Jock Lauterer
Conducted by Tom Bowers on March 24, 2008
In Carroll Hall 
(49:19)

This is an accurate account of the interview, but it is not a transcript.
Lauterer was a student in the school from 1963 to 1967.

He returned to teach part-time from 1983-86, and he joined the faculty in 2001.

Track 1 (10:53). He grew up as a “faculty brat” in Chapel Hill, with his mother and brother. His family, including his mother, had been associated with the university and the library for a long time. He grew up in Lewis Round Wilson Library because his mother worked there. It was idyllic, and the university was his front yard when he lived on Pritchard Avenue. He walked and biked everywhere. He had a paper route for the Chapel Hill News-Leader (under Roland Giduz) when he was eight. He later was a paper boy for the Chapel Hill Weekly through high school. He remembered Joe Jones and Jim Shumaker of the Weekly. Lauterer was also a printer’s devil at the newspaper. It was situated where the Bank of America building is now located on Rosemary Street. Most children in Chapel Hill were connected with the university, and Carrboro was sort of off-limits—a real class division, but not racial. The towns were segregated racially. Church Street was the dividing line between blacks and whites in Chapel Hill (east of Church Street was white), and he lived one block from it. Never the twain did meet. One of his good, “spend-the-night” buddies was the singer James Taylor, and Lauterer told the story of how Taylor taught him to play the guitar. He also told why he still thinks of Taylor as “Sweet Baby James.”

Track 2 (8:55). He developed an interest in journalism at an early age. Lots of male mentors in town helped him, including Jim Shumkaker, Bill Prouty, Bill Brinkhous, and Jim Wallace of the Daily Tar Heel. People worked their way into journalism by starting as paperboys, and that is what he did. He was encouraged as a photographer, and he had a Brownie box camera that his mother gave him. He got a lot of help with photography at Foister’s Camera Store on Franklin Street. Martha Gill, his high school journalism teacher, was an inspiration to him. He started at the Daily Tar Heel in the first summer session he was at UNC. Jim Wallace, who was a graduating senior and the paper’s photographer, took him under his wing, when Lauterer was only one week out of high school. Hugh Stevens was the editor that first summer session, and he threw away Lauterer’s first photograph because it was too bad. He worked on the DTH for four years, mostly as chief photographer. He remembered some of the assignments he did, including assignments to photograph Lyndon Johnson, Bob Hope and Hubert Humphrey. It was a rich era for a young photographer because of the Vietnam War, the speaker-ban law in North Carolina, women’s rights and civil rights demonstrations. Because of his mother’s influence, he marched in demonstrations as a high school student, and that later got him into trouble with Shumaker. One day, he took photographs for the Chapel Hill Weekly in front of Colonial Drug Store, which was segregated. He took photographs of the demonstration, put down his camera, and picked up a sign and marched. Shumaker castigated him for that. 

Track 3 (12:56). He recalled the School of Journalism at the time. All the faculty members were his mentors and surrogate fathers. Joe Morrison used to throw erasers to wake Lauterer in class. Morrison had a Flatbush, Brooklyn accent that sounded like Elmer Fudd, and he called Lauterer “Watuhwuh.” Walter Spearman was wonderful: “There had to be something wrong with your DNA if you didn’t love Spearman.” He sat in his office with his feet on his desk and said, “Come on in!” He smoked like a train, including in class. Lauterer took Spearman’s editorial writing class in the same room where he later taught photography (Howell 12). Ken Byerly got Lauterer into the community newspaper business, including his first internship, and gave him advice when he started his own newspaper, two years out of school. Jim Shumaker taught Lauterer a lot about journalism at the Chapel Hill Weekly, especially the “So What and Who Cares” rule. Jack Adams taught ethics, and Lauterer still uses some of his ideas in his own courses. Wayne Danielson was dean and helped him get started in publishing books, beginning with the picture book about Chapel Hill—Only in Chapel Hill. In the interview, Lauterer looked through a copy of the book and talked about it. He especially talked about the picture of the speaker ban event—how he took it and how it later figured in the introduction to his future wife many years later. (She was a demonstrator in the picture and several years later still remembered him as the photographer in the tree.) 

Track 4 (4:18). He came back to the school in 1983 to teach part-time, and the school had more students and faculty members. Space was at an absolute premium in Howell Hall, and he ended up in what had been a closet under the steps. It was extremely hot in the office. He and Harry Amana had offices that were six feet wide and 14 feet long, and they could touch both sides of their offices at the same time. He returned to Howell Hall recently after avoiding it for a long time. It still smelled the same and had the same feel when he walked through the ground floor hallway. He remembered how people interacted so much more in Howell than they do in Carroll. Many people met as they went up and down the stairwells. He recalled a story of how Chuck Stone and Jim Shumaker met on the stairs one day and started talking. They got so involved in their conversation that they forgot what their original destination had been. 

Track 5 (10:40). After he graduated, he went to the North Carolina mountains to start his own newspaper. Bill Prouty had told him when he left Carolina, “You will be back,” but Lauterer did not believe him and set out to prove him wrong. He went to Rutherford County in 1969 and started a paper called This Week with two partners. It became the best weekly newspaper in the state. It became so good that they felt they had to switch to daily publication, even though they did not want to. He sold out to his partners in 1980 and started the McDowell Express. He ran it for three years when the economy forced him to sell. In 1986, he went to Brevard College to be close to his children and was director of public information for Brevard and was in charge of the journalism program and the student newspaper. In 1991, he went to Penn State University to start a photojournalism program. An old DTH buddy, Steve Knowlton, was the chair of the search committee. He was there for 10 years, when he and his new wife came back to Chapel Hill in 2001. He talked about his Carolina Community Media Project, which was inspired by Ken Byerly and the book he had written. Because he was going to teach a course in community journalism, Lauterer wrote the first edition of his textbook. He wanted to create a state center for community newspapers in Pennsylvania, but the Penn State faculty said no. Richard Cole supported the idea of such an outreach center at UNC. He has led 120 workshops in seven summers, about 15 per summer. He has 80 more to go.

Track 6 (1:37). He said he was very blessed to have grown up in the Chapel Hill community, wanting to go into journalism. He could not imagine a better town, a better era, or a better set of mentors to do that. He said people at the DTH made fun of the school and said they learned more at the paper. He was inspired by people at the school.
