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Franklin Street ‘food’-for-all

By Elizabeth Bartholf
Staff Writer

As you dive into your studies 
at UNC this fall, remember to 
crawl out from the stacks in Davis 
Library and check out the local 
restaurants on Franklin Street. 

With over 30 restaurants 
downtown, there’s a lot to choose 
from. Here are some of the top 
picks among students.

Top of the Hill Restaurant

With an outdoor patio over-
looking Franklin Street, Top of 
the Hill Restaurant is a popular 
destination for students.

“We bring an environment that 
makes all walks of life comfort-
able,” said floor manager Steven 
Torchio. “Anyone from a professor 
to an undergrad to a blue-collar 
worker, we have something for 
everyone.”

Compared to other restaurants 
around town, Torchio said Top 
of the Hill — which is at 100 E. 
Franklin St.  — aims to connect 
customers to life in the town.

“We try to make you feel at 
home right in Chapel Hill,” he 
said.

R&R Grill

As a family-owned restaurant, 
Rob Moll said R&R Grill at 	137 
E. Franklin St. brings a personal 
touch to the dining experience 
with their made from-scratch 
dishes.

“This is a great place to bring 
your parents or come on a first 

date,” said Moll, who is an owner. 
“It’s a great place to kick back and 
relax.”

With several plasma screens, 
Moll says R&R Grill is also a pop-
ular spot for watching Carolina 
sporting events.

Spanky’s Restaurant & Bar

With 35 years of busi-
ness under its belt, Spanky’s 
Restaurant & Bar at 101 E. 
Franklin St. is best known for its 
cooked-to-order burgers, said 
floor manager Drew Hansel.

“We do ribs and barbecue bet-
ter than any place on (Franklin) 
Street,” he said. “It’s really that 
good.”

Spanky’s also prides itself on 
bringing more than good food 
to the community. As the found-

memorable performances

Lilyan Vigo plays the Sugar Plum Fairy in Carolina 
Ballet’s performance of “The Nutcracker.” 
Memorial Hall hosts the performance every year at 

the start of the holiday season. For information about this 
year’s Memorial Hall performances, see page 24. 
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From ‘taters to teriyaki, 
Chapel Hill restaurants 

have what you crave.

ing restaurant of the Chapel Hill 
Restaurant Group, Spanky’s part-
ners with other restaurants and 
donates to public schools.

“The Chapel Hill Restaurant 
Group is the number one donator 
in the county for Chapel Hill pub-
lic schools,” he said. “We believe 
highly in schools.”

Sakura Xpress

Just around the corner from 

Spanky’s on Columbia Street, 
Sakura Xpress offers quick service 
and quality Japanese dishes, said 
manager Pat Thirakoun. 

The $5 special on teriyaki and 
hibachi chicken attracts many col-
lege students on a budget to the 
110 N. Columbia St. location.

But what really draws students 
in, Thirakoun said, is the res-
taurant’s “secret special shrimp 
sauce.” 

You’ll have try it for yourself 
and come back for more, like the 
majority of Sakura customers. 
Thirakoun won’t be sharing his 
recipe any time soon. 

“It’s a Japanese secret,” he said, 
smiling. “If I tell you, I’ve got to 
kill you.”

Contact the City Editor
at city@dailytarheel.com.

“We bring an 
environment that 
makes all walks of life 
comfortable.”
Steven Torchio,
Top of the Hill floor manager
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Carolina Courses Online
No matter where your busy life takes you, Carolina Courses Online are only a mouse click away. 
These Web-based UNC-Chapel Hill courses are intended primarily for nontraditional students. 
Registration is now open for Fall  2012 in the following courses:

Note:  Courses are subject to cancellation. For current information and registration, visit fridaycenter.unc.edu/cp/cco or call 919-962-1134.  

AFAM 101: The Black Experience
ANTH 102:  Intro to Cultural Anthropology
ANTH 142: Local Cultures, Global Forces
ANTH 277: Gender and Culture
ART 106: Electronic Media
ART 151: History of Western Art I
ART 282: Modernism I: Impressionism and 

Post-Impressionism 
ART 356: Intro to Digital Photography 
ASTR 101: Intro to Astronomy: The Solar System
ASTR 101L: Intro to Astronomy Laboratory: Our Place 

in Space 
BUSI 106: Financial Accounting
CLAR 245: The Archaeology of Italy
COMM 100: Communication and Social Process
COMM 120: Intro to Interpersonal and Organizational 

Communication
COMM 140: Intro to Media History, Theory, and Criticism
COMM 223: Small Group Communication
COMM 224: Intro to Gender and Communication
COMM 249: Intro to Communication Technology, Cul-

ture, and Society
COMP 380: Computers and Society
DRAM 120: Play Analysis
DRAM 284: Studies in Dramatic Theory and Criticism
ENGL 123: Intro to Fiction
ENGL 125: Intro to Poetry

ENGL 128: Major American Authors
ENGL 130: Intro to Fiction Writing
ENGL 131: Intro to Poetry Writing
ENGL 206: Intermediate Fiction Writing
ENGL 313: Grammar of Current English
FREN 101: Introductory French I
GEOG 120: World Regional Geography
GEOG 259: Geography of Latin America
GEOL 101: Intro to Geology
GEOL 105: Violent Earth
GEOL 159: Prehistoric Life
GLBL 210: Global Issues
HIST 127: American History to 1865
HIST 128: American History since 1865
HIST 140: The World Since 1945
HIST 151: History of Western Civilization I
HIST 262: History of the Holocaust
HIST 276: The Modern Middle East
INLS 200: Retrieving and Analyzing Information
LING 101: Intro to Language
MATH 381: Discrete Mathematics
MATH 551: Euclidean and Non-Euclidean Geometries
MUSC 121: Fundamentals of Music I
MUSC 143: Intro to Rock Music
MUSC 144: Country Music
PHIL 101: Intro to Philosophy: Main Problems

PHIL 155: Intro to Mathematical Logic
PHIL 165: Bioethics
PHYI 202: Intro to Physiology
POLI 100: Intro to Government in the United States
POLI 101: State and Local Government in the United States
POLI 150: International Relations and World Politics
POLI 239: Intro to European Government
PSYC 101: General Psychology
PSYC 245: Abnormal Psychology
RELI 104: Intro to New Testament Literature
RELI 122: Intro to Philosophical Approaches to Religion
RELI 140: Religion in America
RELI 207: Jesus in Myth, Tradition, and History
SOCI 101: Sociological Perspectives
SOCI 112: Social Interaction
SOCI 122: Race and Ethnic Relations
SOCI 123: Crime and Delinquency
SOCI 130: Family and Society
SOCI 250: Sociological Theory
SOCI 412: Social Stratification
SOCI 415: Economy and Society
SOCI 422: Sociology of Health and Mental Illness
SOCI 469: Medicine and Society
SPAN 101: Elementary Spanish I
SPAN 102: Elementary Spanish II
SPAN 405: Intermediate Spanish for Health Professionals

 KNOWLEDGE IS EMPOWERMENT
 Call   P REGNANCY  S UPPORT  S ERVICES   f or:

 Chapel Hill: 919-942-7318 or Durham: 919-490-0203
 www.trianglepregnancysupport.com

d  Free & confidential pregnancy tests
d  Free limited ultrasound & STD testing
d  Community Resources
 CALL FOR NEWLY EXTENDED HOURS IN CHAPEL HILL


