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Joe Thompson, who has been honored for keeping alive black string music
traditions, said he was honored to play an inaugural celebration Sunday at
the Century Center. His rendition of “| Shall Not Be Moved"” was one of the
highlights of the evening. Thompson turned 93 in December.
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“In my 65 years, I've never
seen anything like that — the
magnitude of it,” he said.

Farrar, who volunteered last
February with the Obama cam-
paign in the early and critical South
Carolina primary, said he was con-
fident then that Obama would be
elected, but didnt know that he
himself would be at the inaugura-
tion. The bus ride up and back and
seeing the millions assembled have
left him charged and ready to con-
tinue the work, he said.

“If we're willing and able to
stand up for change, then change
will come,” Farrar said.

A few hundred yards from
Farrar’s vantage point, at the top
steps of the Lincoln Memorial,
Carrboro Mayor Mark Chilton,
his wife, Quaker Harmon, and
their two sons, Alex and Samuel,
also witnessed the event.

Chilton said getting around
was a lot easier than portrayed in
media reports. Though they were
at first reluctant to go, watching
his sons experience the enthusi-
asm of the moment and seeing
them understand the importance
of it was a special joy, he said.

Especially among the African-
Americans in the crowd, Chilton
said, “you could see this was a very
emotional moment. You could see
the pride on people’s faces.”

Fourth District U.S. Con-
gressman David Price had a
close-up view of the proceedings,
seated along with other members
of Congress on the steps of the
Capitol.

“We were cold, but we were
also very excited,” he said. “This
was a huge watershed event in our
history.”

Looking out over the crowd,
Price said, it was obvious that this
was a once-in-a-lifetime moment.
“It was not just the view,” he said,
“but the echoes coming from the
far reaches of the crowd.”

Obama’s inauguration speech
marked more than the passing
of the torch to a new generation,
Price said, but also was clearly
meant to signal the new presi-
dent’s intention to make a “sharp
break from the past.”

Price, who recently introduced
legislation to close the detention
center at Guantanamo as well as
revamp interrogation procedures,
said he has hopes the new admin-
istration will act quickly in those
areas.

Here at home, with an over-
night snowstorm leading to all
kinds of changes in plans, the
moment was equally powerful.

“The snow made sure we were
all at home watching together,”
said Moses Carey, who served
on the Orange County Board of
Commissioners for two decades
and was recently named head of
the state’s Employment Security
Commission.

Carey took in the changing of
the country’s leadership with his
wife, Peggy Richmond, and two
grandchildren.

“T was able to talk about it with
my grandchildren and it gave me
an opportunity to talk with them
about the future of our nation
and their future,” he said. “The
significant thing for me was that
he asked us all to be responsible

The crowd at the Orange County Social Club at noon on Tuesday — the moment it
was announced that although he hadn’t been sworn in yet, Barack Obama became

the 44th president of the United States of America

again as a nation and as people.”

Thomas Mills, a Carrboro-
based political consultant and a
Democrat, watched the inaugu-
ration at home with his wife and
two little ones. The semi-steady
fall of snow sealed the excuse to
just sit put and savor this historic
moment with family.

Asked to describe his thoughts
on the day, Mills responded, “I
was thinking that the change
Barack Obama embodies is truly
remarkable. An African-Ameri-
can man with a very short po-
litical resume has captured the
imagination of the American
people by describing a very dif-
ferent country than the one we've
been living in.”

Having his younger kids
bouncing about the house, clearly
feeding on their folks' energy
— and thrilled, of course, with
the snow, new snow suits, snow
angels and hot chocolate — made
this moment more special still.

“My wife and I both felt a
renewed sense of patriotism,”
Mills = said, “something we
haven’t felt in a long time. My
19-year-old daughter was raised
hearing me complain about the
misguided actions of our gov-
ernment. | hope my 3-year-old
and 9-month-old can be proud
of what our country is doing
and where it’s headed, not just
what it’s done in the past.”

Of Obama’s speech, Mills said
he felt that it “repudiated the fail-
ures of the Bush administration
while outlining Obama’s vision
for the future,” which embodies
“leading by example, not force,
and reclaiming our moral author-
ity in the world.”

Stephen Murtaugh, of the
band Transportation, watched at
his Chatham County home with
wife, Emily.

“Is great to finally say the
words I almost feared to speak
because I'm superstitious and
didn’t want to jinx it President
Obama,” he said. “I thought he
gave a great speech, and struck
the right tone for the occasion,
optimistic but with a clear sense
of the challenge.

“I particularly dug the Valley
Forge reference. It really brought
home the historic nature of this
day, to compare it to that time.”

Murtaugh also said the snow
helped make the day special.

“Being snowed in really made
it that much more special, a bo-
nus day off with snow angels and
snowball fights and just hanging
out around the house. I think I
will remember this day for a long
time.”

Eliza Liptzin DuBose of Car-
rboro celebrated with family and
friends: “One person felt it was
easier and cleaner to breathe. One
felclike they had to keep checking
their reality perimeter. Another
felt relieved. Many cried. I put on
my Mardi Gras mask and walked
up to the Weave to do my volun-
teer hours and buy champagne.”

Those not at home set up tele-
visions and tuned in radios at
work or made their way out to the
clubs, restaurants and other spots
to watch the ceremony.

Hundreds of UNC students
bustled into the student union
between classes to pack the Great
Hall, where a large screen was set
up for viewing the inauguration.

Outside the hall in the entry-

Neal's Deli.

way to the union, more students
— many of them first-time voters
— crowded around a small televi-
sion to get a glimpse of the new
president’s address, and hushed

one another as the ceremony be-

gan.
The atmosphere was over-
whelmingly  celebratory, and

cheers echoed throughout the
union as Obama and Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden took their oaths
of office. When the crowd at the
ceremony was directed to stand,
the students in the union stood
with them; and when Rev. Rick
Warren over-enunciated Obama’s
daughters’ names — Malia and
Sasha — the union erupted with
laughter.

Sophomore ~ Sally  Turner
ducked out of the snow into the
union between her classes to
watch the president’s address.

“It’s the first election I could
vote in,” she said. “I'm excited.”

When asked what excited her
about Obama, Turner replied,
“The idea of change and hope.

“It’s just so historic.”

Tuesday’s weather didn’t deter
many students; and though some
classes had been canceled, many
came to campus just to watch the
inauguration.

Kita Blackmon, a freshman,
said she felt the inauguration was
a turning point for America.

“This is a step for change. This
is the beginning,” she said.

Blackmon made it to campus
to watch the inauguration with
her fellow students, despite the
cancelation of all of her classes.

“I just think it shows how far
America has come,” freshman

Miranda Patterson said, adding

REAL ESTATE & CLASSIFIEDS

Complimentary commemorative cupcakes were on hand at
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that she had called her grand-
mother that morning, who was
“so excited.”

“Tjust think it's amazing,” Pat
terson said.

Disha Gandhi, a junior, said
that with Obama being the first
person of color to be elected presi-
dent of the United States, “Now
you know kids have hope.”

In downtown Carrboro, the
Orange County Social Club was
packed and broke into cheers at
noon when CNN announced
that even though the swearing
in had not taken place, Obama
was officially president. Other
huzzahs went out for the new
president’s pledge to not compro-
mise the country’s values in the
name of security, and for Aretha
Franklin’s hat.

Down the street in Chapel
Hill, people huddled at the plastic
benches of the Italian Pizzeria 111
on Franklin Street drinking beers
and staring eagerly at the two
big-screen T'Vs projecting the cer-
emony.

When Obama was sworn in as
the 44th president of the United
States, the bar erupted in a pan-
demonium of cheers. Beer glasses
were raised in toasts and congrat-
ulations.

“Progress. He is a symbol of
the progress our country has
made over the years and the prog-
ress that will be made,” said Jen-
nifer Elander of Durham.

Others saw the speech as a call
to continue the efforts.

“T think this event will also
open our eyes to the changes that
still need to be made to embrace
our country’s diversity,” said Elyse
Keefe of Asheville.
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APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Come Home for the Holidays
to Abbey Court, we offer 1,2 and 3
bedroom condos starting at $550.
2 months free rent on 2 bdrm. w/13
month lease! Come check us out
today! ww.tarheelcos.com EHO.

919/929-2220

HOMES FOR SALE

CARRBOROTOWNHOUSE Tucked-
away in the Bolin Forest neighbor-
hood. 2BR, 1.5 baths. Eat-in kitchen,
FP, W/ D, private deck overlooking
woods. Walk to bus stop. $174,000
Weaver Street Realty 929-5658 929-
5658

COOL HOUSE ON 2AC LOT Cool
contemporary with all the bells &
whistles; designer appliances, cove
lighting, pocket doors, amazing
screened porch, leather tiled floors,
office/library with built-ins. Large
separate apt too! $535,000 Weaver
Street Realty 929-5658

COTTAGE NEAR JORDAN LAKE
Energy efficient cottage on 5 acres.
Great hilltop vistas. Outstanding op-
portunity for secluded acreage with
small home or add on to create your
dream home. $250,000 Weaver
Street Realty

NEW YEAR SAVINGS! Save up to
$15,000. Rose Walk: New Custom
Townhomes by local builder, Hom-
escape Building Company. Choose
from 3 floorplans. Prices from the
mid $300’s. 2-3 bedrooms. 2.5 - 3.5
baths. Garages. 1.5 miles to Down-
town Carrboro. Chapel Hill/ Carrboro
Schools. Walk to UNC Park and Ride
and University Lake. Gold Winner -
2008 Parade of Homes! YSU Neigh-
borhood Marketing. 919-928-9006.

RARE FIND IN CARRBORO Cus-
tom-built, well-maintained home on
beautiful 0.8 acre park-like lot. 2,746
sq. ft. with oversized 2 car carport
& lots of storage. Huge deck w/ ga-
zebo. Spacious BR’s. Formal DR,
LR w/ fireplace, Rec. rm. w/ oak wet
bar. Open kitchen w/ breakfast bar,
dining area & bay window. $400,000
clloyd@fmrealty.com Chad Lloyd -
(919)-606-8511

REAL ESTATE AGENTS A Carrboro
Citizen classified ad puts your listing
in front of 11,500 readers every week.
Place classified ads yourself at car-
rborocitizen.com - enter your copy,
upload a photo and pay our low rate
in just minutes. We also have great
deals on real estate display ads - call
942-2100 for more information!

a great Carrboro neighborhood.
Vaulted ceils, clerestory windows,
FP, updated kitchen, 2 decks. Corner
lot. $279,000. Weaver Street Realty
929-5658

OFFICE SPACE FOR

LEASE/SALE
OFFICE FOR RENT Downtown

Carrboro Office: 12'x14’, private
entrance, first floor, free off-street
parking. Flexible lease terms; $390/
month plus utilities. 205 W. Weaver
St. (919) 606-2117.

support your
local

advextisers

AUTOS FOR SALE

GET GREAT GAS MILEAGE 1999
Saturn station wagon for sale. 97,000
mi. Dark blue, beige/black interior.
Auto, A/C, power windows, cruise,
traction assist. 4 cyl. engine gets 30-

plus highway mpg. $2500. 919-801-
8589 or 99saturn@mindspring.com.

HELP WANTED

THE LAND TRUST The Land Trust
in Carrboro, a nonprofit provider of
affordable housing, is looking for an
experienced manager of people and
process to serve as our operations
manager. The operations manager
will report to the executive director
and will be responsible for estab-
lishing workplans with our program
managers. The operations manager
will manage all of the organization’s
activities to attain organizational ob-
jectives. Minimum of five years expe-
rience in management, preferably in
the nonprofit field; Must be skilled at
motivating, coaching and coordinat-
ing people of varying backgrounds.
Must also have strong writing and
communication skills. Competitive
nonprofit salary, health and dental
benefits. Send resume and cover let-
ter to cwestfall@ochlt.org or PO Box
307 Carrboro, NC 27510 www.ochlt.

org

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MICHAEL EDWARDS BLDG.
& GRADING Serving the area for
25yrs. Remold, Additions, Histori-
cal renovation, porchs, decks, roofs,
painting, complete home improvment
service, Grading and bobcat, founda-
tion repair dumptruck, clean up, big
or small jobs welcome 933-5458

SERVICES

Wholistic facials Cori Roth,
Licensed Esthetician(#E3914) &
Certified Dr. Hauschka Esthetician.
Offering facials featuring lymph
stimulation, aromatherapeutic com-
presses, declotte massage and
treatments designed for specific
skin conditions. Contact: 919-933-
4748 or divinerose55@gmail.com

CLASSES/

INSTRUCTION

GUITAR LESSONS
Learning a musical instrument will
enhance your mental well being and
help keep your mind healthy! From
beginner to experienced player, Bry-
on Settle can help you reach your
musical potential. Bryon has been
a professional musician for twenty
eight years and has played with
such notable bands as The Pres-
sure Boys, Trailer Bride, Tift Merrit,
Lud and Killer Filler. The teaching
environments are peaceful, com-
fortable spaces that are convenient
to either downtown Hillsborough or
downtown Durham. 919-644-2381
or email bwsettle@gmail.com.
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