
Breschi revisits Buckeyes
UNC coach faces 
former players

dth/Melissa Abbey

UNC defeated Robert Morris 14-11 last weekend in its first game of the 
season. The Tar Heels boast the No. 1 player and recruiting class this year.

By Evan G. Marlow
Staff writer

Following the 2008 lacrosse 
season, coach Joe Breschi arrived 
at his alma mater, North Carolina, 
after leaving Ohio State — where 
he spent 11 seasons building a 
team from scratch.

On Saturday, Breschi will return 
to Columbus for the first time as 
an opposing coach, when the No. 
3 Tar Heels face the Buckeyes in 
their famous football stadium. 

“We know this game will have a 
little bit more meaning for coach 
Breschi,” senior captain Billy Bitter 
said. “Just in a sense that he started 
his family out there and he started 
a great program there.”

Breschi downplayed the home-
coming aspect of the game, noting 
that he has already been back to 
visit Columbus with his family.

“We spent a week seeing friends 
and family members and it was 
great to see everybody,” Breschi 
said. “So this is more of a business 
trip for me.”

Though he’s been gone for 
almost three years, Breschi’s 
imprint is still strong on the 
Buckeye team. He was responsible 
for recruiting the Buckeyes’ cur-
rent junior and senior classes.

And the ties between the two 
teams don’t end there. The Tar 
Heels’ chief assistant coach, Pat 
Myers, is the brother of Ohio State 
head coach Nick Myers, who spent 
five years as one of Breschi’s assis-
tants.

The Tar Heels have beaten 
Ohio State in each of Breschi’s two 

seasons as head coach — once at 
Chapel Hill and once at a neutral 
site in Baltimore — and he admit-
ted the games have been tough on 
his emotions.

“(Nick and I are) both miserable 
after the game regardless of who 
wins,” Breschi said. “No one’s really 
happy after the game, regardless of 
the outcome.”

Though Breschi and the Tar 
Heels will have to endure one 
more year of the rivalry, the coach 
will soon be able to breathe a sigh 
of relief. This will be the last year 
the two teams will play during the 
regular season, as the coaches have 
agreed to scrimmage instead.

“We’re such good friends that we 
felt it was in the best interest mov-
ing forward to just scrimmage and 
work together,” Breschi said.

UNC will need to shut down an 
explosive Ohio State offense led 
by sophomore attackmen Logan 
Schuss and Jeff Tundo. 

The Tar Heels will need to do a 

better job on Schuss than they did 
last year, when the Canadian lit up 
UNC for seven goals.

Preseason All-American Bitter 
is looking forward to playing in 
the legendary Ohio Stadium, also 
known as The Horseshoe.

“It’s probably one of the most 
famous college venues out there,” 
he said. “We’re all excited to get up 
north and play in that incredible 
atmosphere.”

With all the outside factors 
involved with the matchup, it 
might prove hard for the Tar Heels 
to focus on the actual game.

But Breschi believes once the 
game starts, it will just be two 
teams battling for a valuable win.

“I think you can put all the 
personal things aside once the 
whistle blows and attack it for 60 
minutes and see who comes out 
on top,” he said. 

Contact the Sports Editor
at sports@dailytarheel.com.

““My length always 
bothers people, sur-
prises people. It’s 
something you’ve 
got to deal with.”

John Henson
UNC forward

“I was more reacting 
to the way the dude 
fell. That was a Blake 
Griffin-type dunk.”

Kendall 
Marshall 
UNC POINT GUARD

“Since 1994 I’ve 
been a huge advo-
cate of a no-stall 
rule in our game.”

Jenny levy
women’s lax coach

“I had my hopes up 
that we would actu-
ally have many, 
many more specta-
tors in the stands.”

elmar 
bolowich
former men’s 
soccer coach

That’s What 
They Said
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In the season after “the King” LeBron James left town, 
the Cavaliers promptly resumed their role as one of the 
worst teams in the league. After beating the New York 
Knicks on Dec. 18 the Cavaliers lost a record 26 games 

in a row.  Last Friday the 
streak mercifully came to 
an end as the Cavaliers took 
down Blake Griffin and the 
Clippers in Quicken Loans 
Arena. Things can only get 
better from here.

The E evator

Wake Forest 
Basketball

Waiting for P.J.  Hairston

After battling Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
all last season, the Kelford, N.C. native 
came back to her teammates this sea-
son adding a much needed force in the 
paint. Breland was just named to the 
Naismith Midseason top 30 list despite 
missing a short stint of ACC action this 
season due to a minor left knee injury. 

She is joined on the watchlist by teammate Italee Lucas. 

After consecutive 2-for-14 nights from behind the 
three point line at Duke and Clemson the Tar Heels 
came home to the Smith Center looking to shake off 
the slump.  Instead, they connected on only five of 27 
attempts. The Tar Heels now find themselves next to 
last in 3 point shooting percentage in the ACC. North 
Carolina will have to find the stroke if they want to 
contend for the ACC title down the stretch.

After being decimat-
ed by N.C. State last 
weekend, Wake came 
to the Smith Center and 
was out-played by a poor 
performance from UNC. 
Coach Jeff Bzdelik has had 
a rough go of it in his first 
season in control notching only 
one conference win. 

P.J. Hairston has committed to play basketball 
for the Tar Heels next season 
but the 6-foot-4-inch swing-
man from Hargrave Military 
Academy has already played 
two games on the Smith 
Center floor. In those two 
games he has compiled 48 

points including a 3-3 three-point shooting perfor-
mance against the North Carolina JV team.

On the rise

Jessica Breland

UNC 3-point  Shooting

Sporting some sweet new all-blue uni-
forms on the inside cover of the 2011 
Yearbook that look like the Kansas City 
Royals circa 1973, the UNC base-
ball team is ready to get the sea-
son underway. The season begins 
today with the first of four games 
in California. Last year was the first 
time in five seasons that the Tar Heels 
did not make the trip to the College 
World Series. Coach Mike Fox will be 
looking make another trip to the CWS 
this year.

Cleveland Cavaliers

New Baseball threads

On the decline
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