Jim Wallace
Conducted by Tom Bowers on Nov. 9, 2007, in Carroll Hall. 
(51.49)

This is an accurate account of the interview, but it is not a transcript.

Track 1 (19:22). He began taking photographs in high school in Falls Church, Va. He originally came to Chapel Hill intending to major in radio, television, and motion pictures, but he started working on the Daily Tar Heel before he started in the School of Journalism, knowing he wanted to be a photojournalist. He was able to cover just about all the events that happened in Chapel Hill in his four years there. The civil rights movement was the biggest continuing movement, but he also took pictures of President John F. Kennedy’s visit to campus to get an honorary degree. He knew people who were leaders of the civil rights movement: John Dunne, Pat Cusik, Quentin Baker and James Foushee. Wayne King was editor of the DTH, and he had gone to the University of Mississippi when James Meredith was trying to get in. King sent Wallace to photograph the civil rights movement in Chapel Hill and gave him his first assignment at the DTH. He photographed the first marches and the first sit-ins. The goal of the movement was to get a public accommodations law. It was never passed in Chapel Hill, and the effort was preempted by a federal law. He photographed demonstrations at the Colonial Drug Store, Brady’s Restaurant, the Rock Pile and Watts Restaurant. He was also a stringer for the Charlotte Observer and United Press International. He never marched or participated in a sit-in. Of all the things he photographed in his career, he felt that his first assignment had the most historic significance. Students at the DTH believed that by photographing what was going on and publishing it in the newspaper, they were doing more good than actively participating. Wayne King did participate in a sit-in once. 
The night before this interview, Wallace had participated in a program at UNC that marked the republication of John Ehle’s book, The Free Men, which was about the civil rights movement in Chapel Hill. Some of the events that happened in the movement were covered only in the DTH. The state press ignored a lot of it, and the university tried to ignore it. The university never tried to silence them. Faculty members in the school were supportive of what Wallace was doing, although Jack Adams told him he might not graduate because his grades suffered. He had to go to summer school to graduate. Walter Spearman was vocal about what was going on. Stuart Sechriest was interested in what Wallace was doing and in the transition of photojournalism from 4 x 5 cameras to 35mm cameras, which allowed photographers to get closer to the subject and not be as noticeable. When he photographed the civil rights movement, he got very close to the subjects. He never feared that he might be hurt. William Blake, the Chapel Hill police chief, was a good guy and tried to keep things under control. Wallace gained enough confidence of the people in the movement that he knew when things were going to happen and where. They tried to keep that from the police, and Wallace believed the police monitored him to learn where the next demonstration was going to be. He was scared only one time, when he covered a Ku Klux Klan rally at the place where Interstate 85 now crosses Highway 86. Some of the photographs he took that night were never published. The journalism school gave him a basic sense of ethics, fair play and accuracy and a chance to practice them. He photographed Madame Nhu of Vietnam in Raleigh and Jesse Jackson in Greensboro. He was also a stringer for Newsweek. 

Track 2 (8:26). He recalled what it was like in the School of Journalism at the time. Faculty members were all very supportive, and he learned a lot from them. Neil Luxon was always the “big guy at the top and not the friendliest person he ever met. He was a bit stand-offish, but you did not mess around with him. If he said you needed to do something, you did it.” Someone like that was needed at the school to organize and run it. He doesn’t think he took a course from Walter Spearman, but he was a good guy just to talk to in his office. The atmosphere in the school was not intense because students were not training for a profession in which they could kill someone if they screwed up. They were being trained to be good observers. They learned the principles of ethics and fairness. He also learned a lot from Jim Shumaker at the Chapel Hill Weekly when Wallace worked at the DTH and took the newspaper to the Weekly each night to have it printed. Shumaker felt hampered by Orville Campbell, the newspaper’s owner, who would not let him publish all the things he wanted to. Gary Blanchard, who was editor of the Tar Heel, published an editorial. He was summoned before a judge, who sentenced him for contempt of court. In fact, Wallace said, Shumaker wrote the editorial and gave it to Blanchard to be published because Campbell would not let Shumaker print it. 

Track 3 (5:07). He recalled some of the other students who were in school at the same time. Karen Parker was the first black female to graduate from the university and was a journalism major. Mickey Blackwell, who became head of the N.C. Baptist Home, was another, and he was very active in radio. David Ethridge, son of Mark Ethridge, was one of the co-editors of the Tar Heel. The DTH staff was fairly small and spent a lot of time at Harry’s Restaurant at the current location of the Four Corners restaurant next to the post office. It was one of the few integrated places in town. The DTH offices were in Graham Memorial. Jim Neal was a student, and so was Curry Kirkpatrick. 

Track 4 (14:38). He described his career after he left school. He was in Air Force ROTC and had a four-year obligation after graduation. He had wanted to be a pilot, and he took flying lessons. He said he was not a good pilot and opted out of flight school in Alabama. He became a public information officer and trained at Boston University and the Defense Information School. He was assigned to Homestead Air Force Base south of Miami. His training at UNC served him well in that assignment. His wing commander was Col. James Jabera, a triple-jet-ace from Korea who knew what PR could do and was an easy man to work for. Wallace left the Air Force after four years and started working with a land development company doing work at Port St. Lucie and Port Charlotte, Fla. He was associate editor of a quarterly magazine designed to tell people about Florida. The editor was Ed Haffel, who was in his 70s or 80s who had been a newspaper editor (Herald-Tribune in Paris). When he died, Wallace became the editor. He started working at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C., and spent 29 years there. Originally he worked in printing and internal photographic services. He had a staff of about 20 people and became a museum curator. He got interested in image preservation and became active in International Standards Organization (ISO). He built the first cold-storage room for photographs at the Smithsonian. He became interested in electronic cameras when they were first developed. He worked with a man from Apple Computer in uploading electronic images and creating early Web sites, including on CompuServe. He did those things without asking for permission. He developed the first Web site the Smithsonian ever had. He retired from the Smithsonian when it had leadership problems. He joined the National Press Club and started taking pictures of the important leaders who spoke there. 

Track 5 (4:16). He talked about what the university and the school meant to him in his career. Even though the school was using manual Remington typewriters and was transitioning out of 4 by 5 cameras, he learned to concentrate on the message and not the technology. He tells students now that they should not get too involved in technology and should focus on the message and the story. Technology has given journalists the chance to perpetuate the message better, even though it is not always used that way. This school has a reputation that is “absolutely terrific” in the print and multimedia world. He could not have done what he did without the basis the school gave him.
