they’d never commit to doing nothing. [We were in the city limits.] They’d come over and put some dirt in it  so you could come in and out but every time it rained it would wash it out. They even stopped doing that because they said it wasn’t a city maintained street and they couldn’t keep doing it, that they were doing it as a good faith gesture. 

Jesse said you  need to get organized, they aren’t going to listen to just one person. May 93 we got to where we were organized enough, had a spokesperson, went down to the town meeting, told them we were coming, that our community needed water and sewer, needed house renovations because lots of people, elderly, were on fixed income or couldn’t afford it. We went and that night we had the whole community, the young and old, everybody, went down and presented ourselves and the board said okay we’ll take it to a work session and then vote on it. 

Then I stood up and said [I found out that night I was out of line] but I stood up and asked them why couldn’t they vote that night? Why can’t you vote now, we’re here and we want to know [not knowing I wasn’t supposed to do that] and everybody in the audience said that’s right, that’s right, vote now, vote now. So the mayor , Mr. Page said, okay, he looked at the board and they said okay we’ll go ahead and vote. Put the question to them. When I think about it it was funny. When he asked all in favor, everybody in the audience said yes right along with the board. I guess it’s unanimous that the town would apply for a grant so that was a victory in itself. I think it was the following Sept we got word that the application had been approved. In the meantime the 211 bypass project came along, they wanted to spend $70,000,000 on a bypass and we went back to them and said we’re over here with one way in and one way out, can’t get emergency vehicles in. School buses in the morning three buses come at the same time, one has to pull over so the others can get by.

We had a press conference up at the wall that closed the road off to bring attention to the fact that they wanted to spend 70 million dollars on a bypass that people didn’t want and here we were over here can can’t get in and out. We went before the state, the county, the town and everybody keep saying “It’s private property” and they can’t do anything about it, even though it used to be a road through there. 

One person here who was willing to donate a portion of his land if the town or county or somebody could get some type of access through there. Because up that way the fire dept. and police dept.  is right there but they have to come all the way down to get over here, If they had that entrance where they used to be they could come right up across and be here in no time. We tried, but still no luck with that. One way in. Since we’ve been before the town they do do work like fourth of July it used to be we couldn’t go in or out at all because of the traffic, cars parked everywhere, but now the Town in the last 3 or 4 years come over before and put no parking signs and roped off, so you can get in and out.

has anyone ever been directly to Mr. Johnson and said, “look this is our problem. Will you help us?”

No, I don’t think nobody’s gone before him and asked him to help. 

that’s something to consider. we keep in touch, i tell  Jesse, we’re not organized like we used to be. A lot of the people who were really into it, some of them have died and ...When we got into it we thought the whole community was going to benefit but there was a target area and after we found out about that it sort of like killed some of the ....for some of the people who didn’t benefit from it. 

We met and talked about how that affected the community. People went back to the thing that the town knew exactly what they were doing, that they knew they weren’t doing something for the whole community but they didn’t say nothing and just did the part in the city limits because the portions that did not get anything were out of the city limits. If we had known that, since then they’ve gone before the town and been annexed into the town, if we knew  that from the beginning, probably we would have asked to be annexed earlier so that the whole community could have benefitted. But through that process  you know it’s learn, learn. It took some of the zeal but we kept on and the town worked with us, we went before SCAP in Carthage and they came in and did some weatherization to those houses that did not get renovated so everybody got something. The town did make that commitment. 

advocates or stumbling--Pat Ann McMurray has been very helpful. She volunteered to be on a committee with comm. and residents. She came over and if we had any questions or there was something we didn’t understand, she’d help with that. SBs: I’m going to stay, no at that time but the present board I’m going to be honest, I haven’t attended town meetings like I used to because  my job title at work has changed, I’m in an administrative position now and I’m not fortunate enough to be a day administrator, I’m an evening administrator, I work 2-10, so I’m not able to attend. I understand we have some people now that if they had been on the board then, we probably wouldn’t have gotten what we got. 

I’ve picked up with the historical district they did away with it, present board.

8/99It was miserably hot, over 100 degrees, both Saturday and Sunday. Mother seemed okay outwardly, as she usually does in a crisis, keeping the emotion to herself. Sat. night Erik and I drove to Don Kennedy’s for a visit with the Butler folks. We arrived before anyone else, so we drove to Aberdeen lake, then through Broadway, and finally Midway. The Lake, playground, tennis courts and other amenities have been spruced up in the past few years. I saw no one swimming, but it was say hot. On the swings several black children played as their parents watched. In Broadway we saw where the road was blocked by Lawrence Johnson. There is a heavy wooden fence, weathered now. Some of the streets are not paved. I don’t know where the Aberdeen line is, but somewhere in the community. There were people sitting on porches, hanging around cars. A big guy rode a motorcycle up a bare patch of ground near us; some folks smiled and waved, probably at our happy Beetle.

12/99 Interview with Wm. Merritt

Eulalia Hemenway and Wm. Merritt-see Aberdeen Jnl. her mother’s brother was George Thomas. Was her name Iris? people in Bway friendly with Pages worked for Pages. Mr. Clark Berkley was a pullman porter for their coaches

There was a colored settlement near the playground, between a swamp and Aberdeen-Merritt and Hemenway grew up there. Mary Taylor lived next door. She worked for Pages. See R Pages’ gzatte- Father Frank Merritt farmed for Frank? Fred? Page near Taylor Chem. peach farm. Mrs. Wilder

Merrit worked in Pinehurst as a caddy-best golf was an Australian doctor/ he and woman won a tournament, he and J McK were boys together

fished a lot as boy she did, too She was a housekeeper for different people

He was Mr. Will Blue’s butler/houseboy-- fired the furnace, wore a white jacket, clean clothes 

grandmother was not in slavery; g-father was in Kentucky, said they had plenty to eat 

EH: people ahve always been kind to me in stores

WM: treatment a lot better now. stores treated me nice for years

12/2/99 This afternoon I talked to Theron Thomas. He explained Wm. Thomas, who shoed horses in Aberdeen, was his grandfather. His son [Theron’s father] George Thomas was a brickmason. Mrs. Eulalia Hemenway  is his first cousin. She and her brother Wm. Merritt live at 600 Thomas Ave., just up the block from Sandra Vamper. Their house is a modest gray frame home with a screened front porch. The living room was in mild disarray. There were two white plastic outdoor chairs and a worn velour patterned sofa with a missing bottom cushion. In front was a coffee table with two small dishes on it, one with water in it and one with a chalky substance. 

Mrs. Hemenway moved the table back and forth, then placed a box of what looked like clean laundry on the sofa. She sat on the table, I tired to get her to sit somewhere else but she said she was  comfortable, She is old and has alzheimer’s, according to Thomas’s wife. She couldn’t tell me when she was born. She knew a little about the old days, but her brother William Merrit knew more.

When I told him who may dad was, he said they were boys together. I couldn’t get him to say exactly what that meant. Dad gave him ride to Pinehurst County Club, it seems, when he was a caddy [and Dad owned the Manor].

Merrit is tall, has a toothy smile, and wears clothes that are dirty and worn. He had on a cotton sweater-white, green, blue and red. His gray pants were soiled at the knees and calves. He was friendly and said he enjoyed talking to me.

gfarrell:George: The houses I remember. We had maid and I remember going to her house,and the walls--she used cardboard and newspapers to cover them. We called her Annie Lou, lived in Broadway.

Her husband or common-law husband worked in a tobacco warehouse [this was before OSHA]. And this was a wonderful thing for them because he got this big settlement and they built a house.  Concrete blocks. I remember it had a concrete floor which was kind of nice because the other house had no insulation at all.

g.farrell:Blanche despised Talbot. I’m trying to think of all the reasons

[I don’t think we have that much time:Angela]

The worst was that when they hired her she was a child, 13, 14. She found him condescending [must have been bad for those days because everybody was condescending to blacks] I think he was very cheap, didn’t pay for a day’s worth of work. She tells the story of how TJ made most of his money. Many of the blacks in Broadway--as you remember Broadway  comes into much of the land the Johnsons owned. Backs into Broadway.

A:Not any more.

G:Many of those blacks had land back in that Forest Hills area and I don’t know if there was a plantation there or what but they were deeded that property probably before the turn of the century.

During the Depression  many blacks couldn’t pay the taxes and Talbot, being a lawyer had records of the people who owed taxes. So he went to those people and he’d say youre in trouble, I’m going to do you a favor and he’d pay their taxes. ANd they would deed him the land. Supposedly that’s how he got the land. 

A: LLJohnson his uncle? set out a development 2 acre lots for blacks from Pages.

G: Maybe they got the land from the other Johnson, they bought it from the Johnsons, couldn’t pay the taxes and he got it.??

