The SHSCBCH - A Grand Vision, A Greater Opportunity – Goal: $6,500,000

An important objective of our work is to build the capacity for sustained and significant intellectual engagements whether in social action, creative work or academic endeavor. Our intent is to help realize a scholarly community that represents a variety of perspectives and that offers principled, constructive critiques of society and of the creation of knowledge in a complex world. By taking this approach we can best understand the lives and histories of peoples of the African diaspora and how those lives relate to the other peoples of our shared world.

In pursuit of that objective we have organized our work under three broad areas.

Scholarship and Scholarly Initiatives ($2,000,000 Endowment Fund)

• The Sonja Haynes Stone Memorial Fellowship and Lecture  

(Annual Cost $12,500)
The Sonja Haynes Stone Memorial Lecture is the signature program of the Center and, each year, brings a woman lecturer to campus, whose work, scholarship and service epitomizes the vision and sprit of Dr. Stone. In the coming years the Sonja Haynes Stone Lecture will be expanded to include a fellowship. The Sonja Haynes Stone Fellow will serve as a resident resource person for the campus and help to make the connections between culture, service and scholarship.

•The African Diaspora Lecture Series *(Naming Opportunity)


 (Annual Cost $12,500)

The African Diaspora Lecture Series is an ongoing program that presents lectures, roundtables and debates on a variety of subjects from the African diaspora. Topics, as well as discussions, are provocative, wide-ranging and informative and give UNC at Chapel Hill faculty and students an opportunity to present ongoing research and offer a critical analysis of the realities of change and evolution of African-American and Africana cultures.

• Cross Cultural Communications Institute *(Naming Opportunity)

(Annual Cost - $25,000)

The Cross-Cultural Communications Institute, founded in 1990, is the primary campus forum for discussions of ideas, issues and initiatives between various ethnic, cultural, racial and other diverse communities. The CCI explores ways to bridge perceived and real differences through constructive dialogue and also proposes active solutions. It brings together students, faculty, staff and community resources in imaginative and creative ways and builds on the efforts of other campus offices.

• Sonja Haynes Stone Collegiums

(Annual Cost - $10,000) 

Provides support for joint research/study projects by faculty and students on various topics in Africana studies. Sonja Haynes Stone  Collegiums serves as the primary vehicle for collaborative work on Africana subjects from a wide-range of perspectives, especially from interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary vantage points.

• Visiting Scholars/Fellows Program *(Naming Opportunity)


  (Annual Cost - $10,000)

The Visiting Scholars/Fellows Program brings distinguished and key individuals to the campus for short terms to serve as resources in Africana studies. Academics, public policy-makers, activists, and political figures are eligible for this program.


• Resident Scholar


 (Annual Cost - $30,000)
The Resident Scholar undertakes a one to two term residency at the SHSCBCH during which the scholar engages in an activity of their choosing. A scholar may choose to engage in research, revise a text, or undertake some other scholarly endeavor. While in residence the scholar will also organize and lead a symposium in their field or area of work.

Outreach and Community Programming ($1,500,000 Endowment)

These programs connect the work and resources of the SHSCBCH and the campus to communities in the Triangle region and throughout the state and fulfill an important aspect of the Center’s mission. 


• Communiversity Youth Programs


(Annual Cost - $40,000) 

A program of after school enrichment programs managed and run by UNC student volunteers. It offers homework assistance, computer literacy, literacy and other programs to K-12 students from the Chapel Hill-Carrboro and Chatham County school systems. 


• Rural Communities Development Project


(Annual Cost - $20,000)

An ongoing project, in cooperation with the Carolina Center for Public Service. The SHSCBCH organizes student, faculty and staff volunteers to assist rural communities in building or rebuilding key economic and social resources. 


• SHS Community Scholars Program


(Annual Cost - $15,000) 

A program that brings community based leaders from around the state to campus to conduct workshops, information and training sessions, etc.,. Community Scholars may also undertake short-term training opportunities/programs organized by the Center to build their skills and competencies in key areas that are important for their community work.
Cultural Programming ($1,250,000 Endowment)

Our programmatic initiatives under cultural programming help the campus community, and others, to more clearly understand that African-American and Africana cultures have a cumulative history of critical discourse which is consistently being examined and re-constructed. Our group of standing cultural programs includes: the Authors and Poets Readers Series Naming Opportunity); the African Diaspora Film Fest (Naming Opportunity); the Hekima Reading Circle; and Sauti Mpya (literary magazine). 

SHSCBCH Art Endowment Fund  ($750,000)

The building fund will support the work of the Art Gallery and enable us to present the best of artistic work from campus as well as that from North Carolina, the nation and the world. It will provide for the acquisition and maintenance of items that will be displayed throughout the building including art, artifacts photographs, and other items. The fund would also support exhibits that highlight cultural and historical topics. 

SHSCBCH Library Endowment Fund  ($1,000,000)
Supports acquisition of texts, specialized materials and other resources in Africana studies for the 10,000-volume SHSCBCH library to support the academic mission of the University.
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